SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 1936

"ON BEING KIND”

EPHESIANS 4:1-3, 31-32
GALATIANS 5:22-23

A BUM DIED., THAT'S WHAT IT SEEMED LIKE. THEY
FOUND HIS BODY IN A FLOP-HOUSE oN WEST MADISON

STREET, CHICAGO’S SKID ROW. WHITE MALE,
APPROXIMATELY 55 YEARS OLD. A BUM DIED.

THEY DIDN'T KNOW. HE WAS NO BUM.,

THE MAN’'’S NAME WAS ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY.
GROWING UP, HE WANTED TO BE A FIREMAN. WHEN

HE WAS A CHILD HE WOULD GO TO THE FIREHOUSE
AT ABERDEEN AND WASHINGTON, THE HOME OF ENGINE

34, HIS TWO SISTERS WOULD GO WITH HIM SOMETIMES,
THE FIREMEN WERE NICE TO THE KIDS. THIS WAS
BACK IN THE DAYS WHEN THE NEIGHBORHOOD WAS

ALL RIGHT.

ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY BECAME A TEENAGER, AND
THEN A MAN, AND HE NEVER HAD QUITE WHAT IT
TAKES TO BE A FIREMAN, HE DIDN'T MAKE 1IT,
HE DID MAKE IT INTO THE ARMY. HE WAS A PRIVATE

IN WORLD WAR II, SERVING IN THE EUROPEAN THEATER
OF OPERATIONS. HE DIDN’'T MAKE OUT TOO WELL,
HE SUFFERED FROM SHELL SHOCK. IT MESSED HIM

UP PRETTY BADLY.
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HE WAS PLACED IN A SERIES OF MILITARY HOSPITALS,

AND THEN, WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER, IN VETERAN'S
HOSPITALS., WHATEVER HAD HAPPENED TO HIM IN
THE SERVICE WASN'T GETTING ANY BETTER. HE
WOULD BE RELEASED FROM A HOSPITAL, AND HE
WOULD GO BACK TO THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CHICAGO, AND SUDDENLY THE “L" TRAIN WOULD

COME RUMBLING OVERHEAD AND ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY
WOULD DIVE TO THE GROUND., SOME PEOPLE LAUGHED

AT HIM., HE DIDN'T WANT TO DO IT. A LOUD
NOISE AND HE WOULD DROP,

HE WALKED AWAY FROM A VETERAN'S HOSPITAL 1IN
1954, HE DECIDED THAT HE HAD TO LIVE IN THE
REAL WORLD, BUT HE WAS IN NO CONDITION TO

DO THAT. HE TRIED FOR A WHILE, AND THEN HE
WENT BACK TO THE ONLY PLACE THAT HE REMEMBERED
AS BEING A PLACE OF HAPPINESS.,

HE WENT BACK TO THE FIRE STATION AT ABERDEEN
AND WASHINGTON., SOME OF THE MEN OF ENGINE

34 REMEMBERED ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY FROM WHEN

HE WAS A BOY., THEY REMEMBERED HIM AS A BRIGHT-
EYED CHILD WANTING TO BE A FIREMAN, AND NOW
THEY SAW HIM AS A SHELL-SHOCKED WAR VETERAN.,

THEY TOOK HIM IN., THEY FED AND CLOTHED HIM
AND GAVE HIM A PLACE TO SLEEP AND LET HIM

BE ONE OF THEM. HE WASN’T A FIREMAN, OF
COURSE, BUT HE LIVED IN THE FIREHOUSE, AND
HE HAD THE FIREMEN AS HIS FRIENDS. THE

MILITARY PEOPLE DIDN’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH
HIS VETERANS BENEFITS, SO SOME OF THE FIREMEN
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WENT TO THE EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK AND ARRANGED

FOR THE BENEFIT MONEY TO BE PAID TO A SPECIAL
ACCOUNT. THE FIREMEN OF ENGINE 34 TOOK IT
UPON THEMSELVES TO BECOME ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY'’S

CONSERVATOR AND GUARDIAN,

THE YEARS WENT BY. SOME OF THE FIREMEN WERE
TRANSFERRED, AND SOME RETIRED, AND SOME DIED,
BUT THERE WAS AT LEAST ONE FIREMAN AT THE
STATION WHO WOULD TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY., THE FIREMEN DIDN'T ASK

