SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1986

“A LITTLE PEACE"

ROMANS 12:9-21
JOHN 20:19-21

WHAT IS IT THAT FIGHTING SEEMS TO COME SO
EASY TO US WHILE PEACE SEEMS TO COME SO HARD?
WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES VIOLENCE SO EXCITING
TO HUMAN BEINGS WHILE PEACE SEEMS BORING?

WHEN I WAS IN THE FIRST GRADE, AND IT MAY
HAVE BEEN ON THE FIRST OR SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL
(WE DIDN'T HAVE KINDERGARTEN), I GOT INTO

A FIGHT WITH ANOTHER SCHOOL BOY, TWO YEARS
OLDER., [’VE FORGOTTEN A LOT OF THE DETAILS.
BUT THE OVERALL SCENE IS STILL VIVID IN MY
MIND, THE BOY'S NAME WAS WILLARD MAUNE., I
DON'T REMEMBER WHAT WE WERE FIGHTING ABOUT.
HE GOT A BLOODY NOSE, AND I WAS MESSED UP
TOO. NO ONE REALLY WON, AS I REMEMBER IT,

I GOT IN TROUBLE WITH THE FIRST GRADE TEACHER
FOR BEING IN THE FIGHT. I REMEMBER TOO THAT
A CROWD OF OTHER SCHOOL CHILDREN GATHERED

IN A CIRCLE AROUND US AND ENCOURAGED THE
FIGHTING TO CONTINUE., THEY WANTED TO SEE

BLOOD, AND THEY DID. THEY WERE DISAPPOINTED
WHEN A TEACHER SEPARATED US,

[ HAVEN'T SEEN OR HEARD OF WILLARD MAUNE IN



YEARS., [ ASSUME THAT HE STILL LIVES IN THE

LITTLE MISSOURI TOWN WHERE WE GREW UP. WE
NEVER BECAME CLOSE FRIENDS AFTER THAT FIGHT--
MAYBE WE NEVER WOULD'VE; ANYWAY--BUT THE
MEMORY OF THAT FIGHT HAS STAYED WITH ME ALL
THESE YEARS,

I THOUGHT ABOUT THIS FIGHT AND THE CROWD WHICH
SURROUNDED US WHEN I READ A NEWSPAPER FEATURE
STORY ABOUT FIGHTS THAT WERE GOING ON IN HARA
ARENA, A CONVERTED ICE RINK ON THE OUTSKIRTS

OF DAYTON, OHIO., WHETHER OR NOT THESE FIGHTS
ARE STILL GOING ON THERE IN THE SAME FASHION,

[ DON'T KNOW,

HERE'S HOW THE REPORTER WHO WAS PRESENT ONE
NIGHT DESCRIBED THAT EVENING, “STEVE CAUDILL,
A 23 YEAR OLD AIRFREIGHT HANDLER, BLED FROM
HIS NOSE, MOUTH, AND EYES. THE BLOOD FORMED
A MASK OVER HIS FACE; WITH EACH BREATH HE
TOOK, THE BLEEDING GREW WORSE, AS HE MOVED
TO AVOID GETTING HIT ONE MORE TIME, A PAPER
CUP FULL OF BEER DROPPED FROM THE DARKNESS

AND SPLASHED HIS LEGS.

'KILL SOMEBODY!’ CAME A VOICE FROM HIGH IN
THE ARENA, BUT IT WAS HARD TO MAKE OUT

INDIVIDUAL VOICES AMID THE ANIMAL CHANT.
MORE BEER WAS THROWN INTO THE RING., CAUDILL'’S

OPPONENT, DAVID GUIDUGLI, TWENTY SIX, A
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, WAS ALSO LOSING BLOOD,

BUT THE SOUND OF THE CROWD SEEMED TO MAKE



HIM AFRAID TO STOP,

THE EVENING HAD BEEN PROMOTED AS A BOXING
MATCH, AND INDEED IT WAS SOMETHING . . .
DIFFERENT., THESE TWO CONTESTANTS WERE NOT
BOXERS; NEITHER WERE THE 34 OTHER LOCAL MEN
WHO WERE PROVIDING THE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE
AUDIENCE OF ALMOST FOUR THOUSAND,

THE CROWD WAS EXCITED TO SEE CAUDILL AND
GUIDUGLI SPILL THEIR BLOOD, YES, BUT IF THE

TRUTH BE TOLD, THEY HAD BEEN EVEN HAPPIER
SEVERAL MINUTES EARLIER, WHEN OSTANTON LONG,

A MACHINE OPERATOR, HAD STAGGERED TO THE SIDE
OF THE RING AND, IN GREAT PAIN, VOMITTED THE
ENTIRE CONTENTS OF HIS STOMACH ONTO THE
CONCRETE FLOOR BELOW. AND THEY HAD LAUGHED

