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Do you think the cow grazing contentedly in

the field ever asks itself or asks another
cow--"What 1s the meaning of life? 1Is our

purpose only to eat, sleep, have milk taken
from us and then die?”

[ read the other day about an insect, a
particular kind of moth with no mouth, a

species of caterpillar that lays its eggs
and then changes into a moth that has no

digestive system, no way of taking in food,
so that it starves to death within a few

hou
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Nature has designed this moth to

~oduce, to lay eggs and pass on the life
of the s

pecies, Once it has done that, it

10 reason to go on living, so it 1is
orogrammed to die. Are we like that? Do

we live only to produce children, to
perpetuate the human race? And having done
that, 1is

make roo

the
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1t our destiny to disappear anc
m for the next generation? O0Or 1is

Durpose to our existence beyond

Dly existing? Does our being alive
matter?
world poorer, or simply less crowded? Will
your life have added something of value to

this world?

Would our disappearance leave the

These are hard questions to answer and we
can put off considering them for a while
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There 1Is bolth mystery and meaning to our
existence, and finding the meaning is
frequently the problem.

Alfred Nobel, a Swedish Chemist, made a
fortune by inventing more powerful explosives
and licensing the formula to governments to
make weapons. 0One day, Nobel’s brother

died, and one newspaper by accident printed

an obituary notice for Alfred instead., It
identified him as the inventor of dynamite

and the man who made a fortune by enablingd
armies to achieve new levels of mass
destruction. Nobel had the unique opportunity
to read his own obituary in his lifetime

and to see what he would be remembered for.

He was shocked to think that this was what

nis life would add up to, to be rememberec
as a merchant of death and destruction. He
took his fortune and used it to establish
the awards for accomplishments in various
fields which would benefit humanity, and it
i1s for that, not for his explosives, that
he 1s most remembered for today. When
Nobel was most successful, he was working
against life and against friendship. Then

he realized what he would leave behind if
that were all he did and he gave the last
part of his life another direction.,
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others to make this world better,

Too often we seem to think that there 1is

one big answer, one ultimate solution to

all of our problems, rather there are many,
many little answers. SO0 it Is that the
Kingdom of God, God’s activity, God’s power,
God’s love 1s like a treasure hidden in a
field, It is not to be found in the pomp

and glory of the world, but in humble,
quiet places and wherever justice is being

done, where the hungry are fed, where people
simply love each other and take care of
each other.

Some people like the individual in the
first parable kind of stumble onto this
truth like finding a treasure hidden in a
field--they weren’t searching for a treasure
pbut found it anyway. 0Others of us are more
like the merchant in search of the pearl of
great value--we spend a lot of our time
looking for God, looking for meaning 1in

l[ife and go down many dead-end roads, and
only later in life do we find the pearl of
great value, and more likely than not, we
fina it not 1n some far off place, but

right near home. We have to be wisSe €nough
to recognize the treasure and not rusr
headlong past it in search of something

more important.
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