FOR ANYTHING IN RETURN, BUT KELLY WOULD STOKE
THE FURNACE AND CLEAN UP AND HELP OUT AS MUCH

AS HE couLD, THERE WERE MAYBE A DOZEN FIREMEN
OVER THE YEARS WHO BECAME HIS SPECIAL GUARDIANS --
THE ONES WHO WOULD DEAL WITH THE BANKS AND

THE MILITARY, AND WHO WOULD MAKE SURE THAT

NO HARM CAME TO KELLY. FOR A LONG TIME, IT

WAS THE SULLIVAN BROTHERS; WHEN THEY LEFT

ENGINE 34, ANOTHER FIREMAN WILLINGLY TOOK

OVER AND THEN ANOTHER,

ONCE ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY WENT TO A CUBS GAME,
A CAR BACKFIRED, HE HIT THE GROUND. THERE
WAS SOME SNICKERING, BUT AN OLDER MAN WHO
HAD BEEN IN THE SERVICE HIMSELF AND WAS
FAMILIAR WITH SHELL SHOCK, HELPED KELLY UP
AND SAID, "THAT'S ALL RIGHT, FELLOW, You'LL

BE ALL RIGHT."” AFTER THAT, KELLY STAYED CLOSE
TO THE FIREHOUSE.

HIS MIND AND HIS NERVES WERE NOT GOOD., THE
FIREMEN HAD TO REMIND HIM TO BATHE, AND TO



CHANGE CLOTHES, AND TO EAT PROPERLY. THEY

DID IT, FOR TWENTY YEARS AND MORE, WITHOUT
ANYONE ASKING, "“HE'S AN EASYGOING FELLOW,"
ONE OF THEM SAID, “HE DOESN'T HARM ANYBODY.
[T'S NOT HARD FOR US TO TAKE CARE OF HIM,”

THEN THE FIREHOUSE CLOSED DOWN, THE FIREMEN
WERE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER STATION HOUSE,

AT LAFLIN AND MADISON., ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY
WENT WITH THEM, BUT IT WASN'T THE SAME, IT
WASN'T THE FIREHOUSE HE HAD LOVED AS A CHILD.
HE DIDN'T WANT TO LIVE THERE,

SO THE LAST FIREMAN TO TAKE CARE OF HIM --
GEORGE GRANT, A FIFTY-ONE YEAR OLD FATHER

OF EIGHT -- FOUND ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY A PLACE
TO LIVE, IT WASN'’T MUCH -- IT WAS A ROOM

ON MADISON STREET -- BUT EVERY MONTH GRANT

WOULD TAKE CARE OF THE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
WITH THE BANK, AND WOULD GO TO MADISON STREET

TO GIVE MONEY TO A LADY WHO RAN A TAVERN NEAR
KELLY'S ROOM, THE UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT

SHE WOULD GIVE KELLY HIS MEALS AT THE TAVERN,
NO LIQUOR, THE FIREMEN DIDN’T WANT KELLY

TO END UP AS A MADISON STREET WINO.

“THE FIREMEN HAD STARTED TO TAKE CARE OF ART
WAY BEFORE I EVEN GOT ON THE FORCE,"” GRAN

SAID., "I JUST HAPPENED TO BE THE LAST IN
A LONG LINE OF MEN WHO TOOK CARE OF HIM, I
DIDN'T MIND.”

WHEN ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY WAS FOUND DEAD IN



HIS ROOM, THEY THOUGHT HE WAS A BUM, BUT

THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN AT THE FUNERAL. ARTHUR
JOSEPH KELLY WAS BURIED WITH DIGNITY, HE

WAS CARRIED TO HIS GRAVE BY UNIFORMED FIREMEN,
THEY WERE HIS PALLBEARERS. MOST OF THEM WERE
NOT EVEN BORN WHEN, AS A BOY, KELLY HAD STARTED
HANGING AROUND THE FIREHOUSE., BUT THEY WERE
THERE AT THE END, THE FIREMEN NEVER LET KELLY
LIVE LIKE A BUM, THEY DIDN’'T LET HIM DIE

LIKE ONE EITHER., (THIS STORY IS TOLD BY BOB
GREENE IN HIS BOOK, “AMERICAN BEAT.")

KINDNESS., SIMPLE HUMAN KINDESS. NO FANFARES:
NO DRAMATIC RESCUE. JUST A GROUP OF PEOPLE
BEING KIND TO A HUMAN BEING WHO HAD NO ONE
ELSE; DAY AFTER DAY, YEAR AFTER YEAR.

