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lll'LL START TOMORROW
ll 

(No, 5 IN A SERIES: 
n LIES WE TELL OuRsELVEsn ) 

LUKE 9:57-62 

MOST J IF NOT ALL OF US AS HUMAN BEINGS J 

HAVE A TENDENCY TO PUT THINGS OFF--TO 

PROCRASTINATE. nl'LL DO IT TOMORROW J n IS 

A LIE WE TELL OURSELVES. THEN TOMORROW 

COMES J AND WE PUT OFF WHATEVER ACTION WE 

WERE GOING TO TAKE UNTIL THE NEXT DAY. AND 

THEN WE MAKE UP ALL KINDS OF EXCUSES AS 

TO WHY WE CAN'T START TODAY J AND TOMORROW 

COMES AND WE MAKE UP MORE EXCUSES. 

A FRIEND OF MINE TELLS THE STORY OF PUTTING 

ON A SUIT THAT HE HADN'T WORN FOR A YEAR 

OR MORE AND IN THE SUIT COAT POCKET HE FOUND 

A CLAIM STUB FOR A PAIR OF SHOES HE HAD 

LEFT AT A SHOE REPAIR SHOP OVER TWO YEARS 

AGO. HE HAD COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN ABOUT 

THE SHOES, LATER THAT DAY J HE TOOK THE 

CLAIM CHECK TO THE SHOE REPAIR SHOP AND 

GAVE IT TO THE REPAIRMAN. THE SHOE REPAIRMAN 

WALKED TO THE BACK OF THE SHOP� AND RETURNED, 

HE SAID J WITHOUT BLINKINGJ "YOUR SHOES WILL 

BE READY IN TWO WEEKS." 
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THOSE AMONG US WHO. WANT TO CHANGE OUR HABITS 

KNOW HOW OFTEN WE TELL OURSELVES THE LIEJ 

"I'LL START TOMORROW." MAYBE YOU'VE DECIDED 

TO BEGIN A LONG NEEDED REGULAR PROGRAM OF 

PHYSICAL EXERCISE ) AND YOU TELL YOURSELF, 

"I'LL BEGIN TOMORROW1" OR PERHAPS YOU'VE 

MADE THE DECISION TO GO-ON A MUCH NEEDED 

DIET TO LOSE. WEIGHT Af�D YOU SAY TO YOURSELF ) 

"I'LL START TOMORROW," OR "I'LL START AFTER 
. . 

THE HOLIDAYS, " OR "I'LL START NEXT WEEK ) " 

OR "I'LL START WHEN SCHOOL IS OVER." WE 

MAKE ALL KINDS OF PROMISES TO OURSELVES 

WHICH WE DO NOT KEEP. 

SOME YEARS AGO I HAD A FUNERAL FOR AN 

INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD DIED OF LUNG CANCER AND 

HAD BEEN A HEAVY SMOKER. . ONE OF HIS CLOSE 

FRIENDS WHO WAS ABOUT THE SAME AGE, ABOUT 

50 0-R ·so, TOLD ME AFTER THE FUNERAL SERVICE 

THAT HE WAS CERTAINLY NOW GOING TO QUIT 

SMOKING. I SAW HIM SEVERAL MONTHS LATER 

AND HE HAD NOT DONE SO. I ASKED HIM ABOUT 

IT, AND HE REPLIED THAT HE WAS GOING TO 

QUIT NEXT WEEK. HE'S STILL GOING TO QUIT 

NEXT WEEK. 

"I'LL START .TOMORROW," IS THE STATEMENT 

MOST HEARD WHEN INDIVIDUALS ARE ASKED TO 

L BEGIN GIVING MONEY FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE 

CHURCH, OR ARE ASKED TO CONSIDER INCREASING 

THEIR GIVING. THE INDIVIDUAL WILL USUALLY 

-----
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REPLYJ "RIGHT NOW I'VE GOT TOO MANY OTHER 

OBLIGATIONS THAT NEED TO BE TAKEN CARE OF J 

BUT WHEN THEY ARE FINISHEDJ THEN I'LL BEGIN 

GIVING MORE GENEROUSLY TO THE CHURCH." BUT 

BY THE TIME THOSE OBLIGATIONS HAVE BEEN 

TAKEN CARE OF SOME NEW ONES HAVE ALREADY 

TAKEN THEIR PLACE AND GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

IS PUT OFF AGAIN. 

JESUS KNEW ABOUT THE LIEJ "I'LL START 

TOMORROW J" OR "I'LL DO IT TOMORROW." IN 

THE STORY READ EARLIER THIS MORNING FROM 

THE GOSPEL OF LUKEJ JESUS ENCOUNTERS SEVERAL 
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�To FOLLOW HIM AND BECOME HIS DISCIPLES. 

