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SUNDAYJ NOVEMBER 30J 1986 

"MARY: ROLE MODEL" 

LUKE l:26-35 J 34-38 

WHEN YOU THINK OF MARYJ THE MOTHER OF JESUSJ 

WHAT KIND OF IMAGE COMES INTO YOUR MIND? A 

SWEET YOUNG INNOCENT WOMAN? A PEASANT GIRL? 

OR DO YOU THINK OF THOSE STATUES OF MARY THAT 

ARE SEEN IN SOME CHURCHES OR IN RELIGIOUS BOOK 

STORES? 

ACTUALLYJ THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE DOESN'T 

TELL US VERY MUCH ABOUT MARY. SHE IS NOT 

PHYSICALLY DESCRIBEDJ SO WE DON'T KNOW HOW 

SHE LOOKED J WHETHER SHE WAS SHORT OR TALLJ 

THIN OR STOUT? WE DON'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT 

THE FAMILY SHE GREW UP INJ AND WHETHER OR NOT 

SHE HAD BROTHERS AND SISTERS; OR HOW OLD SHE 

WAS WHEN JESUS WAS BORN OR HOW OLD SHE WAS 

WHEN SHE DIED. AFTER THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

OF JESUS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ACCOUNTSJ WE 

HEAR ALMOST NOTHING MORE ABOUT HER. 

THE APOSTLE PAULJ WHO WROTE MOST OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENTJ DOESN'T EVEN MENTION HER NAME--

HE REFERS TO HER ONLY INDIRECTLY. HERE'S HIS 

STATEMENTS ABOUT HER IN HIS LETTER TO THE 

GALATIANS, "WHEN THE TIME HAD FULLY .COME, Goo 

SENT THE SONJ BORN OF WOMANJ BORN UNDER THE 

LAW I,, 
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BUT THERE ARE LOTS OF TRADITIONS ABOUT MARY 

L WHICH GREW UP ALONGSIDE THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
. 

. 

MOST OF THEM SEE HER AS A DEVOTE YOUNG PEASANT 

WOMAN) PROBABLY SIXTEEN OR SEVENTEEN YEARS 

OLD WHEN SHE BECAME PREGNANT WITH JESUS, 

ACCORDING TO THESE TRADITIONS) HER MOTHER'S 

NAME WAS ANN, STILL ANOTHER TRADITION HOLDS 

THAT HER HUSBAND) JOSEPH) DIED BEFORE SHE DID 

AND THAT SHE HAD TO RAISE THE FAMILY AS A 

WIDOW, THE NEW TESTAMENT DOES MENTION THAT 

JESUS HAD BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

EVEN THOUGH_ THE NEW TESTAMENT DOESN'T TELL 
. 

. . . . . . 

US A LOT ABOUT MARY, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE GIVES 

US ENOUGH INFORMATION SO THAT MARY'S STORY 

- AND HER FAITH HAS SOMETHING TO SAY TO US ABOUT 

OUR OWN STORY AND OUR FA.ITH. 

ACCORDING TO LUKE'S ACCOUNT) WHEN THE ANGEL 

GABRIEL APPEARED TO MARY AND SAID) "HAIL, 0 

FAVORED ON�, THE LORD IS WITH.YOU, " AND IN 
. . . 

EFFECT TOLD HER THAT SHE HAD BEEN CHOSEN BY 

GOD FOR A SPECIAL PURPOSE, SHE REPLIED, AND 

I PARAPHRASE, "WAIT A MINUTE, I WANT TO KNOW 

MORE ABOUT WHAT THIS MEANS BEFORE I GET TOO 

INVOLVED," 

IT SHOWS, OF COURSE) A LOT OF ASTUTENESS IN 
. . 

MARY. SHE WAS NOT A PASSIVE CHARACTER, - No 

V DOUBT SHE HAD LEARNED THROUGH EXPERIENCE THAT 
. . . 

. . 

"THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A FREE LUNCH." OR 
. 

. 

. 
. . . . . . 

. 

MAYBE SHE DIDN'T WANT TO GET HER EXPECTATIONS 
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TOO HIGH, PERHAPS SHE WANTED NO DISAPPOINTMENTS; 

SO. NO MORE EXPECTATIONS I THE ANGEL GABRI EL 

BROUG·HT HER WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE GOOD NEWS, 

YET SHE WAS DEEPLY TROUBLED BY IT, 

THAT IS NOT UNUSUAL THOUGH. As A MATTER OF 

FACT, OFTEN TIMES WE TOO ARE TROUBLED OR A 

LITTLE AFRAID OF WHAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE GOOD 

NEWS FOR US. SOMEONE SAYS, "HEY, I'VE GOT 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU. WE HEAR IT AND 

WE'RE LIKELY TO SAY., "WAIT A MINUTE, WHAT'S 

THE CATCH?''
. 

AFTER BEING REASSURED BY. THE ANGEL THAT THE 

BIRTH OF HER CHILD WOULD BE GOOD NEWS FOR THE 

WHOLE WORLD AND ·THERE WOULD BE NI NE MONTHS 

OF PREPARATION AND ADJUSTMENT, . MARY ACCEPTED 

Goo's ASSIGNMENT. SHE WAS NOT EXPECTED TO 

DELIVER IMMEDI.ATELY. As TIME PASSED., SHE WOULD 

BECOME MORE AND MORE AWARE OF WHAT THE BIRTH 

OF THIS CHILD WOULD MEAN FOR THE WORLD. 

