SUNDAY, MARCH &, 198/

“MORE MONEY WILL MAKE US HAPPY"
(No., 1 IN A SERIES: "“LI1ES WE TELL EACH OTHER")

MATTHEW 6:19-21, 24-34

MOST OF US LIKE TO THINK OF OURSELVES AS
TRUTH-TELLING PEOPLE. WE TRY TO TEACH OUR

CHILDREN NOT TO TELL LIES., BUT TO TELL THE
TRUTH. OUR INTENTIONS ARE GOOD. BUT THERE'S

MORE TO TELLING THE TRUTH THAN GOOD INTENTIONS.
WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF LIES AND WE ACCEPT

THESE AND REPEAT THEM TO EACH OTHER WITHOUT
MOST OF THE TIME QUESTIONING WHAT WE ARE

DOING.,

THEREFORE THE PURPOSE OF THIS LENTEN SERMON
SERIES IS TO EXPLORE SOME OF THE LIES WE
TELL EACH OTHER IN OUR CULTURE. NO DOUBT
SOME OF YOU LISTENING TO THESE SERMONS WILL
NOT LIKE THE WORD “LIES,"” BUT WOULD PREFER
A TERM LIKE “MYTHS” OR "ILLUSIONS.” SOME
OF THE LIES WE TELL EACH OTHER ARE OLD SAYINGS
WHICH WE REPEAT YEAR AFTER YEAR AND PASS

ON TO THE NEXT GENERATION. THEY MAY SEEM .

HARMLESS, BUT MAYBE NOT. FOR EXAMPLE, WE'VE
ALL HEARD AND PERHAPS REPEATED THE SAYING,
"You CAN'T TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS,”

YET A FEW WEEKS AGO I READ AN ARTICLE BY




A KNOWLEDGABLE DOG TRAINING EXPERT WHO POINTED
OUT THAT IT'S EASIER TO TEACH AN OLD DOG

NEW TRICKS THAN A YOUNG ONE. ANOTHER EXAMPLE:
WE'VE HEARD THE SAYING, “GOD HELPS THOSE

WHO HELP THEMSELVES.” SOME PEOPLE EVEN THINK
IT COMES FROM THE BIBLE. NoT so! IT MAY

BE TRUE IN SOME INSTANCES, BUT IT IS THE
TESTIMONY OF THE BIBLE AND OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH THAT “GOD HELPS THOSE WHO CANNOT HELP
THEMSELVES .”

YOU WILL ALSO DISCOVER AS YOU LISTEN TO THIS
SERMON SERIES THAT WHAT WE ARE CALLING “LIES”

MAY NOT SEEM LIKE "LIES"” TO YOU. THEY ARE
"LIES” IN THE SENSE THAT THEY ARE IN DIRECT
CONFLICT WITH WHAT JESUS LIVED AND TAUGHT.
THIS SHOULD NOT SURPRISE US. THE FACT IS
THAT THE CULTURE IN WHICH WE LIVE IS ALWAYS

TO SOME EXTENT IN CONFLICT WITH OUR FAITH,.
THIS HAS BEEN TRUE SINCE THE CHURCH'S BEGINNING

ALMOST 2000 YEARS AGO.

A STUDY OF CHURCH HISTORY SHOWS THAT THE
MOST PERSISTENT PROBLEM THE CHURCH HAS FACED
THROUGH THE YEARS IS HOW TO KEEP THE VALUES
OF THE WORLD FROM SUBVERTING THE CHURCH.

WE ARE ALWAYS TEMPTED TO SUBSTITUTE “WORLDLY

WISDOM” FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. OR
TO PUT IT ANOTHER WAY., THE TRUTH OF THE
CHRISTIAN FAITH FREQUENTLY SEEMS LIKE

"FOOLISHNESS"” WHEREAS OUR WORLDLY OR
CULTURAL WISDOM SEEMS MORE PRACTICAL. FOR




EXAMPLE, TWO WEEKS AGO, THE SERMON WAS ON
THE SUBJECT OF "LOVING ONE'S ENEMIES.”
ACCORDING TO THE STANDARDS OF THE CULTURE
THIS SOUNDS LIKE NONSENSE.

