
SUNDAY ) AUGUST 3J 1986 

llDEALING WITH BROKEN DREAMS
ll 

ROMANS 5:1-5 

JOHN 6:24-27 

HE IS NINE YEARS OLD; HIS NAME IS BRETT. 

FOR THREE YEARS HE HAS BEEN ASKING HIS 

PARENTS IF HE COULD PLAY IN THE LITTLE 

LEAGUE. THIS SUMMER THEY SAID YES. HE 

IS SMALL FOR HIS AGEJ WITH CURLY BROWN 

HAIR AND BRIGHT BLUE EYES. THE GIRLS THINK 

HE IS CUTE) BUT HE TELLS HIS MOTHER HE 

DOESN'T CARE ABOUT THAT. WHEN HIS MOTHER 

AND FATHER SAID HE COULD PLAY IN THE LEAGUE 

THIS YEAR ) HE JUST ABOUT EXPLODED WITH 

JOY. IN OTHER SUMMERS) HE WATCHED BASEBALL 

ON TELEVISION; THIS YEAR HE WAS GOING TO 

PLAY. 

HIS PARENTS TOOK HIM TO THE FIRST PRACTICE ) 

AND THEY COULD SEE IT IN HIS EYES; HE IDOLIZED 

THE MAN WHO WAS COACHING THE TEAM. THE 

OTHER BOYS HAD PLAYED IN YEARS BEFORE -­

LITTLE LEAGUERS START YOUNG -- BUT BRETT 

DIDN'T CARE. AT LAST HE WAS GOING TO BE 

ONE OF THEM. 

. . 

AFTER THE FIRST FEW GAMES) HE WOULD COME 



--

HOME FROM PRACTICE) AND HIS PARENTS COULD 

SENSE THAT SOMETHING WAS WRONG. IT IS 

BEST NOT TO PRY INTO THE SECRETS OF LITTLE 

BOYS) BUT THEY WERE CONCERNED. So ONE 

NIGHT AFTER DINNER) THEY WALKED OVER TO 

SEE HIS TEAM PLAY. 

THEY WATCHED AS THE GAME STARTED) AND THEIR 

SON DID NOT GET IN. THERE WERE 15 BOYS 

ON THE TEAMJ SOME OF THEM VERY GOOD. BUT 

MOST OF THEM WERE BIGGER THAN BRETT) AND 

STRONGER; THEY WERE THE ONES WHO PLAYED 

THE WHOLE GAME. THE COACH LET BRETT IN 

FOR ONE INNING; WHEN THE INNING WAS OVER ) 

THE COACH TOOK HIM OUT. 

AT HOME) AFTER THE GAME ) BRETT'S PARENTS 

ASKED HIM WHAT HAD BEEN BOTHERING HIM. 

HE SAID THAT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEASON) 

THE COACH HAD SAID THAT EVERY BOY COULD 

PLAY, BUT FOR BRETTJ THAT MEANT ONLY THE 

BARE MINIMUM -- ONE INNING EACH GAME. THE 

COACH WAS AFRAID THAT IF BRETT STAYED IN 

TOO LONG J THE TEAM MIGHT LOSE THE GAME. 

As IT WAS J . HE WAS PUT IN RIGHT FIELD) THE 

PLACE THAT BOYS WHO ARE NOT GOOD ENOUGH 

ARE TRADITIONALLY SENT. 

HIS MOTHER STARTED GOING TO EVERY GAME. 

SHE WOULD WATCH AS BRETT STOOD ON THE 

SIDELINESJ HIS EYES ALIVEJ EVERYTHING IN 
. . . . 

HIS FACE ALMOST BEGGING TO GET IN. AND 

EVERY GAME SHE WATCHED AS THE COACH 
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RELUCTANTLY LET HER SON PLAY FOR ONE 

INNING ) AND NOT A MOMENT MORE, 

AT HOME, BRETT WOULD PUT HIS UNIFORM ON 

FOUR HOURS BEFORE HE WAS SUPPOSED TO GO 

TO THE GAME. HE WOULD WALK AROUND THE 

HOUSE IN IT, LOOK AT HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR1 

CHECK THE CLOCK EVERY FEW MINUTES; THE 

GAMES WERE SUPPOSED TO START AT SIX P.M., 

BUT BRETT WOULD GET THERE AT QUARTER TO 

FIVE JUST TO BE SURE. EVERY GAME WAS GOING 

TO BE THE ONE WHEN HE WOULD REALLY GET 

TO PLAY I . 