MIGHTILY WHEN RAYMOND MORRIS, A 45 YEAR OLD
BARTENDER, HAD CONVULSED ON THE MAT AFTER

TAKING A BEATING FROM A MAN 22 YEARS HIS
JUNIOR,

THE ARENA HAD BEEN CHILLY BEFORE THE PEOPLE
HAD ARRIVED, BUT NOW IT WAS STEAMING. You
COULD FEEL THE HEAT,

THREE WEEKS EARLIER, THE POSTERS HAD GONE

UP IN THE BARS AND FACTORIES AROUND DAYTON.
"HOW TOUGH ARE YOU?"” READ THE HEADLINE THAT
STOOD NEXT TO A LARGE DRAWING OF A MAN'S FIST,
THE SUBHEAD: “WE’RE LOOKING FOR THE TOUGHEST

MAN IN THE SOUTHWEST OHIO AREA, COULD IT
BE You?”




THE WINNER WouLD RECEIVE $1,000., THE RUNNER-
up $500, ALL OTHERS WHO WERE BEATEN UP WOULD
RECEIVE NOTHING, TICKETS FOR THE TWO EVENINGS
WouLD BE FROM $6 TO $10. VIRTUALLY EVERY
WEEKEND OF THE YEAR, A TOUGHMAN CONTEST IS
HELD SOMEWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES,

THE PREMISE IS SIMPLE--AS DEVISED BY ARTHUR
DORE, WHO INVENTED "“ToUGHMAN” IN 1979, PEOPLE
IN TOWNS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO SUPPORT
PROFESSIONAL BOXING FOR YEARS WILL PACK THE

NEAREST ARENA AND FAIRGROUNDS COLISEUMS TO
SEE THE LOCAL BRAGGARTS AND BAR-ROOM BULLIES

TRY TO HURT ONE ANOTHER. AND THE MEANEST
MEN IN THESE TOWNS WILL FIGHT--MOST OF THEM
FOR FREE--OUT OF SOME VAGUE DREAM OF GLORY.

MOST MATCHES END UP WITH ONE CONTESTANT EITHER
ON THE FLOOR OR BEGGING FOR SOMEONE TO STOP
THE BEATING., JTHERE IS FEAR AND CRUELTY AND
HUMILIATION IN THAT RING. ON THE FINAL NIGHT,
A CONTESTANT WHO CONTINUES TO WIN HIS MATCHES
MAY BE REQUIRED TO FIGHT FOUR DIFFERENT
OPPONENTS. THESE ELIMINATION BOUTS GO ON
UNTIL THERE IS ONLY ONE MAN LEFT.

HIGH IN THE ARENA, FUELED BY BEER, THE CROWD
WAS ON ITS FEET AND SCREAMING. ALTHOUGH THE

FIGHTERS WERE BEING LED INTO THE RING ONE
PAIR AFTER ANOTHER, THE PACE WAS NOT FAST

ENOUGH FOR SOME MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE.
"BRING ON THE MEAT,"” A VOICE CALLED OUT., A




NUMBER OF FISTFIGHTS HAD BROKEN OUT IN THE

STANDS, THE FREQUENCY OF THESE BRAWLS INCREASING
AS THE NIGHT GREW LONGER.

"THOSE ARE EVERYDAY PEOPLE OUT THERE,” SAID
JERRY JOHNSON WHO HAD PAID HIS WAY INTO BOTH
NIGHTS OF THE CONTEST. "THEY'RE PEOPLE JUST
LIKE US, MASHING EACH OTHER'S NOSES AND MOUTHS
UP, THERE’S NO RULES, JUST GOOD ACTION.”

HE PEOPLE IN THE ARENA SEEMED TO FEEL NO
REVULSION, THEY FELT ONLY AN URGENT TINGLING,

THE CROWD WAS MOSTLY MALE, BUT THE WOMEN WHO
WERE IN THE AUDIENCE SEEMED TO BE ENJOYING

THE SHOW MORE EVEN THAN THE MEN. “I THINK

IT MUST BE EXCITING TO HIT SOMEONE LIKE THAT.,”
SAID ROSA GINGER, 33, A NURSING HOME EMPLOYEE.
“I DON'T THINK IT’'S TRUE THAT WOMEN DON'T

LIKE VIOLENCE, I’D LIKE TO SEE EVEN MORE
ACTION, IF YOU WANT TO KNOW THE TRUTH.”

