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PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 1987

“OUR HERO WILL SAVE US”
(No. 5 IN A SERIES: “LIES WE TELL EACH OTHER")

MATTHEW 21:1-11

A POPULAR THEME IN LITERATURE IS TO HAVE
A HERO OR HEROINE COME TO THE RESCUE. A

TRIBE OR NATION OR SOME OTHER COLLECTION
OF PEOPLE, PERHAPS A TOWN IS IN TROUBLE.

THE BAD GUYS HAVE GOTTEN CONTROL. THERE

IS NO ONE AVAILABLE TO THROW THE BAD GUYS
OUT. THEN THE HERO ARRIVES, WHITE HAT., WHITE
HORSE, TWO GUNS ON HIS BELT AND SINGLE-HANDED
HE DEFEATS THE ENEMY AND THE TOWN IS FREE
ONCE AGAIN. WE KNOW THE STORY. WE'VE SEEN
IT IN MOVIES ABOUT THE OLD WEST OVER AND

OVER AGAIN, IT'S THE SAME THEME FOR OTHER
KINDS OF HEROES LIKE SUPERMAN,

“OUR HERO WiILL SAVE Us.” IT'S ONE OF THE

_IES WE TELL EACH OTHER. IT'S ALSO A WAY

“OR THE REST OF US TO AVOID TAKING RESPONSIBILITY.,
OR TO WORK AT DIFFICULT AND LONG RANGE

SOLUTIONS TO A PROBLEM. WAIT FOR THE HERO.

WE SEE THIS LIE AT WORK IN POLITICS. OVER
AND OVER AGAIN WE BELIEVE THAT IF ONLY THE
RIGHT PERSON IS ELECTED, HE OR SHE CAN PUT




ALL THINGS BACK IN ORDER. TAXES WILL NOT

BE RAISED., [THEY MIGHT EVEN BE LOWERED., THE
CRIME RATE WILL GO DOWN., OUR ENEMIES WILL
BE PUT IN THEIR PLACE., AND EVERYONE WILL
LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

IT'S AN oLD LIE, IT'S ALSO THE STORY OF

THAT FIRST PALM SUNDAY. THE HEBREWS HAD

BEEN UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

FOR TOO LONG, NO COUNTRY LIKES TO BE OCCUPIED
BY ANOTHER. CONTINUALLY THERE HAD BEEN TALK

OF REVOLUTION. ALL THAT WAS NEEDED WAS THE
RIGHT LEADER, THE HERO. HE COULD LEAD THE

REVOLUTION AND EVERYTHING WOULD THEN BE PUT
BACK IN ORDER.

THAT FIRST PALM SUNDAY WAS A FESTIVE OCCASION

BECAUSE MANY IN THE CROWD BELIEVED THAT JESUS
WAS THAT KIND OF HERO. [THEY HAD HEARD OF

HIS MIRACLES, THERE WAS EVEN A STORY

CIRCULATING THROUGH THE STREETS THAT HE HAD
RAISED A MAN NAMED LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD.

MANY IN THE CROWD THAT DAY WERE CARRYING
PALMS, SYMBOLS OF PEACE., BUT THEN THE ROMAN
AUTHORITIES FORBADE THE CARRYING OF SPEARS.,
TO BE SURE THEY WERE PRAISING GOD; BUT THEY
WERE ALSO HAILING THE KING OF ISRAEL., THE
NEW KING DAVID. SOME OF THEM NO DOUBT

REMEMBERED THE PROPHESY OF ZECHARIAH:
“"BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, HUMBLE

AND RIDING ON A DONKEY.” AND THEY THOUGHT




OF PREVIOUS KINGS, LIKE SAUL, DAVID AND
SOLOMON, OUR HERO WiILL SAve Us! IT's A

TEMPTING LIE,

AND WHILE THE CROWD SHOUTED WILDLY., “HOSANNAH,
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD, EVEN THE KING OF ISRAEL.,"” JESUS.

HOWEVER, INSTEAD OF SMILING AND ACKNOWLEDGING
THE CHEERS, WEEPS OVER THE CITY AND ITS PEOPLE.

M

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE REPORTS: “AND

WHEN JESUS DREW NEAR AND SAW THE CITY, HE
WEPT OVER IT, SAYING., ‘WOULD THAT EVEN TODAY

YOU KNEW THE THINGS THAT MAKE FOR PEACE.
BUT NOW THEY ARE HID FROM YOUR EYES.'”

