SUNDAY, MAY 18, 1986

"PENTECOST IS FOREVER"

AcTs 2:1-8, 12-15
JOHN 14:25-27

ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING PROMISES WHICH JESUS
MADE TO HIS DISCIPLES, BEFORE HIS CRUCIFIXION
AND RESURRECTION, WAS THAT AFTER HE WAS NO

LONGER WITH THEM, AS HE HAD BEEN, THEY WOULD
EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF (GOD’S SPIRIT IN THEIR

LIVES IN A NEW WAY, JESUS CALLED THIS POWER
THE "HoLy SPIRIT.”

THEN ON PENTECOST IT HAPPENED. THE STORY WAS
READ EARLIER FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS IN THE NEW .
TESTAMENT., WHAT IS PENTECOST? AND WHAT DOES
IT HAVE TO DO WITH YOU AND ME IN TODAY'S WORLD?

I[. WHAT 1S PENTECOST?

1. THE WORD “PENTECOST"” MEANS IN ITS SIMPLEST
SENSE, “B0TH DAY.” AND FOR CHRISTIANS IT REFERS
TO THE 50TH DAY AFTER EASTER, WHEN ACCORDING

TO CHRISTIAN TRADITION, THE DISCIPLES AND OTHER
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS RECEIVED A NEW IMPETUS,

A POWERFUL PUSH TO GO INTO THE WORLD AND TELL
OTHERS ABOUT THE GOOD NEWS OF THE BIRTH, DEATH

AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST.

SO FAR AS WE CAN TELL FROM LUKE'’S ACCOUNT IN
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THE BOOK OF ACTS, THE ORIGINAL DISCIPLES, NOW
REDUCED TO ELEVEN AFTER THE SUICIDE OF JUDAS,
DID VERY LITTLE TO CARRY ON THE WORK OF JESUS
AFTER THE RESURRECTION, EXCEPT TO CHOOSE ANOTHER
PERSON TO TAKE THE PLACE OF JUDAS. IT WAS

AS IF THEY WERE WAITING FOR SOME KIND OF SIGNAL
TO BEGIN.,

THEN CAME THE DAY OF PENTECOST, A JEWISH
HOLIDAY, AND SINCE ALL THE EARLY DISCIPLES
AND FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE JEWS, A WHOLE GROUP

OF BELIEVERS HAD GATHERED TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE
TO CELEBRATE THAT HOLIDAY. BUT IN THAT GATHERING,

SOMETHING UNUSUAL AND UNEXPECTED HAPPENED,

THE WAY LUKE DESCRIBED IT IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.
THERE WAS A STRANGE SOUND AND IT SEEMED AS

IF TONGUES OF FIRE CAME TO REST ON ALL THOSE

WHO WERE GATHERED AND EVERYONE SPOKE IN DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS WHICH COULD BE UNDERSTOOD
BY THE MANY FOREIGNERS WHO WERE THERE,

Now HERE, AS IN THE CASE OF OTHER BIBLICAL
ACCOUNTS, WE COULD GET ALL BOGGED DOWN IN THE
MINUTE DETAILS OF THE STORY AND MISS THE TOTAL
IMPACT OF THE EXPERIENCE. WE COULD WONDER
ABOUT THE “TONGUES OF FIRE” AND THE SOUND WHICH
CAME LIKE THE MIGHTY RUSH OF A WIND AND THE
SPEAKING IN VARIOUS LANGUAGES., THIS IS NOT

TO SAY THAT THE DETAILS SUCH AS THESE DO NOT

HAVE SIGNIFICANCE., BUT IT IS THE OVER-ALL

IMPACT OF THE EVENT THAT WE'RE MOST INTERESTED
IN.