AND HIS MOTHER KEPT GOING TO THE GAMES. 

EVEN FROM A DISTANCE SHE WOULD SEE THOSE 

EYES LIGHTING UP EVERY TIME IT SEEMED HE 

MIGHT GET TO GO IN. SHE WOULD SEE THOSE 

EYES, AND THEN SHE WOULD SEE THE COACH 

NOT EVEN KNOWING HER SON WAS THERE. THE 

COACH LOOKING AT THE MORE SKILLFUL BOYS 

OUT ON THE FIELD1 AND HER SON LOOKING AT 

THE COACH; IT MADE HER SICK TO SEE IT, 

ONE DAY1 AFTER THE GAME, WHEN NO ONE WAS 

LOOKING 1 SHE APPROACHED THE COACH. SHE 

ASKED HIM WHY. 

"I HAVE TO KEEP THE BEST.ONES IN," THE 

COACH SAID. "WE'RE IN A LEAGUE, YOU KNOW. 

WE'RE TRYING TO WIN. I HAVE FIVE BOYS 
. 

. 

ON THE TEAM WHO ONLY PLAY ONE INNING, YOUR 

SON IS ONE OF THEM." 
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AT HOME, BRETT WOULD ASK HIS FATHER TO 

PRACTICE WITH HIM IN THE DRIVEWAY. THE 

FATHER IS NOT AN ATHLETICALLY INCLINED 
. 

. 

MAN, BUT OF COURSE HE SAID, "YES." BRETT 

SAID HE WAS "WORKING ON HIS ARM," AS IF 

THAT WOULD HELP CHANGE THINGS AT THE NEXT 

GAME, 

AND EVERY GAME, HE WOULD GET INTO HIS 

UNIFORM EARLY; EVERY GAME, HE WOULD BE 

THE FIRST ONE AT THE FIELD. 

HIS MOTHER WATCH�D ON� GAM� H� GOT IN. 

THE BOYS WHO GOT TO PLAY REGULARLY -- THE 

SKILLFUL ONES -- HORSED AROUND BETWEEN 

INNINGS, DID TRICKS ON THEIR BIKES AND 

NAME JOKES WITH EACH OTHER. BRETTJ THOUGH, 

ONLY LOOKED AT THE GAME. HE NEVER EVEN 

GOT A DRINK OF WATER. THIS NIGHT WHEN 

HE GOT TO BAT, HE KEPT IN MIND THE COACH'S 

ADMONITIONS ABOUT NOT BACKING AWAY FROM 

THE BALL. THE P .ITCH CAME IN HARD AND 

CLOSE, AND IT HIT HIM HARD ENOUGH TO MAKE 

HIM CRY .. WHEN THE INNING WAS OVER, HE 

STOOD EXPECTANT.LY ON THE SIDELINES, HOPING 

TO BE BACK IN. BUT THE COACH ONLY CALLED 

TO THE REGULARS: "DOUBLE THE LIMIT AT 

THE DAIRY QUEEN IF YOU WIN." BRETT DID 

NOT PLAY AGAIN THAT NIGHT. 

ONE EVENING IT HAPPENED; �OR SOME REASON 

A LOT OF THE BOYS HAD OTHER THINGS TO DOJ 

AND THERE WERE ONLY NINE PRESENT WHEN IT 
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WAS TIME FOR THE GAME TO BEGIN, HIS MOTHER 

WAS THERE AGAINJ AND SHE SAW THE COACH 

TELL BRETT THAT HE WAS GOING TO GET TO 

START THE GAME IN RIGHT FIELD. SHE SAW 

HIM BEGIN TO SMILEJ AND THEN TO SUPPRESS 

IT; HE RAN OUT TO RIGHT FIELDJ PART OF 

THE STARTING TEAM. 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FIRST INNINGJ ONE 

OF THE REGULARS RODE UP ON HIS BIKE, THE 

COACH WAS CLEARLY GLAD TO SEE HIM. WHEN 

BRETT.TROTTED OFF THE FIELDJ HE SAW THAT 

THE OTHER BOY HAD ARRIVED. THE COACH TOOK 

BRETT OUT. HIS EVENING WAS OVER, 

THE SEASON IS ALMOST FINISHED NOW. BRETT 

DOES NOT PUT HIS UNIFORM O·N FOUR HOURS 

EARLY ANYMORE; HE DOES NOT WATCH THE CLOCK. 