SO WE WILL BE TALKING IN THIS SERMON SERIES
ABOUT “LI1ES WE TELL EACH OTHER.” THESE ARE
LIES BECAUSE THEY ARE IN CONTRADICTION TO
WHAT JESUS TAUGHT.

THE FIRST LIE WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT THIS

MORNING IS ONE THAT IS STATED IN A NUMBER
OF WAYS IN OUR CULTURE. I°VE SIMPLY CHOSEN

ONE OF THEM, NAMELY., “MORE MONEY WILL MAKE
Us HAPPY.” ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING IT IS,

A PERSON IS HAPPIEST WHEN HE OR SHE IS
CONSUMING, OR SPENDING, OTHERS SAY--"IF

I ONLY HAD MORE MONEY TO SPEND I wOULD BE
HAPPY,” “OR IF I ONLY HAD ENOUGH MONEY TO
PAY ALL MY BILLS, I wouLD BE HAPPY." “IF
[ ONLY HAD MORE THINGS, THEN ALL THE REST
OF MY LIFE WOULD FALL INTO PLACE."” “IF I
ONLY HAD A NICER HOME.” "IF I ONLY HAD A
BETTER CAR.” “IF I ONLY HAD AS MUCH MONEY
AS SO AND SO.” I HEAR PEOPLE SAYING ALL
THE TIME, "I NEED MORE MONEY, THEN [ WOULD
BE HAPPY,”

THE NEWSPAPERS ARE FILLED WITH STORIES WHICH
INDICATE THAT PEOPLE BELIEVE THIS LIE., A
FEW WEEKS AGO, THE PAPERS CARRIED A STORY

ABOUT A PREGNANT WOMAN WHO ALLEGEDLY OFFERED



TO SELL HER BABY FOR $15,000 sSO SHE cCOULD

BUY A CAR AND PAY OFF SOME DEBTS.,

HERE ! S

PART OF WHAT THE PAPER REPORTED. “JoI E.
SILVERTHORNE, 2/, OF TAMPA, FLORIDA.
ARRESTED SATURDAY AFTER A JACKSONVILLE COUPLE,
WHOM AUTHORITIES WOULD NOT IDENTIFY,

WAS

MET

HER AT JACKSONVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.
THEY WERE TO GIVE $5.,500 TO SILVERTHORNE

AS A FIRST PAYMENT FOR HER BABY. INSTEAD

THEY TURNED HER OVER TO INVESTIGATO
WERE NEARBY AND RECORDING THE CONVE

R

S WHO

RSATION,”

LAST WEEK., I ALSO READ THIS STORY IN THE

PAPER: HE WORKED HIMSELF TO DEATH,

FINALLY

AND PRECISELY AT 3:00 A.M, SUNDAY MORNING.,

HE WORKED HIMSELF TO DEATH BECAUSE
THAT MORE MONEY AND A BIGGER JOB WO

=t

HE BELIEVED

LD MAKE

HIM AND HIS FAMILY HAPPY. THE OBITUARY
DIDN'T SAY THAT OF COURSE. IT SAID THAT

HE DIED OF A CORONARY THROMBOSIS--I THINK
THAT WAS IT--BUT EVERYONE OF HIS FRIENDS

AND ACQUAINTANCES KNEW HE HAD WORKED HIMSELF
TO DEATH. HE WAS A PERFECT “TYPE A," A
WORKAHOLIC, A CLASSIC. THAT'S WHAT HIS

FRIENDS SAID TO EACH OTHER AND THEY
THEIR HEADS AND THOUGHT FOR FIVE OR
MINUTES ABOUT THE WAY THEY LIVED,

THE MAN @8 WORKED HIMSELF TO DEATH
HE BELIEVED THE LIE THAT MORE MONEY
MAKE HIM HAPPY WAS 51 YEARS OLD AND
A VICE-PRESIDENT. HE WAS, HOWEVER,

SHOOK
TEN

BECAUSE
WOULD

HE WAS
ONE OF



SIX VICE-PRESIDENTS AND ONE OF THREE WHO

MIGHT CONCEIVABLY--IF THE PRESIDENT DIED
OR RETIRED SOON ENOUGH, HAVE MOVED TO THE
TOP SPOT. PHIL KNEW THAT. HE WORKED SIX
DAYS A WEEK, FIVE OF THEM UNTIL 8:00 or 9:00

AT NIGHT,

HE HAD A LOT OF PEOPLE WORKING FOR HIM,
THREE OF THEM WILL BE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED
FOR HIS JOB. [HE OBITUARY DIDN'T MENTION

THAT. DBUT IT DID LIST H

IS SURVIVORS QUITE

ACCURATELY. HE IS SURVIVED BY HIS WIFE

HELEN, 48 YEARS OLD., AND
A COMPANY FRIEND SAID TO
HOW MUCH YOU WILL MISS H
"I ALREADY HAVE."

