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EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 198/

“THE VICTORY OF VIOLENCE?"
(No. 6 IN A SERIES: “LIEsS WE TELL EACH OTHER")

MARK 16:1-8

ON THE FRIDAY NIGHT BEFORE EASTER SUNDAY
MORNING, PONTIUS PILATE AND HIS ADVISORS WENT

TO BED SECURE IN THE BELIEF THAT THE MAN
CALLED JESUS WOULD BOTHER THEM NO MORE. THEY

BELIEVED IN THE VICTORY OF VIOLENCE. THE
PEOPLE IN THE CROWD THAT HAD SHOUTED, “CRUCIFY
Him! CRUCIFY HIM!" ALSO WENT TO SLEEP THAT
NIGHT BELIEVING THAT VIOLENCE HAD ONCE AGAIN
DONE ITS PROPER WORK. THE TROUBLE-MAKER.
JESUS, WAS OUT OF THE WAY. THE MAN THEY HAD
HOPED WOULD BE THEIR HERO AND WHO HAD
DISAPPOINTED THEM HAD BEEN KILLED., THE SMALL
LITTLE MOVEMENT HE HAD STARTED WAS OVER., THEY
BELIEVED IN THE VICTORY OF VIOLENCE.

EVEN JESUS' CLOSEST FOLLOWERS, THE TWELVE
DISCIPLES, FOUND THEMSELVES TRUSTING MORE
IN THE VICTORY OF VIOLENCE THAN IN THE MESSAGE

OF JESUS. THEY THOUGHT IT WAS ALL OVER AND
IT WASN'T THE FIRST TIME THEY HAD THOUGHT
THAT VIOLENCE WHICH PUNISHES AND KILLS IS
THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION,




EARLIER WHEN JESUS HAD MADE UP HIS MIND TO

GO TO JERUSALEM, HE HAD SENT SOME OF HIS
DISCIPLES AHEAD TO SAMARIA, TO MAKE PREPARATIONS,
THEY REPORTED BACK TO HIM THAT THE SAMARITANS
DID NOT WANT JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS TO COME
THROUGH THEIR TERRITORY OR STAY OVERNIGHT

AMONG THEM. SO THE DISCIPLES PROPOSED A

SIMPLE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM,

“"LORD, DO

YOU WANT US TO BID FIRE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN
AND CONSUME THEM?" IN OTHER WORDS, “LET’S

KILL THEM ALL., THAT WILL SOLVE THE PROBLEM,”
BUT JESUS WOULD HAVE NONE OF IT.
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AT WE CAN GET RID OF WHAT WE SEE AS THE

WORST AND AS EVIL BY SHOOTING IT DOWN, PUTTING

IT IN A GAS CHAMBER OR ELECTRIC CHAIR., OR

BOMBING IT TO DEATH., OR AT

LEAST THREATENING

TO BOMB IT TO DEATH. HITLER CALLED HIS MASS
MURDER OF THE JEWS, "“THE FINAL SOLUTION.”
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THE FACT IS THAT BY AND LARGE WE STILL WORSHIP
THE POWER OF DEATH. IN HIS NEW BOOK ENTITLED,

USINS WRITES:
RE SUFFERING

HAS BEEN

RECORDED SO FAR IN ALL THE ANNALS OF MEDICINE.,
MEDICAL RESEARCHERS WORK CONSTANTLY TO CREATE
NEW ANTIBIOTICS AND OTHER MEDICATIONS FOR

COMBATTING INFECTIONS, BUT THE UNITED STATES



AND SOVIET UNION, IN THEIR OWN RESEARCH
LABORATORIES, ARE CREATING STRAINS OF
BACTERIOLOGICAL ORGANISMS FOR USE IN
WARFARE FAR BEYOND THE REACH OF ANY KNOWN
ANTIBIOTICS « + . . “

"THE OBSESSION WITH TOTAL POWER; THE MANUFACTURE
AND STOCKPILING OF CATACLYSMIC WEAPONS FAR
BEYOND ANY CONCEIVABLE NEED; THE RELENTLESS
QUEST FOR SUPERIORITY, THE COMPARATIVE
CASUALNESS WITH WHICH THE SUICIDAL NATURE

OF SUCH FORCE IS VIEWED; THE SEEMING ACQUIESCENCE
IN THE DRIFT TOWARD A MAN-MADE HOLOCAUST--

ALL THESE ARE SYMPTOMS OF A PERVASIVE INSANITY.”

"LET US SUPPOSE THAT TWO MEN WHO REGARD EACH
OTHER AS ENEMIES ARE IN THE SAME LIFEBOAT,
FEACH POSSESSES A DRILL, NOW LET US FURTHER
SUPPOSE THAT EACH MAN FEELS THE BEST WAY OF
PROTECTING HIMSELF AGAINST THE OTHER IS TO
THREATEN TO DRILL A BIGGER HOLE IN HIS END
OF THE BOAT THAN THE OTHER IS CAPABLE OF
DRILLING AT HIS END. THE PSYCHOTIC NATURE
OF SUCH AN EPISODE IS READILY APPARENT, YET
THIS IS THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF THE NUCLEAR
DILEMMA IN THE MODERN WORLD. THE MAJOR
EMPHASIS SEEMS TO BE ON THE ABILITY TO BE

ABLE TO DRILL BIGGER HOLES IN THE COMMON
LIFEBOAT."