ABOUT HALFWAY BACK ON THE MAIN FLOOR, A 20

YEAR OLD WOMAN NAMED TONYA HOPKINS, A CASHIER
AT A LOCAL K-MART, SAT WITH HER HUSBAND,
WATCHING A PARTICULARLY BLOODY EXCHANGE. HER
EYES WERE ALIVE, ASKED IF SHE WANTED TO SIT

AT RING-SIDE, SHE LEFT HER HUSBAND TO ACCOMPANY

A REPORTER TO THE CARD TABLE THAT HAD BEEN
SET UP AGAINST THE RING. UP CLOSE, SHE COULD
HEAR EACH PUNCH TEAR AT FLESH, WATCH EACH

SPURT OF BLOOD SPATTER FROM THE MOUTHS AND
NOSES OF THE FIGHTERS. SHE DID NOT TAKE HER




EYES AWAY FROM THEM, "I LIKE 1T," SHE SAID,

HER EYES STILL ON THE MEN, "I REALLY LIKE
IT."”

“THE TOUGHMAN CONTEST -- RAMBO!” WHAT IS
IT THAT MAKES VIOLENCE SO EXCITING TO SOME
OF US? AND WHY IS MAKING AND KEEPING PEACE
SO DIFFICULT?

DEEP DOWN I BELIEVE THAT WE ALL WANT PEACE.
AFTER ALL, HAVEN’'T MOST MILITARY ENTERPRISES

IN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS BEEN INITIATED IN
THE NAME OF PEACEY

FURTHERMORE, WE ARE TOLD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
THAT THE COMING OF JESUS, HIS BIRTH, LIFE,
DEATH AND RESURRECTION WERE ALL FOR THE PURPOSE
OF BRINGING PEACE. AT HIS BIRTH, THE ANGELS
SANG TO THE SHEPHERDS, “GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE AMONG MEN AND

WOMEN WITH WHOM GOD IS PLEASED.,”

IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, JESUS SAID,
"BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL
BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GoD.”

AND AFTER THE RESURRECTION, WHEN JESUS APPEARED
TO THE DISCIPLES WHO WERE SO AFRAID THAT THEY

WERE HIDING BEHIND LOCKED DOORS, JESUS APPEARED
TO THEM AND SAID, "PEACE BE WITH YOU.” AND

AS HE LEFT THEM HE SAID AGAIN, “PEACE BE WITH
You,"”



THE RESURRECTION GIFT IS THE GIFT OF PEACE,

ALL OF US KNOW HOW MUCH MORE BEAUTIFUL LIFE

IS WHEN WE ARE IN PEACE. THE HEBREW WORD

FOR PEACE IS “SHALOM,"” WHICH MEANS MUCH MORE
THAN THE ABSENCE OF FIGHTING OR THE ABSENCE

OF VIOLENCE. IT IS A POSITIVE STATE OF LIVING,
WHEREIN WE RECOGNIZE OUR CONNECTION AND
INTERDEPENDENCE WITH ALL OF (GOD'S CREATION,

[T 1S A STATE OF HARMONY.,

AGAIN THIS BRINGS US BACK TO OUR EARLIER
QUESTION--IF ALL THIS IS TRUE, WHY IS IT THEN

THAT VIOLENCE SEEMS SO EXCITING, AND PEACE
SO DIFFICULT?

1., FIRST OF ALL, IN OUR CULTURE, VIOLENCE

IS FREQUENTLY GLORIFIED., IT PAYS AT THE BOX
OFFICE, AND ON TELEVISION, IT IS NOT UNCOMMON
FOR THE HEROES IN OUR CULTURE TO BE THOSE

WHO HAVE GAINED WHATEVER THEY HAVE THROUGH
FORCE AND VIOLENCE,

2. SECONDLY, NOT ONLY ARE OUR HEROES FREQUENTLY
THOSE WHO HAVE PRACTICED VIOLENCE, BUT WE

SEEM TO WANT TO BELIEVE THAT VIOLENCE AND
KILLING WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS. OF COURSE
THAT’S NOTHING NEW. ALMOST 2,000 YEARS AGO,

PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT JESUS AND THE MOVEMENT

HE BEGAN COULD BE GOTTEN RID OF BY PUTTING
JESUS ON THE CROSS.

IN OUR OWN TIME, THERE ARE THOSE WHO THOUGHT



THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT COULD BE STOPPED
BY KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

3. THIRDLY, DESTRUCTION AND VIOLENCE GIVE

ONE THE ILLUSION OF POWER. THAT’S THE
ATTRACTION OF THE TOUGHMAN CONTEST DESCRIBED
EARLIER, THE WINNER BELIEVES THAT HIS WINNING
HAS MADE HIM INTO SOMETHING BIGGER AND BETTER.,
NOW HE IS SUCCESSFUL, HE DOESN’T NEED TALENT,
HE DOESN'T NEED AMBITION, HE DOESN'T NEED
GRACE. ALL HE NEEDS IS THE MEANNESS AND THE
TOUGHNESS TO BEAT UP EVERYONE ELSE,

THE TERRORIST BELIEVE THAT IF HIS GROUP
PRACTICES ENOUGH VIOLENCE, IT WILL MAKE

EVERYTHING RIGHT. WE CONNECT VIOLENCE AND
POWER.

