SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 1986 Bk (5

"OUR HIGHEST NEED”

MARK 12:41-4L4

LAST SEPTEMBER 1985, THE MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH
IN A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING VOTED
ENTHUSIASTICALLY TO KEEP THIS CHURCH MOVING
FORWARD IN ITS MINISTRIES BY ADOPTING THE
PROJECT RENEW, RESTORE, REACH OUT. THE

CONGREGATION FURTHER INSTRUCTED THE CHURCH
COUNCIL TO CARRY OUT A DEVELOPMENT FUND CAMPAIGN
IN THIS YEAR 1986, WITH A GOAL OF 1.5 MILLION
DOLLARS TO BE PLEDGED AND PAID OVER A THREE-
YEAR PERIOD, [HIS MONEY WILL BE USED TO
UNDERWRITE THE OVERALL PROJECT,

IN NoVEMBER OF 1986, THE CHURCH COUNCIL APPOINTED
A DEVELOPMENT FUND PLANNING COMMITTEE WITH

WARREN "BuD” JOHNSON AS CHAIRMAN, THIS COMMITTEE
HAS BEEN WORKING SINCE THEN TO PLAN AND CARRY

OUT THE MANDATE OF THE CONGREGATION,

EARLY ON, THE COMMITTEE DIVIDED THE CAMPAIGN

TO RAISE THE FUNDS INTO THREE PARTS--(1) A
LARGE ADVANCE GIFTS SECTION; (2) A SECOND LEVEL
ADVANCE GIFTS SECTION; AND, (3) THE PLAN TO
CONTACT EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION FOR

A THREE-YEAR COMMITMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT

FUND.,

ALTHOUGH THE FIRST TWO PARTS OF THE ADVANCE



GIFTS CAMPAIGN ARE NOT YET COMPLETE, THE
COMMITTEE FEELS CONFIDENT IN ESTIMATING THAT

THESE TWO TOGETHER WILL PRODUCE HALF THE GOAL,
OR $/50,000, THIS MEANS THAT BEGINNING TODAY,

WITH OUR CONGREGATION-WIDE CAMPAIGN, WE NEED
TO RAISE IN PLEDGES OVER A THREE-YEAR PERIOD,

$750,000.

BY NOW, EVERY MEMBER OR FAMILY IN THE CONGREGATION
SHOULD'VE RECEIVED THE BOOKLET WHICH DESCRIBES

IN D
PROJ

ETAIL THE DEVELOPMENT FUND AND WHAT THE
ECT RENEW, RESTORE, REACH OUT WILL ACCOMPLISH,

THIS BOOKLET, TELLS THE NEEDS OF THIS CONGREGATION
IF WE ARE TO REMAIN A STRONG, VITAL CHURCH,
THE NEEDS ARE IN SIX CATEGORIES AND ALL ARE
RELATED TO EACH OTHER. THEY ARE: (1) THE

REPA

IR AND RESTORATION OF THE CARILLON, (2)

THE RENOVATION AND COMPLETION OF THE MAIN PIPE
ORGAN, (3) THE REDECORATION OF THE MAIN WORSHIP
AREA INCLUDING ADDITIONAL AIR-CONDITIONING,

(4) EAST COURTYARD WALL REPLACEMENT, WHICH

INCLUDES ADDITIONAL LANDSCAPING FOR THE ENTIRE
CHURCH PROPERTY AND ADDITIONAL PARKING, (5)

RENOVATION OF THE LARGE KITCHEN, AND (6) THE
EXTENSION OF THE MINISTRY OF THIS CONGREGATION

THRO

JGH THE USE OF TELEVISION.,

THIS MORNING IN THIS SERMON, I DO NOT INTEND
TO REPEAT TO YOU WHY ALL THESE SIX ITEMS ARE

CRUC

IAL FOR THE FUTURE OF THIS CONGREGATION,

THAT IS ALREADY WELL DOCUMENTED IN THE BOOKLET
WHICH YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED, AND FURTHERMORE,
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THE CONGREGATION HAS ALREADY VOTED TO ACCOMPLISH
THEM AS THE FUNDS BECOME AVAILABLE.,

THIS MORNING I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT YOUR
SPIRITUAL LIFE AND ABOUT YOUR OWN NEEDS. I

AM GOING TO SPEAK TO YOU AS YOUR PASTOR ABOUT

YOUR HIGHEST NEED AND THAT IS YOUR NEED AND

MY NEED TO BECOME AN EVER MORE GIVING PERSON.

