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'' LOST AND FOUND'' 

LUKE 15:1-10 

HERE ARE TWO SHORT PARABLES ABOUT SOMETHING 

BEING LOST AND THEN FOUND. IN THE FIRST 

PARABLE IT IS A SHEEPJ AND IN THE SECOND 

A COINJ AND IN EACH CASE THERE IS A SEARCH 

AND WHEN THAT WHICH WAS LOST IS FOUNDJ THERE 

IS REJOICING. WE KNOW THE FEELING, ALL 

OF US HAVE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER LOST 

SOMETHING WHICH TO US HAD GREAT VALUE AND 

AFTER A LONG SEARCH IF WE FOUND WHAT HAD 

BEEN LOSTJ THERE WAS REJOICING. EVERY NOW 

AND THEN WE READ OR HEAR IN THE NEWS ABOUT 

A CHILD BEING LOST AND A TREMENDOUS SEARCH 

IS ORGANIZEDJ AND THEN IF THE LOST CHILD 

IS SAFELY FOUND THERE IS ALMOST NO END TO 

THE JOY THAT IS EXPERIENCED. 

WHEN JESUS FIRST TOLD THESE STORIES ABOUT 

A LOST SHEEP AND A LOST COINJ HE WAS RESPONDING 

TO CRITICISM THAT WAS BEING LEVELED AGAINST 

HIM BY THE RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES OF HIS TIME. 

THE MAIN POINT OF THE CRITICISM BEING THAT 

HE SPENT TOO MUCH TIME WITH THE "LOST" PEOPLE 

IN THAT SOCIETY--THE SINNERS AND THE PUBLICANS; 

PEOPLE WHO WERE CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE 
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THE WORTHLESS. THE PUBLICANS WERE THE TAX­

COLLECTORSJ JEWS WHO HAD SOLD THEMSELVES 

TO COLLECT ROMAN TAXES FROM THEIR OPPRESSED 

COUNTRYMEN FOR A FEEJ AND SINNERS WERE PEOPLE 

WHO WERE CARELESS OF THE RELIGIOUS LAW. 

THUS THE CRITICISM OF JESUS WAS BASED ON 

THE ASSUMPTION THAT SOME PEOPLE IN SOCIETY 

ARE WORTHLESS) THEY ARE LOST FOREVER) AND 

IT' S  A WASTE OF TIME TO BE IN ANY KIND OF 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM. JESUS NOT ONLY SPENT 

TIME WITH SUCH LOST PEOPLE) BUT HE EVEN ATE 

WITH THEM. To EAT WITH SOM�ON� IN T�AT 

CULTURE WAS TO TREAT THEM AS EQUALS--IT WAS 

FULL ACCEPTANCE, 

IT WAS IN RESPONSE TO SUCH CRITICISM THAT 

JESUS TOLD THE STORIES ABOUT THE SHEPHERD 

LEAVING HIS 99 SHEEP TO SEARCH AND FIND THE 

ONE LOST SHEEP AND THE WOMAN WHO HAD LOST 

ONE COIN OUT OF TENJ SEARCHING UNTIL SHE 

FOUND THE LOST COIN. AND IN EACH CASEJ THERE 

WAS A BIG PARTY HELD TO CELEBRATE AFTERWARDS. 

WHAT DO THESE TWO PARABLES HAVE TO SAY TO 

us! 

1. FIRST OF ALL J THEY PRESENT A NEW CONCEPTION 
. . 

. 
' 

OF GOD. THEY TELL OF THE SEEKING LOVE OF 
. 

. 

-- GOD WHICH WILL NOT GIVE UP ANYONE FOR LOST, 
. 

. . . . . . 

THIS LOVE OF GOD WILL SEEK AND SEARCH FOREVER 

IF NECESSARY. 