HE STILL GOES TO THE GAMESJ BUT HE HAS 

LEARNED HIS LESSON. HE DOESN'T TALK ABOUT 

BASEBALL AROUND THE HOUSE. 

HIS PARENTS ARE TRYING TO FIND A MORAL 

IN ALL OF THIS. THEY KNOW IT HAPPENS TO 
, 

MANY BOYS IN THOUSANDS OF CITIES AROUND 

THE COUNTRY EVERY SUMMER. HIS PARENTS 

TELL THEMSELVES THAT MAYBE IT WILL TURN 

OUT TO BE A GOOD EXPERIENCE; MAYBE IT WILL 

TEACH THEIR SON SOMETHING ABOUT LIFEJ AND 

ABOUT DREAMSJ AND ABOUT PUTTING TOO MUCH 

FAITH IN THOSE DREAMS. 

THAT'S WHAT THEY TELL THEMSELVESJ BUT THEY 

DON'T BELIEVE IT. ALL THEY KNOW IS THAT 
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THEIR SONJ AT THE AGE OF NINEJ HAS BEEN 

SHOWN THAT HE ISN'T GOOD ENOUGH, WE ALL 

LEARN THAT SOMETIME IN THIS LIFE; SOME 

FIND IT OUT EARLIER THAN OTHERS, THE OTHER 

NIGHTJ BRETT TOLD HIS PARENTS THAT HE WASN'T 

GOING TO PLAY BASEBALL NEXT SUMMER. THE 

EYES WEREN'T AS BRIGHT; THAT'S WHAT HURT 

HIS PARENTS THE MOST. THE EYES WEREN'T 

AS BRIGHT. (THIS STORY IS TOLD BY BOB 

GREENE IN HIS BOOKJ "AMERICAN BEAT. ") 

BROKEN DREAMS, WE ALL HAVE THEM. FOR 

ALL OF US THEY BEGIN EARLY IN LIFEJ WHEN 

WE ARE CHILDREN. AND THEY DO NOT END WHEN 

WE GROW UP. 

THOSE OF US WHO ARE OLDERJ AS WE WATCH 

THE YOUNG GROW UP AS WE DID WITH THEIR 

AMBITIONS AND PLANS AND DREAMS -- WE WONDER 

WHAT THEY WILL DO WHEN THEY FACE THE 

INESCAPABLE EXPERIENCE OF HAVING SOME OF 

THEIR DREAMS UNFULFILLED -- BROKEN. 

BROKEN DREAMS ARE A PROBLEM WHICH AFFECT 

US AT EVERY AGE AND IN EVERY ECONOMIC 

BRACKET, WE CAN BE WELL OFF FINANCIALLY 

AND STILL HAVE BROKEN DREAMS. THEY OCCUR 

IN OUR LIVES NO MATTER HOW YOUNG OR OLD 

WE ARE. I BELIEVE THAT A LOT OF WHAT WE 

TODAY CALL THE MID-LIFE CRISIS IS ACTUALLY 

THE QUESTION OF HOW TO DEAL WITH UNREALIZED 
. . 

OR BROKEN DREAMS. A MAN OR WOMAN COMES 

TO THE REALIZATION THAT HE OR SHE IS NOT 
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GOING TO FULFILL THE DREAM IN THE WAY IT 

WAS ENVISIONED. 

THE ONLY WAY NOT TO HAVE ANY BROKEN DREAMS -­

NO DISAPPOINTMENTS IS TO NOT HAVE ANY DREAMS 

AT ALL. NEVER RISK ANYTHING AND YOU WILL 

NEVER FAILJ NOR OF COURSEJ WILL YOU SUCCEED. 

THE PERSON WHO RISKS NOTHING J DOES NOTHING) 

HAS NOTHING J IS NOTHING, 

WHAT THEN DOES OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH HAVE 

TO SAY TO US ABOUT DEALING WITH OUR BROKEN 

DREAMS? 

