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''IT ' S A SECRET'' 

(#1 IN A SERIES) 

SUNDAY JULY 131 1986 JUDGES 16:4-17 

JOHN 7:1-9 

THIS MORNING I AM BEGINNING A THREE PART 
.. 

SERMON SERIES ON THE SUBJECT nSECRETS.n 

IN THIS FIRST SERMON1 WE WILL BE LOOKING 

AT THE NEED FOR HAVING SECRETS AS INDIVID­

UALS1 PARTICULARLY AS WE ARE GROWING UPJ 

AND HOW THIS RELATES TO OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

THE SECOND SERMON WILL EXPLORE HOW SOME OF 

OUR SECRETS AFFECT US AND WILL GIVE SOME 

SUGGESTIONS FROM THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS AS 

TO WHAT SECRETS SHOULD BE TOLD AND WHAT 

SHOULD REMAIN SECRET WITHIN US FOREVER. 

THEN THE THIRD SERMON IN THE SERIES WILL 
.. 

, .---:; 

·"R_. 

SE ENTITLEB1 llGon's SECRETS AND OUR SECRETS.n 

IN ONE OF HIS BOOKS1 PAUL TOURNIER1 A SWISS 

PSYCHIATRIST AND A DEDICATED CHRISTIAN1 

TELLS THIS STORY. 

A LITTLE GIRL IS COMING HOME FROM SCHOOL. 

HER NAME IS FRANCES. UNTIL NOW HER MOTHER 

HAD ALWAYS TAKEN HER AND GONE TO GET HER. 

IT WASN'T VERY FAR: A STREET RUNNING UP­

HILL. FRANCES AND HER MOTHER WOULD SOMETIMES 
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TAKE THE SIDEWALK ON THE LEFTJ WHICH RAN 
BY STORES WITH THEIR BEAUTIFUL DISPLAY WIN­
DOWS) SOMETIMES THEY WALKED ON THE OTHER 
SIDE WHERE THERE WERE NO STORES. 

BUT NOW HER MOTHER CONSIDERS HER BIG ENOUGH 
TO LET HER GO ALONE. FOR EVERY CHILD J THE 
DAY WHEN SHE'S ALLOWED. TO GO TO SCHOOL ALONE 
IS AN IMPORTANT PROMOTION. FRANCES WAS QUITE 
PROUD AND IS NOW RADIANTLY RETURNING HOME: 
SHE HUGS HER MOTHER'S NECK. THE MOTHER 
IS EVEN MORE EMOTIONAL AND QUESTIONS HER 
DAUGHTER RATHER SHARPLY! "DID IT GO ALL 

RIGHT? DID YOU WALK BY YOURSELF? WERE 
YOU WITH SOME FRIENDS? DID �OU TAKE THE 
SlORE SIDE OF THE STREET OR THE OTHER ONE?" 

UNDER THIS FLOOD OF QUESTIONS) FRANCES FEELS 
COMPLETELY ILL AT EASE. "I TOOK THE STORE 
SID E," SHE SAYS, AND YET, SHE HAD INDEED 
TAKEN TH THER SIDE. SHE IS QUITE ASTONISHED 
AT HERSELFJ A LITTLE CONFUSED, HAVING ANSWERED 
THUS. Is IT A LIE? AFTER ALL, WHAT IMPORTANCE 
DOES IT MAKE WHETHER SHE TOOK THE SIDEWALK 
ON ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER? AND WHY DID THIS 
FALSE ANSWER COME OUT OF HER MOUTH BEFORE 
SHE HAD EVEN THOUGHT? 

BUT ALSO WHY THEN DID HER MOTHER ASK HER 

THE QUESTION? WHY DOES SHE WANT TO KNOW 
. . 

WHICH SIDEWALK SHE TOOK? PERHAPS HER MOTHER 

2. 



...... 

DOESN'T THINK IT IMPORTANT. SHE ONLY NEEDS 
TO TALKJ TO ASK QUESTIONSJ LOTS OF QUESTIONSJ 

AS A RELEASE FOR HER EMOTIONS. THE RESULT 
WAS THIS FLOOD OF QUESTIONS WHICH FRANCES 
RESENTED BECAUSE IT WAS PRYING. I F  HER 
MOTHER CONSIDERS HER BIG ENOUGH TO GO TO 
SCHOOL BY HERSELF NOWJ SHE SHOULD NO LONGER 
DEMAND THAT MRANCES TELL HER EVERYTHING 
SHE HAS DONE. 

