SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 1987/

"WINNING IS WHAT MATTERS”
(No, 2 IN A SERIES: "“LIES WE TELL EACH OTHER")

II TIMOTHY 4:1-8
LUKE 9:25-2/

WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF LIES--LITTLE ONES AND
BIG ONES. RECENTLY IN A NEWSPAPER COLUMN.,

ELLEN GOODMAN DESCRIBED HER OWN EXPERIENCE
WITH LIES.

"THIS IS HOW THE MORNING BEGINS. IN MY ROLE
AS ANGRY CONSUMER, I cALL MR. BLANK FOR THE
12TH TIME THIS MONTH. HIS SECRETARY., WHO
RECOGNIZES MY VOICE BY NOW, TELLS ME: "I'M
SORRY, MR. BLANK IS IN A MEETING.” I KNOW
THE SECRETARY IS LYING: (1) SHE IS NOT
SORRY, AND (2) MR, BLANK IS NOT IN A MEETING.
SHE KNOWS THAT I KNOW SHE IS LYING, I KNOW
THAT SHE KNOWS THAT I KNOW,

WHAT DO I SAY TO HER? “LIAR, LIAR, PANTS
ON FIRE?" No, I SAY TO HER., "WHEN WILL HE

BE OUT OF THE MEETING?” SHE THEN LIES, "(3)
['M NOT SURE BUT (4) HE'LL BE GLAD TO CALL
YOU BACK."

THERE WE GO, IT IS ONLY 9:15 AND I HAVE



ALREADY LOGGED IN THE FIRST FOUR LIES OF THE
DAY. OR MAYBE I'M NOT COUNTING RIGHT. WHAT
ABOUT THE AD ON THE MORNING SHOW STARRING

AN AUTO SALESMAN (5) TEARFULLY GIVING AWAY

HIS AUTOS FOR A SONG? WHAT ABOUT THE BILLBOARD
ON THE WAY TO WORK PROMISING (b) HIGH LIVING
WITH LOW TAR?"

THESE SOUND LIKE LITTLE INSIGNIFICANT LIES.
BUT LIVING WITH THEM DAY BY DAY, WE CAN BECOME
DESENSITIZED TO DECEIT. AND SOON WE BEGIN

TO TAKE EVEN BIGGER LIES FOR GRANTED. THEN
THERE ARE THE EUPHEMISMS WE USE BECAUSE WE

DO NOT LIKE TO HEAR THE WORD "LIES.” LAS
YEAR OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CALLED ITS LIES--
"DISINFORMATION."” THE LIES WERE APPROPRIATE
THE GOVERNMENT SAID BECAUSE ITS CAMPAIGN WAS
DIRECTED AGAINST LIBYA'S MUAMMAR EL-QADDAFI,
IN OTHER WORDS THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS.
WE'VE HEARD OF MISINFORMATION BUT NOW WE HAVE
“"DISINFORMATION.” A FEW YEARS AGO., WE
HUMOROUSLY TALKED ABOUT THE THREE BIGGEST

LIES THAT ARE COMMONLY TOLD AMONG US. (1)

THE CHECK IS IN THE MAIL; (2) DON'T WORRY.,

IF ANYTHING HAPPENS, I'LL MARRY YOU; AND (3)
WE'RE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND WE'RE HERE TO
HELP YOU.

[ BELIEVE THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO SPEAK
THE TRUTH AND TO LIVE THE TRUTH AS WE HAVE
RECEIVED IT FROM JESUS. IT’'S NOT EASY TO

DO BECAUSE AS [ SAID LAST WEEK THE CULTURE



IN WHICH WE LIVE IS ALWAYS SUBVERTING THE
CHURCH. IT’S SO EASY FOR US AS CHRISTIANS
TO BUY INTO THE LANGUAGE OF THE DAY AND WHEN
WE DO WE ALSO SWALLOW THE VALUES THAT SHAPE
THE LANGUAGE,

AND THIS BRINGS US DIRECTLY TO THE LIE WE
WANT TO TALK ABOUT TODAY. WINNING IS WHAT
MATTERS! SOME FORCES IN THE CULTURE EVEN

PUT THE LIE IN STRONGER LANGUAGE--WINNING

Is ALL THAT MATTERS! CONTINUALLY IN OUR KIND

OF SOCIETY WE TALK OF WINNERS AND LOSERS.
WE GO EVEN FURTHER AND EQUATE WORTH WITH

WINNING. WINNING IS SO IMPORTANT THAT ONE
OLD POLITICAL SAYING PUT IT THIS WAY: “CLAIM
EVERYTHING., CONCEDE NOTHING AND IF DEFEATED,
ALLEGE FRAUD."