MARTIN LUTHER SAID, “THERE ARE THREE CONVERSIONS
NECESSARY FOR THE CHRISTIAN: THE CONVERSION

OF THE HEART., MIND, AND PURSE.” OF THESE
THREE, IT MAY WELL BE THAT WE MODERNS FIND

THE CONVERSION OF THE PURSE THE MOST DIFFICULT,
[T IS EVEN HARD FOR US TO TALK ABOUT MONEY.
ESPECIALLY IN CHURCH.,

_r'--_-___-_.---

AND YET JESUS IN THE GOSPELS SPOKE ABOUT MONEY
MORE FREQUENTLY THAN ANY OTHER SUBJECT EXCEPT
THE KINGDOM OF GoD., HE GAVE AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT
OF TIME TO THE MONEY QUESTION. IN THE MOVING
STORY READ EARLIER FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK.
ABOUT THE WIDOW'S OFFERING, WE ARE TOLD THAT
JESUS INTENTIONALLY SAT IN FRONT OF THE TREASURY
AND WATCHED PEOPLE PUTTING IN THEIR OFFERINGS,
THINK OF JESUS WATCHING YOU FILL OUT YOUR

PLEDGE CARD OR PUT IN YOUR OFFERING IN CHURCH,
BY DESIGN, HE SAW WHAT PEOPLE GAVE AND MORE

IMPORTANTLY THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THEY GAVE IT,.
FOR JESUS, GIVING WAS NOT A PRIVATE MATTER.

As JESUS WATCHED PEOPLE GIVE AND NOTICED HOW
GENEROUS SOME WERE AND HOW STINGY OTHERS WERE,



HE HAS THESE THINGS TO TEACH US ABOUT MONEY
AND GIVING.,

1, FIRST, JESUS TEACHES US THAT OUR HIGHEST
NEED IS TO BE A GIVING PERSON., TO GIVE IS

TO LIVE; TO NOT GIVE IS TO DIE. GIVING CONNECTS
US WITH ONE ANOTHER. GIVING ACTS OUT OUR
CONNECTION WITH GOD. JESUS GAVE ALL SORTS

OF WARNINGS ABOUT NOT BEING A GIVING PERSON,

YOU CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON,"” (LUKE 16:13).

DO NOT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURERS ON
EARTH!” (MATTHEW 6:19), “IT 15 EASIER EOR A

CAMEL TO GO THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE THAN
FOR A RICH PERSON TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GoD”

(MATTHEW 19:24), "“TAKE HEED AND BEWARE OF
ALL COVETOUSNESS” (Luke 12:15).

I BELIEVE ONE OF THE MAJOR SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS
OF OUR TIME, IF NOT THE MAIN ONE, IS GREED
AND COVETOUSNESS. COMPULSIVE EXTRAVAGANCE

IS A MODERN MANIA., THE CONTEMPORARY LUST FOR
MORE, MORE, MORE, FOR OURSELVES IS ALMOST OUT
OF CONTROL.

] HAVE TO BITE MY TONGUE SO MANY TIMES WHEN
PEOPLE TELL ME THEY CANNOT AFFORD TO GIVE MORE.,
AND THEN I SEE WHAT THEY ARE SPENDING THEIR

MONEY FOR., I WISH THEY WOULD AT LEAST BE
HONEST AND SAY--"] DON’'T BELIEVE IN BEING A

MORE GIVING PERSON,"”

THE FACT IS THE MORE ONE BECOMES A GIVING,
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GENEROUS PERSON, THE MORE ONE ENHANCES HIS

OR HER RELATIONSHIP TO GOD, THAT'S WHY JESUS
EMPHASIZED GIVING SO MUCH., SOMEONE PUT IT

THIS WAY: “IF YOUR SPIRITUAL VITALITY SEEMS

LOW, IF BIBLE STUDY PRODUCES ONLY DUSTY WORDS,

IF PRAYER SEEMS HOLLOW AND EMPTY, THEN PERHAPS

A PRESCRIPTION OF LAVISH AND JOYFUL GIVING

IS JUST WHAT YOU NEED, GIVING BRINGS AUTHENTICITY
AND VITALITY TO YOUR DEVOTIONAL EXPERIENCE,"”

MONEY IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY OF SHOWING OUR LOVE

FOR GOD BECAUSE IT IS SO MUCH A PART OF US.
ONE ECONOMIST PUT IT THIS WAY: "MoNEY As A

FORM OF POWER IS SO INTIMATELY RELATED TO THE
POSSESSOR THAT ONE CANNOT CONSISTENTLY GIVE
MONEY WITHOUT GIVING SELF.,”

DR. KARL MENNINGER ONCE ASKED ONE WEALTHY
PATIENT, “WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU GOING TO DO

WITH ALL THAT MONEY?"” THE PATIENT REPLIED,
"JUST WORRY ABOUT IT, I SUPPOSE.” DR. MENNINGER
WENT ON, “WELL, DO YOU GET THAT MUCH PLEASURE
OUT OF WORRYING ABOUT IT?" “No,” RESPONDED

THE PATIENT, “BUT I GET SUCH TERROR WHEN I

THINK OF GIVING SOME OF IT AWAY."