FROM OUR PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEWJ THIS 



SEARCHING LOVE OF GOD TAKES A LOT OF FOOLISH 

RISKS, IN THE PARABLE THE SHEPHERD WAS NOT 

A PRUDENT PERSON J THAT ISJ HE DID NOT PLAY 

PERCENTAGES, HE LEFT THE 99 SHEEP IN THE 

WI LDERNESS J UNPROTECTEDJ. WHILE HE WENT TO 

SEARCH FOR THE ONE LOST SHEEP, 

So TO REPEAT THE FIRST POINT AGAIN--THE LOVE 

OF GOD AS EXPRESSED IN JESUS CHRIST SEEKS 
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ALL PEOPLEJ NO MATTER HOW LOST OR HOW WORTHLESS 

THEY MIGHT SEEM TO US, AND THIS LOVE OF 

GOD NEVER GIVES UP UNTIL THE LOST ARE FOUND . 

2. THE SECOND MAIN POINT OF THE PARABLES 

IS THIS--EACH HUMAN BEING IS A CREATURE OF 

ABSOLUTE WORTH IN THE SIGHT OF GOD--EVEN 

THOSE THAT EACH' SOCIETY MAY CONSIDER LOST 

AND THEREFORE WORTHLESS, JESUS SAID OVER 

AND OVER AGAINJ "I  HAVE COME TO SEEK AND 

TO SAVE THAT WHICH IS LOST. " 

Now LET' S ATTEMPT TO MAKE THESE TWO SHORT 

PARABLES CONTEM�ORARY. IF THE PUBLICANS 

AND THE SINNERS WERE CONSIDERED TO BE THE 

"LOST" AND THEREFORE WORTHLESS IN JESUS' 

TIME J WHO ARE THE LOST AND THEREFORE WORTHLESS 

IN TODAY'S WORLD? 

1. FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF MANY IN OUR 

TIME J THOSE WHO HAVE AIDS ARE LOST� AND 

SHOULD BE ISOLATED FROM ·THE REST OF SOCIETY, 
. . . . 

SOME CHRISTIANS ARE EVEN CONVINCED THAT THE 



DISEASE. IS A JUDGMENT FROM GOD, YET I THINK 

JESUS WOULD SEEK THEM OUTJ AND ACCEPT THEM 

AS HAVING WORTH AS CREATURES OF GODJ AND 

WOULD WANT US TO DO THE SAME. 

2. A SECOND GROUP IN OUR TIME WHO ARE 

FREQUENTLY CONSIDERED OUTCASTS AND LOST BY 

SOME PEOPLE ARE HOMOSEXUALS. LIKE THE 

RELIGIOUS PEOPLE OF JESUS' TIMEJ IF WE SAW 

JESUS FREQUENTLY BEING WITH HOMOSEXUALS AND 

EATING WITH THEMJ WE MIGHT BE HIGHLY CRITICAL 

OF HIS ACTIVITY, YET I BELIEVEJ BASED ON 

THESE PARABLES J JESUS WOULD SEEK THEM OUT, 

3. A THIRD GROUP OF PEOPLE CONSIDERED TO 

BE LOST BY SOME OF US ARE THOSE WHO ARE IN 

PRISON. '' LOCK THEM UP AND THROW AWAY THE 

KEYJ " IS THE ATTITUDE I FREQUENTLY HEAR 

VOICED. "WHO CARES HOW CROWDED THE JAILS 

AND PRISONS ARE. MOST OF THESE PEOPLE ARE 

WORTHLESS ANYWAY. " WHAT WE ARE SAYING IS 

THAT WE DON'T CARE WHAT HAPPENS TO SUCH 

PEOPLE AND BY IMPLICATION THAT GOD DOESN'T 

CARE EITHER. THEY ARE AMONG THE LOST. 

