SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1986
Bl

"FAREWELL TO ALMS”

[I CORINTHIANS 9:6-8; 11-12
MARK 12:41-44

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON JUST READ FROM THE GOSPEL
OF MARK HAS IN IT THIS AMAZING SENTENCE, “AND
JESUS WATCHED THE PEOPLE AS THEY PUT THEIR

MONEY INTO THE OFFERING PLATES.” THAT'’S A
SLIGHT PARAPHRASE--BUT THE POINT IS--"“JESUS

IS WATCHING."”

EVERY TIME [ HEAR THIS STORY READ AND THINK
OF JESUS WATCHING, | REMEMBER A STORY WHICH
A MINISTER FRIEND OF MINE TOLD ME LAST SPRING,
HE IS THE SENIOR MINISTER OF PLYMOUTH CHURCH

IN MIAMI, FLORIDA, WHERE THE CRIME RATE IS

RATHER HIGH. THUS MANY PEOPLE ARE TAKING ALL
KINDS OF MEASURE TO MAKE THEIR PROPERTY MORE
SECURE., ONE ELDERLY WOMAN WHO LIVED ALONE

IN A LARGER HOUSE WHICH WAS FILLED WITH EXPENSIVE
OBJECTS HAD HER HOUSE SECURED WITH IRON BARS

ON ALL THE WINDOWS, THEN SHE ADDED AN ELABORATE

ELECTRONIC SECURITY SYSTEM, HOWEVER, SHE STILL
DIDN'T FEEL SAFE. A FRIEND SUGGESTED THAT

SHE GET A LARGE WATCHDOG--THE MEANER THE BETTER,

SO SHE WENT TO A PLACE WHERE SUCH DOGS COULD



BE PURCHASED., HOWEVER, THE MAN IN CHARGE SAID

THAT HE ONLY HAD A DOG AND A PARROT AND THAT
THEY WORKED TOGETHER AS A TEAM, ONE COULD NOT
BE HAD WITHOUT THE OTHER. THE WOMAN SAID THAT
SHE DID NOT WANT BOTH AND INSISTED ON HAVING
ONLY THE WATCHDOG., THE MAN WAS EVEN MORE
INSISTENT AND SAID THEY COULD ONLY BE
PURCHASED TOGETHER. FINALLY, THE WOMAN AGREED
AND TOOK THEM BOTH HOME., NOW SHE FELT SECURE,

A FEW WEEKS LATER A BURGLAR SLIPPED INTO HER

HOME., HE GOT PAST THE BARRED WINDOWS AND
DISARMED THE SECURITY SYSTEM. HE BEGAN TO

GATHER THE VALUABLES IN THE HOUSE AND WAS
PUTTING THEM INTO A LARGE BAG., ALL OF A
SUDDEN HE HEARD A VOICE SAY, "JESUS IS
WATCHING.,” STARTLED, HE TURNED TO SEE WHERE
THE VOICE CAME FROM, THEN HE NOTICED THE
PARROT. HE WENT BACK TO HIS TASK OF GATHERING
ALL THE VALUABLE OBJECTS HE COULD FIND. AGAIN
THE VOICE SPOKE: "JESUS IS WATCHING!” HE
TURNED AND LOOKED AT THE PARROT ONCE MORE AND
SAID, “SHUT UP, YOU DUMB PARROT,” AND THEN
THE PARROT SAID, “Sic-em JEsus!”
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THIS MORNING AS JESUS WATCHES, I WANT TO TALK
WITH YOU SIMPLY AND BRIEFLY ABOUT THE JOY OF

!

BEING A GIVING PERSON,' IT IS THE HEART OF
THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE THAT GOD IS ABOVE ALL
A GIVING GOD. GOD'S LOVE IS FREELY GIVEN TO
EACH ONE OF US AND TO THE WORLD AT LARGE,
SINCE IT IS A BASIC PART OF GOD’'S NATURE TO



BE GIVING, WE BEGIN TO EXPERIENCE THE TRANSFORMING
POWER OF GOD'S LOVE AS WE BECOME GIVING, GENEROUS

PEOPLE.