THREE CHILDREN,
HIS WIFE, "I KNOW
IM.” AND SHE ANSWERED,

AT THE FUNERAL, THE 60 YEAR-OLD COMPANY
PRESIDENT TOLD THE 48 YEAR-OLD WIDOW THAT

THE 51 YEAR-OLD DECEASED
THE COMPANY AND WOULD BE

HAD MEANT MUCH TO
MISSED. J[HE WIDOW

DIDN'T LOOK HIM IN THE EYE. SHE WAS AFRAID

HE WOULD READ HER BITTER
SHE WOULD NEED HIM TO ST

NESS AND AFTER ALL,
RAIGHTEN OUT THE

FINANCES--THE STOCK OPTIONS AND ALL THAT.

PHIL WAS OVERWEIGHT AND
TOO HARD., IF HE WASN'T

WAS WORRIED ABOUT IT. S
WORKED HIMSELF TO DEATH

SUNDAY MORNING, NO ONE W
By 5:00 P.M. THE AFTERNO

NERVOUS AND WORKED
AT THE OFFICE., HE

O WHEN HE FINALLY
AT PRECISELY 3:00 A.M.

AS REALLY SURPRISED.
ON OF THE FUNERAL.,




THE COMPANY PRESIDENT HAD BEGUN, DISCREETLY
OF COURSE, WITH CARE AND TASTE., TO MAKE

INQUIRIES ABOUT HIS REPLACEMENT. ONE OF

THREE MEN. HE ASKED AROUND--"WHO’'S BEEN
WORKING THE HARDEST?”

MORE MONEY WILL MAKE US HAPPY. THAT LIE
IS EXPRESSED IN OUR CULTURE IN SO MANY WAYS--
IN OUR WORKING HABITS, IN OUR DAY-TO-DAY

CONVERSATION, IN OUR ADVERTISING AND IN OUR
MOUNTING PERSONAL DEBT. AFTER ALL, IF YOU

DON'T HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO MAKE YOU HAPPY,
YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BORROW IT.

ANOTHER LIE WHICH IS A COROLLARY IS: "ONE

CAN NEVER BE Too RICH.” THAT'S THE BASIC

LIE BEHIND ALL THE SCANDALS WE'VE BEEN READING
ABOUT ON WALL STREET--THE INSIDER TRADING

AND ALL THAT GOES WITH IT. WHEN IT BECAME

KNOWN ON THE STREET THAT MARTIN SIEGEL HAD
PLEADED GUILTY TO SELLING INSIDER INFORMATION,
ONE OF HIS BEWILDERED FRIENDS SAID TO A REPORTER,
“HE DIDN'T NEED THE MONEY.” IT WAS A CLASSIC
UNDERSTATEMENT.

IN 1985, SIEGEL LEGITIMATELY EARNED $1.7/
MILLION, IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS HE WAS ABLE

TO SCROUNGE UP $9 MILLION AS PART OF HIS

DEAL WITH GOVERNMENT PROSECUTORS. AT 38
YEARS OLD, HE HAD A CONNECTICUT ESTATE., A
MILLION-DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM IN MANHATTAN,

A FAMILY AND A REPUTATION AS THE BEST AND




THE BRIGHTEST OF THE NEW BREED.,

YET ON A NUMBER OF OCCASION3 THE ARTICULATE,
EDUCATED, “SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.,” IN THE
TAKE-OVER WORLD, STOOD IN A PUBLIC PLACE

IN NEW YORK CITY WAITING FOR A COURIER LIKE

AN ORDINARY DRUG DEALER. HE GAVE THE PASSWORD
AND GOT THE CASH. EVENTUALLY., BEFORE HIS
ANXIETY OR HIS CONSCIENCE GOT A GRIP ON HIM,
SIEGEL HAD TAKEN MORE THAN $/00,000 IN CASH
FROM THE GODFATHER OF THE STORY., IVAN BOESKY,

