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SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 1987

"LIFE'S "NG PARKING® PLACES”

Mark 6:7-11
Mark 9:2-8

A few weeks ago I had to attend a meeting 1in
downtown Lincoln, and as I approached my
destination, I began to look for a place to

park. There are all kinds of parking places
downtown. Many are on the street., others are

in parking lots and in parking garages. There
are also all kinds of spaces which look like
they would be ideal places to park, but if you
look carefully, you notice the various kinds
of warning signs which tell you in one way or
another there 1s “NO PARKING" here. Some
simply say that--"NO PARKING.” Others add the
warning, "“TOW AWAY ZONE.” Still others warn
there is “NO STOPPING,” or "NO STANDING.” And
there are other places which allow parking,
but only during certain hours of the day. The
signs warn the driver there is to be no parking
along this side of the street from 7:00 to
9:00 A.M, or from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M., There are
also places 1n parking lots and 1n parking

garades and along the street which indicate
there is parking for the handicapped only.

Have you also noticed that there are parking
hlaces and "NO PARKING” places in life as
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let’s ook in more detail

e "NO PARKING” places in life,

and we will be doing so in the context of the

th., as followers of Jesus Christ,

1. The first “NO PARKING” place in life is
failure., All of us are familiar with fallure,
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Jesus knew his disciples would not always be
successful--that they would sometimes fail, so
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and cruel.

She would call her minister and talk non-stop
for an hour or more, If he tried to end the
phone call, she would say, "You're just like
all the rest--no time to listen to someone who
needs your help.” He tried to connect her
with potential friends (people who were
untiringly patient and caring) but she soor

sucked them dry by her endless wailing. She
had parked in the “NO PARKING ZONE"” of failure

and refused to move.

Ask yourself this morning, what “NO PARKING
/ONE” of failure are you parked in? Maybe
1t's time to move on, time to shake the dust
off your feet and get going, time to leave the
failure behind.

2. A second “NO PARKING ZONE"” in life is that
of success. Now that probably sounds a little
pbit odd to most of you. We’ve all heard the
saying--Nothing succeeds like success--however,
the opposite is also true--Nothing fails like

SUCCESS.

What we forget is that any success that we
have or achieve 1s still only llmited progress,
We can be sure that things will change and
Unless we change, what was once success will
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Watch out for the “NO PARKING” places in life!
AMEN .