AND IN THE CASE OF THE FIRST PENTECOST, WE



KNOW THAT AS A RESULT OF IT, THE DISCIPLES

NOW BECAME BOLD AND DARING WITNESSES FOR JESUS
CHRIST. UNTIL THE PENTECOST EXPERIENCE, THE
DISCIPLES THAT JESUS HAD TRAINED HADN'T DONE
VERY MUCH. BUT THE DAY OF PENTECOST CHANGED
ALL THAT. IT WAS THE TURNING POINT. ON THAT
DAY, THE CHURCH LITERALLY TOOK FIRE AND BEGAN
TO SPREAD,

2. SECONDLY, AMONG THEMSELVES, IN THEIR OWN
COMPANY, THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE CHANGED

IN A UNIQUE WAY. THEY BECAME AWARE OF A
PRESENCE AND POWER IN THEM AND AMONG THEM

WHICH MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO BE DRAWN
TOGETHER INTO A NEW KIND OF HARMONY,

IN TEMPERAMENT, NATIONALITY, LANGUAGE, CULTURE
AND SOCIAL CLASS, EACH PERSON PRESENT ON THAT
PENTECOST OCCASION WAS DIFFERENT FROM THE
OTHERS, BUT NOW IN SPITE OF THEIR DIFFERENCE,
THEY EXPERIENCED A NEW KIND OF RELATIONSHIP

TO EACH OTHER. WE CAN SAY THAT THE GROUP OF
CHRISTIANS HAD A NEW SPIRIT AND THAT IS WHAT
TODAY WE STILL CALL THE "HoLY SPIRIT.” THEY
BECAME AWARE OF GOD’S POWER IN AND AMONG THEM
IN A FRESH WAY.,

THIS DOES NOT MEAN THEY BECAME A HOMOGENEOUS
CLASSLESS OR UNDIFFERENTIATED COLLECTION OF
PEOPLE. THEY WERE, IN FACT, EVEN MORE AWARE
OF THEIR DIFFERENCES, WHAT PENTECOST DID WAS
TO CREATE OUT OF THIS DIVERSE GATHERING A NEW
KIND OF HARMONY WITHOUT DESTROYING INDIVIDUAL
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DIFFERENCES, PEOPLE WERE FREED TO BE THEMSELVES

IN ALL OF THEIR INDIVIDUALITY AND POTENTIALITY,
AND YET WERE DRAWN INTO A HARMONIOUS FELLOWSHIP
WITH OTHERS THAT TRANSCENDED THEIR DIFFERENCES.,
AND TOGETHER THEY NOW PROCLAIMED THE WORKS

OF GOD IN WORD AND IN DEED.,

3. THIRDLY, THE CHURCH BECAME MORE THAN AN
IN-GROUP, IT REACHED OUT. ITS CHARACTER
CHANGED, THE DISCIPLES BECAME APOSTLES. THEY
NOW BEGAN TO ACT ON THE KNOWLEDGE THAT (GOD

WAS ACTIVELY AT WORK AND THAT ALL PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE WERE PART OF ONE FAMILY UNDER (GOD.

THE DISCIPLES BECAME PREACHERS,

AS PART OF THE STORY OF THAT FIRST PENTECOST.
THE BOOK OF ACTS GIVES US AN EXAMPLE OF THE
KIND OF PREACHING THAT BEGAN TO TAKE FORM IN
THE EARLY CHURCH., IT GIVES US A CONDENSATION
OF THE FIRST MAJOR SERMON THAT THE APOSTLE
PETER PREACHED., HERE'’S MY PARAPHRASE OF THAT
SERMON AS LUKE REPORTS IT IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.

PETER'S SERMON:

PEOPLE OF JUDEA, AND ALL WHO DWELL IN JERUSALEM,
LET THIS BE KNOWN TO YOU. WE ARE NOT DRUNK,
AS YOU ARE ACCUSING US., IT’'S ONLY NINE 0'cLOCK

IN THE MORNING., HOWEVER, WE ARE FILLED WITH
GoD’s SPIRIT, AND I AM GOING TO TELL YOU HOW
GoD’s OLD TESTAMENT PROMISES HAVE BEEN FULFILLED.,

BY NOW You'’VE ALL HEARD OF JESUS OF NAZARETH,
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A MAN WHO WALKED AMONG US WITH MIGHTY WORKS

AND WONDERS AND SIGNS WHICH GOD DID THROUGH

HIM, THIS JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED AND KILLED BY

THE HANDS OF LAWLESS PEOPLE, BUT GOD RAISED

HIM UP HAVING LOOSED THE PANGS OF DEATH, BECAUSE
IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR JESUS TO BE HELD BY
DEATH,

THIS JESUS GOD RAISED UP AND OF THAT WE ARE
ALL WITNESSES., THIS JESUS WAS GOD IN HUMAN
FORM, BUT BECAUSE HE HAS LIVED AMONG US AND

HAS RISED FROM THE DEAD, GOD'S SPIRIT IS NOW
AMONG US AND WORKING WITHIN US IN A NEW WAY,

GOD'S POWER IS PRESENT IN THE WORLD IN A WAY
THAT HAS NOT BEEN KNOWN OR EXPERIENCED BEFORE
THE COMING OF JESUS.