4. EVEN WEJ BECAUSE WE ARE MEMBERS OF A 

CHURCH LIKE THIS ONEJ ARE CONSIDERED BY SOME 

AMONG THE LOST, THERE ARE SEVERE DIVISIONS 

WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. SOME WHO ARE 

MEMBERS OF ONE BRAND OF CHRISTIANITY CONSIDER 

OTHERS WHO ARE OF A DIFFERENT BRAND--"LOST 
. . . 

AND DAM NED FOREVER." IRONICALLY TOOJ WITHIN 
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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WITH ALL OF ITS DIVISIONS--

\ 



----... 
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THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD EAT A MEAL WITH 

YOU OR ME IN OUR HOMES OR IN A RESTAURANTJ 

BUT WOULD NOT BE ABLEJ ACCORDING TO THEIR 

BELIEFJ TO EAT THE LORD-' S  SUPPER TOGETHER 

IN THEIR CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE. 

So THERE .ARE LOTS OF "LOST" PEOPLE IN OUR 

SOCIETY, I'M SURE THAT YOU CAN THINK OF 

OTHER CATEGORIES OF THOSE AMONG US WHO ARE 

CONSIDERED WORTHLESS AND LOST, 

YET IF WE WANT TO BE BRUTALLY HONEST ABOUT 

IT� IS THERE ANYONE HERE WHO HAS NOT FELT 

"LOST" AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, WHETHER OR 

NOT AN�ONE ELSE CONSIDERED YOU "LOSTJ " YOU 

FELT ''LOST'' W·ITHIN YOURSEL.F, THAT ISJ YOU 

FELT THAT YOUR LIFE HAD NO DIRECTION--THAT 

YOU WERE SIMPLY GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS 

OF LIVING WITHOUT MUCH MEANING IN ANY OF 
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IT. MAYBE YOU FELT UNCONNECTED AND THEREFORE 

UTTERLY ALONEJ OR YOU WERE CONFUSEDJ PERPLEXEDJ 

OR PERHAPS YOU FELT AS IF EVERYONE ELSE HAD 

FORGOTTEN ABOUT YOU. THEN YOU KNOW THE 

FEELING OF BEING LOST. 

WHO ARE THE LOST IN OUR TIME? EACH ONE OF 

US AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER IS OR HAS BEEN 

LOST. SOMEONE ONCE DESCRIBED THE LOST AS 

A PERSON WHO HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE AND 

THE POWER OF 

AND IN GOD. 

IS LOST WHEN 

BELIEF IN OTHER HUMAN BEINGS 

ANOTHER PERSON SAID, "A PERSON 

HE OR SHE CANNOT DEFINE HIS 

OR HER PRESENT OR PLAN FOR THE FUTURE," 
I 



WE CAN BE LOST IN SO MANY WAY.S. SOMETIMES 

WE ARE LOST IN THE FOG OF FEAR) ANXIETY) 

AND WORRY AND WE GROPE FRANTICALLYJ EVEN 

DESPERATELYJ FOR A SURE WAY TO THE LEVEL 

OF CLEAR VISION, 

SOMETIMES WE ARE LOST IN THE JUNGLES OF 

PASSIONJ HATRED AND VENGEANCEJ AND THEN WE 

ARE UNABLE TO SEE OTHERS AS THEY ARE OR TO 

JUDGE EVENTS FAIRLY AND WE REACT IN SPASMS 

OF UNCONTROLLED FURY. 

SOMETIMES WE ARE LOST IN THE DEPRESSION OF 

GRIEF BECAUSE OF THE DEATH OF SOMEONE WE 

LOVE) AND WE LIVE FOR A TIME WITH NO SENSE 

OF DIRECTION OR MEANING. 

