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Many times 1t 15 aonly atter an event that
we later locok back on what tocock place and
come to understand what 1t meant and

st111 means.

1 believe that’s the case with the that
last supper which Jesus had with his

disciples the night before he was

crucified, that last supper which we
remember especially tonight i1in this

service of worship.

s the disciples were eating that meal
with Jesus, they had noc i1dea that one davy
they would be repeating that meal and
using 1% to remember Jesus. They had no
ddea that their successorss that
Christians through all these vyvears would
gather about Christ"s table toc repeat
that last supper and 1n sc doing remember
Jesus. They had no 1dea that when they
would later repeat that last supper that
in the breaking of the bread and the

drinking of the wine they would

experience the presence of Jesus 1n a
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unigue wavy.

That night beftore the crucifixion 1t was
cnly ancther ocbservance of the Jewish
Fassover Feast. They had eaten that meal

many times i1in the past as theyvy remembered
how God brought their pecple cut of
slavery 1n Egvpt.

But on this Thursdavy night there was

something different about this meal

together . The mood of Jesus was somber.
Furthermores their beloved teacher did
something that he had never done betore
when he was with them. He got up from
the table: poured water 1n a basins took
a towel and Jesus began toc wash the

disciples”™ fTeet.

They couldnt believe 1t. On the
surfaces: the i1ssue was one of simple good
manners. Walking ftor the day about the
hot dusty streets made washing of hands
and feet a necessary prelude toc any meal.
it was a menial task—-——-one often delegated
to servants. Gmong an 1ntimate group of

constant companionss such as the Twelwve.

the vocungest might assume the tasks
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especilally at Fassovers when puritication
was essential. then the simple act took
crn a rvyeligious gualitvy. Yet no one had

volunteered.

Iinsteads Jesus had overheard the
disciples arguing among themselves
earlier as toc which one of them would be
the greatest 1n the time ahead when thevy
expected Jesus to be the recognized

leader among the pecocple. There was nat

one among them who was prepared to assume
the humble role of a servant fTor the

rescst.

it 15 clear from the Gospel of John®s
account that since Jdesus rose Trom the
tables supper was fTully preparedsi: 1t
appears that Jesus had waited Tor someone
to coftfer the service ot washing teet,. but

no one had volunteered. For any one to

kneel before the rest to perform this
humble task would be to acknowledge

"inferiority" and toc surrender any claim

tc preeminence. kone woculd vield.

And these were the peocple uvpon whom the

future of the church depended. The twuelve
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were exhibiting the destructive self-
assertion that attacks every human group

and can dissclve 1ts; the anxiety not to
be put down or cutdones the determination
to dominates to be served, to rule or
resign. Each one believed he was number
cnes or at least number two or three——nco

cne wanted toc be number twelve.

Then Jesus got up Trom the tables ook a

towel and bBasin and bepgan to wach the

feet of each one of them. It was an act
of love and at the scsame time a silents

vet searchings rebuke.

Feter was especially taken abaclk. He
said, "Lords &40 vou wash my Teet?" and
Jesus ansuwereds "What 1 am docing vou do
nacot know nows but atterward vou will
understand.” &and Feter replied, "You

shall never wash my fteet.”

However . Jesus 1nsisteds and he washed
the Teet of all of them. and aftter talking
his place again at the tables:s Jesus
asked: "Do vou know what I have done o
yout®" And Jesus answered his ocuwn

guestions, "You call me Teacher and Lord:
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and vou a?e rignts Tor s I am. I+ 1
thens vour Lord and teacher. have washed
vour Teets vou alsoc ocught toc wash one
anacather®s teet. For 1 have given vou an
examples that vou alsoc should do as 1

have done to vou."

EFach one of the twelve disciples would nco
doubt have gladly washed the fteet of

Jesus. What each cocne did naot want tao do

was to wash to tfeet of the cthers. SO

Jesus was making the pocint that they
should be willing not only toc wash his
feet but the ftfeet of each octher. He
would not accept Tor himselt a ministry
that they refused tocward each octher.
Remember Jesus had said in ancther places
“"Inasmuch as yvou have done 1t toc ocne of
the least of these my brothers and
sisters you-have docne 1t unto me.® it s
in serving each other that we truly serve

Jesus. The pride that divided them must

Q0. They must serve each octher and learn
to accept service Trom each octher. So
tco fTor us. In s doings we serve Bod.

Mote especially that there are twoc points

here: We are noct called tc watch how
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Jesus behaves toward octhers and then
admiringly set curselves toc copy him.
That leads to seltf-rightecusness. We are
called tirst toc accept his washing of ocur

feet; tao let Jesus minister to ocur deep

need,y to find ocur ocwn hope and comfort in
his love———and thens 1n adoring gratitude

ta treat acathers as our Lord has treated

us ..

Tanights let Jesus minister to vour

deepest need. Let his love cleanse vou
completelys and then go tfrom this place

and lave aothers i1n the same wav. Amen.
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