JESUS SAID IN SO MANY WAYS THAT THOSE AMONG

US WHO EMPHASIZE ONLY TAKING AND OWNING AND
KEEPING WILL LOSE OUR LIVES AND OUR SOULS,
HOWEVER, THOSE AMONG US WHO BECOME GIVING HUMAN
BEINGS WILL FIND OUR LIVES AND SAVE OUR LIVES.
WE ARE CLOSEST TO (GOD WHEN WE ARE GIVERS AND
NOT TAKERS,

THE SERMON IS ENTITLED, “FAREWELL TO ALMS,”
BECAUSE TOO MANY CHURCH MEMBERS AND CHURCH
GOERS STILL THINK OF THEIR GIVING TO THE CHURCH
AS GIVING ALMS, OR GIVING FOR CHARITY,

THE OXFORD DICTIONARY DEFINES "ALMS” AS MONEY,
FOOD, OR OTHER DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE POOR

OR NEEDY--ANYTHING GIVEN AS CHARITY. SOMETIMES,
FOR EXAMPLE, WE THINK OF GIVING ALMS TO A BEGGAR.

THE CHURCH IS NOT A CHARITY. IT IS THE BODY
OF CHRIST ALIVE IN THE WORLD, THE CHURCH IS
NOT AN INSTITUTION THAT BEGS FOR MONEY. IT
IS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH WHOSE MEMBERS GIVE
MONEY FOR ITS SUPPORT SO THAT TOGETHER WE CAN
CARRY ON A MINISTRY ON BEHALF OF CHRIST IN

THIS WORLD.

SO WHEN YOU GIVE TO THE CHURCH YOU ARE SAYING

"EAREWELL TO ALMS,” AND HELLO TO THE JOY OF
GIVING,



BUT NOW LET’S BACK UP AND LOOK AT A PRIOR

QUESTION, WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT FOR MOST
OF US TO SAY "FAREWELL To ALMS?” OR TO PUT
IT ANOTHER WAY--WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT FOR
US TO BECOME TRULY GIVING INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE
GIVING A REGULAR PART OF OUR LIVES, RATHER
THAN AN IMPULSE NOW AND THEN? WHAT MAKES US

HOLD BACK IN OUR GIVING?

THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF RESEARCH FROM SOCIOLOGICAL.,
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

AS TO WHY PEOPLE GIVE AND DO NOT GIVE. PEOPLE
GIVE FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS--OUT OF A SENSE

OF DUTY; SOMETIMES OUT OF GUILT; AT OTHER TIMES
FOR PERSONAL RECOGNITION; MAYBE FOR TAX BENEFITS;
SOMETIMES BECAUSE OF PRESSURE FROM SOMEONE
(I'LL GIVE TO YOUR CAUSE IF YOU WILL GIVE TO
MINE); AND SOMETIMES OUT OF JOY AND GRATITUDE,
USUALLY WE HAVE SEVERAL OF THESE REASONS FOR

OUR GIVING,

PEOPLE ALSO HOLD BACK FROM GIVING FOR A VARIETY
OF DIFFERENT REASONS. MOSTLY PEOPLE HOLD BACK

IN THEIR GIVING FOR FEAR THAT THEY WILL NOT

BE ABLE TO SURVIVE WITHOUT KEEPING WHAT THEY
ARE BEING ASKED TO GIVE. MOST OF US HAVE A
BUILT-IN DESIRE TO HOLD ONTO WHAT WE HAVE,

NOw I DON'T MEAN BY THAT THAT WE ALL SAVE OUR
MONEY~--BUT WE HOLD ONTO IT IN THE SENSE THAT
WHEN WE SPEND IT WE USUALLY SPEND IT ON THINGS
FOR OURSELVES. THUS WE ARE STILL HOLDING ONTO

IT.




