5 ks SUNDAY, JULY 27, 1986

“GOD'S SECRETS AND OUR SECRETS”
(#3 IN A SERIES)

PsAaLM 139:1-12
EXoDus 35:18-23
RoMANS 11:33-36

ALL OF US HAVE OUR SECRETS. SOME OF THEM WE

HAVE NEVER REVEALED TO ANY OTHER HUMAN BEING.,
IN FACT, WE HUMANS SEEM TO HAVE A NEED FOR

SECRETS. AS I POINTED OUT IN THE FIRST SERMON
IN THIS SERIES, HAVING SECRETS AND KNOWING

HOW TO KEEP THEM TO ONE'’S SELF AND TO BE ABLE
TO GIVE THEM UP WILLINGLY TO SOMEONE WE TRUST
IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF

OUR INDIVIDUALITY. IT'S PART OF OUR BECOMING
AN INDIVIDUAL IN GOD'S IMAGE., SO IT IS THAT
EARLY ON, CHILDREN BEGIN TO HAVE SECRETS FROM
THEIR PARENTS AND FROM OTHERS.

LAST WEEK IN THE SECOND SERMON IN THIS SERIES,
[ NOTED THAT WE TEND TO BECOME WHAT OUR SECRETS
ARE, THUS IF WE KEEP OUR SINS, OUR WEAKNESSES,
OUR FAILURES A SECRET, WE BECOME LIKE THAT.
HOWEVER, IF WE DO GOOD DEEDS AND KEEP THEM
SECRET, WE BECOME GOOD FROM THE INSIDE OUT,

YOU ARE YOUR SECRETS. WE ALL NEED PEOPLE TO

WHOM WE CAN MAKE OUR CONFESSION. WE NEED TO
BE ABLE TO FREELY TELL SOMEONE WE CAN TRUST




OF OUR WEAKNESSES, OUR SINS, OUR FEARS, OUR
DOUBTS. DBUT WHEN WE DO GOOD, ACCORDING TO
JESUS, WE ARE NOT TO LET OUR LEFT HAND KNOW
WHAT OUR RIGHT HAND IS DOING,

TODAY WE ARE GOING TO EXPLORE THIS MATTER OF
SECRETS FURTHER BY LOOKING AT GOD’S SECRETS
AND OUR SECRETS.

ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, WITH GOD WE HAVE NO
SECRETS AND THIS FACT HAS STRONG IMPLICATIONS,

THE MOST POWERFUL MEANS OF GETTING TO KNOW
OURSELVES IS TO ALLOW OURSELVES TO BE EXAMINED

BY GOD, THAT IS, TO BE IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH
GOD, FOR GOD KNOWS US BETTER THAN WE KNOW
OURSELVES. WE CAN HIDE THINGS FROM OURSELVES
AND OTHERS, BUT NOT FROM (GOD,

LONG AGO THE WRITER OF THE PSALMS WAS AWARE
THAT BEFORE GOD WE HAVE NO SECRETS. LISTEN
AGAIN TO SOME OF THE WORDS OF THE 139TH PSALM --

0O LORD, THOU HAST SEARCHED ME AND KNOWN ME!
THOU KNOWEST WHEN I SIT DOWN AND WHEN I RISE

UP; THOU DISCERNEST MY THOUGHTS FROM AFAR.

EVEN BEFORE A WORD IS ON MY TONGUE, LO, O LORD
THOU KNOWEST IT ALTOGETHER.

WHITHER SHALL I GO FROM THY SPIRIT? OR WHITHER
SHALL I FLEE FROM THY PRESENCE? IF I ASCEND

TO HEAVEN, THOU ART THERE., IF I MAKE MY BED

IN HELL, THOU ART THERE,




[F I SAY, “LET ONLY DARKNESS COVER ME, AND

THE LIGHT ABOUT ME BE NIGHT,” EVEN THE DARKNESS
IS NOT DARK TO THEE, THE NIGHT IS BRIGHT AS
THE DAY; FOR DARKNESS IS AS LIGHT WITH THEE,

G0OD KNOWS ALL OUR SECRETS, THE GOOD AND THE
BAD, JESUS SAID, "EVEN THE HAIRS OF YOUR HEAD
ARE NUMBERED.” “NOT EVEN A SPARROW FALLS TO
THE GROUND WITHOUT GOD KNOWING IT.” THERE

ARE NO SECRETS FROM GOD,

THAT 1S WHAT UPSETS MANY PEOPLE! "WHAT PROVOKES
ME,” SAID A VERY DEVOUT WOMAN, “I1S THAT GoOD
ALWAYS HAS THE LAST WORD.”