THE BOOK OF ACTS REPORTED THAT WHEN THE PEOPLE
WHO HAD GATHERED TOGETHER HEARD THIS SERMON,
THEY ASKED, “WHAT SHALL WE D0?” AND PETER
SAID TO THEM, “REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED, EVERY
ONE OF YOU IN THE NAME OF JEsSUS CHRIST FOR

THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS, AND YOU SHALL
RECEIVE THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. ALL
OF YOU ARE WELCOME AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS
CHRIST.”

THAT'S A SUMMARY, A VERY BRIEF ONE, OF WHAT
THE BIBLE REPORTS HAPPENED ON THAT FIRST
PENTECOST AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.,
PETER'S SERMON GOT A STRONG POSITIVE RESPONSE,
THE BOOK OF ACTS SAYS THAT THERE WERE ADDED

THAT DAY TO THE CHURCH ABOUT 3,000 pgRrsons
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THAT'S POWERFUL PREACHING.,

[I. WHAT DOES PENTECOST HAVE TO DO WITH YoU
AND ME IN TODAY'’S WORLD?

PENTECOST IS NOT A ONCE-FOR-ALL EXPERIENCE.,

[T 1S FOREVER, IT HAPPENS OVER AND OVER AGAIN,
SINCE THAT FIRST PENTECOST, THE CHURCH HAS

USED PREACHING IN WORD AND DEED TO CONTINUE

TO REACH OUT TO ANYONE WHO IS WILLING TO LISTEN,

HERE’S HOW THAT PENTECOST SERMON MIGHT SOUND
TODAY .

MEN AND WOMEN IN 1986, WE CHRISTIANS ARE NOT
DRUNK OR CRAZY AS SOME OF YOU ACCUSE US OF
BEING, HOWEVER, WE DO SEE THE WORLD AND ALL
OF CREATION IN A NEW WAY BECAUSE OF BEING
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST,

TO AN OUTSIDER WITH A SO-CALLED COMMON-SENSE,
PRACTICAL, EVERYDAY-WAY OF LOOKING AT THE
WORLD, WHAT JESUS CHRIST PREACHED AND TAUGHT
SEEMS LIKE FOOLISHNESS., “BLESSED ARE THE MEEK;
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT; BLESSED ARE

THE MERCIFUL; BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS;
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR

RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE.,”

JESUS ALSO SAID, “THOSE WHO SEEK TO SAVE THEIR
LIVES WILL LOSE THEM, BUT THOSE WHO GIVE
THEMSELVES AWAY WILL FIND LIFE.” SURE THAT

DOES SOUND LIKE FOOLISHNESS IN A WORLD THAT




IS DOMINATED BY GREED AND BY THOSE WHO SEEK
POWER OVER OTHERS.

AND THE FACT OF JESUS LETTING HIMSELF BE KILLED
WITHOUT FIGHTING BACK, AND THEN GOD RAISING

HIM FROM THE DEAD SEEMS LIKE EVEN MORE FOOLISHNESS
TO PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THAT “MIGHT MAKES RIGHT,”

OR THE WAY TO BE A SAVIOR IS TO HAVE THE BIGGEST
ARMY,

BUT GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS, SAYS THE

BIBLE, FURTHERMORE, BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST,
GoD'S POWER AND PEACE ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO

ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. ALL ONE HAS TO DO IS
TO ACCEPT GOD IN ONE’S LIFE AND COMMIT YOURSELF
TO FOLLOWING GOD’S WAYS.

THIS IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE ALL PEOPLE ON EARTH
THROUGHOUT THE AGES HAVE BEEN ON A SEARCH FOR
A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THAT IS ETERNAL., WE
LONG TO BE AT-ONE WITH GOD AND TO BE AT-ONE
WITH OTHER PEOPLE, IN FACT, WE MANY TIMES
FIRST EXPERIENCE GOD BY COMING INTO A DEEPER
RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS.