DR. TOURNIER BELIEVES THAT FRANCES HAS NOT 
TOLD A LIE. SHE IS A VERY GOOD AND VERY 
CANDID LITTLE GIRLJ WHO CAME STRAIGHT HOME 
FROM SCHOOL WITHOUT H�VING A GOOD TIME ON 
THE WAY. FRANCES FEELS IN A PERPLEXED WAY 
THAT SHE HAS ANSWERED THAT WAY IN ORDER TO 
HAVE A SECRET. SHE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
HIDE ANYTHING IMPORTANT FROM HER MOTHER:. ; 
BUT SHE IS BEGINNING TO NEED TO NO LONGER 
TELL HER MOTHER EVERYTHING NOW THAT SHE CAN 
GO TO SCHOOL BY HERSELF. SHE NEEDS TO HAVE 
A SECRETJ AT LEAST A TINY LITTLE SECRET. 
THAT IS WHAT IS IMPORTANT; AND THAT IS WHAT 
HER MOTHER HAS NOT UNDERsmooD. SHE HAS 
IND ISCREETLY PlIED HER WITH TOO MANY QUESTIONS 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO LEARN EVERYTHING, ALL 
SHE SHOULD 'VE ASKED HER DAUGHTER IS: "How 

DID IT GO?'' 

UNTIL BIRTH THE CHILD IS PART OF THE MOTHER. 
IT DOESN-'T MATTER IF THE UMBILICAL CORD IS 
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CUT, FOR A LONG TIME SHE WILL REMAIN CLOSELY 
. . . 

CONNECTED. SHE IS AN IND IVIDUAL AND YET 
NOT AN INDIVIDUAL. SHE IS ONLY HER MOTHER'S 
BABY AND TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON HER. 

THE YEARS PASS, THE CHILD GROWS. THE CHILD 
GOES TO SCHOOL. SHE GOES TO SCHOOL BY HER­
SELF, SHE WILL HAVE TO FREE HERSELF) LITTLE 
BY LITTLE FROM HER PARENTS IN ORDER TO BECOME 
AN INDIVIDUAL IN HER OWN RIGHT. AND HER 
SECRETS ARE GOING TO BE AN INDISPENSABLE 
PART OF THIS EMANCIPATION. As CHILD REN 

.. 

GROW UP THEY HAVE M 'ORE AND MORE SECRETS FROM . ; 
THEIR PARENTS, IT IS TO THE EXTENT THAT 

SHE HAS SECRETS FROM HER PARENTS THAT SHE 
GAINS AN AWARENESS OF SELF. IT IS TO THE 
EXTENT THAT SHE HAS BECOME FREE TO KEEP HER 
SECRETS FROM THEM THAT SHE GETS AN AWARE­
NESS OF BEING DISTINCT FROM THEMJ OF HAVING 
HER OWN .INDIVIDUALITY; OF BEING A PERSON 
IN HER OWN RIGHT. THAT'S WHY SOME YOUNG 
PEOPLE BEGIN DIARIES. IT'S THEIR OWN BOO.K 
OF SECRETS. 

So HAVING SECRETS AND KNOWING HOW TO KEEP 
THEM TO ONE'S SELF AND TO GIVE THEM UP ONLY 
WILLINGLY WITHOUT COERCION IS AN IMPORTANT 
PART IN THE FORMATION OF OUR INDIVIDUALITY. 

THINK OF IT! WHAT A FEELING OF POWER WHEN 

A CHILD REALIZES THAT SHE KNOWS SOMETHING 
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THAT CERTAINLY NO ONE ELSE KNOWS--NOT EVEN 
HER FATHER OR MOTHER, THEREFOREJ THEY DON'T 
KNOW EVERYTHING, THAT'S QUITE A DISCOVERY. 

WE ALL LI�E TO KNOW THINGS THAT OTHERS DO  
NOT KNOW. Do YOU REMEMBER AS A CHILD SAY­
ING NOT ONLY TO YOUR PARENTS BUT TO YOUR 
BROTHERS OR SISTERS OR OTHERS NEAR 
YOUR OWN AGE--"I KNOW SOMETHING YOU DON'T 
KNOW.'' EVEN AS ADULTS WE LIKE THIS K.I.ND 
OF POWER. 