RIGHT NOW IN OUR TIME THIS LIE THAT WINNING
IS WHAT MATTERS IS ALMOST DESTROYING ONE OF
OUR MAJOR PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES--SOUTHERN
METHODIST UNIVERSITY IN DALLAS, TEXAS. AND
NOW THIS LIE APPARENTLY HAS CAUGHT BILL
CLEMENTS, THE GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, IN SOME LIES
OF HIS OWN.

THE POINT IS THE LIE--WINNING IS WHAT MATTERS--
IS A CORRUPTING LIE. IT LEADS TO A BELIEF

THAT WINNING AT ANY coST IS OKAY.

THE BELIEF THAT WINNING IS WHAT MATTERS GOES
FAR BEYOND FOOTBALL AND OTHER SPORTS. MANY



IN OUR SOCIETY MAKE A RELIGION OF WINNING
IN EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE. WINNING BECOMES
GOD,

THEN WE GO ON TO SUPPORT THIS LIE WITH ANOTHER
ONE--THAT EFFORT AND DESIRE ARE THE ONLY THINGS
NEEDED TO BE A WINNER.

TEX SAMPLE, A PROFESSOR OF PREACHING AT ST.
PAUL SEMINARY IN KANSAS CITY, TELLS THIS STORY
ABOUT HIMSELF AND THE GOD OF WINNING, OR AS
WE MIGHT ALSO CALL IT, THE GOD OF ACHIEVEMENT,

WHEN HE WAS 14, HE WANTED MORE THAN ANYTHING
ELSE TO BE A PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL PITCHER,
HE USED TO PRACTICE EVERY DAY IN A PARKING
LOT BEHIND A CABSTAND THAT HIS FATHER OWNED.,
HIS TARGET WAS A STRIKE ZONE WHICH HE HAD
PAINTED ON A FURNITURE STORE WALL WITH THE
PERMISSION OF THE OWNER. HE PURCHASED THREE
RUBBER-COATED BASEBALLS FOR 49 CENTS EACH
AND HE BEGAN TO PELT THAT WALL WITH BALLS,
TRYING TO HIT THE STRIKE ZONE--A PURSUIT THAT
TURNED OUT TO BE AN IMPOSSIBLE DREAM,

ONE DAY HIS UNCLE PAUL, WHO OWNED THE LOCAL
FISH MARKET., WALKED UP AND ASKED HIM, “Boy,
DO YOU WANT TO BE A PITCHER?" AND HE ANSWERED.

“MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE IN THE WORLD."” “WELL,
THERE AIN'T BUT TWO THINGS YOU GOTTA DO.”

HIS UNcLE PAuL sAID. "“You GOTTA WANT TO BAD
ENOUGH, AND YOU GOTTA WORK HARD ENOUGH."” "Is




HAT REALLY TRUE, UNCLE PAUL." HE ASKED.
BECAUSE TEX DIDN'T REALLY KNOW ANYONE WHO
WANTED TO MORE THAN HE DID AND IN ALL THE
YEARS HE PLAYED BASEBALL HE HAD NEVER PLAYED
ON A TEAM WITH ANYONE WHO WORKED HARDER THAN
HE DID."

"SHORE IT’S TRUE. YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU
WANT TO IF YOU WORK HARD ENOUGH AND WANT TO
BAD ENOUGH. LOOK AT BABE RUTH. IF HE cCOULD
DO IT, YOU CAN."

TEX SAMPLE WENT ON TO SAY, “SUBSEQUENT EVENTS
PROVED THAT MY UNCLE PAUL WAS CORRECT. I

COULD HAVE PLAYED MAJOR-LEAGUE BALL. I HAD
EVERYTHING IT TOOK, WELL, EXCEPT FOR THREE

THINGS--THREE THINGS THAT BABE RUTH COULD

DO AND I COULDN'T: RUTH COULD HIT, AND I
COULDN’T; RUTH couLD THROW, AND I COULDN'T;
AND RUTH COULD RUN, AND I COULDN'T. BuUT
EXCEPT FOR THESE THREE THINGS, I COULD HAVE
MADE IT TO THE BIG LEAGUES. I FOUND IT TO
BE A LIE THAT EFFORT AND DESIRE ARE THE ONLY
THINGS ONE NEEDS TO BE A WINNER."
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WHAT THEN DOES OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH HAVE TO
SAY ABOUT THIS LIE--WINNING IS WHAT MATTERS

AND ITS COROLLARY THAT EFFORT AND DESIRE ARE
THE ONLY THINGS ONE NEEDS TO BE A WINNER?