THE PARADOX IS THAT GOD KNOWS ALL OUR SECRETS,

YET ACCORDING TO OUR FAITH, WE ARE TO BRING
OUR SECRETS TO GoD. GOD KNOWS ALL OUR NEEDS,

ALL OUR DESIRES, ALL OUR FEARS, OUR WEAKNESSES,
AND OUR HOPES, AND YET (GOD WANTS US TO EXPRESS
THEM IN OUR PRAYERS.

WHY PRAY THEN, SINCE GOD KNOWS ALL? As I
MENTIONED IN LAST WEEK'S SERMON, WHEN WE TELL

A SECRET TO ANOTHER PERSON WE TRUST, IT BRINGS
US CLOSER TOGETHER., IT'S ANOTHER WAY OF ACTING
OUT OUR CONNECTIONS, AND IT STRENGTHENS THAT

CONNECTION. EVEN MORE SO, IT IS WITH US AND
WITH GOD,

LET ME TRY A HUMAN ANALOGY. AS A PARENT, I
SOMETIMES KNEW THINGS ABOUT ONE OF OUR CHILDREN,
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WHICH THAT CHILD WAS NOT AWARE OF, LET’'S sAv,
FOR EXAMPLE, THE YOUNG PERSON CAME IN LATER
ONE NIGHT THAN EXPECTED, I KNEW THE TIME THE
DAUGHTER CAME IN, AND IT WASN'T A REASONABLE
HOUR, YET I SAID NOTHING. THE DAUGHTER PERHAPS
THOUGHT IT WAS HER SECRET AND I DID NOT LET
ON THAT I KNEW HER SECRET. OR SHE SUSPECTED
ALL ALONG THAT [ KNEW, BUT I HADN'T SAID
ANYTHING ABOUT IT, NOR DID [ QUESTION HER.,
THEN MAYBE A DAY OR SO LATER SHE TOLD ME OF
HER OWN FREE WILL -- HER TELLING IT MADE OUR

RELATIONSHIP CLOSER. SHE HAD ENOUGH TRUST
TO TELL WHAT HAD HAPPENED. SHE THOUGHT. "HE

KNOWS ANYWAY, SO I MIGHT AS WELL TELL HIM AND
GET IT OFF MY MIND."”

THAT'S WHAT TELLING GOD OUR SECRETS DOES --

IT STRENGTHENS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, EVEN
THOUGH (GOD ALREADY KNOWS THE SECRETS. BECAUSE
G0OD RESPECTS OUR PERSON, GOD WAITS FOR US TO
TELL OUR SECRETS OURSELVES, FREELY. OUR TELLING
OF THE SECRETS IS A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR LOVE
AND CONFIDENCE.,

GOD’S WAITING, INFINITELY PATIENT AND DISCREET,
IS VERY MOVING, GOD IS WAITING TO BE OUR
CONFIDANT, EVEN THOUGH (GOD ALREADY KNOWS
EVERYTHING ABOUT US. AND WHEN WE MAKE AN

ESPECIALLY PAINFUL CONFESSION TO GOD, THERE
IS HEALING IN OUR MAKING THAT CONFESSION, EVEN

THOUGH GOD ALREADY KNOWS WHAT WE ARE CONFESSING,
BY CONFESSING IT TO GOD, WE FEEL A COMPLETE

RELEASE, FOR IT IS TO GOD THAT WE ARE ULTIMATELY
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RESPONSIBLE., FURTHERMORE, WE KNOW THAT GOD
ALWAYS FORGIVES US!