DR, LEWIS THOMAS, IN HIS BOOK OF ESSAYS, “THE
LIVES OF A CELL,"” TELLS ABOUT A NOMADIC TRIBE
IN THE MOUNTAIN VALLEYS OF NORTHERN UGANDA,
WHO BEHAVE IN THE EXACT OPPOSITE WAY OF THE
FIREMEN, THE IKS WERE STUDIED INTENSIVELY

BY AN ANTHROPOLOGIST WHO DETESTED THEM AND
WROTE A BOOK ABOUT THEM,

ACCORDING TO THE STUDY, THE IKS ARE CLUSTERED
IN SMALL, DENSE VILLAGES, BUT THEY ARE REALLY
SOLITARY, UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS WITH NO EVIDENT

USE FOR EACH OTHER. THEY TALK, BUT ONLY TO
MAKE ILL-TEMPERED DEMANDS AND COLD REFUSALS.
THEY SHARE NOTHING. THEY NEVER SING. THEY

TURN THE CHILDREN OUT TO FORAGE AS SOON AS
THEY CAN WALK, AND DESERT THE ELDERS TO STARVE




WHENEVER THEY CAN, AND THE FORAGING CHILDREN
SNATCH FOOD FROM THE MOUTHS OF THE HELPLESS
ELDERS, IT IS A MEAN SOCIETY.

THEY BREED WITHOUT LOVE OR EVEN CASUAL REGARD,
THEY DEFECATE ON EACH OTHER'S DOORSTEPS. THEY
WATCH THEIR NEIGHBORS FOR SIGNS OF MISFORTUNE,
AND ONLY THEN DO THEY LAUGH,

THE ANTHROPOLOGIST WHO STUDIED THE IKS BELIEVES
THAT THIS IS WHAT ALL OF US ARE LIKE IN OUR

INNER SELVES AND THAT WE WILL ALL TURN INTO
I KS WHEN THE STRUCTURE OF OUR SOCIETY BECOMES

UNHINGED,

THIS ARGUMENT RESTS, OF COURSE, ON CERTAIN
ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THE CORE OF HUMAN BEINGS,
AND IS NECESSARILY SPECULATIVE. YOU HAVE

TO AGREE IN ADVANCE THAT WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE
FUNDAMENTALLY A BAD LOT, OUT FOR OURSELVES
ONLY, AND DISPLAYING SUCH GRACES AS AFFECTION
AND KINDNESS ONLY AS LEARNED HABITS.

BUT I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS IS THE CASE. OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH TELLS US THAT WE ARE CREATED
IN GOD’S IMAGE -- AND FURTHERMORE THAT WE

ARE CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER AND TO GoD. WHEN
WE PAY ATTENTION TO THE GOD IMAGE IN US AND

IN OTHERS, THEN WE ARE KIND AND CARING.

HOWEVER, OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH ALSO REMINDS
US THAT WE CAN BECOME LIKE THE IKS. WE TooO
CAN BE AT TIMES MEAN TO EACH OTHER, BRUTAL.



WE ONLY HAVE TO READ THE DAILY NEWS STORIES
TO BE REMINDED,

BUT THEN THERE ARE THOSE OTHER WONDERFUL
STORIES LIKE THE FIREMEN WHO TOOK CARE OF
ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY FOR YEARS.

THUS IT IS THAT ONE MAIN FUNCTION OF OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH IS TO REMIND US OF THE GOD-
I
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MAGE WITHIN US -- TO CALL FORTH THE BEST

N US RATHER THAN THE WORST. ALL OF US WOULD
AGREE THAT WE WOULD RATHER LIVE IN A SOCIETY
WHERE KINDNESS AND CARING ARE PRACTICED RATHER
THAN IN A SOCIETY LIKE THE [IKS WHERE MEANNESS

IS THE ORDER OF THE DAY,

THAT'S WHY THE BIBLE REMINDS US IN MANY
DIFFERENT WAYS -- BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER.,

LET KINDNESS BE A PART OF YOUR NATURE DAY

IN AND DAY OUT, IN THE LITTLE EVENTS OF LIFE
AS WELL AS THE BIG, BE KIND NOT ONLY TO THOSE
OF YOUR OWN TRIBE, OR FAMILY, OR RACE, OR
NATION, BUT BE KIND TO THE STRANGER WITHIN
YOUR GATES.,

