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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1986

"GOOD NEWS FOR SHORT PEOPLE”

LUKE 19:1-10

MOST OF US HAVE OUR FAVORITE STORIES FROM THE
BIBLE, ONE OF MY FAVORITES IS THE STORY OF

JESUS AND ZACCHAEUS JUST READ FROM THE GOSPEL
OF LUKE, IT IS FILLED WITH REVEALING DETAILS,

FOR EXAMPLE, "HE (THAT IS ZACCHAEUS) SOUGHT
TO SEE WHO JESUS WAS, BUT COULD NOT, ON ACCOUNT

OF THE CROWD, BECAUSE HE WAS SMALL OF STATURE,”
IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, HE WAS TOO SHORT TO SEE
ABOVE THE CROWD.,

WHAT ELSE DO WE KNOW ABOUT ZACCHAEUS IN ADDITION
TO HIS BEING SHORT? LUKE TELLS US THAT “HE

WAS A CHIEF TAX COLLECTOR AND RICH.” THAT'S

ALL WE KNOW--THREE THINGS--HE WAS SHORT, A

CHIEF TAX COLLECTOR AND RICH. YET THERE'S

ONE THING MORE, HE WAS CURIOUS. HE WANTED

TO SEE WHO JESUS WAS,

WHY? WAS IT HIS CONSCIENCE? OR WAS HE SEARCHING
FOR MORE IN LIFE? MAYBE HE WANTED TO BE TREATED

JUST ONCE LIKE A HUMAN BEING? PERHAPS HE HAD
HEARD THE RUMOR THAT JESUS SPENT TIME EATING
WITH TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS. BUT THE CROWD
WAS TOO LARGE AND HE WAS TOO SHORT TO EVEN

SEE JESUS. AND WE CAN ASSUME THAT HE WAS NOT




WELL LIKED BY THOSE IN THE CROWD WHO KNEW HIM,

IN THEIR JUDGMENT, HE WAS NOT TO BE RATED AMONG
DECENT PEOPLE, BUT WITH CUT-THROATS AND ROBBERS,
WITH ADULTERERS AND BROTHEL-KEEPERS; AN INFORMER,
A TRAITOR BOTH TO HIS NATION AND TO ITS ANCIENT
FAITH IN THE ONE GOD,

YET "HE WANTED TO SEE WHO JESUS WAS, BUT COULD
NOT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWD, BECAUSE HE WAS
SMALL OF STATURE.”

THOSE OF US WHO ARE A LITTLE TALLER THAN
AVERAGE, LIKE ME, MIGHT FIRST HAVE SOME

DIFFICULTY IDENTIFYING WITH THOSE WHO ARE
SHORTER, WHEN WE SIT IN A CHAIR OF ANY
AVERAGE SIZE, OUR FEET REACH THE FLOOR. WHEN
WE ARE IN A CROWD, IT’S NOT TOO DIFFICULT FOR
US TO SEE WHAT WE WANT TO SEE., IN FACT, THE
PROBLEM OF BEING A LITTLE TALLER THAN AVERAGE
IS THAT WE SOMETIMES STAND OUT WHEN WE DON'T
WANT TO BE NOTICED. TALL PEOPLE CANNOT HIDE
AS EASILY AS SHORT PEOPLE,

HOWEVER, WHAT ALL OF US FORGET, WHETHER WE
ARE PHYSICALLY TALL OR SMALL IN STATURE, IS
THAT EACH ONE OF US IS TOO SHORT IN ONE WAY
OR ANOTHER.

SOME OF US ARE SHORT ON TALENT. WE MAY HAVE
TROUBLE CARRYING A TUNE WHEN SINGING OR TROUBLE
SPEAKING IN PUBLIC, OR ACTING IN A DRAMA

PRODUCTION, OTHERS ARE CONVINCED THAT THEY



ARE SHORT ON PERSONALITY OR SHORT ON UNDERSTANDING
OR SENSITIVITY,

STILL OTHERS ARE SURE THAT THEY ARE SHORT ON
INTELLIGENCE., THEY COULD NEVER UNDERSTAND
COMPUTERS, OR HIGHER MATHEMATICS OR NUCLEAR
PHYSICS., AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO CONSIDER
THEMSELVES SHORT ON LOOKS, THEY DO NOT SEE
THEMSELVES AS HANDSOME OR BEAUTIFUL., STILL
OTHERS BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE SHORT ON ATHLETIC
ABILITY., NO MATTER HOW MUCH THEY PRACTICE

AT A PARTICULAR SPORT, THERE IS LITTLE
IMPROVEMENT .

THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE SHORT ON POSITIVE
THOUGHTS AND LONG ON NEGATIVE ONES. SOME

PEOPLE ARE SHORT ON ACTION., THEY HAVE TROUBLE
GETTING STARTED AND FOLLOWING THROUGH. WE

TALK ABOUT OUR “SHORTCOMINGS.”

AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE SHORT ON LOVE;
THEY FIND DIFFICULTY IN GIVING LOVE AND IN
RECEIVING LOVE, AND STILL OTHERS ARE SHORT
ON FRIENDS.,

[F YOU FEEL SHORT IN ANY ONE OF THESE WAYS,
OR IN SOME OTHER WAY NOT MENTIONED, THEN THE
STORY OF ZACCHAEUS IS ALSO A STORY ABOUT YOU.

RECOGNIZING THAT WE ARE SHORT IS ONE THING.
DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT IS SOMETHING ELSE.

WE USUALLY HANDLE OUR PROBLEM ABOUT BEING SHORT



IN ONE OF THREE WAYS. THERE ARE THREE CHOICES.
/ACCHAEUS HAD THREE CHOICES.

1. FIRST, HE COULD'VE STAYED FIRMLY ON THE
GROUND AND DONE NOTHING ABOUT HIS PROBLEM,

THAT WOULD'VE BEEN THE SAFEST AND EASIEST THING
TO DO, PERHAPS IF HE TRIED HARD ENOUGH, HE
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GET A PEEK THROUGH

THE CROWD AND SEE JESUS AS HE PASSED BY. HE
COULD'VE SAID TO HIMSELF, “WHY MAKE ANY SPECIAL
EFFORT? I'M TOO SHORT AND THAT'S THAT. I'LL

JUST FEEL SORRY FOR MYSELF AND DO NOTHING.
NOBODY IN THIS CROWD LIKES ME, SO I‘M SURE

JESUS WOULDN’T LIKE ME EITHER.”

THOSE OF US WHO HANDLE OUR PROBLEM OF BEING

SHORT IN THIS WAY USUALLY FIND ALL SORTS OF
EXCUSES TO JUSTIFY OUR INACTION. WE HAVE A
DISADVANTAGE COMPLEX AND WE TELL OURSELVES

SUCH THINGS AS: “I'M TOO OLD TO MAKE ANY
CHANGES."” THE TRUTH IS, ONE IS NEVER TOO OLD
TO MAKE CHANGES UNLESS ONE GIVES UP., ONLY

WHEN ONE REACHES A POINT OF NOT CARING ANYMORE.,
THEN AND ONLY THEN, IS ONE TOO OLD.,

OR WE MIGHT SAY TO OURSELVES, “I’'’M HANDICAPPED
BY MY BEING TOO SHORT, AND IT’S NO USE TO TRY

TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT." THE MOST SERIOUS
HANDICAP ANYONE OF US CAN HAVE IS TO ALWAYS
GIVE UP--TO DO NOTHING,

2 A SECOND WAY ZACCHAEUS COULD’VE HANDLE



HIS PROBLEM OF BEING SHORT WOULD'VE BEEN TO

GET A BOX AND STAND ON IT SO

THAT HE WOULD'VE

BEEN AS TALL AS THE REST OF THE CROWD. THEN
HE WOULD'VE BEEN AT LEAST AVERAGE AND WOULD

NOT STAND OUT IN ANY WAY. H

E WOULD BE ON THE

SAME LEVEL WITH ALL THE OTHERS. IF HE HAD

DONE THIS, THERE WOULD STILL
INVOLVED., INSTEAD OF DOING
HAVE BEEN DOING SOMETHING--B

HE cOULD’VE AT LEAST SEEN JE

BY JUST AS ANYONE ELSE COULD
BEEN ONE OF THE CROWD; THERE

BE LITTLE RISK
NOTHING, HE WOULD

UJT NOT TOO MUCH,

SUS AS HE PASSED

. HE wouLD'’VE
S A CERTAIN SAFETY

IN BEING ONE OF THE CROWD., WE DON’T HAVE TO

STICK OUR NECK OUT OR GO OUT

ON A LIMB.,

35, THE THIRD CHOICE WHICH ZACCHAEUS HAD WAS
TO GET ABOVE THE GROUND AND ABOVE THE CROWD

AND FOR HIM THAT MEANT CLIMB

LITERALLY GOING OUT ON A LIMB, AND WHEN YoOU

ARE OUT ON A LIMB, YOU ARE V
[N THE CASE OF ZACCHAEUS, 1IT
COULDN’'T MISS HIM AND HIS EN

MISS HIM EITHER,

ING A TREE AND

ISIBLE AND VUNERABLE,
MEANT THAT JESUS
EMIES COULDN'T

"AND WHEN JESUS CAME TO THE PLACE, HE LOOKED

UP AND SAID, ’'ZACCHAEUS, MAK
DOWN; FOR I MUST STAY AT YoU

E HASTE AND COME
R HOUSE TODAY, "’

NOTICE ESPECIALLY THE RESPONSE OF ZACCHAEUS

WHEN JESUS INVITED HIMSELF I
MADE HASTE AND CAME DOWN AND

NTO HIS LIFE., "HE
RECEIVED HIM



JOYFULLY."