THERE IS ALSO A RECIPROCITY IN THIS MATTER

OF OUR SECRETS AND GOD’S SECRETS. THE MORE
WE REVEAL OURSELVES TO GOD -- SO ALSO (GOD IS
MADE KNOWN TO US, WE IN THIS LIFE WILL NEVER
KNOW ALL OF GOD’'S SECRETS AND WE'RE GOING TO
TALK MORE ABOUT THAT IN A FEW MOMENTS. BuUT
G0OD DOES REVEAL MANY SECRETS TO US. THAT'S
PART OF (GOD’S LOVING NATURE,

GoD CARRIES ON A CONTINUING REVELATION. THIS
IS AT THE CENTER OF THE BIBLICAL STORY, IN

BOTH THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW. SOME
PEOPLE SEEM TO EXPERIENCE GOD MORE FULLY THAN
OTHERS AND THAT'S MAINLY BECAUSE THEY LET GOD
EXPERIENCE THEM MORE COMPLETELY,

IT IS OUR FAITH AS CHRISTIANS THAT GOD HAS
MOST FULLY EXPRESSED THE DIVINE NATURE IN THE
LIFE, TEACHINGS, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF
JESUS CHRIST. HERE WE SEE (GOD FOCUSED MOST
COMPLETELY IN A HUMAN BEING, HERE WE SEE THE
LOVE OF GOD IN A HUMAN BEING DWELLING AMONG
US. HERE WE SEE THE COMMUNICATION OF GOD'S
SECRETS WITH GOD TAKING THE INITIATIVE,
REVELATION IS THE COMMUNICATION OF GoD’s

SECRETS BY GOD.,

IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT WE COME TO KNOW SOME
OF GOD'S SECRETS, WE NEVER KNOW THEM ALL, IN
FACT, I SUSPECT THAT MOST OF US WOULD NOT WANT



TO KNOW ALL OF GOD'’S SECRETS. IT wWouLD BE

TOO MUCH FOR US TO BEAR. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
OF THE BIBLE, WE ARE TOLD THAT NO PERSON COULD
STAND TO SEE GOD FACE TO FACE, I SUPPOSE IT
WOULD BE SOMETHING LIKE BEING ABLE TO SEE
EVERYTHING THAT IS AROUND US AT ONCE, OR
HEARING ALL THE SOUNDS THAT ARE AROUND US,
WHAT HAPPENS OF COURSE IS THAT OUR EYES IN
CONJUNCTION WITH OUR BRAIN SCREEN OUT, OR
FILTER OUT MUCH THAT IS AROUND US., WE ONLY
SEE A SMALL PORTION OF WHAT THERE IS TO SEE,

IN THE SAME WAY WE ONLY HEAR A SMALL PORTION
OF WHAT THERE 1S To HEAR. CERTAIN ANIMALS,

FOR EXAMPLE, LIKE DOGS CAN HEAR SOUNDS THAT

OUR EARS DO NOT PICK UP, OTHER CREATURES ARE
ABLE TO SEE THINGS THAT WE CANNOT SEE AND SMELL
THINGS THAT WE CANNOT SMELL., IF WE COULD
EXPERIENCE ALL THAT WAS GOING ON AROUND US,

WE WOULDN’T BE ABLE TO STAND IT. PERHAPS IT
WOULD BE SOMETHING LIKE THAT IF WE COULD SEE
50D FACE TO FACE,

WHEN MOSES FIRST ENCOUNTERED GOD’S HOLINESS

IN THE FORM OF A BURNING BUSH WHILE HE WAS
TENDING HIS FATHER-IN-LAW’'S SHEEP -- GOD WARNS
MoseES, "Do NOT COME NEAR! PUT OFF YOUR SHOES
FROM YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE ON WHICH YOU
ARE STANDING IS HOLY GROUND.” AND WE ARE TOLD

THAT MOSES HID HIS FACE, FOR HE WAS AFRAID
TO LOOK AT Gop!

THEN LATER IN THE LIFE OF MOSES THERE IS THAT
WONDERFUL STORY READ EARLIER IN OUR SCRIPTURE



LESSON FOR THIS MORNING FROM THE BOOK OF

EXODUS -- AT THIS POINT IN HIS LIFE, MOSES
HAS COME INTO A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH GoOD,
YET MOSES WANTS MORE.,

IN THE STORY, MOSES HAS BEEN TALKING WITH GoD,
AND WE ARE EARLIER TOLD THAT HIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD WAS SO INTIMATE THAT GOD SPOKE TO
HIM AS A MAN SPEAKS TO HIS FRIEND, BUT MOSES
IS NOT SATISFIED. HE WANTS MORE REASSURANCE
FROM GoD, HE WANTS TO PENETRATE MORE DEEPLY

THE MYSTERY THAT SURROUNDS GOD’S HOLINESS.,
HE WANTS TO KNOW MORE OF GoD’s SECRETS. GobD

HAS PROMISED MoSES, “MY PRESENCE WILL GO WITH
YOU AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST.”

