SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 198/

“IT'S ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY"
(No., 3 IN A SERIES: "LIES WE TELL EACH OTHER")

[SATIAH 11:6-9
REVELATION 21:1-5

[T IS SAID THAT GALILEO, WHO WAS SUMMONED
TO THE INQUISITION IN ROME FOR HIS RADICAL

VIEWS ON THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE., AT TIMES
SHOWED HIS TELESCOPE TO THE LEADING SAGES

OF THE DAY. THE RESULT GENERALLY FELL INTO
THREE CATEGORIES OF RESPONSE:

(1) A FEW PEOPLE WERE AMAZED BY WHAT THEY
SAW AND WERE OPEN TO ANOTHER VIEW OF THE
UNIVERSE--THEY WERE NOT AFRAID OF NEW KNOWLEDGE
WHICH COULD THREATEN THEIR PRESENT VIEW OF

WHAT THEY BELIEVED,

(2) A SECOND GROUP, HOWEVER, LOOKED INTO
THE TELESCOPE AND THEN PEERED AROUND AT THE
OTHER END OF THE TELESCOPE, CONVINCED THAT

GALILEO HAD PASTED SOMETHING ON THE GLASS:
THE PICTURE OF A PLANET., THE MOON, WHATEVER.
THEY DID NOT WANT TO BELIEVE WHAT THEY WERE
SEEING AND DIDN'T, THIS GROUP OF PEOPLE
RATHER BELIEVED THE LIES--"IT's ALWAYS BEEN




THAT WAY.” OR ANOTHER WAY OF PUTTING IT--
NOTHING CHANGES.,

(3) THE THIRD CATEGORY OF PEOPLE SIMPLY
REFUSED TO LOOK THROUGH THE LENS. THEY

DIDN'T WANT TO SEE ANYTHING THAT MIGHT MAKE
HEM CHANGE THEIR VIEW OF THE WORLD. THEY
DIDN'T WANT TO ENTERTAIN ANY NEW POSSIBILITIES
AT ALL. THEY DIDN’T WANT THEIR OLD BELIEFS
CHALLENGED. THEY WERE AFRAID OF NEW
POSSIBILITIES, OF NEW TRUTH. THEY ALSO WERE

COMFORTABLE WITH THE LIE, “IT’Ss ALWAYS BEEN
THIS WAY."“

IF YOU HAD LIVED THEN, WHICH OF THESE THREE
GROUPS WOULD YOU HAVE BEEN PART OF?

WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES US HUMAN BEINGS AFRAID
OF CHANGE? AFRAID OF NEW TRUTH? AFRAID

OF NEW WAYS OF DOING THINGS? I WAS TALKING
WITH A MAN THE OTHER DAY AND HE SAID TO ME
IN ALL SERIOUSNESS, “I CAN'T THINK OF A
SINGLE CHANGE THAT HAS IMPROVED THINGS.”

[ QUICKLY ASKED HIM IN RETURN, “WHAT ABOUT
THE INDOOR TOILET AND RUNNING WATER INSIDE
THE HOUSE?” HE THEN RELUCTANTLY ADMITTED

THAT PERHAPS I HAD A CASE IN POINT.

"TT’S ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY.” WE TELL OTHERS
AND WE TELL OURSELVES THIS LIE OVER AND OVER
AGAIN, THERE’S A CERTAIN KIND OF SECURITY

IN TRYING TO KEEP THINGS THE WAY WE THINK



THEY'VE ALWAYS BEEN.

HERE'S A WAY OF LOOKING AT CHANGE AND WHAT
MAKES IT SO DIFFICULT FOR US TO ACCEPT THAT
HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO ME, LET'S BEGIN WITFH
THE WORD “PARADIGM.” A PARADIGM IS A MODEL
OR A PATTERN. IT IS A SHARED SET OF
ASSUMPTIONS, IT'’S SOMETHING LIKE A FILTER
THROUGH WHICH WE SEE THE WORLD. EACH ONE
OF US SEES PEOPLE, EVENTS, THE WORLD AROUND
US, THROUGH SOME KIND OF PARADIGM. THE

PARADIGM HELPS MAKE SOME SENSE OUT OF THE
WORLD. OR TO PUT IT ANOTHER WAY--A PARADIGM

IS A CONCEPTUAL THEME.

NOT TOO MANY YEARS AGO, THOMAS KUHN, A
PHYSICIST WHO BECAME A WELL-KNOWN PROFESSOR
OF THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, WROTE A BOOK
CALLED, “THE STRUCTURE OF SCIENTIFIC
REVOLUTIONS.” HE SHOWED IN THIS BOOK HOW
SCIENCE IMPOSES PATTERNS OR PARADIGMS ON
REALITY IN ORDER TO BETTER EXPLAIN HOW THE
UNIVERSE WORKS.