SOMETIMES WE ARE LOST IN AN ILLNESS LIKE 

ALCOHOLISM AS IT FASTENS ITSELF UPON USJ 

STRIPPING US OF CONFIDENCE AND SELF-RESPECT) 

AND WE HAVE NEITHER THE COURAGE NOR THE 

STAMINA TO FACE THE PROBLEMS AND REVERSES 

THAT MUST BE FACED IN DAILY LIVING; OR A 

PERSON GETS LOST IN THE ADDICTION OF SOME 

OTHER .KIND OF DRUG, 

SOMETIMES WE ARE LOST BECAUSE OF DEFEAT AND 

DISAPPOINTMENT AND THUS WE FIND OURSELVES 

IN PERIODIC AND FULL RETREAT FROM THE 

INEVITABLE ENCOUNTERS OF LIFE, 

SOMETIMES PEOPLE GET LOST IN MIDDLE-AGE AND 

SEE NO MORE CHALLENGE TO LIVE AND WANT TO 

6 



GIVE UP. 

SOMETIMES WE GET LOST IN OUR AMBITION TO 

GET AHEAD AND SELL OUR SOULS, 

SOMETIMES A PERSON LOSES HIS OR HER JOB AND 

FEELS LOST AND HAS NO SENSE OF WORTH, BECAUSE 

ALL OF ONE'S WORTH WAS TIED UP IN THE JOB. 

SOMETIMES WHEN A PERSON RETIRES, HE OR SHE 

FEELS TOTALLY LOST AND WORTHLESS, 

SOMETIMES WE GET LOST SIMPLY BY WANDERING 

OFF COURSE GRADUALLY, AND THEN ONE DAY WE 

REALIZE THAT WE ARE LOST. 

A FARMER CAME DOWN THE LANE, "GOT A STRAY," 

HE SAID TO THE CITY MAN. "How DO THEY GET 

LOST?" ASKED THE CITY MAN, "THEY JUST NIBBLE 

THEMSELVES LOST J II SAID THE FARMER I . ''THEY 

KEEP THEIR HEADS DOWN, WANDER FROM ONE GREEN 

TUFT TO ANOTHER, COME TO A HOLE IN THE FENCE, 

AND NEVER CAN FIND A HOLE BY WHICH TO GET 

BACK AGAIN.'' 

OUR MOST DISCERNING WRITERS ARE WELL AWARE 
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OF THE TRAGEDY OF THIS FACT OF LOSTNESS. 

DOSTOEVSKI COULD DESCRIBE IT WITH UNPARALLELED 

POWER BECAUSE FOR YEARS, HE, HIMSELF, WAS 

LOST IN A MANIA FOR GAMBLING THAT STRIPPED 

HIM OF MORALS AND DEPENDABLE CHARACTER, 

FINALLY HE HIT BOTTOM WHEN HE STOLE HIS SICK 

WIFE'S CLOTHING, PAWNED IT AND THEN LOST 
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THE MONEY AT THE WHEEL, UTTERLY DESTITUTE 

OF BOTH MONEY AND SELF-RESPECT) HE COULD 

ONLY CREEP HOMEJ A LOST SOULJ AND SEEK HIS 

WIFE' S FORGIVENESS. 
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WI LL I EJ . IN THE DEATH OF A SALEMANJ AND BLANCHE 

IN A STREETCAR NAMED DES IREJ AND A DOZEN 

OTHERS ARE EXAMPLES OF LOST SOULS ON THE 

STAGES OF OUR THEATRES AND IN OUR MOTION 

PICTURES, 

THIS MATTER OF LOSTNESS TOUCHES EVERYONE 

OF US. THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS IN WHICH 

PEOPLE CAN GET LOST, 

So THE GOOD NEWS OF THESE PARABLES IS FOR 

ALL OF US. THESE TWO PARABLES TELL OF THE 

SEEKING LOVE OF GOD WHICH WILL NOT GIVE UP 

ANYONE FOR LOST, THIS LOVE OF GOD EXPRESSED 

MOST COMPLETELY IN THE BIRTHJ LIFEJ TEACHINGSJ 

DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST WILL 

·SEEK AND SEARCH TO FIND US AND ANYONE ELSE 

WHO IS LOST. GOD'S LOVE IS SUCH THAT IT 

WILL SEEK AFTER US FOREVER AND NEVER GIVE 

UP. No MATTER HOW WORTHLESS WE MIGHT SEEM 

TO OURSELVES OR OTHERSJ GOD DOES NOT SEE 

US THAT WAY. 