MORE AND MORE THIS IS THE CASE IN OUR SOCIETY,
WE ARE EDUCATED FROM LITTLE ON UP TO BE
CONSUMERS. | WAS READING AN ARTICLE THE OTHER
DAY THAT POINTED OUT THAT YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR
TEENS ARE SOME OF THE BIGGEST CONSUMERS IN
TODAY'S WORLD.,

BUT FOR ALL OF US--DAY AFTER DAY WE ARE BOMBARED
WITH SUGGESTIONS TO Buy! Buy! Buy! AND SPEND!
SPEND! SPEND! WE ARE TOLD THAT WE DESERVE
IT. BUY THIS ITEM FOR YOURSELF., YOU NEED
NO LONGER BE WITHOUT IT,

WHERE, HOWEVER, IN OUR CULTURE ARE WE BEING
LED TO KNOW THE JOY OF REGULAR AND SYSTEMATIC
GIVING? MOSTLY IN THE CHURCH AND WE DON'T
DO A VERY GOOD JOB OF IT. IF THERE'S ANYTHING
IN MY JOB THAT KEEPS ME AWAKE AT NIGHTS., IT'S
WONDERING HOW TO DO A BETTER JOB OF HELPING

PEOPLE BECOME GENEROUS GIVING PEOPLE.

SOME OF US, FORTUNATELY., WERE TAUGHT TO BE
GIVERS IN OUR FAMILIES, OUR PARENTS SET THE
EXAMPLE FOR US. IN LAST SUNDAY'S SERMON, JOHN
SMELTZER TALKED ABOUT THE YOUNG BOY WHO
GENEROUSLY OFFERED ALL HE HAD TO ONE OF JESUS'
DISCIPLES IN AN ATTEMPT TO HELP FEED THE CROWD

OF 5,000, WHERE DID THIS YOUNG BOY LEARN ABOUT
GIVING? PROBABLY FROM HIS PARENTS.,

JOHN ALSO MENTIONED THAT ONE THING HIS PARENTS
AUGHT HIM FROM LITTLE ON UP WAS TO BE A GIVER




AND NOT ONLY A TAKER., HE SPECIFICALLY REMEMBERS

HOW HIS PARENTS WERE WILLING TO GIVE, NOT
_EFTOVERS, BUT OFF THE TOP, TO CHURCH AND

COMMUNITY,

['VE MENTIONED IT BEFORE BUT IT BEARS REPEATING
AGAIN THAT ONE THING ALL OF US CHILDREN LEARNED
IN THE FAMILY IN WHICH I WAS RAISED WAS TO

BE A GIVING PERSON., WHATEVER MONEY WE EARNED
BY OUR WORK OR THAT WHICH WAS GIVEN TO US AS

AN ALLOWANCE, WE WERE ENCOURAGED TO FIRST GIVE

10%Z OF THAT TO THE CHURCH. I WONDER HOW MANY
OF US ARE TEACHING OUR CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE TODAY TO BE GENEROUS GIVERS IN THE SAME
WAY ?

A FEW WEEKS AGO, AN ARTICLE ON THE WALL STREET

JOURNAL'S EDITORIAL PAGE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT
THE SAME ISSUE. THE WRITER WONDERED--"WIL

TODAY'S YOUNG GIVE AS WELL AS THEY GET?” HERE
ARE SOME OF THE QUESTIONS HE RAISED. “WILL
THIS, THE ME GENERATION, BE AS GENEROUS IN
ITS SUPPORT OF NOT-FOR-PROFIT SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
AS ITS PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS HAVE BEEN?