FOR EXAMPLE, A FAMOUS HISTORICAL PARADIGM
IS THE PTOLEMAIC VIEW OF THE WORLD. HERE'S
THE EARTH IN THE MIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSE.
FOR AS ANY FOOL CAN PLAINLY SEE, THE SUN

COMES UP IN THE EAST., MOVES OVERHEAD, AND
SETS IN THE WEST., AND THE STARS MOVE AROUND
IN VERY PREDICTABLE COURSES., PTOLEMY'S

SCIENCE WON OUT IN ITS DAY BECAUSE IT




EXPLAINED THE WORLD BETTER THAN ITS COMPETITORS.

HOWEVER BY THE 1b6TH CENTURY., SOME ADVANCE
ASTRONOMERS WERE SAYING THAT THIS PARADIGM,
THIS IDEA OF HOW THE UNIVERSE IS ORGANIZED.
HAD TOO MANY DISCREPANCIES. THEY SAW THINGS
HAPPENING WHICH DID NOT FIT THIS PATTERN,

S0 PEOPLE LIKE COPERNICUS BEGAN TO LOOK FOR
A BETTER WAY TO EXPLAIN THE UNIVERSE, A NEW
PARADIGM, THE EARTH, SAID COPERNICUS., MOVES
AROUND THE SUN.,

BUT NEW PARADIGMS ARE NOT EASILY ACCEPTED
BECAUSE OF THE LIE WE TELL EACH OTHER--"IT'Ss
ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY.” THEN RELIGIOUS PEOPLE
GO ON TO SAY--GOD MADE IT THIS WAY AND GOD

DOESN'T CHANGE THINGS., WE NEVER STOP TO
CONSIDER THAT OUR PERCEPTION OR INTERPRETATION

OF THE WAY WE THINK GOD MADE SOMETHING MIGHT
BE FAULTY. WE HAVE PARADIGMS THAT WE PUT
ON (OD,

COPERNICUS WAS CAUTIOUS IN PROPOSING HIS
NEW PARADIGM. GALILEO, WHO THROUGH HIS
STUDIES OF THE UNIVERSE CAME TO AGREE WITH
COPERNICUS, WAS ALSO CAUTIOUS. AND HE WAS
GENUINELY SURPRISED WHEN HE WAS CALLED TO

ROME BEFORE THE CARDINALS OF THE CHURCH WHO
WERE CERTAIN THEY KNEW HOW GOD HAD PUT THE
UNIVERSE TOGETHER,

IN ROME, THEY TOOK HIM DOWNSTAIRS AND SHOWED



HIM THE THUMBSCREWS AND THE RACK. GALILEO
WAS SEVENTY AND HE RECANTED. [HE ESTABLISHMENT
WAS SO EAGER TO SILENCE HIM IT INTRODUCED

A FORGERY INTO HIS PROSECUTION. GALILEO
SPENT THE REST OF HIS LIFE UNDER HOUSE ARREST.
AND THE OFFICIAL CHURCH VIEW CONTINUED--
THE SUN MOVES AROUND THE CHURCH. IT'S ALWAYS

BEEN THIS WAY,

TODAY WE LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LATEST VERSION

OF HOW THE UNIVERSE FUNCTIONS. THIS VIEW
AFFECTS OUR BEHAVIOR AND OUR THOUGHTS., JUST
AS PREVIOUS VERSIONS AFFECTED THOSE WHO LIVED

WITH THEM.,

PARADIGMS ARE HARD TO CHANGE BECAUSE WE HAVE
SO MUCH INVESTED IN THEM. NEW PARADIGMS

DO NOT GET ADOPTED BECAUSE THEY ARE NEATER
AND WORK BETTER THAN THE OLD ONES. WE LIKE
TO BELIEVE THAT IT'S ALWAYS BEEN A CERTAIN

WAY ,

IN FACT, THOSE WHO PROPOSE NEW PARADIGMS.
NEW WAYS OF UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD AND WE
AS HUMAN BEINGS IN IT--NEW WAYS OF UNDERSTANDING

GOD AND HOW GOD WORKS, ARE OFTEN PERSECUTED
AND KILLED. THEY ARE CONSIDERED VERY

DANGEROUS. SUCH PEOPLE ARE CALLED RADICALS
AND REVOLUTIONARIES.,

JESUS CHRIST IS AN EXAMPLE., HE CHALLENGED
THE LIE--"IT'S ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY.” JESUS



PROPOSED THAT GOD IS ALWAYS DOING NEW THINGS.,
AND THAT WE HUMAN BEINGS CAN GROW IN OUR
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF HOW GOD IS
WORKING IN THE CREATION., TIME AND TIME AGAIN
JESUS SAID, "YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID

OF OLD--BUT I SAY UNTO You.,”

MANY PEOPLE IN JESUS' TIME BELIEVED THAT
GOD LOVED THEM MORE THAN GOD LOVED OTHER
PEOPLE--AND THAT IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN THAT
WAY. BUT JESUS SAID, “GOD LOVES ALL PEOPLE,

GoD SO LOVED THE WHOLE WORLD, THAT GOD CAME
TO DWELL AMONG US.”