WHY DID HE DO IT? WHY DOES ANYONE DO IT?
WHY DO WE BELIEVE THAT MORE MONEY WILL BRING
US HAPPINESS OR MORE HAPPINESS? IT'S A LIE
ACCORDING TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH! GOD HAS
NOT MADE THE WORLD THAT WAY,

A SECOND COROLLARY OF THIS LIE IS THAT ONCE
WE HAVE ENOUGH MONEY, IT WILL PROVIDE A
BUFFER AGAINST THE DESIRE FOR MORE MONEY.
BUT THERE IS NO “ENOUGH” ESPECIALLY IN A
BUSINESS WHERE MONEY IS THE PRODUCT.

THERE ARE PEOPLE WE ALL KNOW, AND THIS
INCLUDES US, WHO START OUT WANTING ENOUGH
TO PAY OUR BILLS, AND HAVING GAINED THAT.

WE CREATE MORE BILLS. THEN WE WANT A FANCY
VACATION AND A BIGGER CAR AND ON IT GOES.

THAT'’S THE STRANGE THING ABOUT MONEY. WE
ATTACH IMPORTANCE TO IT FAR BEYOND ITS WORTH.



WE MAKE IT INTO GOD. IT IS TREMENDOUSLY

INSTRUCTIVE TO STAND BACK AND OBSERVE THE
FRANTIC SCRAMBLE OF PEOPLE FOR MONEY,

SOME OF US WANT MORE MONEY OUT OF FEAR. WE

MAY FEAR BEING WITHOUT MONEY BECAUSE OUR
PARENTS WERE WITHOUT MONEY. WE MAY FEAR

FAILURE. WE MAY FEAR SUCCESS.

MAY HAVE HAD ANXIETIES ABOUT MONEY W -
WE HAVE MADE OUR OWN., S ome liant smone fo §7afagl

OUR

PARENTS
1ICH

2

SOME PEOPLE EVEN BELIEVE THAT MONEY IS A

SIGN OF GOD’S BLESSING, AND HENCE

IS A SIGN OF GOD’S DISPLEASURE.

THI

POVERTY

S HAS

BEEN TURNED INTO A RELIGION OF PERSONAL PEACE
AND PROSPERITY: CRUDELY STATED, "LOVE JESUS

AND GET RICH.” THAT T0OO IS A L

IE .

WE WHO CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIANS, FOLLOWERS

OF JESUS, HAVE TO SPEAK THE TRUTH--TO
OURSELVES, TO OUR CHILDREN AND TO THE
CULTURE. MORE MONEY TO SPEND WILL NOT BRING

MORE HAPPINESS.

YOU MAY BE SURPRISED TO LEARN T
SPOKE ABOUT MONEY MORE FREQUENT

HAT o

LY TF

ESUS
AN ANY

OTHER SUBJECT EXEBEET THE KINGDOM OF GOD.,
HE GAVE AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT OF TIME AND ENERGY

TO THE MONEY QUESTION, IN THE MOVING STORY

ABOUT THE WIDOW’S MITE., WE ARE TOLD THAT
JESUS INTENTIONALLY SAT IN FRONT OF THE

TREASURY AND WATCHED PEOPLE PUTTING IN THEIR



OFFERINGS, BY DESIGN HE SAW WHAT THEY GAVE
AND DISCERNED THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THEY GAVE.
FOR JESUS, GIVING WAS NOT A PRIVATE MATTER.

IN THE SCRIPTURE LESSON READ EARLIER., JESUS
SAID, “DO NOT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES

ON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST CONSUME AND
WHERE THIEVES BREAK IN AND STEAL., BUT LAY
UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURE IN HEAVEN., WHERE
NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST CONSUME AND WHERE
THIEVES DO NOT BREAK IN AND STEAL. FOR

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS THERE WILL YOUR HEART
BE ALSO.”