ONE MAN SAID THAT HE VERY MUCH WANTED TO 

FOLLOW HIMJ BUT FIRST HE HAD TO STAY HOME 

WITH HIS PARENTS AND THEN AFTER HIS PARENTS 

ARE DEAD J HE WOULD FOLLOW JESUS. ANOTHER 

PERSON SAID THAT HE TOO WOULD FOLLOW JESUS J 

BUT HE HAD TO FIRST RETURN HOME AND TAKE 

CARE OF SOME MATTERS--IN OTHER WORDSJ "I'LL 

START TOMORROW." JESUS KNEW THAT IN EACH 

OF THESE CASES J TOMORROW WOULD NEVER COME. 

WHAT IS IT THAT KEEPS US FROM MAKING THE 

CHANGES IN OUR LIVES THAT WE KNOW ARE GOING 

TO BE GOOD FOR us? WHAT KEEPS us FROM DOING 

THINGS TODAY� AND PUTTING THEM OFF UNTI.L 

TOMORROW AND THEN NEXT WEEK AND THE WEEK 

AFTER J SO THAT WE NEVER DO WHAT WE KNOW 
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NEEDS TO BE DONE? 

, 

1. FIRST OF AL� J WE PUT THINGS OFF AND 

TELL OURSELVES THAT WE WILL START TOMORROW 

BECAUSE TO START ANYTHING NEW INVOLVES 

CHANGE AND ANY KIND OF BASIC CHANGE IN OUR 

WAY OF LIVING IS DIFFICULT FOR US, OR TO 

PUT IT ANOTHER WAYJ DEEP DOWN WITHIN US J 

MOST OF US ARE AFRAID OF ANY BASIC CHANGE 

IN OUR LIVES. CHANGE BY ITS VERY NATURE 

INVOLVES LOSS AND GAIN. WE LIKE TO HANG 

ONTO THE OLD HABITS WE HAVE) EVEN THOUGH 

WE KNOW THEY ARE BAD FOR US, IT'S HARD 

TO GIVE UP SOMETHING THAT �E'VE HAD AROUND 

FOR A LONG TIME. THERE'S A CERTAIN SECURITY 

IN TRYING TO KEEP THINGS AS THEY ARE. 

WHEN JESUS ASKED. PEOPLE TO FOLLOW HIM J THAT 

INVOLVED CHANGE) VERY BASIC CHANGE IN THEIR 

LIVES, IT MEANT LEAVING SOME THINGS BEHIND 

AND THAT SOME PEOLE WERE NOT WILLING TO 

DO, So THEY PUT OFF THE DECISION, THEY 

SAID THEY WOULD FOLLOW HIM LATER. THE 

LIKELIHOOD IS THAT THOSE WHO SAID THIS 

NEVER DID GET AROUND TO FOLLOWING JESUS, 

2. SECONDLY) THERE'S ALWAYS THE RISK OF 

FAILURE WHEN WE MAKE A BASIC CHANGE AND 

TRY SOMETHING NEW. AND MOST OF US ARE 

AFRAID OF FAILURE, ALCOHOLICS WHO WANT 

TO QUIT DRINKING HAVE TOLD ME THAT THEY 

KEEP PUTTING IT OFF) THEY TELL THEMSELVES 

• 



-- THEY'LL START SOBRIETY TOMORROW 1 AND THEY 

PUT IT OFF FOR ANOTHER DAY 1 BECAUSE THEY 
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ARE AFRAID OF FAILURE. HOWEVER 1 THE CHRISTIAN 

FAITH REMINDS US THAT ALL THINGS IN LIFE 

THAT ARE WORTHWHILE INVOLVE AN ELEMENT OF 

RISK AND SACRIFICE AND TRUST. THAT'S WHY 

JESUS CAUTIONED THOSE WHO SAID THEY WERE 

READY TO FOLLOW HIM 1 uFOXES HAVE HOLES AND 

BIRDS OF THE AIR HAVE NESTS; BUT THE SON 

OF MAN HAS NOWHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD. u IN 

OTHER WORDS 1 THERE'S A RISK YOU HAVE TO 

TAKE IN FOLLOWING ME 1 BUT IT'S WORTH THE 

RISK, 

SOME PEOPLE1 INSTEAD OF BEING WILLING TO 

MAKE A CHANGE AND TAKE THE RISKS THAT GO 

WITH IT 1 STAND AROUND WAITING FOR THAT BIG 

BREAK THAT WILL COME TO THEM AUTOMATICALLY 1 

AND GIVE THEM INSTANT FAME 1 FORTUNE 1 HAPPINESS 

AND ALL THE THINGS THEY WANT FROM LIFE. 