THE PROBLEM IS AS JESUS KNEW., THAT WE
FREQUENTLY USE THE LIE, "IT'S ALWAYS B
THIS WAYY TO JUSTIFY THE STATUS QUO,
ARE SOME EXAMPLES.

LK
M
=

| (=
L
A
M

(1) WOMEN ARE TO BE SUBORDINATE TO MEN,
PEOPLE DEFEND THIS BELIEF AND PRACTICE BY
SAYING: "IT'S ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY."” BuUT
IT HASN'T ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY, AND EVEN
IF IT HAD, THAT DOES NOT MEAN IT HAS TO BE
THIS WAY NOW,

(2) THE PRACTICE OF SLAVERY AT ONE TIME
WAS DEFENDED WITH THE LIE--"IT'S ALWAYS BEEN

THIS WAY.”

(3) I HEAR PEOPLE TODAY SAYING--THERE HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN POOR PEOPLE AMONG US AND WE'LL



ALWAYS HAVE THE POOR WITH US IN THE FUTURE--
THEREFORE WE SHOULDN'T WORRY VERY MUCH ABOUT
TRYING TO DO AWAY WITH POVERTY. SOME EVEN
TAKE A STATEMENT OUT OF CONTEXT MADE BY JESUS
IN REGARD TO POOR PEOPLE TO DEFEND THE STATUS
QUO. AS JESUS WAS NEARING HIS TRIAL AND
CRUCIFIXION, A WOMAN HAD ANNOINTED HIM WITH
EXPENSIVE OINTMENT, AND SOME OF JESUS'
FOLLOWERS CRITICIZED HER FOR WASTING THE
EXPENSIVE PERFUME., THEY SAID IT COULD'VE
BEEN SOLD AND THE MONEY GIVEN TO THE POOR.

[T WAS THEN THAT JESUS SAID, “YOU WILL ALWAYS
HAVE THE POOR WITH YOU., BUT YOU WON’'T HAVE

ME.” IN OTHER WORDS, YOU HAVE A LOT OF TIME
TO TAKE CARE OF THE POOR AND YOU SHOULD,

BUT THIS WOMAN HAS DONE A BEAUTIFUL THING
FOR ME NOW AS I AM FACING THE MOST DIFFICULT

PERIOD IN MY LIFE.”

(4) I HEAR PEOPLE SAYING, “FROM THE BEGINNING
OF TIME WE HUMAN BEINGS HAVE HAD WARS; WE'VE
BEEN FIGHTING WITH ONE ANOTHER., IT’S ALWAYS
EN THIS WAY--SO THERE’S NOTHING THAT CAN

DONE ABOUT IT.”
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AGAIN, IT HASN'T ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY. IN
FACT, NEW STUDIES IN ANTHROPOLOGY ARE NOW
SUGGESTING THAT WHAT DISTINGUISHED WE HUMAN

BEINGS FROM THE APES AND OTHER SO-CALLED
LOWER ANIMALS WAS OUR ABILITY TO COOPERATE.
TO WORK TOGETHER, TO BECOME MEMBERS OF SOCIAL
UNITS, TO GATHER AND STORE FOOD.




THIS IS IN CONTRAST TO AN EARLIER THEORY,
WHICH FOLLOWING DARWIN, HAD SUGGESTED THAT
WHAT DISTINGUISHED WE HUMAN BEINGS FROM OTHER
ANIMALS WAS OUR ABILITY TO MAKE AND USE WEAPONS.
THESE EARLY THEORIES WENT ON TO SUGGEST THAT
MALE DOMINANCE WAS A HUMAN TRAIT ROTTED IN
THE PROWESS OF MEN TO HUNT AND KILL ANIMALS,
NOW NEWER THEORIES IN ANTHROPOLOGY ARE SAYING
THAT THE REAL FOUNDATION OF HUMAN PROGRESS

IS TO BE FOUND IN THE WOMAN AS THE "“GATHERER.”