OVER AND OVER JESUS SAID IN ALL KINDS OF

WAYS THAT MORE MONEY WILL NOT BRING HAPPINESS.
HE DID NOT SAY THAT MONEY WAS UNNECESSARY

OR THAT IT WAS BAD IN ITSELF, HE DID SAY
THAT THE LOVE OF MONEY IS A THREAT TO OUR
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD AND TO OTHERS. ANOTHER
TERM FOR THE LOVE OF MONEY IS GREED,

JESUS KNEW AND TAUGHT THAT THE DEEPEST HUNGER
WE ALL HAVE IS NOT FOR HAPPINESS. OUR DEEPEST
HUNGER AND NEED IS TO BE IN RELATIONSHIP

TO GOD AND WITH OTHERS. HAPPINESS IS THEN

A BY-PRODUCT. [T IS NEVER AN END IN ITSELF,
THE WRONG USE OF MONEY CAN BE A BLOCK INSTEAD

OF A HELP IN THOSE RELATIONSHIPS,

ON THE OTHER HAND WHEN WE BECOME GIVING
PEOPLE, THEN MONEY CAN BE A POSITIVE FORCE
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IN OUR LIVES. MONEY AS A FORM OF POWER IS
SO INTIMATELY RELATED TO THE POSSESSOR THAT
ONE CANNOT CONSISTENTLY GIVE MONEY WITHOUT
GIVING SELF,

DR. KARL MENNINGER ONCE ASKED ONE WEALTHY
PATIENT, "WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU GOING TO
DO WITH ALL THAT MONEY?" THE PATIENT REPLIED.
"JUST WORRY ABOUT IT, I SuppoSE.” DR. MENNINGER
WENT ON, “WELL, DO YOU GET THAT MUCH PLEASURE
OUT OF WORRYING ABOUT IT?" “No0.,” RESPONDED

THE PATIENT., "“BUT I GET SUCH TERROR WHEN
[ THINK OF GIVING SOME AWAY.” NOW THIS

TERROR IS REAL. WHEN WE LET GO OF MONEY

WE ARE LETTING GO OF PART OF OURSELVES AND

PART OF OUR SECURITY. BUT THIS IS PRECISELY
WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO DO. IT IS ONE

WAY TO FOLLOW JESUS' TEACHING, IT IS A WAY

OF CONNECTING YOURSELF TO GOD AND TO OTHERS,
LEARN THE JOY OF GIVING AND YOU CAN EXPERIENCE
THIS WHETHER YOU HAVE A LITTLE BIT OF MONEY

OR A LOT. ONCE YOU BECOME A GIVING PERSON,

YOU WILL ALSO BECOME A HAPPY PERSON. HAPPINESS
IS ALWAYS A BY-PRODUCT OF GIVING. HAPPINESS

IS NEVER A BY-PRODUCT OF KEEPING MORE FOR
YOURSELF., AMEN.,

DISCUSSION-QUESTIONS:

1. “MorRe MoNEY WIiLL MAKE Us HAPPY.” How



Ll

PERVASIVE DO YOU THINK THIS "“LIE" IS

IN OUR CU
YOU HAVE
LIFE, AND

LTURE? NAME SOME WAYS IN WHICH

SEEN THIS LIE

EXPRESSED IN DAILY

IN YOUR OWN LIFE.

THE SERMON SAID THAT A COROLLARY OF THIS

BASIC LIE

RICH?” DO YOU AG

IS: "“ONE CAN

A SECOND COROLLARY 1IS:

ENOUGH MO
AGAINST T

YOU THINK THIS IS TRUE?Y

HOW MUCH

NEY, IT WILL P

HE DESIRE FOR

IS "ENOUGH?"

NEVER BE TOO

REE?  WHY OR WHY NOT?

"TF YOU HAVE
ROVIDE A BUFFER

MORE MONEY?"” DO
IN YOUR CASE

FOR JESUS, THE GIVING OF MONEY WAS NOT

A PRIVATE OR PERSONAL SECRET MATTER.

WHY ARE CHURCH MEMBERS TODAY SO SECRETIVE
ABOUT WHAT THEY GIVE?

WHAT MAKES YOU HOLD BACK IN YOUR GIVING?
ARE YOU AFRAID THAT YOU WILL BECOME TO0O
GENEROUS AND GIVE TOO MUCH AWAY?

TRY TO THINK OF SOME OTHER "LIES"” THAT
ARE PRESENT IN OUR CULTURE WHICH ARE
IN CONTRADICTION TO WHAT JESUS TAUGHT.