NEVER IN HIS WILDEST DREAMS DID ZACCHAEUS
IMAGINE THAT JESUS WOULD INVITE HIMSELF TO

STAY AT HIS HOUSE AND EAT AT HIS TABLE. HE
SIMPLY WANTED TO SEE WHO JESUS WAS,

NEVER IN THE WORLD WOULD HE HAVE SUMMONED UP
ENOUGH COURAGE TO EXTEND SUCH AN INVITATION.
/ACCHAEUS KNEW HIS SHORTCOMINGS AND DID NOT
THINK OF HIMSELF AS BEING WORTHY ENOUGH TO

HAVE JESUS, OR ANYONE ELSE FOR THAT MATTER,
AS HIS GUEST. IN ADDITION TO BEING SMALL OF

STATURE, HE WAS SHORT ON SELF-ESTEEM,

BUT WHEN WE GO OUT ON A LIMB, AS DID ZACCHAEUS,
WONDERFUL SURPRISES COME OUR WAY. WHEN WE

TAKE THE FIRST STEP, MAKE THE FIRST MOVE TOWARD
CHANGE,; WHEN WE ARE WILLING TO TAKE THE RISK

AND GO OUT ON A LIMB, WE ARE IN EFFECT OPENING
THE DOOR FOR GOD TO COME INTO OUR LIVES IN

A FRESH WAY. THAT'S ONE OF THE WAYS IN WHICH
JESUS HELPS PEOPLE, HE BELIEVES IN OUR
POSSIBILITIES AND IN OUR POTENTIAL AND WHEN

HE MEETS ANYONE WHO IS WILLING TO CHANGE OR
TRYING TO CHANGE SUCH AS ZACCHAEUS, HE GIVES
THAT PERSON HIS POWER SO THAT WE ARE NO LONGER
LIFTING OURSELVES BY OUR OWN BOOTSTRAPS, BUT

WE ARE BEING LIFTED,

THAT’S THE FIRST PART OF THE GOOD NEWS FOR
ALL OF US SHORT PEOPLE--GOD IN CHRIST CHOOSES
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US. WE ONLY HAVE TO BE READY TO ACCEPT THE
INVITATION FROM (GOD--TO BE OPEN TO THE INVITATION,

[F WE ARE OPEN THEN JESUS, AS IN THE CASE OF
/ACCHAEUS, INVITES HIMSELF INTO OUR LIVES,

THE SECOND PART OF THE GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF

US WHO ARE SHORT IN ANY WAY IS THAT (GOD DOES

NOT EVALUATE US IN THE SAME WAY THAT WE EVALUATE
EACH OTHER. GOD SEES US DIFFERENTLY.

FOR EXAMPLE, ONE OF THE MOST HIGHLY VALUED

PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES IN OUR CULTURE AND IN MANY
OTHERS IS PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS--BEAUTY.

ACCORDINGLY, THE PERSONAL WORTH OF A NEWBORN
BABY IS OFTEN ANXIOUSLY JUDGED BY HIS OR HER
PARENTS AND OTHERS AS THEY EXAMINE THE BABY'S
BODY AND ITS ACCESSORIES.

THIS DISTORTED SYSTEM OF EVALUATING HUMAN WORTH
ACCORDING TO PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS IS WIDESPREAD,
SOME YEARS AGO, IN CHICAGO, EIGHT STUDENT NURSES
WERE VICIOUSLY MURDERED., THE FOLLOWING DAY,

A COMMENTATOR WAS DISCUSSING THE VIOLENT EVENT

ON THE RADIO AND HE SAID, “THE THING THAT MAKES
THIS TRAGEDY MUCH WORSE IS THAT ALL EIGHT OF

THESE GIRLS WERE SO ATTRACTIVE.” HE WAS

IMPLYING THAT THE YOUNG WOMEN WERE MORE

VALUABLE HUMAN BEINGS BECAUSE OF THEIR BEAUTY,
IF ONE ACCEPTS THAT STATEMENT, THEN THE OPPOSITE
IS ALSO TRUE: THE MURDERS WOULD HAVE BEEN

LESS TRAGIC IF HOMELY YOUNG WOMEN WERE INVOLVED,

THERE'S A SONG THAT GOES--"A PRETTY GIRL IS
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LIKE A MELODY.” WHAT’S A NOT-SO-PRETTY GIRL
LIKE?