SUCH THEORIES GO ON TO SUGGEST THAT THE
FORCES SHAPING THE HUMAN SPECIES WERE NOT

VIOLENCE AND COMPETITION, BUT PEACEABLENESS
AND COOPERATION. THESE THEORIES FURTHER
SUGGEST THAT EARLY HUMAN BEINGS DIDN’T EVEN
HUNT ANIMALS AT ALL,

NO DOUBT ANTHROPOLOGISTS WILL CONTINUE TO
DISCUSS AND DEBATE THESE THEORIES, HOWEVER
THE POINT FOR US IS THAT IT IS A LIE TO
ASSUME THAT “IT'S ALWAYS BEEN A CERTAIN
WAY , "

AS CHRISTIANS IN OUR FREE CHURCH TRADITION,
WE BELIEVE AS PASTOR JOHN ROBINSON PUT IT
WHEN HE WAS SAYING FAREWELL TO THOSE COMING

TO THIS COUNTRY ON THE SHIP CALLED THE
MAYFLOWER--"REMEMBER THERE IS YET MORE LIGHT
AND TRUTH TO BREAK FORTH FROM GOD’S HoLY

WORD, "




GOD’S REVELATION IS CONTINUOUS. WE NEVER

KNOW ALL THERE IS TO KNOW. AND ACCORDING

TO THE BIBLE, “GOD IS ALWAYS MAKING THINGS

NEW.,"” THAT'S WHAT GIVES US HOPES AS CHRISTIANS.
WE BELIEVE THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH

IS THE INCREASE AMONG PEOPLE OF THE LOVE

OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR. NOTICE THE WORD--
“INCREASE."”

BACK IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE PROPHETS KNEW
THAT THINGS WOULD NOT ALWAYS BE A CERTAIN

WAY. CREATION IS NOT FROZEN IN A CERTAIN
FIXED STATE., BUT IS CONTINOUS AND ON-GOING.

THUS ISAIAH, IN THE PASSAGE READ EARLIER.
LOOKED FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN "“THE WOLF
SHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB, AND THE LEOPARD
SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE KID, AND THE CALF
AND THE LION AND THE FATLING TOGETHER, AND

A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM, THE COW

AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR YOUNG SHALL
LIE DOWN TOGETHER; AND THE LION SHALL EAT
STRAW LIKE THE OX . ., . THE SUCKING CHILD
SHALL PLAY OVER THE WHOLE OF THE ASP., AND
THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON THE
ADDER'S DEN. THEY SHALL NOT HURT OR DESTROY
IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR THE EARTH SHALL

BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD AS THE
WATERS COVER THE SEA.”

THIS IS NOT THE VISION OF SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES
“IT'S ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY.” RATHER IT IS
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THE VISION OF A CREATION THAT IS MOVING
TOWARD A GOAL OF PEACE AND HARMONY IN ALL
OF GOD’'’S CREATION,

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST., WE BELIEVE

THAT WE ARE ALREADY A PART OF THIS NEW
CREATION, AND WE ARE CO-WORKERS WITH GOD

IN HELPING BRING THIS NEW CREATION INTO BEING
FOR ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. WE ARE CO-WORKERS
WITH GOD WHO IS MAKING ALL THINGS NEW. SO
WHEN ANYONE SAYS TO You, "IT’S ALWAYS BEEN

THIS WAY.,"” AS A CHRISTIAN YOU CAN CHALLENGE
THAT STATEMENT AND TELL THEM THE TRUTH. IT

HASN'T ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY AND IT WON'T
ALWAYS BE THIS WAY. WE CAN HELP BRING
POSITIVE CHANGES FOR THE GOOD INTO BEING
BECAUSE GOD IS ALREADY AT WORK AMONG US.,

THAT TRULY IS GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF uUSs. AMEN,

DISCUSSION-QUESTIONS

1. HAVE YOU FOUND YOURSELF SAYING, "IT’s
ALWAYS BEEN THIS WAY.” THINK OF SOME

OF THE WAYS YOU HAVE USED THIS STATEMENT.
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WHAT KINDS OF CHANGES IN THE WORLD AND

IN YOUR LIFE BOTHER YOU THE MOST? WHAT
MAKES CHANGE DIFFICULT FOR YOU?

WHAT DO YOU FEAR MOST ABOUT THE FUTURE?
DO YOU THINK WE HUMAN BEINGS HAVE THE
ABILITY TO MANAGE CHANGE, TO GUIDE IT?

WHAT DOES THE PHRASE “KINGDOM OF GOD.,"
OR "KINGDOM OF HEAVEN" MEAN TO You? Do
YOU SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD AS BEING
PRESENT IN THE CREATION NOW?

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PARADIGMS THAT ARE
CURRENT TODAY IN SHAPING OUR VIEW OF
THE WORLD AND OF HUMAN BEINGS? WHAT
PARADIGMS DO WE IMPOSE ON GOD?