BUT ACCORDING TO JESUS--IT'S A LIE. THERE
IS NO PERMANENT VICTORY THAT EVER COMES FROM




VIOLENCE AND DEATH, OR THE THREAT OF VIOLENCE
AND DEATH, KILLING PEOPLE NEVER BRINGS A
FINAL SOLUTION, IT’S A LIE TO BELIEVE THAT
WE CAN CONQUER EVIL BY DESTROYING IT WITFH
VIOLENCE AND DEATH.

WHAT THEN IS THE TRUTH THAT EASTER PROCLAIMS?

EASTER SAYS THAT VIOLENCE AND DEATH ARE NEVER
THE ULTIMATE WEAPONS. DEATH HAS NO POWER
OVER LOVE OR OVER GOD., THE LOVE OF GOD IS

THE ULTIMATE POWER. EASTER SAYS EVIL CANNOT
BE USED TO CAST OUT EVIL OR TO CAST OUT GOOD,

THERE IS NO POWER THAT CAN DESTROY THE SELFLESS
LOVE OF GOD.

THE TRUTH THAT EASTER PROCLAIMS IS THAT EVIL
CAN BE DEFEATED BY GOODNESS AND THAT GOODNESS
CAN NEVER BE DEFEATED BY EVIL. EVIL CAN BE
CONQUERED ONLY BY LOVE. AND THAT'S WHAT GOOD
FRIDAY AND EASTER ARE ALL ABOUT. HERE'S THE
WAY M. ScOTT PECK DESCRIBES IT USING DIFFERENT
IMAGERY IN HIS BOOK, “PEOPLE OF THE LIE.”

"WHEN ONE HAS PURIFIED ONESELF, BY THE GRACE
OF GOD, TO THE POINT AT WHICH ONE CAN TRULY
LOVE ONE'S ENEMIES, AND THAT'S WHAT JESUS

WAS ABLE TO DO, A BEAUTIFUL AND POWERFUL THING
HAPPENS, IT IS AS IF THE BOUNDARIES OF THE
SOUL BECOME SO CLEAN AS TO BE TRANSPARENT,

AND A UNIQUE LIGHT THEN SHINES FORTH FROM

THE INDIVIDUAL, AS IT DID FROM JESUS.”




"THE EFFECT OF THIS LIGHT VARIES. SOME ARE
ENCOURAGED BY IT AND ARE DRAWN TO IT. OTHERS
WILL CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF THEIR LIVES TO

FOLLOW THIS LIGHT. DBUT THERE ARE ALSO THOSE
WHO WILL TRY TO ATTACK THE LIGHT AND DO SO.

THEY WILL TRY TO KILL IT, CRUCIFY IT. AND

WHEN THEY DO IT, IT IS AS IF THEIR EVIL ACTIONS
ARE TAKEN INTO THE LIGHT AND CONSUMED., THE
MALIGNANT ENERGY IS THEREBY WASTED, CONTAINED

AND NEUTRALIZED. THE PROCESS IS PAINFUL TO
THE BEARER OF THE LIGHT AND SOMETIMES FATAL

AS IN THE CASE OF THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESuUS.
BUT AS WE KNOW THIS DOES NOT SIGNIFY THE

SUCCESS OF EVIL. RATHER, IT BACKFIRES.” IN
THE CASE OF JESUS, THERE WAS EASTER. JESUS
'HE VICTIM, BECOMES THE VICTOR.

THERE IS ALWAYS EASTER. THE POWER OF THE
RISEN CHRIST IS PRESENT AND AT WORK IN THE
WORLD AND PEOPLE EVERYWHERE CAN EXPERIENCE
IT AND SOMETIMES THIS HAPPENS IN SURPRISING
AND YET SIMPLE WAYS,

RECENTLY I WAS READING ABOUT A CHURCH A LOT

_IKE THIS ONE., IT WAS A LARGE CONGREGATION

WHICH PRIDED ITSELF ON ITS ABILITY TO APPEAL
TO THE EDUCATED RESIDENTS OF A UNIVERSITY

CITY. AT A POT-LUCK DINNER ONE NIGHT, A
VISITOR SAID TO ONE OF THE OTHERS PRESENT:

“T'M KIND OF NEW IN TOWN, WHAT ABOUT You?”
THE OTHER MAN REPLIED, "I’VE BEEN IN THIS
CHURCH FOR YEARS. IN FACT., I'M THE ONLY NON-




INTELLECTUAL LEFT IN THIS CONGREGATION.”
"YOU'RE KIDDING,"” THE VISITOR SAID. "No,

['M NOT," THE OTHER MAN ANSWERED. “I HAVEN'T
UNDERSTOOD A SERMON THAT'S BEEN PREACHED HERE
IN TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, BUT I'D NEVER LEAVE
THIS CHURCH.” "WHY NOT?" THE VISITOR ASKED.
HE ANSWERED, “FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW, EVERY
MONDAY NIGHT, I AND A FEW OTHERS GO TO A
NEARBY PRISON FOR YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS.
SOMETIMES WE PLAY BALL WITH THE YOUNG PEOPLE,
SOMETIMES WE DO A LITTLE BIBLE STUDY. MOST