WHAT DOES IT FEEL LIKE WHEN ONE KNOWS HE 

OR SHE IS " FOUND" ? 

To BE FOUND IS TO KNOW DEEP DOWN THAT ONE 

IS CONNECTED TO GOD AND TO OTHERS. ONE CAN 
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THEN SAYJ "I AM IN TUNE WITH THE RHYTHM OF 

THE UNIVERSE. I HAVE COMMITTED MY WHOLE 
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SELF TO A POWER GREATER THAN MY OWNJ SO THAT 

WHEN MY VERY HUMANITY MAKES MISTAKES INEVITABLEJ 

I CAN KNOW THAT SOMEONE IS HELPING ME CARRY 

THE LOAD OF IT. THUS WHILE I SEEM TO BE 

ALONE IN THE ·WORLDJ I AM ACTUALLY NEVER 

ALONE. " 

How THEN DOES GOD SEEK AND FIND THE LOST? 

SOME MONTHS AGOJ A YOUNG MAN WHO REGULARLY 

ATTENDS CHURCH HERE SENT ME THIS STORY, 

ONE SPRINGJ DURING HEAVY RAINSJ A DIKE ON 

THE RIVER BEGAN TO LEAK BADLYJ AND IT WAS 

REPORTED THAT IT WOULD CERTAINLY GIVE OUT 

COMPLETELY WITHIN THE.NEXT 24 HOURS. THE 

TOWN DOWNSTREAM WAS EVACUATED. THE NATIONAL 

GUARD THEN BEGAN TO SEARCH THE TOWNJ NOW 

FLOODED, TO BE SURE THAT NO ONE WAS LEFT 

BEHIND, 

TWO OF THE GUARDSMEN CAME UPON A MAN WHO 

WAS STANDING ON HIS PORCH WITH WATER UP TO 

HIS KNEES. THEY ASKED HIM TO GET INTO THEIR 

BOAT BEFORE THE FLOOD BECAME WORSE. HE 

REFUSED BY SAYINGJ "I WILL STAY HERE. GOD 

HAS PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF ME." 

� A FEW HOURS LATERJ THE MAN WAS ON THE ROOF 

OF  HIS HOUSE BECAUSE THE FLOOD HAD I NCREASED 

AND AGAIN THEY URGED HIM TO GET INTO THEIR 
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BOAT LEST HE BE SWEPT AWAY BY THE FLOOD. 

AND AGAIN HE REFUSED BY SAYING� " GOD HAS 

PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF ME. " 
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SOME TIME LATER ) WHEN THE FLOOD HAD INCREASED 

AND THE MAN WAS NOW HANGING ON FOR HIS LIFE) 

A HELICOPTER FLEW OVER AND SPOTTED THE MAN. 

A ROPE WAS LOWERED TO HIM SO THAT HE COULD 

BE RESCUED. BUT ONCE MORE HE REFUSED-­

STATING THAT Goo WOULD SAVE HIM. 

NOT LONG AFTER HE DROWNED, WHEN THIS MAN 

ARRIVED IN Gan's PRESENCEJ HE LET Gon KNOW 

HOW DISAPPOINT.ED HE WAS BECAUSE Goo HAD NOT 

SAVED HIM. HE TOLD Goo--" You PROMISED TO 

TAKE CARE OF ME. ''" GOD'S REPLY WAS--''You 

FOOL) . I SENT YOU TWO BOATS AND A HELICOPTER.'' 