WHERE THEN DO WE, AS CHRISTIANS, BEGIN SO
THAT WE CAN HAVE AT LEAST A LITTLE PEACE?

1. FIRST OF ALL, THE LIFE, THE TEACHINGS
AND THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS

PROCLAIM TO US THAT THERE IS NO CONNECTION
BETWEEN VIOLENCE AND POWER. IT WASN'T VIOLENCE
THAT WON THE DAY WHEN JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED--

BUT RATHER THE SUFFERING LOVE OF GOD. GOD'S
PEACE, THE PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING,

COMES NOT FROM THE USE OF FORCE, BUT COMES
ULTIMATELY FROM GOD’S LOVING WILL,

2, KNOWING THIS, MEANS THAT SECONDLY, WE



WHO PROFESS TO BE FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY OF
JESUS BEGIN TO PRACTICE THE WAY OF PEACE IN
THE LITTLE THINGS OF LIFE AS WELL AS THE BIG.,
THE APOSTLE PAUL PUT IT THIS WAY IN THE LETTER
TO THE CHURCH IN ROME, "IF POSSIBLE, SO FAR

AS IT DEPENDS UPON YOU, LIVE PEACEABLY WITH
ALL., BELOVED, NEVER AVENGE YOURSELVES., BUT
LEAVE IT TO THE WRATH OF (GOD.”

NOTICE ESPECIALLY WHAT PAUL SAID, ”“S0 FAR
AS IT DEPENDS UPON You.” THERE ARE SOME

THINGS IN THE WORLD THAT DO DEPEND UPON EACH
ONE OF US. WE CAN MAKE SOME DIFFERENCE. EACH

ONE OF US CANNOT DO EVERYTHING, BUT EACH ONE
OF US CAN DO SOMETHING. JSOMETIMES, HOWEVER,

WE GET DISCOURAGED AND BECAUSE WE CANNOT DO
EVERYTHING, INSTEAD WE DO NOTHING AT ALL.,

WE WILL STILL KEEP OUR LARGER VISION OF PEACE
FOR THE WORLD, AND WE WILL WORK AT THAT TO0O.

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, WE DO OUR BEST TO LIVE
PEACEABLY WITH ALL IN OUR HOMES, AND CHURCHES,
AND SCHOOLS, AND BUSINESSES,

ONE PERSON WHO RESPONDS TO A PUT-DOWN WITH
A KINDNESS MAKES A DIFFERENCE. ONE PERSON

NOT STRIKING BACK MAKES A DIFFERENCE. ONE
PERSON REACHING OUT TO ANOTHER MAKES A

DIFFERENCE, [T MAY SEEM LIKE ONLY A LITTLE
PEACE, BUT IT HAS ITS EFFECT. ONE LESS SPOUSE
OR CHILD ABUSE INCIDENT MAKES A DIFFERENCE,

[T MAY SEEM LIKE ONLY A LITTLE PEACE, BUT
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IT HAS ITS EFFECT. AND JUST MAYBE, SOME DAY,
ALL THESE LITTLE STEPS TOWARD PEACE WILL
BLOSSOM INTO A MORE GLORIOUS PEACE. CERTAINLY
THAT'S THE PROMISE OF (GOD, "“BLESSED ARE THE
PEACEMAKERS FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED CHILDREN
OF GoD.”

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL IS THAT THE PEACE
WHICH GOD WILLS FOR GOD’S CREATION CANNOT

ULTIMATELY BE THWARTED. WE MAY SLOW IT DOWN;
WE MAY SIDE-TRACK IT OR DELAY IT FOR A WHILE,
BUT GOD'S PEACE AND JUSTICE MOVEMENT PREVAIL.

WE LIVE IN A TIME OF VIOLENCE, BRUTALITY,
TERRORISM, AND TORTURE. AND PERHAPS THE ONLY
PEACE THAT IS AVAILABLE TO US SEEMS ONLY LIKE
A LITTLE PEACE. BUT LITTLE OR BIG--IT'S
THERE. AND WE CAN ADD TO IT. AND IN DOING
SO, WE ARE DOING (GOD'S WILL,

IF YOU REMEMBER NOTHING ELSE FROM THIS SERMON,
REMEMBER THE WORDS FROM ST. PAUL., "IF POSSIBLE,
SO FAR AS IT DEPENDS UPON YOU, LIVE PEACEABLY
WITH ALL,” AMEN,