THERE'S ALSO A CERTAIN FASCINATION WITH 
SECRECY J AND WITH LEARNING SECRETS, WHY 

DO YOU SUPPOSE NEWS SHEETS LIKE THE NATIONAL 
I NQUIRER AND OTHERS LIKE IT HAVE SUCH A LARGE 
MARKET� THEY PROMISE TO REVEAL UNTOLD 
SECRETS OF THE PRIVATE LIVES OF MOVIE--: STARS 
WITH PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN WITH A TELESCOPIC 
LENS. AND THERE ARE ALSO THE MAGAZINES OF 
SECRET CONFESSIONS AND LOVE STORIES. 

I N  ADDITION TO DISCOVERING SECRETS AND HOLD-
ING ON TO THEMJ WE ALSO ENJOY TELLING THE 
SECRETS TO OTHERS--BUT NOT TO EVERYONE. 
SOMETIMES WE CALL THIS GOSSIP. I T  GIVES 
US A SENSE OF POWER OR OF SUPERIORITY TO 
KNOW SOMETHING THAT NO ONE ELSE KNOWS AND 
THEN TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TELL IT 
TO WHOM WE CHOOSE. 

CHILDREN LEARN QUICKLY THAT ADULTS HAVE 
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THEIR SECRETS AND THAT SOME OF THESE SECRETS 
ARE HIGHLY CHARGED WITH EMOTION, THERE ARE 

' . . 
' 

. . 

SOME THINGS THAT ADULTS NEVER TALK ABOUT 
. . 

IN FRONT OF THEM AND TO WHICH SOME FRIEND J . 
. . 

OR SOMEONE OLDERJ OR SOME OTHER PERSON OUTSIDE 
. . . . . . . . . . . 

THE FAM:[.LY MAKES MYSTERIOUS ALLUSIONS. l F 
A CHILD QUESTIONS THE PARENTSJ THEY ANSWER 
SHARPLYJ "THAT WILL BE EXPLAINED TO YOU 
WHEN YOU ARE OLDER." 

THE CHILD WONDERSJ "How DO BABIES COME INTO 
THE WORLD?" AND WHAT DOES THIS WORD "ADULTERY" 
OR "HOMOSEXUAL" MEANJ WHICH THE CHILD HAS 
OVERHEARD BY CHANCE? OR THIS WORD "SEX-

APPEAt" WHICH THE CHILD HAS SEEN ON THE COVER 
OF A MAGAZINE IN THE NEWSRACK IN THE D RUG­
STORE? 

THE FACT IS THAT NO ONE REACHES MATURITY 
WITHOUT SECRET ANGUISHESJ SECRET SEARCHESJ 

. . 

AND SECRET REGRETS. WE ALL HAVE OUR SECRET 
PROBLEMSJ OUR SECRET WEAKNESSES AND OUR SECRET 
STRENGTHSJ AND WHEN AND TO WHOM THESE SECRETS 
ARE TOLD IS A DECISION WE ALL HAVE TO MAKE 
T1I\ME AND TIME AGAIN. 

CHILDREN SEEM TO HAVE A QUICK INTUITION 
FOR WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM THEM, WHY DO A 

CHILD'S PARENTS REQUIRE HIM OR HER TO ATTEND 
. . . 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL WHILE THE PARENTS THEM-
SELVES DO NOT ATTEND WORSHIP AT THE SAME 
TIME? THERE'S. A SECRET THERE, WHY DID 
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THE PARENTS HAVE SUCH A GLOOMY LOOK THAT 
NIGHT THAT THEY SENT THE CHILD TO BED EARLIER 
THAN USUAL? THERE'S A SECRET. THERE. 

SOMETIMES PARENTS KEEP TOO MANY SECRETS 
FROM THEIR CHILD.REN AND THUS THE CHILD 
IMAGINES ONES THAT DO NOT EXIST. "AM I 

AD OPTED?" WONDERS THE CHILDJ "AND AR E THEY 
. .  

AFRAID TO Ti.LL ME?" "I s THERE SOME SERIOUS 
TROUBLE IN THE FAMILY OF WHICH I AM NOT AWARE?" 
THE CHILD MIGHT EVEN BE AFRAID TO ASK FOR 
FEAR OF HAVING CONFIR MED THAT WHICH IS .. \MOST 
DREADED . 