HAD JESUS WEPT ONLY FOR WHAT HE HAD EARLIER
PREDICTED WOULD HAPPEN TO HIM, THAT WOULD

BE POIGNANT ENOUGH. INSTEAD, HE WEEPS FOR
WHAT HE IS SURE WILL BEFALL THE VERY PEOPLE
WHO TODAY ARE URGING HIM ON; AND WHO TOMORROW,
BECAUSE OF THEIR BLINDNESS AND DISAPPOINTMENT,

WILL BE SHOUTING, “CRUCIFY HIM!”

YET IT SHOULDN'T SURPRISE US. WE WANT TO
BELIEVE THE LIE--OUR HERO WILL SAVE US. AND
HE WILL SAVE US BY USING THE POWER OF FORCE,
BY USING ALL THE VIOLENCE NECESSARY, BY
DESTROYING WITHOUT MERCY ALL OUR ENEMIES.

AND OUT OF THIS VAST DESTRUCTION AND SUFFERING
THERE WILL COME SOMETHING CALLED VICTORY

AND THIS WILL ENSURE THE EMERGENCY OF A




BETTER WORLD,

THEN AS NOW, HUMAN BEINGS WORSHIPPED POWER.
JESUS KNEW LONG BEFORE LORD ACTON SAID IT,
"POWER TENDS TO CORRUPT; ABSOLUTE POWER
CORRUPTS ABSOLUTELY."” JESUS KNEW THE
TENDENCY OF POWER TO BECOME A THEOLOGY.
ADMITTING NO OTHER GODS BEFORE IT. HE KNEW
THE TENDENCY OF POWER TO DISTORT AND DAMAGE
THE TRADITIONS AND INSTITUTIONS IT WAS
DESIGNED TO PROTECT.,

THE PALM SUNDAY STORY TEACHES US THE DEEPEST
LESSONS ABOUT OURSELVES AND THE LIE WE SO
DESPERATELY WANT TO BELIEVE: "“OUR HERO WILL
SAVE Us.” THE TRUTH IS OUR HERO CANNOT SAVE
US IN THE WAY WE THINK HE CAN, AND OUR
WORLDLY POWER CANNOT SAVE US IN THE WAY WE
LIKE TO THINK IT CAN. THE TRUTH IS THAT

IT WILL MORE LIKELY DESTROY US.

THE TRUTH THAT JESUS TAUGHT IS THAT ALL
PEOPLE STAND IN NEED OF A MERCIFUL GOD AND
THAT ALL POLITICS SHOULD BEGIN WITH REPENTANCE

AND FORGIVENESS.,

HOW THEN DO WE OVERCOME THE LIE? "OUR HERO
WILL SAVE US.” BY LOOKING TO THE TRUTH.
AND THE FIRST PART OF THE TRUTH IS THIS.

1. WE BEGIN BY ADMITTING WE ARE CREATURES
ALWAYS TRYING TO DENY OUR CREATURELINESS.



WE ARE ALWAYS TRYING TO OVERCOME A SENSE--
AND A FALSE SENSE AT THAT--OF INSIGNIFICANCE.

WHEN THE FIRST SPACE SHUTTLE GOT OFF THE
GROUND, IT WAS A THRILLING SIGHT. THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SENT A |
MESSAGE TO THE SPACE-BOUND ASTRONAUTS: “You
GO IN THE HAND OF GOD.” THAT WAS MODEST
ENOUGH, BUT HE WENT ON: “THROUGH YOU TODAY
WE ALL FEEL AS GIANTS ONCE AGAIN." THE
IMPLICATION WAS THAT BEFORE THIS EVENT., WE
HAD BEEN FEELING INSIGNIFICANT,

BUT NOW OUR HEROES WOULD SAVE US. THROUGH
THEM AND THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS WE COULD ALL
FEEL BIGGER AND BETTER. THE PRESIDENT WENT
ON TO SAY ABOUT THAT EVENT: "ONCE AGAIN
WE FEEL THE SURGE OF PRIDE THAT COMES FROM
KNOWING WE ARE THE FIRST AND WE ARE THE
BEST."”

EVERYONE WANTS TO FEEL THEY ARE THE FIRST

AND THE BEST., AND WE CAN'T DO IT OURSELVES,
WE CAN ALWAYS EXPERIENCE IT VICARIOUSLY THROUGH
OUR HEROES AND HEROINES,

SOMETIMES TOO IN OUR ATTEMPTS TO FEEL
SIGNIFICANT, WE FIND OTHERS WE CAN PUT
BENEATH US. WE SCAPEGOAT OTHERS INTO
INSIGNIFICANCE--INTO BEING SECOND. WE FIND
SOMEONE WE THINK IS WORSE THAN US SO THAT

WE CAN FEEL BETTER,



JESUS, HOWEVER., REFUSED TO BE THE KIND OF

1
OF

HERO THAT THE CROWD WANTED HIM TO BE ON THAT

RST PALM SUNDAY. HE KNEW THE IDOLATRY
HERO WORSHIP. HE KNEW THE FALSE PRIDE

IT CREATES, HE KNEW IT WAS A LIE TO BELIEVE
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AT OUR HEROES OR HEROINES CAN SAVE US.

