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"THE ULTIMATE GIFT”

JRE

JOHN 1:1-14 (SELECTED VERSES)

THINK BACK FOR A MOMENT THROUGH ALL THE
CHRISTMASES YOU'VE EXPERIENCED. WHAT IS THE
MOST MEMORABLE, THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT YOU'VE

EVER RECEIVED? THE GIFT THAT YOU WILL NEVER
FORGET?

HERE'S ONE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION., A FEW

YEARS AGO I DID A SERMON ON THE SUNDAY BEFORE
CHRISTMAS ON GIVING THE GIFT OF “SELF-DISCLOSURE.”
IN THAT SERMON I TOLD THE STORY OF A MAN WHO

WAS MARRIED TO A VERY LOVING WIFE FOR 3/ YEARS.

ONE DAY HE CAME HOME FROM WORK TO FIND THAT
HIS WIFE HAD SUFFERED A MASSIVE STROKE THAT
DAY, SHE WAS RUSHED TO THE HOSPITAL, BUT IN
SPITE OF THE BEST MEDICAL ATTENTION, SHE DIED
A FEW HOURS LATER. AFTER THE FUNERAL, THE
HUSBAND, IN SHOCK AND GRIEF, TOLD HIS BEST
FRIEND, “DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE WORST THING IS
OF ALL ABOUT HER DEATH? I LOVE HER MORE THAN
ANYONE IN THIS WHOLE WORLD AND I WAS NEVER

ABLE TO TELL HER. [ WAS NEVER ONE TO DISCLOSE
MY FEELINGS VERY MUCH.”

THEN IN THAT SERMON I WENT ON TO SUGGEST THAT
ONE OF THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFTS WE CAN GIVE



TO ANYONE IS THE GIFT OF SELF-DISCLOSURE.

.  BECAUSE THAT GIFT IS THE GIFT OF LOVE FROM
ONE PERSON TO ANOTHER., LOVE IS MOST GIVEN
AND RECEIVED THROUGH THE SELF-DISCLOSURE OF
ONE PERSON TO ANOTHER., IT'S A VERY PERSONAL

GIFT BECAUSE TO DISCLOSE OURSELF TO ANOTHER
IS TO GIVE A PART OF OURSELF,

A FEW DAYS LATER I RECEIVED A LETTER DATED
DECEMBER 25, FROM ONE OF OUR RADIO LISTENERS,

SHE SAID, “I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT YOUR SERMON

YESTERDAY MOTIVATED MY HUSBAND WHO IS NOT WELL
O GIVE ME THE NICEST CHRISTMAS GIFT HE HAS

GIVEN ME IN NEARLY U6 YEARS OF MARRIAGE., HE

SAID, 'AFTER HEARING DR. YOUNG’S SERMON, AND
.  SINCE IT IS CHRISTMAS AND ALL, I WANT YOU TO
KNOW IT HAS BEEN HARD FOR ME TO SAY--BUT YOU
KNOW I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED You,'”

SOMETIME AFTER RECEIVING THAT LETTER, 1
TELEPHONED THE WOMAN WHO HAD WRITTEN IT TO

ASK HER PERMISSION TO USE HER LETTER IN A
SERMON, SHE READILY GRANTED ME MY REQUEST

AND WENT ON TO TELL ME THAT NOT TOO LONG AFTER
RECEIVING THAT MOST PRECIOUS GIFT FROM HER

HUSBAND, HE HAD DIED., BUT THE GIFT STAYED
WITH HER AND SHE WILL TREASURE IT ALWAYS.

THERE IS NO GREATER GIFT THAN THE GIFT OF ONE’S
OSELF, GIVEN IN LOVE,

A YOUNG WOMAN WAS GOING HOME FOR THE CHRISTMAS



HOLIDAYS. SHE WAS ANGRY., VERY ANGRY. ANGRY

WITH HER BOYFRIEND FOR TRYING TO GET HER NOT
TO GO HOME. ANGRY WITH THE CROWDS THAT JAMMED
THE AIRPORT TERMINAL. ANGRY WITH HER MOTHER
FOR URGING HER TO COME HOME, AND SHE WAS ANGRY
WITH HERSELF FOR BEING ANGRY,

IN THE AIRPORT THERE WAS HARDLY ROOM FOR HER
TO STAND, MUCH LESS SIT. OSHE WAS ON THE VERGE
OF CRYING. HER PLANE WAS LATE AND SHE THOUGHT
ONLY THE WORST COULD HAPPEN.

ACROSS FROM HER IN THE AIRPORT LOUNGE WAS A
PRETTY, DARK-HAIRED MOTHER WITH A BABY CRADLED
IN HER LEFT ARM, A PILE OF PACKAGES AND A
SUITCASE IN HER RIGHT HAND, AND A TWO-YEAR

OLD HANGING ON, MOVING BODIES PULLED AND
PRESSED THEM FROM EVERY SIDE., THE BABY CRIED
AND THE TWO-YEAR OLD SOBBED, [HE SIGHT WAS

PATHETIC!

SUDDENLY HE APPEARED. AN OLD MAN, STANDING
BESIDE THE MOTHER AND SHIELDING HER WITH HIS
BODY, HE TOOK THE CHILD FROM HER ARMS AND SAID,
“YOU LOOK AFTER THE LITTLE ONE. SHE NEEDS

YOUR CARE, I'LL HOLD THE BABY.” THE MOTHER
LET HER BURDEN GO, [THERE WAS THE BEGINNING

OF A SMILE ON HER FACE.

