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LION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, UNION, MISSOURI
SERMON FOR THE /5TH ANNIVERSARY OF ZION CHURCH

"LIFE'S STOPPING PLACES”

Leviticus 25:10-12
Mark 9:2-8

Life is a journey and like all journeys it has

its stopping places. We cannot always be on
the move. Sometimes there are emergency Stops

for repairs, and at other times we simply stop
to rest, to get out and stretch., We cannot
always be on the move.

One important function of religion has been to
ouild into our life’s journey various stopping
places., This is the purpose of the Sabbath,
of taking at least one day off in seven. Th
Bible tells us that even God takes a day off,

In the scripture lesson read earlier from the
0ld Testament book of Leviticus, God gave
Moses some very specific instructions about
another of life’s stopping places. The
Israelites were to celebrate a “Year of

Jubilee.” In their case, it was to be the

50th vear., It was to be a time of rest and
celebration, a time to look back from where
they had come and to look forward to the




future.
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My growing up vears were all spent in the



previous church building. I remember dozens

of wonderful pot-luck dinners in the old church

basement. I remember singing in the choir

with Mrs. Gaebe as organist and director. I

remember singing in quartets and playing

saxaphone solos in Sunday School. And I
|

remember doing other things in Sunday School

which were not supposed to be done. I remember
the children’s Christmas program and having to
say a memorized piece and being rewarded along
with all the other children with a bag of hard

candy and an orange as we left the church on
those evenings.

The minister I remember being here in my early
years was the Reverend Fred Schenk., My older
brother Marvin and Howard Schenk were very
close friends. I used to tag along with them.
The next minister who was here during the rest
of my growing up years was the Reverend Albert
Gaebe. We became close friends during those
yvears, and he was very helpful as I made plans
to enter seminary to study for the ministry.

I remember sitting on the front row of the old
church building with other young people my age
during the worship services and we would sing
C
1

ne hymns as loud as we could sing and we
oveq 1t,

Overall, I remember my growing up in this
congregation as a happy time and I'm sure that
these memories and others were all a part of




what led me into the ministry.
came to have a love for the church and what
this church was doing 1n this communlity and
what it stood for,
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An individual who loses his or her job
experiences one of life’s stopping places,

direction do you want it to take?

stopping place will lead vyou into &

new place in life.

Then its time for taking stock of vyourself,
What new direction will your life take? What
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Or to change the metaphor a bit --
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heart attacks and later recovered. Almost all

of these

beople have said to me in one way or

another that the kind of stopping places or
holding patterns that their illness put them

in caused them to rethink their whole patterr

of living.
in 1ife and what is not. The stopping places

of an illness can be the occasion for examining
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Grief caused by the death of a spouse or some
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and round over an airport waiting to land.,

A divorce or separation can be another stopping
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our life, Again we reassess our life
dgo on.



Young people during the high school years and
in college too, are in one of life’s stopping
places. We stop to obtain an education. All
those school years are a time of studying and
waiting as we try to decide what direction our

life should take,

The life and ministry of Jesus underscore the
fact that stopping places in life are necessary
and useful. In the second scripture lesson
read this morning, Jesus took time out to go

up on the mountain and he invited three of his
disciples to go with him. It was g stopping

place. While there, they had an overwhelming
religious experience, It was so inspiring
that Peter wanted to stay there,

But Jesus knew that important as life’s stopping
places are, we cannot stay there forever --
there comes a time to move on. SO Jesus took
the three disciples back down the mountain,
There they found the other nine disciples
waiting., They had been trying to heal a boy

who had a form of epilepsy, but were unable to
do Sso.

The father of the boy quickly ran up to Jesus
and said, "Lord have mercy on my son, for he
1S an eplleptic and he suffers terribly; and I
brought him to your disciples and they coulc
not help him.”

The disciples who had not gone with Jesus had
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old man crossed in the twilight dim --

t sullen stream had no fears for him;
he turned, when he reached the other side,
Duilt a bridge to span the tide.

"0l1d man,"” said a fellow pilgrim near,
"You are wasting strength in building here,
Your journey will end with the ending day:
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Now 1t’s our turn. We too can stop, and turn,
and build for tho

se coming behind. AMEN,