AT THEN IS THE ALTERNATIVE? WHAT IS THE
RTHER TRUTH THAT GoD’S COMING IN JESUS

INGS US?

THE SECOND PART OF THE TRUTH IS: OUR
ROES CANNOT SAVE US. OUR POLITICAL LEADERS

NNOT SAVE US NO MATTER HOW GOOD THEY ARE.
R BOMBS AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS CANNOT SAVE
.  IT IS ALWAYS SO TEMPTING TO TAKE HOLD
SOME SEEMINGLY SIMPLE SOLUTION--SUCH AS
AT WE OUGHT TO DO IS JUST BOMB THE HELL
T OF THOSE PEOPLE. AND IF OUR PASSION
GREAT ENOUGH, WE MAY EVEN BE WILLING TO
OW OURSELVES UP IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING
SAVE OURSELVES. OUR RELIGIOUS LEADERS
NNOT SAVE US. ONLY GOD’'S SUFFERING LOVE
SEEN IN JESUS CHRIST CAN SAVE US. THAT'S
E TRUTH OF PALM SUNDAY. THAT’S THE TRUTH
ICH THE PEOPLE WHO GREETED JESUS THAT DAY
UND IT SO DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE. IT’S THE

JTH WE FIND SO DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE.

THE THIRD PART OF THE TRUTH IS THIS:
SUS DID NOT WANT PEOPLE TO CLING TO HIM.

THER HE WANTED PEOPLE THEN., AND PEOPLE



NOW, TO KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD'S PRESENCE
IN AND AMONG THEM. AS MARTIN LUTHER SAID
LONG AGO, WE ARE TO BECOME LITTLE CHRISTS
TO EACH OTHER AND TO THE WORLD. JESUS'

MISSION WAS TO LEAD PEOPLE TO GOD, NOT TO

HIMSELF. WE CAN AND DO REMAKE JESUS INTO
OUR OWN KIND OF HERO-IDOL, AS FOR EXAMPLE

WHEN WE MAKE HIM INTO OUR “PERSONAL SAVIOR.”
JESUS WAS NOT THE OBJECT OF THE MESSAGE HE
PREACHED.

TAKING JESUS AT HIS WORD MEANS THAT WE ARE
NOW ABLE TO LIVE OUR LIVES IN THIS WORLD

IN A NEW WAY. WE NO LONGER HAVE TO LIVE
ACCORDING TO THE OLD LIES THAT ARE IN THE
CULTURE,

NOWw WE KNOW THAT NO ONE IS EXCLUDED FROM
GoD’S LOVE. GOD’S GRACE IS AND ALWAYS HAS
BEEN EVERYWHERE. SO WHEN JESUS SPOKE OF
ENLARGED BORDERS AND A GREATER DESTINY., HE
WAS NOT SPEAKING OF CONQUEST AND MORE
TERRITORY, RATHER, HE WAS TALKING OF BROADER
SYMPATHIES AND BROKEN BARRIERS OF RACE AND
CLASS., "“GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THE WHOLE
WORLD AND EVERYTHING IN CREATION, THAT (GOD
CAME IN CHRIST AND GOD IS NOW AND ALWAYS

A PART AND IN EVERY PART OF THIS CREATION,

INCLUDING EACH ONE OF UuS.”

THAT'S WHAT PALM SUNDAY IS ABOUT--NOT JESUS
COMING AS A WORLDLY LEADER OR CONQUEROR.



OR HERO INTO JERUSALEM. IT IS ABOUT (OD
COMING INTO THIS WORLD EMPOWERING THE WEAK.,
HEALING THE HURT., AND TAKING ON THE SUFFERING
OF THE WORLD. AND WE KNOW SOMETHING ON THIS
PALM SUNDAY, THAT THOSE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM
DID NOT KNOW ON THAT DAY--WE KNOW THAT JESUS
DIED, AND WAS RAISED ON EASTER. WE KNOW

THAT GOD IS EVER AMONG US AND IN US. WE
DON’T NEED A HERO OR HEROINE, BECAUSE (OD

IS ALREADY A PART OF US AND IN uUS. AMEN,