1. FIRST OF ALL, OUR FAITH REMINDS US THAT
WHETHER WE WIN OR LOSE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH
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WHEN BERNIE GOT TO THE &TH GRADE, HE FELL

IN LOVE WITH A BLOND-HAIRED, BLUE-EYED
CLASSMATE, ONE DAY HE ASKED HER TO GO TO

THE MOVIES, "“WELL PoPS, I'D LIKE TO GO, LET
ME ASK MY MOMMA AND I’LL LET YOU KNOW TOMORROW
BECAUSE MOMMA HAS TO APPROVE ALL MY DATES.”

THE NEXT DAY POPS COULD NOT FIND THE GIRL,
IN FACT, HE DID NOT SEE HER UNTIL TWO DAYS
LATER., SHE HAD BEEN AVOIDING HIM. “WELL,
WHAT TIME AM I PICKING YOU UP?" BERNIE ASKED,

“T'M NOT GOING,"” SAID THE GIRL. “WHAT DO
YOU MEAN YOU’'RE NOT GOING?” “I CAN'T GO,

MY MOMMA WON'T LET ME,"” SHE SAID. “WHY NOT?”
“I'D RATHER NOT SAY.” “YEAH, I WANT TO KNOW
WHY."” “WELL Pops.,” SHE SAID, “My MOMMA THINKS
THAT YOU'RE NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR ME,"

IT HURT HIM DEEPLY AND HE NEVER FORGOT IT.

THE TEMPTATION IS TO BE HARD ON THE MOTHER,

BUT THE MOTHER HAD KNOWN WHAT IT WAS TO

STRUGGLE FINANCIALLY HER WHOLE LIFE. HAVING

A BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER IN A MAJORETTE CULTURE

MEANT THAT THE DAUGHTER HAD A CHANCE TO BETTER
HERSELF, THE MOTHER'S STRATEGY WORKED. BEAUTIFUL
AND A NICE PERSON, THE GIRL LATER MARRIED

A DECENT FELLOW WHO HAPPENED TO BE THE SON

OF THE MAN WHO OWNED ONE OF THE TOWN'S BANKS.,

MEANWHILE WHEN BERNIE TURNED 16, HE BOUGHT
A RAGGEDY OLD TRUCK WITH THE MONEY HE HAD
SAVED AND BEGAN HAULING GLADIOLI TO NEW



ORLEANS, SOON THE OLD TRUCK BECAME A NEW

TRUCK AND THE NEW TRUCK BECAME TWO TRUCKS

AND THEN A RAPIDLY EXPANDING BUSINESS. BY

THE TIME BERNIE WAS THIRTY, HE WAS A MILLIONAIRE,
SOON TO BE A MULTI-MILLIONAIRE.

ONE DAY HE MET ONE OF HIS OLD CLASSMATES ON

THE STREET AND HIS CLASSMATE TOLD BERNIE HOW
PROUD HE WAS OF HIM. AFTER A SHORT CONVERSATION,
HIS OLD FRIEND SAID TO BERNIE, “I’LL MAKE

YOU A BET.” "WHAT'S THE BET.,"” ASKED BERNIE.

HE WOULD BET ON ANYTHING. “I'LL BET YOU DON'T
PUT YOUR MONEY IN BILLY WAKELY'S BANK.,” “You'D

| OSE THAT BET."” SAID BERNIE. “I PUT EVERY

LAST NICKEL IN THAT BANK."” “WHY wouLD You

DO THAT?" ASKED HIS FRIEND. "BECAUSE I WANT
THAT SO AND SO COUNTING MY MONEY.,"” SAID BERNIE.

THERE'S SOMETHING I LIKE ABOUT THAT STORY,
BUT THERE'S ALSO SOMETHING HAUNTING AND
CRUSHING ABOUT IT. DBERNIE HAD BEEN SLIGHTED
25 YEARS BEFORE, AND THE MAN WAS STILL TRYING
TO PROVE THAT HE HAD WON AND BELONGED IN THAT
TOWN, THAT HE WAS GOOD ENOUGH TO BE THERE,
AND THAT HE WAS SOMEBODY.,

OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH TELLS US THAT OUR WORTH
IS NOT MEASURED BY OUR WINNING OR LOSING,
IN GOD'S ECONOMY THERE ARE NO WINNERS OR
LOSERS, ONLY CREATURES WHOM (GOD LOVES
UNCONDITIONALLY,

2. SECONDLY, ACCORDING TO OUR FAITH, WE ARE



REMINDED THAT IT’S NOT WINNING OR LOSING THAT
MATTERS, BUT WHETHER OR NOT WE ARE FOUND
FAITHFUL. THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE WHEN HE