THEY ARE ALWAYS DREAMING AND WISHING FOR 

SOMEONE ELSE'S SUCCESS 1 ACHIEVEMENT 1 ABILITY 1 

POSITION OR TALENT. THERE ARE PEOPLE STANDING 

AROUND WAITING FOR THEIR SHIP TO COME IN. 

THE PROBLEM IS THEY HAVEN'T SENT ONE OUT. 

THEIR SHIP NEVER LEFT PORT, IT IS STILL 

ANCHORED1 MOTIONLESS1 GOING NOWHERE. THEY 

ARE ALWAYS GOING TO SEND THE SHIP OUT 

TOMORROW 1 . AND TOMORROW COMES AND THEY WAIT 

� ✓ AND TELL THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE GOING 

TO WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT DAY AND THE SHIP 

NEVER LEAVES PORT. 
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3, WE ALSO TELL OURSELVES THE LIE J nl'LL 

START TOMORROW,n BECAUSE STARTING ANYTHING 

NEW IS DIFFICULT. Ir's EASY TO DREAM AND 

FANTASIZE ABOUT DOING SOMETHING J BUT THEN 

TO ACTUALLY DO IT--THAT'S ANOTHER STORY, 

WE ARE ABLE TO DREAM MAGNIFICENTLY AND BRING 

TO PASS ONLY A SHABBY IMITATION OF THAT 

CONCEPTION, 

WILLIAM MUEHL J WHO WAS ONE OF MY PREACHING 

PROFESSORS AT YALE DIVINITY SCHOOLJ TELLS 

A STORY ABOUT WHEN HE FIRST MOVED TO 

CONNECTICUT J AND HE WAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO VISIT AN OLD COLONIAL HOUSE NOT FAR FROM 

NEW HAVEN, HE SAIDJ nMy WIFE AND I MADE 

A TOUR OF THE WHOLE PLACE, EVERY ROOM 

BREATHED INTO AIR SOMETHING OF THE 

ATMOSPHERE OF THE TIME IN WHICH THE 

STRUCTURE HAD BEEN BUILT. AND THE HOUSE 

WAS OCCUPIED BY THE LAST SURVIVING DESCENDANT 

OF THE ORIGINAL OWNERJ A FRAIL OLD WOMAN 

IN HER SEVENTIES.a 

nAS WE STOOD IN THE MAIN ROOM TALKING J I 

NOTICED AN OLD RIFLE HANGING OVER THE 

FIREPLACE. I WAS STRUCK BY ITS BEAUTY AND 

WANTED TO TAKE IT DOWN AND EXAMINE IT MORE 

CLOSELY, BUT AS I REACH OUT) THE OLD WOMAN 

QUICKLY CAUGHT MY ARM AND SAID J 'PLEASE 

DON'T TOUCH IT. Ir's LOADED AND MIGHT GO 

OFF I / // 

\ 
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"WHEN I RAISED AN INQUIRING EYEBR.OW, SHE 

WENT ON TO SAYJ 'MY GREATJ GREAT, GREAT 

GRANDFATHER LOADED THAT GUN AND PUT IT THERE 

AGAINST THE DAY WHEN HE MIGHT STRIKE A BLOW 

FOR THE FREEDOM OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES. ' 

I DREW .WHAT I STILL FEEL WAS THE LOGICAL 

INFERENCE FROM THE SITUATION AND ASKED, 

'BUT THE OLD GENTLEMAN DIED BEFORE THE 

REVOLUTION?''' 

"No, MY HOSTESS RESPONDED, HE LIVED TO A 

RIPE OLD AGE AND DIED IN 1817. BUT (AND 

HERE SHE SMILED WRYLY) HE JU5T-NEVER SEEMED 

ABLE TO GENERATE MUCH ENTHUS I.ASM FOR GENERAL 

WASHINGTON'S REBELLION, " 

WE CAN EASILY . IMAGINE WHAT THE OLD MAN WHO 

PUT THAT GUN THERE MUST HAVE FELT. HE MAY 

HAVE SPENT MANY A WINTER EVENING IN FRONT 

OF THE FIRE AND MANY A SUMMER AFTERNOON 

UNDER AN APPLE TREE DREAMING OF THE DAY 

WHEN HE WOULD STRIKE A BLOW FOR FREEDOM, 

WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME MORE AND· MORE 

DETAILS PROBABLY FILLED IN THE OUTLINES 

OF THE DREAM, UNTIL AT LAST IT TURNED INTO 

A FULL LENGTH STANDARD VERSION OF WHAT WAS 

TO COME AND INCLUDED A TOUCHING SC�NE IN 

WHICH A TROOP OF WELL-DRILLED MILITIA WOULD 

MARCH UP TO THE FRONT DOOR AND SAY, "BENJAMIN� 
. . 