. + + WILL THE NEW GENERATION OF GETTERS TURN

INTO GIVERS?” THE WRITER WENT ON TO SAY, "I'VE
SPENT MY ENTIRE WORKING LIFE IN THE WORLD OF

THE YOUNG ., . . | LIKE THEIR ENERGY, THEIR
SKILLS, THEIR KEEN YOUNG MINDS. BUT I FIND

SOMETHING LACKING IN THEM., FOR WANT OF A BETTER
WORD CALL IT HEART. JTHEIR ENERGY SEEMS TO
BE DIRECTLY WHOLLY TOWARD SELF-IMPROVEMENT




FOR SELF'S SAKE., T[THE SKILLS THEY EXHIBIT SEEM
TO BE EMPLOYED PRIMARLY ON BEHALF OF ACQUISITION,”

I DON'T KNOW IF THIS WRITER IS CORRECT IN HIS
ASSESSMENT OR NOT. BUT I DO WORRY ABOUT IT.
CHURCHES LIKE THIS ONE WERE BUILT BECAUSE OF
THE GENEROSITY OF PAST GENERATIONS, MANY OF
WHOM HAD TO SACRIFICE TO SEE IT COME INTO
BEING, My HOPE IS THAT WE WILL FOLLOW THEIR
GOOD EXAMPLE,

JESUS REMINDS US TO NOT BE AFRAID TO LET GO--
TO BECOME A JOYFUL GIVING PERSON, I FIND THAT

PEOPLE NOT ONLY WANT TO HOLD ON TO THEIR MONEY
SO THAT THEY CAN USE IT FOR THEMSELVES, BUT

WE WANT TO HOLD ON TIGHTLY TO OTHER THINGS

AS WELL, WE HANG ONTO OUR BAD HABITS, OUR

GRUDGES AND RESENTMENTS AND OUR FEARS. SOME
EVEN HOLD ONTO THEIR FAILURES AND THEIR GUILTS

AND THEIR ANGER. WE HANG ONTO THESE THINGS
AS IF THEY WERE PRICELESS TREASURES, THINGS
THAT WE CANNOT DO WITHOUT.,

SOME PEOPLE NOT ONLY HANG ONTO SUCH THINGS,
BUT ACTUALLY TRY TO COLLECT MORE TO ADD TO

THEIR TREASURY .

THIS FEAR OF NOT BEING ABLE TO LET GO OF

ANYTHING-- THE FEAR OF GIVING ONESELF TO GOD
AND TO OTHERS--THE FEAR OF BECOMING TOO MUCH
OF A GENEROUS, GIVING INDIVIDUAL IS ONE THAT

MUST BE PASSED THROUGH IF WE ARE TO BECOME
JOYFUL, GIVING PEOPLE. ALL GIVING IS PRECEDED
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BY AMBIGUITY AND UNCERTAINTY, BUT NOT TO GIVE

AND TO ONLY TAKE AND TRY TO HOLD ONTO AS MUCH
AS POSSIBLE IS FAR WORSE., [HEN WE LITERALLY
BECOME SHRIVELED UP., UNHAPPY INDIVIDUALS,
JESUS SAID, “LOSE YOUR LIFE, GIVE IT AWAY AND
THEN YOU WILL FIND IT.”

THIS MORNING I'M ASKING YOU TO CONSIDER BUILDING
GENEROUS GIVING INTO YOUR WAY OF LIFE, I'M
ASKING YOU NOT TO BE ONLY AN ALMS GIVER., AN
ALMS GIVER IS ONE WHO FROM TIME TO TIME RESPONSES

TO AN INDIVIDUAL DIRECT NEED OF SOMEONE . .
w  AND THAT®S ALL RIGHT, BUT I°M ASKING YOU

AND ME, AS FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, TO BE MORE
THAN THAT . . . TO BECOME REGULAR GENEROUS
AND CHEERFUL GIVERS,

To HELP YOU TO BE ABLE TO SAY "FAREWELL TO
ALMS,” HERE ARE SOME VERY PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

FIRST, ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE . . .

1. DON'T PLAY THE AVERAGING GAME, SOME PERSONS
MAKE THE MISTAKE OF LOOKING AT THE TOTAL AMOUNT
OF THE CHURCH BUDGET AND FIGURE OUT HOW MANY
MEMBERS THERE ARE AND TRY TO CALCULATE WHAT
THEIR GIVING SHOULD BE. WHEN YOU DO THIS.

YOU ARE TRYING TO LET SOMETHING OTHER THAN

YOUR OWN NEED TO GIVE TELL YOU HOW MUCH IS

YOUR PART. YOU SHOULD TRY TO MAKE A DECISION
BASED ON YOUR OWN GENEROSITY. THUS SOME SHOULD
GIVE A LOT MORE THAN THE AVERAGE, AND OTHERS




LESS.,

2, DON'T GIVE OUT OF LEFT-OVERS. GIVE OFF
THE TOP, RATHER THAN OFF THE BOTTOM. GIVING

FROM THE BOTTOM IS THE PROCESS OF GIVING TO
THE CHURCH AFTER YOU’'VE PURCHASED EVERYTHING
YOU WANT. GIVING OFF THE TOP SUGGESTS THAT

YOU DECIDED WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO GIVE TO THE
CHURCH BEFORE YOUR OTHER SPENDING, YOU'LL
DISCOVER THAT ALL YOUR OTHER NEEDS CAN STILL
EASILY BE MET, '
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NOW ON THE POSITIVE SIDE . . . THE THREE “T'S”
OF GIVING.

1. THOUGHTFULLY: BEGIN YOUR THINKING BY
CONSIDERING A GIFT OF 54 OF YOUR INCOME FOR
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH. ANOTHER WAY TO PUT
THIS IS TO CONSIDER GIVING ONE DOLLAR PER WEEK
FOR EVERY 1,000 OF ANNUAL INCOME, THUS IF
YOUR INCOME IS $20,000 PER YEAR, CONSIDER
GIVING 20 DOLLARS PER WEEK,

TO HELP YOU IN YOUR THINKING, EACH MEMBER OR
FAMILY WILL RECEIVE WITHIN THE COMING WEEK

A LETTER FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WHICH WILL
SUGGEST A MODEST INCREASE IN YOUR REGULAR

GIVING, THERE WILL BE A CARD FOR YOU TO FILL

OUT AND RETURN IN AN ENVELOPE WHICH IS ALSO
ENCLOSED WITH THE LETTER. THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
ASKED THAT You THOUGHTFULLY CONSIDER THE SUGGESTED
INCREASE, |
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2, THE SECOND “T” 1s TO GIVE TRUTHFULLY. THIS

MEANS SIMPLY TO BE HONEST ABOUT YOUR GIVING,
OFTEN I MEET PEOPLE WHO SAY, "I’'M GIVING ALL
THAT I CAN AFFORD.,” WHEN THEY REALLY MEAN--

“I'M GIVING ALL THAT I WANT TO GIVE."” SOME
PEOPLE ACT AS IF THEIR WHOLE BUDGET IS GOING
TO BE WRECKED IF THEY INCREASE THEIR GIVING
BY $2.00 PER WEEK., So GIVE TRUTHFULLY,

3. AND THE THIRD “T"” OF GIVING IS TO GIVE
THANKFULLY, A THANKFUL GIVER IS ONE WHO KNOWS

THAT ALL THINGS ULTIMATELY COME FROM GoD, WHEN
WE ARE THANKFUL IT BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN US.

A THANKFUL GIVER IS ALWAYS A CHEERFUL GIVER,

A THANKFUL PERSON NEVER COMPLAINS ABOUT GIVING,
BUT RATHER IS THANKFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY

TO GIVE., THANKFUL PEOPLE ARE THANKFUL THAT
THEY HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE,

AS WE APPROACH THE NATIONAL THANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY -- REMEMBER THAT THANKS AND GIVING
ALWAYS GO TOGETHER. AMEN.