AND SO IT IS THAT MANY GOOD THINGS THAT HAPPEN 

T.O US NEED A TI ME OF PREPARAT I ONJ A TI ME OF 

ADJUSTMENT, A TIME TO GROW AND MATURE--A TIME 

OF EXP.ECTATION AND WAITING, 

ALL THROUGH THE ANNOUNCEMENT, THE PREGNANCY 
. . . 

AND THE BIRTH OF HER CHILD) WE SEE- IN- MARY 

A PERSON WHO IS FAITHFUL AND HER TRUST IN. GOD 
. ' . . 

IS TOTAL AND UNASHAMEDa 

Too OFTEN MARY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A KIND 



4 

OF PASSIVE INSTRUMENT, BUT THE GOSPEL STORIES 

IMPLY SOMETHING DIFFERENT, WE SEE IN HER A 

CONFIDENT� QUESTIONING� DECISION-MAKING HUMAN 

BEING, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE MAKES MARY AN ACTIVE 

PARTICIPANT IN THE.DRAMA OF JESUS' BIRTH, 

SOME TI.ME AGO I SAW A HEADLIN-E IN A RELIGIOUS 

JOURNAL WHICH SAID, "MARY MAY EMERGE AS 

SIGNIFICANT MODEL FOR TODAY'S WOMEN," THAT 

WOULD BE TRAGIC, THEN HALF OF HUMANITY WOULD 

MISS LUKE'S POINT, LUKE PERCEIVED MARY AS 

A SIGNIFICANT MODEL FOR ALL OF us� WOMEN AND 

MEN, IN AT LEAST THESE THREE WAYS, 

1. LUKE PRESENTS MARY NOT AS A GODDESS, NOR 

A STIFF STATUE GATHERING COBWEBS IN A MUSTY 

CATHEDRAL� NOR A PLASTIC FIGURINE MOLDED WITH 

A SWEET AND INNOCENT COUNT.ENANCE TO STAND 

LIFELESS IN A COFFEE-TABLE CRECHE, LUKE'S 

MARY IS A GENUINE EXAMPLE OF FAITH ACTED OUT 

IN DISCIPLES.HIP' AN·D RESPONSE TO Goo's WORD. 

SHE WAS WILLING TO LET Goo BE BORN THROUGH 

HER. MEISTER ECKHART SAID, "WE ARE ALL MEANT 

TO BE MOTHERS OF Goo. FOR GOD IS ALWAYS NEEDING 

TO BE BORN I ,, 

2. A SECOND WAY THAT MARY IS A ROLE MODEL 

FOR ALL OF US, MALE AND FEMALE1 IS FOUND IN 
' 

' ' 

A STORY THAT IS INCLUDED IN THREE OF THE FOUR 
. . . 

GOSPELS. WE ARE TOLD THAT MARY AND THE BROTHERS 
. . 

OF JESUS WANTED TO SEE HIMJ BUT JESUS WAS 

SURROUNDED BY A CROWD AND THEY COULDN'T GET 
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HIS ATTENTION. So THEY SENT WORD THAT THEY 

WERE THERE AND WANTED TO TALK WITH HIM. WHEN 

JESUS WAS TOLD THAT HIS MOTHER AND BROTHERS 

WERE THERE1 HE USED IT AS A TEACHING SITUATION 

AND POINTED OUT THAT WHOEVER DOES THE WILL 

OF GOD IS nMy MOTHERJ BROTHER AND·SISTER. " 

THE GOSPEL WRITERS DO NOT TELL US WHY MARY 

WANTED TO SEE JESUS AT THIS POINT1 BUT SHE 

NO DOUBT HEARD THE ANSWER JESUS GAVE1 AND EVEN 

THOUGH IT WAS DIFFICULT1 SHE LEARNED THAT SHE 

COULD NOT HAVE JESUS ALL TO HERSELF WHENEVER 

SHE WANTED HIM. NO ONE HAS AN INSIDE TRACK 

TO JESUS OR GOD MORE . THAN ANYONE ELSE. 

So WE RECOG.N I ZE IN MARY THE STRUGGLE OF ALL 

BELIEVERS TO OVERCOME THE TEMPTATION TO KEEP 

JESUS TO OURSELVES1 TO WANT PRIVILEGED ACCESS 

TO HIM. 

3. AND IN A THIRD WAY1 MARY IS A ROLE MODEL 

FOR US, SHE FOLLOWED JESUS TO THE CROSS. SHE 

WAS THERE WHEN HE DIED. MOST OR ALL OF THE 

OTHER ELEVEN DISCIPLES WERE NOWHERE TO BE 

FOUND. SHE WAS ALSO A PART OF THE EARLY 

RESURRECTION CHURCH. THE BOOK OF ACTS 

DESCRIBES HER AS BEING WITH THE DISCIPLES IN 

THE UPPER ROOM AFTER THE RESURRECTION, 

MARY AND THE OTHER WOMEN AROUND JESUS WHO WERE 

ALL FAITHFUL DISCIPLES REMIND US THAT IN CHRIST1 
. . .  . . . . � .. 

. 
. 

AND THEREFORE I ·N Goo's COMMUNITYJ THERE IS 
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NEITHER SLAVE NOR FREE1 MALE OR FEMALE1 FOR 

WE ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS. AMEN. 

-.... , 