LEAD US TO VICTORY ON THE FIELD OF HONOR�" 

THERE MUST HAVE BEEN TEARS IN HIS EYES AS 

BENJAMIN ANTICIPATED SUCH A MOMENT AND 
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COMPOSED A SPEECH WITH WHICH TO RESPOND 

TO THE INVITATION. Bur THEN ONE APRIL DAY 

A GROUP OF HIS LESS AFFLUENT NEIGHBORS CAME 

BY AND ONE OF THEM SAID� "BEN� GET YOUR 

GUN AND LET'S GO." 

THIS IS NOT WHAT BEN HAD IMAGINED. HE COULD 

SEE NO CONNECTION BETWEEN HIS CONCEPT OF 

REVOLUTION AND A GRUBBY GANG OF RUFFIANS 

SETTING OUT TO FIGHT SOMEWHERE IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

HE PREFERRED TO WAIT UNTIL HISTORY FULFILLED 

ITSELF IN MORE APPROPRIATE TERMS. 

AND SO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHOM JESUS INVITED 

TO FOLLOW HIM, SAID ALSO, "I'LL DO IT LATER. " 

THEY COULD NOT IMAGINE THAT THIS RATHER 

COMMON INDIVIDUAL WITH A GROUP OF UNDISTINGUISHED 

DISCIPLES MIGHT BE THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS AND IN A VARIETY OF 

CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WE TELL OURSELVES THE 

LIE--"l'LL START TOMORROW. THE TIME'S NOT 

EXACTLY RIGHT JUST NOW," IN SO DOING WE 

MAY BE MISSING SOME OF THE MOST EXCITING 

OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR LIVES. 

THIS STORY FROM LUKE'S GOSPEL GIVES US ONE 

OTHER PIECE OF ADVICE. JESUS SAID, "No 
• 

ONE WHO PUTS HIS HAND TO THE PLOW AND LOOKS 

BACK 1s FIT FbR THE KINGDOM OF GoD l " 

ONCE YOU HAVE MADE A DECISION TO M·AKE A 
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BASIC CHANGE IN YOUR LIFE THAT YOU ARE 

CONVINCED IS FOR THE BETTER ) THEN DO NOT 

LOOK BACK ON WHAT YOU ARE LEAVING BEHIND 

WITH REGRET. THERE ARE MANY.THINGS IN OUR 

PAST WHICH WE CANNOT NOW CHANGE IN THE 

PRESENT. WHAT'S DONE IS DONE. LEAVE IT 

BEHIND. You CANNOT GO FORWARD VERY WELL 

WHILE YOU ARE LOOKING BACKWARD. I MEET 

SO MANY P�OPLE WHO ARE ALWAYS UNHAPPY BECAUSE 

THEY KEEP SAYING TO THEMSELVES AND OTHERS J 

· nWHAT IF I HAD DONE IT DIFFERENTLY IN THE 

PAST? WHAT IF I HAD NOT CHANGED JOBS 20 

YEARS AGO? WHAT IF I HAD GONE TO A DIFFERENT 

UNIVERSITY? WHAT IF I HAD NOT DECIDED TO 

B'ECOME AN ENGINEER?n THERE ARE NO ADEQUATE 

ANSWERS TO SUCH QUESTIONS. 

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT JESUS CHRIST TEACHES 

US THAT WHEN WE BEGIN TO LOOK BEYOND OURSELVES 

AND OUR OWN PROBLEMS AND BEGIN TO GIVE OUR 

LIVES AWAY, THEN WE ALSO BEGIN TO FIND NEW 

MEANING IN OUR LIVES. 

BUT WE WILL NOT FIND THIS NEW MEANING IN 

OUR LIVES IF WE KEEP TELLING OURSELVES THE 

LIE, "I'LL START TOMORROW, n WHY NOT START 

TODAY THIS PROCESS OF FOLLOWING JESUS AND 

GIVING YOURSELF AWAY? HAPPY ARE THOSE WHO 

DREAM DREAMS AND ARE WILLING TO PAY THE 

'-' 
��. PR I CE TO MAKE THEM COME TRUE l AMEN I 