THERE IS A R ECIPR OCAL BOND BETWEEN SECRECY 
AND EMOTION. SECRECY MAKES THINGS VALUABLE. 
ON THE OTHER HAND J MANY IMPOR TANT THINGS 
TAKE ON A AIR OF SECRECY BECAUSE THEY ARE 
DISCUSSED ONLY IN CONFIDENTIAL TONES. WHEN 
I HAD LAR,GITIS EARLIER THIS SPRINGJ SOME 
PEOPLE THOUGHT THAT I WAS BEING VERY CON­
FIDENTIAL IN MY CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM 
BECAUSE ALL 1 COULD DO WAS WHISPER . THEY 
THOUGHT I WAS TELLING THEM SECRETS. FR EQUENTLY 
I FOUND PEOPLE WOULD SOON BE WHISPERING 
BACK TO ME AND WE WOULD BE TALKING IN SOFTER 
AND SOFTER TONES. 

THERE'S ALWAYS BEEN A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
. . . 

BETWEEN RELIGIONS AND SECRETS, VAR IOUS 
RELIGIONS HAVE INCLUDED SECRETS THAT AR E 
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RE1EALED ONLY TO MEMBERS. EVEN TODAY ONLY 
MORMONS CAN GO INTO THE MORMON TEMPLE IN 
SALT LAKE CITYJ WHILE NON-MEMBERS CAN GO 

INTO THE TABERNACLE ONLY. I N  THE OLD TEST-
AMENTJ WHEN THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM WAS 
THEREJ ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST COULD ENTER THE 
"HOLY OF HOLIES. " 

EVERY CHURCH HAS RITES AND RITUALS WHOSE 
. . 

MEANINGS SEEM SHROUDED IN SECRECY, 
FRATERNITIESJ SORORITIESJ AND FRATERNAL 
ORDERS LIKE THE MASONIC LODGE AND OTHERS 
HAVE THEIR SECRET INITIATIONSJ PASSWORDS 
AND HANDSHAKES. EACH SYMBOL� EACH FORMULA� 

HAS A SECRET MEANING WHICH CONFERS UAON 
IT A KIND OF SACREDNESS. 

WHEN INDIVIDUALS JOIN SUCH FRATERNAL ORDERS 
THEY TAKE AN OATH NEVER TO REVEAL THE SACRED 
SECRETS TO THE UNINITIATED. SoJ WHAT DOES 
ALL THIS ABOUT SECRETS HAVE TO DO WITH OUR 
CHRISTIAN FAITH? 

l. · THE FIRST POINT IS--FOR OUR NATURAL 
. 

. 

DEVELOPMENT AS A INDIVIDUAL IN GOD'S IMAGE) 
ON REACHING A CERTAIN AGEJ EACH CHILD NEEDS 
SOME SECRETS AND WILL HAVE EVEN MORE AS THE 
CH�LD GROWS UP, MOST PARENTS ARE IRRITATED 
WHEN THEY REALIZE THAT THEIR CHILD rs HIDING 
SOMETHING FROM THEM. THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

, 

HOW MECESSARY IT IS TO THE CHILD IN ORDER 
. . 

FOR HIM OR HER TO BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL .. 
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WHAT THEY UNDERSTAND VERY WELL IS THAT THE 
. . 

CHILD IS BEGINNING TO ESCAPE FROM THEM. AND 
• • + 

� 

THEIR IRRITATION IS A VERY NATURAL REVOLT 
. . 

AGAINST THIS BREAKING AWAY OF THEIR CHILD, 

• 

• 

• r 

To BE ABLE TO HAVE SOMETHING PRIVATE AND 
SECRET IS A CHARACTERISTIC OF BEING AN 
INDIVIDUAL IN ONE'S OWN RIGHT. THE PARENTS 
WHO DEPRIVE THEIR CHILDREN OF THEIR PRIVATE 
LIFE PREVENT THEM FROM BECOMING INDIVIDUALS. 

As A CHILD OF GbDJ EVERY PERSON TO FEEL 
RESPECTED AS AN INDIVIDUAL NEEDS TO FEEL 
ABSOLUTELY FREE TO SAY WHAT HE OR SHE WISHES 

AND TO KEEP SECRET WHAT HE OR SHE WISHES. 

As I MENTIONED EARLIER) A CERTAIN FEELING 
OF POWER IS ALWAYS ATTACHED TO THE KEEPING 
OF A SECRET. IF WE PARENTS CAN TRUST OUR 
CHILDREN ENOUGH TO LET. THEM HAVE THEIR SECRETS 
AND TO NOT ALWAYS BE QUESTIONING THEM IN 
DETAIL--THEN THEY MAY NOT HAVE TO SHOW THEIR 
IND EPENDENCE IN MORE D RAMATIC WAYS IN THEIR 
AD OLESENCE AND TEEN-AGE YEARS. ONE ADVANTAGE 
OF A YOUNG PERSON GOING AWAY FROM HOME TO 
COLLEGE OR AT LEAST LIVING AWAY FROM HOME 
IS THAT HE OR SHE DEVELOPS A PRIVATE LIFE 
IN THIS WAY. 