THE BAG THE OLD MAN HAD BEEN CARRYING NOW LAY
AT HIS FEET. WITH THE BABY IN ONE ARM AND

WALKING WITH A LIMP, HE SHEPHERDED THE MOTHER



TO A SEAT OCCUPIED BY A SURLY-LOOKING YOUNG
MAN WITH A CIGARETTE DANGLING FROM HIS LIPS,
"To MY AMAZEMENT,” SAID THE YOUNG WOMAN LOOKING

ON AND WHO HAD BEEN ANGRY, “THE OLD MAN ASKED
THE YOUNG MAN TO SURRENDER HIS SEAT.” THE

YOUNG MAN LOOKED EMBARRASSED, SHUFFLED HIS

FEET, BUT SAID NOTHING. THE OLD MAN BENT OVER
HIM AS IF TO HELP HIM GET UP. THE YOUTH JUMPED,
BLUSHED, AND SAID, "0 SURE, SURE, SHE CAN HAVE
IT.” THE MOTHER SAT DOWN, BUILT HER PACKAGES
AROUND HER LIKE A FORTRESS, AND TOOK THE TWO-

YEAR OLD DAUGHTER ON HER KNEE. THE OLD MAN
RECOVERED HIS BAG AND ADDED IT TO THE LITTLE

WALL ,

WATCHING THE OLD MAN WAS FASCINATING. EVERY
LITTLE THING HE DID MADE THINGS BETTER. THE
YOUNG MOTHER RELAXED. THE TWO-YEAR OLD WAS
LAUGHING AT SOMETHING HE WAS WHISPERING IN

HER EAR. THE BABY WAS COOING, THE CRUSH OF
PEOPLE EASED. THERE WAS SPACE. THE OLD MAN
WALKED UP AND DOWN, CROONING TO THE BABY AND
PATTING HIM, HIS HANDS WERE LARGE AND STRONG,
WITH LONG FINGERS AND THERE WAS A SCAR AT THE

CENTER OF ONE HAND.,

WHERE HAD THOSE HANDS BEEN AND WHAT HAD THEY
DONE? WHATEVER HE WAS, WHEREVER HE WENT, HE

MADE THINGS BETTER INSTEAD OF WORSE. HE SANG

TO THE BABY AND SOON THE EYES OF THE CHILD
CLOSED. AND THE YOUNG WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN ANGRY

BECAME HAPPY. SHE WAS HAPPY TO BE GOING HOME.



THE MOTHER'S FLIGHT WAS CALLED. THE FORTRESS
WAS DISBANDED. THE OLD MAN LED THE WAY,
CARRYING THE BABY AND THE BAGS, PROTECTING
THE MOTHER AND THE CHILD,

THE YOUNG WOMAN'S FLIGHT WAS CALLED, BUT SHE
WAITED TO SEE THE OLD MAN WHEN HE CAME BACK
FOR HIS BAG. WHILE HE WAS PICKING IT UP, SHE
RUSHED OVER TO HIM, TIPTOED TO KISS HIM ON
THE CHEEK AND THANK HIM. HE SMILED, HIS EYES
BRIGHT AND PEACEFUL, HE RETURNED THE KISS
AND SAID, “BLESS YOU MY DEAR, GO IN PEACE.”

THE PICTURE OF THE OLD MAN WAS STILL STRONG

IN THE YOUNG WOMAN'S MIND AS SHE BOARDED HER
PLANE. IT MADE HER HAPPY, AND A DEEP JOY
REPLACED HER ANGER. SHE HAD SEEN THE BLUSTER,
THE NOISE AND THE ANGER, CONQUERED BY HUMAN
LOVE, BY AN OLD MAN GIVING OF HIMSELF, AND

SHE HAD RECEIVED THE MOST MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS
GIFT IN HER LIFE--A GIFT SHE WILL NEVER FORGET.
SHE HAD ALSO SEEN SOMETHING ELSE. WHEN SOMEONE
GIVES THE GIFT OF LOVE--THE GIFT SPREADS TO
OTHERS, IT MULTIPLIES, NO OTHER GIFT DOES

THAT .

THE GIFT OF LOVE, THE GIFT OF SELF-DISCLOSURE--
IT'S THE ULTIMATE GIFT AND IT'S WHAT CHRISTMAS

IS ALL ABOUT.

THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG Us, OR
IT CAN BE TRANSLATED, "THE LOVE OF GOD BECAME



A HUMAN BEING AND LIVED AMONG US."” THE CHRISTMAS
STORY IS ABOUT GoD’S SELF-DISCLOSURE--IT'’S

ABOUT GOD SAYING TO THE WORLD AND TO EACH ONE

OF US--I LOVE You., I'VE ALWAYS LOVED YOU SINCE
THE BEGINNING OF CREATION. AND EVEN MORE THAN

THAT, I WILL LOVE YOU FOREVER!

TONIGHT THERE'S NOTHING THAT ANY ONE OF US
NEEDS TO DO EXCEPT TO RECEIVE THAT ULTIMATE
GIFT FROM (GOD--THE GIFT OF THE LOVE OF GOD

IN A HUMAN BEING--IN JESUS. RECEIVE THAT GIFT

AND THEN GIVE THE SAME TO OTHERS AND WATCH
THE MIRACLE--WATCH THAT LOVE MULTIPLY AND

SPREAD. AMEN.,