ESPECIALLY AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WE
ARE CALLED TO BE KIND TO EVERY LIVING CREATURE.,
OUR SCRIPTURE READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE

EPHESIANS SAID, "I BEG YOU TO LEAD A LIFE
WORTHY OF THE CALLING TO WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN
CALLED, WITH ALL LOWLINESS AND MEEKNESS, WITH

PATIENCE, FORBEARING ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE .,
.+ LET ALL BITTERNESS AND WRATH AND ANGER



AND CLAMOR AND SLANDER BE PUT AWAY FROM YOU,
WITH ALL MALICE, AND BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER,
TENDERHEARTED, FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER, AS (GOD
IN CHRIST FORGAVE YouU,"”

KINDNESS IS ONE OF THE STRONGEST AND MOST
BEAUTIFUL QUALITIES ANY LIFE CAN HAVE. 1IN
FACT, THE APOSTLE PAUL TELLS US THAT ONE TEST
AS TO WHETHER OR NOT AN INDIVIDUAL IS LETTING
GOD’S SPIRIT WORK IN HIM OR HER IS THE TEST
OF KINDNESS., HE WROTE, "BUT THE FRUIT OF

THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE,
KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS,

SELF-CONTROL."

[F WE COULD ONLY KNOW THE BURDENS OF OTHERS,
THE TRAGEDIES MET, THEN WE WOULD KNOW HOW

IMPORTANT KINDNESS IS, THE UNKIND WORDS AND
DEEDS WOUND QUICKLY AND DEEPLY -- GOSSIP

SPREAD CAN DIMINISH A PERSON’S LIFE AND IN
A REAL SENSE DESTROY SOMETHING OF LIFE. ON
THE OTHER HAND, A KIND WORD SPOKEN, A KIND

ACT, RENEWS LIFE,

| IFE BECOMES SO BITTER, SO NARROW, SO SMALL,
WHEN THERE IS NO KINDNESS. WE REVERT TO A
KIND OF ANIMAL FEAR AND ANXIOUS DEFENSIVENESS
WHEN KINDNESS IS NEITHER GIVEN OR RECEIVED,

AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO BE ESPECIALLY KIND

TO THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, LIKE
ARTHUR JOSEPH KELLY. IN FACT IN ONE OF JESUS’
MOST MEMORABLE PARABLES, HE MAKES THIS POINT,



IN THE PARABLE, IT IS JUDGMENT DAY, AND (GOD
SAYS TO SOME PEOPLE, “COME INHERIT THE KINGDOM

PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE
WORLD; FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD;
[ WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK; [ WAS

A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME; I WAS NAKED
AND YOU CLOTHED ME; I WAS SICK AND YOU VISITED
ME; I WAS IN PRISON AND YOU CAME TO ME."”

AND THOSE WHO ARE INVITED IN TO BE WITH GOD
ASK IN SURPRISE, “"WHEN DID WE SEE YOU HUNGRY

AND FEED YOU, OR THIRSTY AND GIVE YOU DRINK?
AND WHEN DID WE SEE YOU A STRANGER AND WEL COME

YOU, OR NAKED AND CLOTHE YOU? AND WHEN DID
WE SEE YOU SICK OR IN PRISON AND VISIT You?”
AND GOD REPLIES, “TRULY, [ SAY TO YOU, AS
YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YOU DID IT UNTO ME.,”

ACCORDING TO JESUS, GOD DOES NOT ASK, “WHAT
CHURCH DID YOU BELONG TO?" OR, "WHAT IS YOUR
NATIONALITY? ARE YOU SAVED? HAVE YOU BEEN
BAPTIZED? DID YOU ACCEPT JESUS CHRIST AS

YOUR PERSONAL SAVIOR?” IN THE PARABLE, GOD
ONLY ASKS, “DID YOU PRACTICE KINDNESS TOWARD
THOSE WHO WERE IN NEED OF KINDNESS AND CARING?”
WERE YOU KIND TO THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY?

“"BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER, TENDERHEARTED."”
THAT'S WHAT THIS WORLD TODAY NEEDS MORE THAN

ANYTHING ELSE -- KINDNESS, AND IT'S SOMETHING
THAT EACH ONE OF US CAN DO WHEREVER WE ARE.
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AND WHEN WE ARE KIND, THEN WE ARE TRULY DOING
GoD’S WORK AND GoD'’s WIiLL., AMEN.