So SECRETS ARE A PART OF OUR NATURAL DEVELOP-
. . 

MENT AS HUMAN BEINGS IN GOD'S IMAGE AND 
. 

. 

ARE NOT TO BE DENIED. AND SECRETS GIVE US 
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SOME POWER. 

2. THE SECOND POINT ABOUT OUR SECRETS IS 
THIS--WE CAN LOSE THE POWER THAT A SECRET 
GIVES US IF WE TELL OUR SECRET TO TH.E WRONG 
PERSON. THAT'S WHAT THE STORY o·F SAMSON 
AND DELILAH IS ALL ABOUT THAT WE READ EARLIER 
FROM THE BOOK OF JUDGES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, 
THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WE CAN TRUST WITH OUR 
SECRETS AND THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WE CANNOT 
TRUST. 

IT WAS DELILAH'S ASSIGNMENT AS AN ENEMY AGENT 

TO GET THE SECRET OF SAMSON'S POWER, AFTER 
MISLEADING HER FOR A TIME BY GIVING HER 
FALSE INFORMATION, SAMSON FINALLY �AVE IN 
AND TOLD HER THE SEC.RET OF HIS -POWER. HE 
HAD BEEN DEDICATED TO GOD FROM HIS BIRTH 
AND THE SYMBOL OF HIS DEDICATION AND COMMIT­
MENT WAS IN THE FACT THAT HE HAD NEVER SHAVED 
OR CUT HIS HA IR. THUS IF _AN'>f'ONE WOULD CUT 
OFF ALL HIS HAIR, HE WOULD - BECOME WEAK . 
DELILAH NOW HAD HIS SECRET. SHE ARRANGED 
TO HAVE HIS HAIR CUT WHILE HE WAS SLEEPING, 
AND HE WAS THEN CAPTURED BY THE ENEMY. 

THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WE CAN 
SECRETS AND SOME WE CANNOT. 
MORE ABOUT THIS IN DETAIL IN 

SERMON, 
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3. AND THERE'S ANOTHER MATTER IN THIS TELLING 
. . 

OF OUR SECRETS THAT'S MORE THAN A QUESTION 
OF TRUST. THERE ARE SOME WHO CANNOT BEAR 

OUR SECRETS, OR THEY ARE NOT READY TO HEAR 
THEM. PERSONALLY I'M GLAD THAT I DO NOT 
KNOW ALL OF MY CHILDREN'S SECRETS, SOME 

. . 

OF THEM l�M SURE I COULDN'T BEAR. I N  THE 
SAME TOKEN, MY CHILDREN MIGHT NOT BE ABLE 
TO HANDLE SOME OR ALL OF MY SECRETS. 

JESUS KNEW THIS ABOUT WE HUMAN BEINGS AND 
OUR SECRETS. HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES 
AT ONE POINT, "I HAVE YET MANY THINGS TO 
SAY TO YOU, BUT YOU CANNOT BEAR THEM NOW, n 
A PARAPHRASE MIGHT BE, "I HAVE YET MANY 
SECRETS TO TELL YOU, BUT YOU ARE NOT READY 
FOR THEM NOW, " 

I N  THE STORY READ EARLIER FROM THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN, SOME OF JESUS' FOLLOWERS WERE URGING 
HIM TO GO TO JERUSALEM FOR A RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL 
AND THERE TO DEMONSTRATE HIS POWER. THEY 
SAID TO HIM, "FOR NO ONE WORKS IN SECRET 
IF HE SEEKS TO BE KNOWN OPENLY," 

BUT JESUS KNEW THAT MANY PEOPLE AT THAT 
FESTIVAL WERE NOT YET READY FOR HIS SECRET 
TO BE REVEALED--THE SECRET THAT HE WAS GOD'S 
LOVE FULLY EXPRESSED IN A HUMAN BEING," SO 
JESUS SAID, "MY TIME HAS NOT YET COME, " 

11. 



L 

SOME PEOPLE ARE READY FOR OUR SECRETS AND 
SOME ARE NOT, ONLY GOD CAN BEAR ALL OF OUR 

SECRETS AND STILL LOVE US. AMEN. 
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