OF ALL WE GET TO KNOW THEM AS HUMAN BEINGS.
I STARTED DOING THIS BECAUSE CHRISTIANS ARE

SUPPOSE TO DO THINGS LIKE THAT, BUT NOW I
FIND THAT I GET A LOT FROM IT MYSELF.,” HE
PAUSED FOR A MOMENT, THEN CONTINUED., "I HAVE
FOUND THAT YOU CAN'T PROVE THE PROMISES OF
GOD IN ADVANCE, BUT IF YOU LIVE THEM, YOU
FIND THEY'RE TRUE, EVERY ONE.,”

[ CONTINUE TO MEET PEOPLE LIKE THAT MAN;

PEOPLE WHO LIVE THE PROMISES OF (OD,
PARTICULARLY THE PROMISE OF EASTER--PEOPLE

WHO REFUSE TO BELIEVE THE LIE OF THE VICTORY

OF VIOLENCE. THE TRUTH OF EASTER IS LIVED

OUT IN ORDINARY WAYS SUCH AS BY HAVING CHILDREN
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES, AND SERVING UP SOUP TO

THE HOMELESS, AND GIVING MONEY TO THE CHURCH,
AND PRAYING FOR JUSTICE FOR POOR PEOPLE 1IN
THIS COUNTRY AND IN COUNTRIES WHOSE NAMES

THEY CAN HARDLY PRONOUNCE, AND WRITING LETTERS
TO PEOPLE IN JAIL, AND BEING HOSPITABLE TO




STRANGERS, AND IN COUNTLESS WAYS BETTERING
THEIR LIVES ON A FUTURE MORE GRACIOUS AND
REDEMPTIVE THAN THEY OR ANYONE ELSE CAN
POSSIBLY CREATE BY MERE HUMAN EFFORT,

NOT LONG AGO I CAME ACROSS A COUPLE WHO HAVE
EVERY REASON TO LET THEIR LIVES SLIP SAFELY
INTO SOME PREDICTABLE GROOVE. THEY ARE
POLITICALLY CONSERVATIVE, SOCIALLY CAUTIOUS
BY NATURE. THEY ARE RETIRED. THEIR INCOME
IS FIXED, BUT COMFORTABLE. THEIR CHILDREN

ARE SUCCESSFULLY RAISED AND GONE. T[THEY HAVE
EVERY REASON TO PAT THEMSELVES ON THE BACK

FOR A JOB WELL DONE, TURN ON THE TELEVISION,
AND RELAX. THROUGH A PROGRAM IN THEIR CHURCH,
HOWEVER, THEY BEGAN TO WRITE A FEDERAL PRISONER.,
IT BEGAN SLOWLY--A CHATTY LETTER EVERY NOW
AND THEN, A CARD AND A BOX OF COOKIES ON HIS
BIRTHDAY., THEN A VISIT AND ANOTHER. THEN

THE MAN IS PAROLED, OUT, FREE, A HUMAN BEING
TO BE DEALT WITH. LAST CHRISTMAS WHEN MOST
RETIRED PEOPLE WITH STOCKS AND BONDS WERE
CARVING THE TURKEY AND FIGURING OUT HOW TO
GET ON THE GOOD SIDE OF THE NEW TAX LAWS.,

THIS COUPLE GAVE THANKS AND BROKE BREAD IN
THEIR HOME WITH THEIR NEWLY-RELEASED FRIEND,
"I THINK HE WAS CONVICTED OF ARMED ROBBERY.

WE'RE NOT SURE.,"” THEY SAID. "ANYWAY, IT’S

GOOD TO HAVE HIM IN OUR HOME.” WHAT DO YOU
SAY TO THESE PEOPLE ON EASTER SUNDAY. "YOUR
FAITH IS NOT IN VAIN.,”




I BELIEVE THE POWER OF THE RISEN CHRIST CAN
BE SEEN IN COUNTLESS PLACES. THAT'S THE TRUTH

OF EASTER., IT’S NOT VIOLENCE AND DEATH, BUT
SUFFERING LOVE WHICH STILL WINS THE VICTORY,

THE TRUTH OF EASTER IS THAT ALL THE TENDERNESS
AND STRENGTH WHICH ON GOOD FRIDAY WE SAW SCOURGED,
BUFFETED, STRETCHED OUT ON A CROSS--ALL THAT
BEAUTY AND GOODNESS IS AGAIN ALIVE AND WITH

US NOW, NOT AS A MEMORY THAT INEVITABLY FADES,

BUT AS AN UNDYING PRESENCE IN THE LIFE OF

EVERY SINGLE ONE OF US., IF ONLY WE WOULD
RECOGNIZE IT., AND THIS IS THE STRONGEST

POWER IN CREATION., NOTHING CAN EVER OVERCOME
IT. AMEN.