THE PSALMIST WROTE LONG AGO, “AS A HART LONGS
FOR FLOWING STREAMS, SO LONGS MY SOUL FOR YOU,
0 GobD., My sSoUL THIRSTS FOR GOD, FOR THE LIVING

GoD.” ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE WANT GOD TO BECOME
REAL TO THEM. WE WANT TO KNOW THAT WE ARE
IN CONTACT WITH THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE,

N

THE FACT IS THAT MANY PEOPLE DO NOT PUT THIS
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LONGING OR THIS DESIRE INTO RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE,

BUT THE LONGING IS THERE ALL THE SAME. IT

IS SEEN MOST CLEARLY IN THE WAY IN WHICH ALL
PEOPLE SEEK TO MAKE SOME SENSE OUT OF LIFE,
ALL PEOPLE SEEK MEANING IN THEIR LIVING,
SOMETHING TO HANG ONTO, SOMETHING TO GIVE
FOCUS AND DIRECTION TO THEIR LIVING. MANY

DO THIS IN WAYS THAT ULTIMATELY WILL NOT
SATISFY. SOME, FOR EXAMPLE, TRY TO OWN MORE
AND MORE THINGS, BELIEVING THAT THIS WILL
SATISFY THIS DEEP LONGING, OTHERS TRY TO HOLD

ONTO THEIR YOUTH, DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE
TO DENY THE FACT THAT ONE DAY THEY WILL DIE.

ONE MAN, NOW IN HIS EARLY FORTIES, SAID, "I
THOUGHT IF I DIDN'T SETTLE DOWN, I COULD STAY
YOUNG FOREVER., I WAS WRONG., YOU GET OLD
WHETHER YOU'RE WEARING A NECKTIE OR NOT.”
OTHERS STILL, SEEK POWER FOR POWER'S SAKE,

AND THERE ARE YET OTHERS WHO SEEK HAPPINESS

FOR HAPPINESS' SAKE, THE SEARCH FOR THE SACRED
IN LIFE IS EVERYWHERE EVEN THOUGH MANY TIMES
MISGUIDED, IT IS SEEN IN THE SCIENTIST WHO
PURSUES A TRUTH ALWAYS BEYOND HIM OR HER. THE
ARTIST LIVES FOR BEAUTY., OTHERS SEEK GOD IN
NATURE, BUT WHAT DO THEY REALLY WANT? WHAT

DO YOU WANT IN LIFE AND AFTER THIS LIFE? EVEN
HUMAN LOVE IN AND OF ITSELF CANNOT ULTIMATELY
SATISFY US., THE POINT IS, IN ALL OF OUR
SEARCHING, WE ARE SEEKING GOD. WE WANT TO
KNOW GoD, WE WANT TO FIND WHAT IS AT THE
CENTER OF ALL LIFE AND CREATION,

PHILIP, ONE OF JESUS'’S DISCIPLES, SAID TO JESUS



9

ONE DAY, “SHOW US GOD AND WE SHALL BE SATIFIED.”
QUR SOULS THIRST FOR GoD, FOR THE LIVING GobD,

SISTERS AND BROTHERS IN 1986, THIS LONGING

HAS BEEN SATISFIED., WHAT ALL PEOPLE HAVE
SOUGHT FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME; WHAT GOD
HAS PROMISED SO LONG AGO HAS TAKEN PLACE, (GOD
IS WITH US, (GOD IS WITHIN US., GOD IS AMONG
US. GOD’S SPIRIT IS EVERYWHERE AVAILABLE,

GOD HAS BEEN MOST UNIQUELY REVEALED IN A HUMAN
BEING, IN JESUS OF NAZARETH,

HERE WAS GOD SUPREMELY FOCUSED IN A HUMAN

BEING, JESUS DIDN'T COME TO CALL THE

RIGHTEOUS, BUT TO CALL THE SINNERS TO

REPENTANCE, “FoLLow ME,” SAID JESUS. AND

THOSE WHO FOLLOWED FOUND IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP
WITH JESUS A NEW WAY OF LOOKING AT LIFE AND

DEATH AND A NEW WAY OF SEEING ALL PERSONS AND

A NEW WAY OF UNDERSTANDING GOD., AND IN A
WONDERFUL AND MYSTERIOUS WAY, THOSE WHO HAVE
FOLLOWED JESUS IN EVERY AGE HAVE FOUND IN THEIR
LIVES A NEW POWER, A NEW DIMENSION, A NEW SPIRIT,
THEY ALSO DISCOVERED THAT EVEN IN THEIR SUFFERING

GOD WAS WITH THEM.