VERY EARLY IN LIFE, MOST CHILDREN BEGIN TO

LEARN THE SOCIAL IMPORTANCE OF PHYSICAL BEAUTY.
MANY CHILDREN ARE ABLE THEN TO DETERMINE THE
RELATIVE WORTH OF THEIR OWN PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENT
BY THE TIME THEY ENTER KINDERGARTEN., RECENTLY,
[ HEARD A 3b6-YEAR-OLD MAN SAY, "I WAS FIVE

YEARS OLD WHEN I REALIZED THAT I WAS UGLY,

AND I'VE NEVER BEEN THE SAME SINCE."”

IHE CHRISTIAN FAITH, HOWEVER, CONTINUALLY
UNDERSCORES THE FACT THAT ALL HUMAN BEINGS

ARE CREATED WORTHY AND HAVE THE RIGHT TO
PERSONAL RESPECT AND DIGNITY, AND THAT'S THE
WAY JESUS TREATED PEOPLE. ZACCHAEUS IS AN
EXAMPLE, CULTURAL VALUES ARE NOT (GOD’S VALUES.
GOD SEES US DIFFERENTLY., SO JESUS SAID TO
/ACCHAEUS, A MAN WHO DIDN’T LIKE HIMSELF VERY
MUCH AND A PERSON THAT WAS NOT LIKED BY OTHERS--
"MAKE HASTE, FOR I MUST STAY AT YOUR HOUSE
TODAY ., "

LOOKS, INTELLIGENCE, FAMILY BACKGROUND, COLOR

OF SKIN, HOW TALL OR SHORT A PERSON IS--WE

HAVE MANY WAYS OF JUDGING PEOPLE AND OURSELVES--
BUT GOD SEES US DIFFERENTLY.

SOME TIME AGO, I HEARD OF A FATHER WHO FINALLY
CAME TO REALIZE THIS, AS HE WAS GOING THROUGH

ADOPTION PROCEDURES FOR A BABY,



"I REALIZED,"” HE SAID, “THAT I WAS INSPECTING
AND EVALUATING THIS CHILD AS IF I WERE BUYING
A NEW AUTOMOBILE. I WAS ACTUALLY ASKING IF
THIS BABY GIRL WAS QUALIFIED TO BECOME MY
DAUGHTER, I SUDDENLY COMPREHENDED THAT THE
INFANT LYING THERE BEFORE ME WAS A MAGNIFICENT
CREATION, REGARDLESS OF ANY FLAWS OR DISADVANTAGES,
SHE WAS THE CREATION OF GOD WHO HAD GIVEN HER
AN IMMORTAL SOUL, YET I STOOD THERE DEMANDING
A PERFECT CHILD WHO COULD BECOME A PERSONAL
CREDIT TO ME.”

GOD’S WAY OF LOOKING AT HUMAN BEINGS WAS MADE
VERY CLEAR MORE THAN 3,000 YEARS AGO WHEN THE
PROPHET SAMUEL WAS SEEKING A KING FOR ISRAEL,
SAMUEL WAS ABOUT TO SELECT THE TALLEST, THE
MOST HANDSOME SON OF JESSE, BUT (GOD TOLD HIM
HE HAD CHOSEN THE WRONG PERSON, ACCORDING

TO THE STORY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, GOD SAID,
DO NOT LOOK ON HIS APPEARANCE OR THE HEIGHT
OF HIS STATURE, FOR (GOD SEES NOT AS YOU SEE,
YOU LOOK ON THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT GOD
LOOKS INWARD, ON THE PERSON’S INTENTIONS,”

THIS IS GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF US. GOD SEES
THROUGH US! GOD DOES NOT JUDGE AS WE JUDGE.
50D LOOKS PAST OUR SHORTCOMINGS. AND MORE

THAN THAT GOD HEALS US. GOD MAKES US NEW.
ONCE JESUS WAS IN THE HOUSE OF ZACCHAEUS, AND
THEY HAD DINNER TOGETHER, ZACCHAEUS BEGAN TO
BECOME A CHANGED PERSON,

TOo BE SURE, HE WAS STILL SMALL OF STATURE
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PHYSICALLY, BUT THAT WAS NO LONGER IMPORTANT,
Now HE KNEW HE WAS FORGIVEN AND LOVED BY (OD,
AND ONCE WE KNOW THAT, WE CAN LOVE AND BE LOVED
BY OTHERS. THEN SALVATION HAS COME TO OUR
HOUSE TOO., THAT’S GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF US,
NO MATTER IN WHAT WAY WE ARE SHORT. AMEN,