GOD FREQUENTLY WORKS THROUGH OTHER HUMAN 

BEINGS, THAT' S THE MAIN REASON FOR THE 

EX I ST ENCE OF THE CHURCH. IT IS DESCRIBED 

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AS THE " BODY OF CHRIST" 

ALIVE AND AT WORK IN THE WORLD. WEJ WHO 

ARE THE CHURCH) ARE TO SEEK OUT AND FIND 

THE LOST AS JESUS DID. 

THE " FRIEND TO FRIEND" PROGRAM WE HAVE IN 

THIS CONGREGATION) OUR LETTING THE BUILDING 

BE USED BY SUPPORT GROUPS LIKE A.A. AND MANY 

OTHERS) ALL ARE WAYS OF HELPING TO FIND THE 

LOST. 

I RECENTLY READ OF A SMALL GROUP OF CHRISTIANS 



WHO J AS VOLUNTEERS> ARE VISITING TERMINALLY 
. . . . 

ILL AIDS PATIENTS IN A HOSPITAL I N  A LARGE 

CITY, NONE OF THE VICTIMS HAVE FAMILIES 

IN THE AREA AND CERTAINLY NO VISITORS, So 

THIS GROUP BRINGS THEM POSTAGE STAMPS} 

STATIONERY> BOOKS} TAPES} AND COOKIES, THEY 

ARE LETTING THESE OUTCASTS KNOW THAT GOD 

LOVES THEM I . 

THE PRISON FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM} STARTED BY 

CHARLES COLSON} IS ANOTHER WAY OF SEEKING 

THE LOST AND BRINGING Gan's LOVE TO THEM. 

A VITAL CHURCH IS A SEEKING CHURCH--A CHURCH 

THAT IS ALWAYS REACHING OUT BEYOND ITS OWN 

BOUNDARIES, A VITAL CHURCH IS LIKE THE 

SHEPHERD WHO SEARCHED FOR THE LOST SHEEP 

AND THE WOMAN WHO LOOKED AND LOOKED FOR THE 

LOST COIN. 

A ND THEN ANOTHER MIRACLE HAPPENS. WHEN WE 

AS CHRISTIANS BEGIN TO-SEEK OUT THE LOST-­

WE ARE OURSELVES FOUND BY GOD'S LOVE--THEN 

GOD'S SPIRIT TRULY BECOMES ACTIVE IN US. 

SOMEONE PUT IT THIS WAY--"LOVE STARTS WHEN 

ANOTHER PERSON'S NEEDS BECOME MORE IMPORTANT 

THA·N YOUR OWN I// 

THAT'S WHY JESUS SAIDJ "THOSE WHO SEEK TO 

SAVE THEIR LIVES SHALL LOSE THEMJ BUT THOSE 

WHO LOSE THEIR LIVES FOR MY SAKE WILL FI ND 
. .  

THEM." LOOK ABOUT YOU TO DISCOVER THE 

SPONTANEOUSLY HAPPY PERSONS. THEY ARE THE 
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ONES WHO GIVE AWAY THE MOST. THEY NEVER 

SEEM TO HAVE MUCH NEED FOR ATTENTION. THEY 

HAVE GOT THEMSELVES OFF THEIR HANDS. 

AND NOTICE WHAT ELSE HAPPENS WHEN WE SEEK 

OUT THE LOST AND FIND THEM. Nor ONLY ARE 

WE OURSELVES FOUNDJ BUT INCREDIBLE JOY FOR 

ALL OF US IS THE RESULT. As FAR AS GOD IS 

CONCERNED THE LAST WORD IS NOT SINNINGJ OR 
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EVEN SELF-DENIALJ THE· LAST WORD IS JOY. THE 

PARTY BEGINS WHEN THE LOST ARE FOUND. THESE 

PARABLES TELL US THAT THE PARTY IS EVERYWHERE-­

THERE IS JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF Gon WHEN 

EVEN ONE LOST PERSON IS FOUND. THIS JOY 

IS FOR ALL OF USJ THE LOST AND THE FOUND. 

AMEN. 