1. FIRST OF ALLJ AS I HAVE ALREADY BRIEFLY 

MENTIONED J REMEMBER THAT HAVING SOME BROKEN 

DREAMS IS GOING TO BE A PART OF EVERY HUMAN 

BEING'S LIFE J UNLESS WE HIDE OR NEVER TRY 

ANYTHING OR NEVER HAVE ANY DREAMS AT ALL. 

OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH DOES NOT PROMISE US 

A LIFE FREE OF  DISAPPOINTMENT. THEREFORE) 

DO NOT BE SURPRISED WHEN BROKEN DREAMS 

OCCUR. THEY COME TO ALL OF USJ YOUNG AND 

OLDJ RICH AND POOR. JESUS EXPERIENCED 

A NUMBER OF SEVERE DISAPPOINTMENTS IN HIS 

SHORT LIFE. HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS DESERTED 

HIM IN HIS HOUR OF NEED. 

As HUMAN BEINGS) GOD HAS CREATED US WITH 

THE CAPACITY TO DREAM AND WITH THE WISH 

TO BUILD A BETTER LIFE FOR THE WORLD AND 

FOR OURSELVES AND OUR LOVED ONES, To BE 

ABLE TO DREAM IS BUILT INTO OUR BASIC 
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NATURE, To DENY DREAMS) IS TO DENY OUR 

BASIC NATURE AS CREATURES OF GOD. HOWEVER) 

THE FACT IS THAT OUR REACH WILL SOMETIMES 

EXCEED OUR GRASP, WHEN WE HAVE DREAMS) 

T-HE FACT IS THAT ALL OF THEM WILL NOT BE 

FULFILLED ACCORDING TO OUR DESIRES, 

. . 

AGAIN) IMAGINE A LIFE DEVOID OF EXPECTATIONS) 

DREAMS) WISHES) AND HOPES) AND THEREFORE 

LITTLE DISAPPOINTMENT. IT WOULD BE A DULL) 

BLAND ) BORING EXISTENCE, 

So THE FACT THAT SOME OF OUR DREAMS AR� 

NEVER FULFILLED SHOULD NOT KEEP US FROM 

HAVING NEW DREAMS. MY HUNCH IS THAT LITTLE 

BOYS AND GIRLS LIKE BRETT WILL DREAM AGAIN 

AND SOME OF THESE DREAMS WILL BE FULFILLED 

AND IN WAYS THEY HAD NOT EXPECTED. 

SAM KEEN WROTE: "LIFE IS NOT A BOWL OF 

LIBRIUM . . AND A GOOD PART OF THE SECRET 

OF HAPPINESS LIES IN LEARNING TO SUFFER 
. . . 
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WITH DIGNITY. LONELINESS) LOSS, DISAPPOINTMENT� 

FAILURE) DISEASE) BOREDOM ARE INEVITABLE. 

THE PRICE OF TRYING TO AVOID THE UNAVOIDABLE 

IS ILLUS I ONJ OR NEUROSIS, EVEN IF YOU 

JOGJ EAT HEALTH FOODS) MEDITATE) AND GO 

TO CONFESSION REGULARLY) YOU WILL SOMETIMES 

FALL SICK. 
11 

2. SECONDLY) OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH REMINDS 

US THAT NONE OF OUR DREAMS) NO MATTER HOW 

INTENSE OR HOW IMPORTANT THEY SEEM TO US 



AT THE TIME ARE 'IMMORTAL, 

Too OFTEN WE CLOTHE OUR PLANSJ OUR IDEASJ 

OUR PROJECTSJ OUR DREAMS WITH IMMORTALITY, 

WE COME TO BELIEVE THAT IF THEY ARE NOT 

ACCOMPLISHED AND ON THE SCHEDULE WE HAVE 

SET FOR THEMJ ALL IS LOST, IT'S NATURAL 

FOR US TO HAVE DREAMS AND GOALS AND 

SCHEDULESJ BUT IF THEY DO NOT ALL COME 

TO FRUITIONJ IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT OUR 

LIFE IS OVER OR WASTED. Too OFTEN WE GIVE 

ETERNAL VALUE TO THE THINGS WE OWNJ THE 

DREAMS WE HAVEJ AND THE SUCCESSES OR 

FAILURES WE COLLECT. ALL OF THESE WILL 

PASS AWAY. 

