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"AFRAID OF JOY?”

Matthew 22:1-14
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practice of celebrating with others and
especially eating with others or refusing to
do so has always held deep meaning in human
relationships. To sit at the same table
with someone and eat together has in every
society and culture symbolized hospitality
and equality. But if you make someone eat
in the kitchen while you are at the dinner
table in the dining room that is a way of
saying that the person in the kitchen is not
equal to you.

Having a good time with others., celebrating
and feasting have always gone together. So

i1t 1s in our scripture reading for this
morning, Jesus used a marriage feast as a
etaphor for what the Kingdom or the community
of God 1s like. The parable begins, “The
Kingdom of God can be compared to a King who
gave a marriage feast for his son.” To put

in in contemporary terms, we could say, "To

be in the presence of God with others can be
compared to a joyful banqguet which the most
respected person in the community hosted,
and to which you have been invited.”

This very respected person sent special
messenders to invite all his friends. However
those who were invited, turned down the
invitation. The host couldn’t understand
their refusal, so he sent other messengers
with a second invitation, and this time he
even told those invited what a grand party




it was going to be. He gave them the menu
for a feast in advance. It was going to be

a party they would never forget. A party
filled with good food, joy and laughter.

Not only did those invited turn down the
second invitation, but said Jesus, "They
made light of it,” and went about doing
their own things. "“They made light of it.”
ney treated the invitation in a cavalier
fashion, as something that was not very

important. And some of them even seized the
messenger and treated them shamefully and

cilled them. If you don’t like the message,
then kill the messenger. We’ve done that a
lot in our human society.

Now the giver of the feast invited others.
1e sent other messengers into the streets,
and told them to invite anyone they could
find--bad people, good people--invite them
all. And so the banquet hall was filled to
overflowing and the party went on as planned.

What is the meaning of the story for us?

1. First of all, remember Jesus said, “The
Kingdom of God can be compared to a huge
joyful banquet and it centers around God's
invitation to us. The God we worship 1s a
God who invites, which is quite different
from giving an order. God never forces us
to come to the party. We are invited and we
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they do their best to avold it. The old
saying is that "Misery loves company.”
Misery not only loves company, 1t demdands
it. If you're not having a good time, you
don’t want anyone else to have a good time
elther.

This being afraid of joy, might explain why
in the story such people not only refused
the Invitation to the party, but reacted
with hostility--in fact they seized the

messengers, treated them shamefully and
killed them. They didn'’t like the message,

SO they killed the messengers.

People who are always angry and hostile find
it impossible to take time out to enjoy
life, or enjoy other people, or God’s
creation, and thus they miss God’s Kingdom
altogether, And the fact that others can
find pleasure 1n taking time out to attend a
party seems to make them more hostile.

When those who are afraid of joy refused the
Invitation, then according to the parable,
the host of the banquet sent the messengers
out again. This time they went into the
side streets and the alleys and invited the
beggars, the outcasts, the good and the bad,
the honest people and the rascals to come to
the banquet. God holds the party no matter
how many people refuse the invitation. God
does not eat alone.
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to be afraid of joy. Leave this place of
joy this morning and resolve to be confident
and joyful in everything that happens to you
today and tomorrow because God has made this
entire creation. Say a good word to that
colleague who gets on your nerves or that
person in your house who annoys you, and do
it in the name of God. Remember the Kingdom
of God is like a joyful feast, a banquet.
And nothing 1s more important than that we
should accept God's invitation and be there,
AMEN.