WHEN JESUS WAS AMONG US, SOME PEOPLE ESPECIALLY
THOSE WHO CONSIDERED THEMSELVES THE MOST RIGHTEOUS,

COULD NOT STAND HIM. THEY THOUGHT THEY KNEW
BETTER HOW TO RUN GOD'’S CREATION, JESUS CHRIST

BY WHAT HE LIVED AND TAUGHT BROUGHT A KIND

OF JUDGMENT UPON ALL OF US AND OUR PRETENSIONS
AND OUR SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. HE TALKED ABOUT
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A LOVING, INCLUSIVE, FORGIVING GOD, HE ATE

WITH SINNERS., HE ACCEPTED THOSE WHOM OTHER
REJECTED, HE SHOWED US THAT THERE IS MUCH
MORE TO A TRUE RELIGION THAN JUST OBEYING
RULES, HE TALKED ABOUT A NEW MORALITY OF

LOVE. HE UPSET MANY OF THE TRADITIONAL WAYS
OF THINKING AND ACTING AND HIS SPIRIT STILL

DOES.

SO IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES DECIDED
THAT JESUS HAD TO BE GOTTEN RID OF. HE WAS

CRUCIFIED, BUT HE DID NOT STAY DEAD., THIS
JEsus GoOD RAISED UP AND THROUGH HIS RESURRECTION

A NEW POWER HAS BEEN RELEASED IN THE CREATION,
GOD HAS ESTABLISHED A NEW ORDER IN SOCIETY.

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THIS NEW AGE OF GoD. WHEN
YOU DO BECOME A PART OF IT, YOU BEGIN TO BE
CHANGED FROM A SELF-CENTERED, SELF-SEEKING,
GREEDY, STINGY INDIVIDUAL INTO A NEW KIND OF
PERSON WITH A NEW SENSE OF FREEDOM, IT’S LIKE
BEING BORN ANEW, YOU BEGIN TO BE CHANGED FROM
ONE WHO IS ANXIOUS AND AFRAID INTO THE KIND

OF PERSON WHO HAS COURAGE AND HOPE. AND YoU
BECOME COMMITTED TO OTHERS AND WANT TO REACH
OUT TO THEM IN LOVE., GoD’S SPIRIT, OR THAT
WHICH WE LIKE TO CALL THE HOLY SPIRIT, BEGINS
TO TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR LIFE,

THE GOOD NEWS FURTHER IS THAT THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE ARE NOT TO BE
SEEN AS GRIM BATTLES OR AS A LONELY JOYLESS
PILGRIMAGE, BUT RATHER AS A LIFE LIVED WITH
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THE VERY VITALITY OF GOD WHO IS PRESENT AMONG
UsS.

NOw IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME OF YOU HERE HAVE
UP TO NOW BEEN ATTEMPTING TO LIVE YOUR LIFE
WITHOUT GoD. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT YOU FEEL

IN YOUR BONES THAT THERE IS A LIFE OF BETTER
QUALITY AND WITH MORE JOY AND FREEDOM. You
MAY WANT TO FEEL A PART OF A LARGER PURPOSE;
YOU WANT TO KNOW THAT YOU ARE CONNECTED WITH

ALMIGHTY GoOD.

THIS NEW KIND OF LIFE CAN BEGIN FOR YOU. IT
MEANS DROPPING YOUR RIDICULOUS HABIT OF TRYING
TO JUSTIFY OURSELVES AND ACCEPTING THE
RECONCILIATION WHICH CHRIST HAS MADE. IT
MEANS ACCEPTING THE FACT THAT WE ARE INSEPARABLY
CONNECTED WITH THE ETERNAL LIFE OF (GOD SO THAT
THERE IS NOTHING THAT LIFE CAN DO AND NOTHING
THAT DEATH CAN DO TO INTERFERE WITH THAT
RELATIONSHIP, GOD’S SPIRIT IS WAITING TO BE

A LEADING PART OF YOUR LIFE. PENTECOST IS
FOREVER! AMEN.,




