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“ON FINDING GOD"

Romans 11:33-36
Matthew 16:13-20

The news is full of stories of people who are

searchi
They wa

Cdn Sec€

1g for

something more in their lives.

N1t to find something that assures them

that there is more to life than what the eye

, Or the ear can hear, or the mouth
taste, or the hand touch, or the nose smell.

Not very long ago, thousands of people went
to Memphis, Tennessee to pay homage to their
dead hero, Elvis Presley. These people were
Worshippers.
ida, that plans to sacrifice animals
as part of its worship. Last weekend was
also supposed to be the time of the universal
harmonic convergence -- SO again people
gathered 1n various places to meditate, to
hum and to wailt.
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Then I read of a religious cult

Der on Thursday evening was a

nousands of people who had

traveled to a house in Mount Shasta, Californis
to see what they claimed was an image of an

angel appearing on a woman'’s TV set. However,
the police chief and a

IV repairman said the




image was caused by the TV set’s bad capacitor
and low-voltage power supply,

In the same paper, there was a story saying
that actress Shirley MaclLaine 1s planning to
build a spiritualist center on 800 acres of
land on the Baca Ranch in Colorado. Owners
of the property say her center will join a
broad spectrum of spiritual dgroups that have

established communities on the 80,000 acre
ranch near (Crestone.

All of these stories show that people are in
one way or another looking for God, for the

transcendent. We pastors come into personal
contact everyday with people who are looking
for God.

A pastor in another city wrote about a man
who came to see him who was not a member of
the church he served, His story went like
this--"My wife came after me with a butcher
knife, My son decked her, She tried to
drown our nine-month old baby. She kidnapped
the two smallest children. I didn’t know
where they were for eight months, One day

they appeared on my doorstep.”

This man was asking for a blessing, He wanted
to be able to see God in the horror of his
life, so he came to the pastor. It's my




transcendent to put a stop to
spiral of their lives. The ma
see my friend knew that his life was off
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People seek out the church because of their
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She came to the church seeking God., The
church 1s here to remind us that we are made
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tough time for

A vyoung woman had an abortion. It was a

her and for her family. Hardly

anyone else knew about it. But those who did
kept close to her, so much so that her mother
said, “This place is oozing with love.” It

is love that er

images of darkr

infant? Such 1

ables us to move from the
ess into the images of light,

How could we possibly be loved when we have
~un over our own child or killed an unborn

ove doesn’t make sense, bhut it

is the good news of the Christian faith that
we are loved by God even when we don’'t deserve

it., This love
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of God, as seen in Jesus,
to write: "0 the depth of
knowledge of God. How

unsearchable are God’s judgments and how

inscrutable God’s ways.”

But aren’t ther
where people ar
have done? Of

Work, neighborh
love 1s the chu
here, It's to

grace. Further
that we are not

e other places than churches

e loved in spite of what they
course. Families, places of
oods. The difference is that
ch’s job. It's why we are

e the place where we practice

more, the church reminds us
left to our own devices., It

is God loving through us, that enables us to
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Church is where we are loved unconditionally.
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fullest expression of God’s love. That love
of God is available to all of us. It is what
enables us to love others unconditionally,

[t iIs a never-ending source of love. When
you experience that kind of love, you have
experienced and found God. And the more you
give that kind of unconditional love, the
more you receive it., AMEN,