WAS NEAR HIS DEATH, “I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD
FIGHT, [ HAVE FINISHED THE RACE, I HAVE KEPT
THE FAITH.” PAUL DID NOT SAY THAT HE WON

THE FIGHT OR THAT HE WON THE RACE. HE DID
SAY THAT HE FINISHED THE RACE AND KEPT THE
FAITH,

SOME YEAR AGO, I ATTENDED A TRACK MEET THAT

[ HAVE NEVER FORGOTTEN. THE HIGHLIGHT OF
ALL THE EVENTS WAS THE TWO-MILE RACE. WHEN

THE STARTER'S GUN SOUNDED, THE RUNNERS TOOK
OFF., OSOME GOT INTO THE LEAD IMMEDIATELY.
AS THE RACE CONTINUED, MANY OF US IN THE CROWD
BEGAN TO NOTICE ONE FELLOW IN PARTICULAR BECAUSE
HE WAS GETTING FARTHER AND FARTHER BEHIND,

FINALLY, HE WAS SO FAR BEHIND THAT SOME OF

THE OTHER RUNNERS PASSED HIM THE SECOND TIME
AROUND, AND SOON THE RACE WAS OVER. HOWEVER.,
THIS YOUNG MAN KEPT RIGHT ON RUNNING. SOON

THE CROWD BEGAN TO FEEL A LITTLE EMBARRASSED
FOR HIM., OTHERS LAUGHED ABOUT HIS POOR
SHOWING. BUT THE YOUNG MAN KEPT RIGHT ON
RUNNING, EVEN THOUGH HIS PACE WAS SLOWER AND
SLOWER., NOW EVERYONE IN THE CROWD WAS WATCHING

HIM, AND THE MOOD OF THE CROWD BEGAN TO CHANGE.
WE ALL BEGAN TO ADMIRE THE YOUNG MAN, AND

BY THE TIME THAT HE FINISHED RUNNING THE TWO
MILES, THE WHOLE CROWD WAS CHEERING FOR HIM,
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HOPING THAT HE WOULD MAKE IT, AND HE DID.

HE DIDN'T WIN THE RACE., BUT HE WAS ANOTHER
KIND OF HERO THAT AFTERNOON.

5. THIRDLY, REMEMBER THAT JESUS NEVER HAD
ANYTHING AT ALL TO SAY ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE
OF WINNING BUT HE DID HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY
ABOUT LOSING. JESUS SAID, “"IF ANYONE WOULD
COME AFTER ME, LET THAT ONE TAKE UP THE CROSS
DAILY AND FOLLOW ME. FOR THOSE WHO WOULD
SAVE THEIR LIVES WILL LOSE THEM AND THOSE

WHO LOSE THEIR LIVES FOR MY SAKE WILL SAVE
THEM. ™

WE ARE FOUND FAITHFUL WHEN WE GIVE OUR LIVES
AWAY AND WHEN WE DO THAT WE DON'T WORRY ABOUT
WHETHER WE ARE WINNING OR LOSING.,

HOPEFULLY, SOMEDAY, WE LIKE THE APOSTLE PAUL,
WILL BE ABLE TO SAY ABOUT OUR LIVES., "I HAVE

FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT; I HAVE FINISHED THE
RACE; I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH."” THAT'’S ALL
THAT GOD ASKS US TO0 DO. AMEN.
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DISCUSSION-QUESTIONS:

1,

"WINNING Is WHAT MATTERS.,"” HOW PERVASIVE
DO YOU THINK THIS LIE IS IN OUR CULTURE?
NOT ONLY IN SPORTS., BUT IN BUSINESS AND

IN OUR OTHER DAILY AFFAIRS?Y

THE SERMON SAID THAT A COROLLARY TO THIS
LIE IS: EFFORT AND DESIRE ARE ALL THAT
IT TAKES TO BE A WINNER. DO YOU AGREE?
WHY OR WHY NOT? IN WHAT WAY DO THE

STRUCTURES OF SOCIETY KEEP PEOPLE FROM
BEING WINNERS?

[T IS SAID THAT “SOMETIMES WE WIN BY
LOSING.” DO YOU THINK THIS IS TRUE? CAN

YOU GIVE ANY EXAMPLES.

HOWw HAS THIS LIE AFFECTED YOUR LIFE? Do
YOU SEE ALL OF LIFE AS A CONTEST? MusT
THERE ALWAYS BE WINNERS AND LOSERS?Y

DO YOU THINK IT’'’S ALL RIGHT FOR OUR
GOVERNMENT TO LIE TO US7?