BUT IT IS STILL NOT ENOUGH, THIS REASSURANCE.

So MoSES SAID To GoD, "SHOW ME YOUR GLORY.”
BuT GOD TOLD HIM, "I WILL MAKE ALL MY GOODNESS

PASS BEFORE YOU AND I WILL BE GRACIOUS TO WHOM
[ WILL BE GRACIOUS, AND WILL SHOW MERCY ON
WHOM I WILL SHOW MERCY.,” "BuT,” SAID GOD,
YOU CANNOT SEE MY FACE,"” THAT 1S, YOU CANNOT
PENETRATE ALL OF GOD’S SECRETS, YOU WOULDN'T
BE ABLE TO STAND IT, AND THEN THE STORY GOES

ON AND GOD TELLS MOSES TO STAND BY A CERTAIN
ROCK AND WHILE GOD’S GLORY PASSES BY, GOD WILL
PUT MOSES IN THE CLEFT OF THE ROCK AND WILL

COVER HIM UNTIL GOD’S GLORY HAS PASSED BY --
THE IMPLICATION BEING THAT NO ONE CAN STAND
GOD'S GLORY THAT CLOSE. AND THEN SAID GOD
TO MOSES, "I WILL TAKE AWAY MY HAND, AND YoOU
SHALL SEE MY BACK; BUT MY FACE SHALL NOT BE




SEEN,"”

SO MOSES CAN ONLY SEE THE BACKSIDE OF GoDp --

THAT'S CLOSE ENOUGH. WHAT A BEAUTIFUL STORY
AND METAPHOR -- THERE ARE SOME OF GOD’S SECRETS
WE CANNOT PENETRATE IN THIS LIFE. THAT'S PART
OF THE HOLINESS, THE MYSTERY AND THE SACREDNESS
OF GOD., ST. PAUL PUT IT THIS WAY IN 1ST
CORINTHIANS 13: "“FOR NOW WE SEE IN A MIRROR
DIMLY."”

ALL RELIGIONS HAVE HAD A SACRED SENSE OF THE
SECRETS OF (GoD. THE ESOTERIC. GREAT MYSTICS,
THOSE WHO SEEM TO PENETRATE MOST DEEPLY INTO

THE SECRETS OF GOD, SPEAK OF GOD'’S SECRETS
PRUDENTLY, WITH RESERVE AND WITH DIFFICULTY.
SOME OF THE GREATEST SECRETS ARE INEXPRESSIBLE,
AT TIMES IN THE ENCOUNTER WITH GOD, WE HAVE
THE IMPRESSION OF DISCOVERING LIFE'S SECRETS.
BUT WE ALSO SENSE THAT IT IS INCOMMUNICABLE,
ALBERT EINSTEIN LIKED TO SAY -- "SUBTLE IS

THE LORD BUT MALICIOUS HE IS NOT.”

L IKE MOSES, WE CAN SEE AT MOST ONLY THE BACKSIDE
OF GoD. WE NEED MORE OF THIS SENSE OF SACREDNESS
AND MYSTERY IN OUR TIME, AND WITH IT A HUMILITY

AND TENTATIVENESS. WE NEED IT AS A PRECAUTION
FOR THOSE AMONG US WHO WANT US TO BELIEVE THAT

THEY KNOW ALL THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT (GOD AND
THAT GOD’S WILL IS NOT ONLY FOR THEM, BUT FOR
ALL OF US AND SOME OF THEM ARE DETERMINED TO
FORCE THAT INTERPRETATION OF GOD’S WILL ON
US. THEY ACT AS IF THEY KNOW ALL OF GoD’S




INNERMOST SECRETS, AND MAKE SUCH FOOLISH

STATEMENTS THAT HAVING TWO WOMEN IN THE RACE
FOR NEBRASKA GOVERNOR ARE SIGNS OF (GOD’S CURSE
ON PEOPLE FOR BEING WILLING TO LET WOMEN LEAD
THEM.

IT REMINDS ME OF A PROFESSOR AT HARVARD WHO
TOLD OF RECEIVING A MANUSCRIPT FROM ONE OF

HIS YOUNG STUDENTS WITH AN ACCOMPANYING LETTER
IN WHICH THE YOUTH SAID THAT HE INTENDED TO
WRITE SEVERAL BOOKS AND THAT THIS WAS ONLY

THE FIRST OF THEM, IN WHICH WROTE THE YOUTH,
"I HAVE EXPLAINED THE UNIVERSE.”

AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE RATHER TO HAVE A HEALTHY
DISTRUST OF DOGMATISM. BEWARE OF THOSE WHO
IMPLY THEY HAVE SEEN GOD FACE TO FACE AND ARE

ALWAYS CERTAIN THEY KNOW EXACTLY WHAT GOD’S
WILL IS FOR ALL THINGS. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK

PUT IT THIS WAY, “WHENEVER YOU SEE ANYONE

STANDING OVER AGAINST THE MYSTERY OF LIFE,

SHIPPING OFF FINALITIES AS THOUGH HE OR SHE

COULD SETTLE IT, DISTRUST THAT PERSON., INDEED,

LET US MAKE OUR DISTRUST OF DOGMATISM COMPREHENSIVE
SO THAT IT INCLUDES BOTH THE DOGMATIC RELIGIONIST
AND THE DOGMATIC IRRELIGIONIST.” SOMETIMES,
HOWEVER, I BELIEVE THE DOGMATIC RELIGIONIST

IS MORE DANGEROUS BECAUSE HE OR SHE CLAIMS

TO SPEAK FOR (GOD.

ONE REASON FOR THE POPULARITY OF RELIGIOUS
CULTS AND SECTARIAN CHURCHES IN EVERY AGE IS
THAT THEY PROMISE ALL THE ANSWER WITH COMPLETE
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CERTAINTY. THEY CLAIM TO KNOW ALL OF GOD’S

SECRETS, THERE IS NO MYSTERY TO WHICH THEY
DO NOT HAVE THE ANSWER., BUT LIKE MOSES, AND
ALL OF US, THEY CAN SEE ONLY THE BACKSIDE OF
GOD.

SUCH PEOPLE IN THEIR TALK WITH GOD SEEM ALMOST
TOO CHUMMY, TOO INTIMATE, TOO INFORMAL, AS

IF THEY TALK TO GOD FACE TO FACE. THEY IMPLY
THAT THEY “HAVE (GOD,"” AS IF GOD WERE SOME
COMMODITY OR GENIE IN A MAGIC LAMP OR GOOD-
LUCK CHARM CARRIED ABOUT IN ONE'S POCKET.

NO SET OF WORDS, NO CREED, NO CONFESSION, NOT
EVEN THE BIBLE ITSELF CAN TOTALLY EXPLAIN THE
MYSTERY OF GOD OR ALL OF GOD’S SECRETS. AS

ST. PAUL SAID, “WE HAVE THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN
VESSELS.,” [ BELIEVE THAT A DEGREE OF UNCERTAINLY
ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOD AND GOD'S SECRETS
REPRESENTS A HEALTHY RESPECT FOR THE DANGER

OF SUBSTITUTING HUMAN FORMS FOR HOLY SUBSTANCE,
IT REPRESENTS A RESPECT, AND A REVERENCE FOR

A SENSE OF MYSTERY, OF THE SACRED, OF GOD'S
SECRETS, WHICH ALWAYS SURROUND GOD AS THE
ULTIMATE.

IT IS NOT THE PURPOSE OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH
OR THE BIBLE TO CLEAR UP ALL MYSTERIES AND

TO HAVE THE ANSWERS TO ALL QUESTIONS., WHY
DO WE EVEN ASSUME THAT ALL QUESTIONS WE ASK
HAVE ANSWERS? MAYBE THE QUESTIONS THEMSELVES

ARE FAULTY. PART OF THE PURPOSE OF RELIGION
IS JUST THE OPPOSITE OF HAVING ANSWERS TO ALL




QUESTIONS --
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IT IS TO REMIND US OF THE SACREDNESS

AND THE MYSTERY OF GOD. ST. PAUL PUT IT WELL
IN ROMANS 11:335-36, WHEN HE WROTE: “0 THE
DEPTH OF THE RICHES AND WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE
OF GoD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE GOD'S JUDGMENTS
AND HOW INSCRUTABLE GOD’'S WAYS! FOR WHO HAS

KNOWN THE MI
COUNSELOR?

ND OF GOoD, OR WHO HAS BEEN GOD’S
~OR FROM (GOD AND THROUGH GOD AND

TO GOD ARE ALL THINGS. To GoD BE GLORY FOR

EVER.,"” AMEN