FEW OF OUR DREAMS INVOLVE MATTERS OF LIFE 

OR DEATH. AND NONE ARE IRREPLACABLE. I 

HOPE THAT NINE-YEAR-OLD BRETT LEARNED THAT 

IT WAS ALL RIGHT TO DREAM OF BEING A STAR 

IN THE LITTLE LEAGUEJ BUT AT THE SAME TIMEJ 

HIS LIFE IS NOT OVER IF IT DOESN'T HAPPEN 

THAT WAY. 

SOME OF US CAN BECOME OVER INVESTED IN 

A PARTICULAR DREAM, As A RESULTJ WE HOLD 

ON TO IT LONG AFTER IT IS BROKEN, MOST 
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OF THE TIME WHEN IT IS BROKEN AND IRREPLACABLEJ 

IT IS BETTER TO ·LEAVE IT BEHIND. A BROKEN 

DREAM IS NOT THE END OF THE WORLD. IT 

IS ONLY A BROKEN DREAM. 

3. THIRDLY J OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH REMINDS 



US THAT THE ULTIMATE WAY OF HANDLING ANY 
• 

• 
+ -

BROKEN DREAM IS TO TRUST IN Goo AND IN 

GOD'S ULTIMATE LOVE AND PURPOSE. 

JESUS PUT IT THIS WAY IN OUR SCRIPTURE 

READING FOR THIS MORNING: ."Do NOT LABOR 

FOR THE FOOD WHICH PERISHES, BUT FOR THE 
. . 

FOOD WHICH ENDURES TO ETERNAL LIFE. " JESUS 

DOESN'T WANT US TO EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE 

BROKEN DREAMS -- TO WORK AND WORK AND WORK 

AND WORK TO FULFILL OUR DREAMS -- TO MAKE 

IT OUR GOD) AND FIND IN THE END IT'S ALL 

FOR NOTHING. 

JESUS TOLD A STORY ABOUT A RICH MAN WHO 

HAD MORE THAN HE NEEDED AND HE THOUGHT 

TO HIMSELF, "WHAT SHALL I DO, FOR I HAVE 

NOW-HERE TO STORE MY CROPS? AND HE SAID, 

l WILL DO THIS: I WILL PULL DOWN MY BARNS) 

AND BUILD LARGER ONES; AND THERE I WILL 

STORE ALL MY GRAIN AND MY GOODS, AND I 

WILL SAY TO MY SOUL, 'SOUL) YOU HAVE AMPLE 

GOODS LAID UP FOR MANY YEARS; TAKE YOUR 

EASE, EAT) DRINK, BE MERRY, ' BUT GOD SAID 

TO HIM) 'FOOL) THIS NIGHT YOUR SOUL IS 

REQUIRED OF YOU; AND THE THINGS YOU HAVE 

PREPARED) WHOSE WILL THEY BE?'" IN THE 

END IT WAS ALL FOR NOTHING, 

"Do NOT LABOR FOR THE FOOD WHICH PERISHES, 
- . . 

. . 

BUT FOR THE FOOD WHICH ENDURES TO ETERNAL 
. .  

LIFE. " AND THERE IS ONLY 

DOES NOT PERISH -- EVER, 

ONE FOOD THAT 

IT IS THE LOVE 
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OF GOD PRESENT IN JESUS AND STILL LIVING 
. . . 

AMONG US. THE APOSTLE PAUL PUT IT THIS 

WAY IN HIS LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME: 

"HOPE IN GOD DOES NOT DISAPPOINT US BECAUSE 

GOD'S LOVE HAS BEEN POURED INTO OUR HEARTS 

THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH HAS BEEN 

GIVEN TO us I// 

KNOWING THISJ BROKEN DREAMS WILL MAKE US 

UNHAPPY AND WE WILL SUFFER BECAUSE OF THEMJ 

BUT ONLY FOR A TIME. BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT 

NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF 

Gon. IN FACTJ BROKEN DREAMS CAN EVEN H�LP 

US. THEY REMIND US OF OUR OWN LIMITS. 

THEY REMIND us THAT ONLY Goo AND Goo's 

LOVE CAN ULTIMATELY SATISFY US. BROKEN 

DREAMS CAN ALSO SHAKE US OUT OF OUR 

PREOCCUPATION WITH OURSELVES AND CAN LEAD 

US TO REACH OUT TO OTHERS AND TO GOD, 

AMEN. 
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