THIS TERROR IS REAL. I SEE IT EVERYWHERE --
PEOPLE AFRAID TO BE MORE GIVING. WHEN WE LET
GO OF MONEY, WE ARE LETTING GO OF A PART OF
OURSELVES AND PART OF OUR SECURITY. BUT THIS
IS PRECISELY WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO DO,
WHEN WE GIVE MONEY WE ARE RELEASING A LITTLE
MORE OF OUR EGO-CENTRIC SELVES AND A LITTLE
MORE OF OUR FALSE SECURITY. GIVING FREES US




TO CARE. IT PRODUCES AN AIR OF EXPECTANCY
AS WE ANTICIPATE WHAT GOD WILL LEAD US TO GIVE,
IT MAKES LIFE WITH GOD AN ADVENTURE OF DISCOVERY.

2. SECONDLY, IF OUR HIGHEST NEED AS A HUMAN
BEING IS TO BE A GIVING PERSON, HOW CAN WE

TELL IF WE ARE GIVING ENOUGH? WE ARE NOT TRULY
A GIVING PERSON UNTIL WE GIVE SO THAT WE FEEL
IT. THE WIDOW THAT JESUS WATCHED PUT HER
OFFERING IN GAVE ALL THAT SHE HAD -- SO SHE
FELT IT. THE RICH PEOPLE THAT JESUS WATCHED

PUT THEIR MONEY IN, GAVE MORE THAN THE WIDOW,
BUT PROPORTIONATELY MUCH LESS. IN FACT SO

LITTLE THAT THEY DIDN’'T MISS IT. SO THEY
DIDN'T FEEL IT. SOME PEOPLE SAY., "GIVE UNTIL
IT HURTS.,” I THINK WHAT THEY REALLY MEAN IS
WHAT JESUS MEANT -- “GIVE UNTIL YOU FEEL IT.,"
OTHERWISE IT’S NOT TRULY GIVING, GIVE ENOUGH
SO THAT IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LIFE,
GIVE UNTIL IT BEGINS TO FEEL GooD! IF You
GIVE ENOUGH, THEN YOU ARE GOING TO FEEL IT
AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT.

THIS IS WHAT THE BIBLE MEANS WHEN IT SAYS --

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER. YOU ARE GOING
TO BE CHEERFUL WHEN YOU HAVE GIVEN ENOUGH,

GIVING SO THAT WE FEEL IT HAS A WAY OF ROUTING
OUT THE TOUGH OLD MISER WITHIN US,

5. THIRDLY, IF WE ARE GOING TO GIVE ENOUGH
TO BE A CHEERFUL GIVER AND SO THAT WE MEET
OUR HIGHEST NEED TO BE A GIVER, THEN WE HAVE

TO BE HONEST ABOUT OUR GIVING -- HONEST WITH
OURSELVES, HONEST WITH OTHERS AND HONEST WITH



GOD.

FOR MOST OF US TO GIVE $5,00 PER WEEK, OR EVEN
$10 PER WEEK TO THE CHURCH DOES NOT AFFECT

US VERY MUCH -- WE DON'T FEEL IT. AND IF WE
DON'T FEEL IT, THE GIFT HAS NO SIGNIFICANCE

FOR US., FIVE DOLLARS A WEEK OR EVEN TEN DOLLARS
A WEEK DOESN'T MAKE MOST OF US PUT OFF BUYING

A NEW CAR OR EVEN A LESS EXPENSIVE MODEL., IT
DOESN'T KEEP US FROM GOING OUT TO EAT OR FROM
PURCHASING THE MANY LITTLE LUXURIES WHICH WE

ALL PURCHASE. MOST OF US GIVE FROM LEFT-OVERS.
To GIVE ENOUGH MEANS THAT OUR GIVING WILL BEGIN

TO MAKE US RE-ARRANGE OUR PRIORITIES IN LIFE,

[F WE'RE GOING TO BE HONEST ABOUT OUR GIVING
THEN WE ALSO HAVE TO GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR
FEELINGS ABOUT MONEY. FOR MOST OF US THE
BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO OVERCOME IS NOT THAT OF
UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES US ABOUT
MONEY, BUT THAT OF COMING TO TERMS WITH OUR
FEARS, INSECURITY, AND GUILT ABOUT MONEY, WE
ARE THREATENED BY THE SUBJECT OF MONEY. WE
ARE AFRAID THAT WE HAVE TOO LITTLE, OR SOME
ARE AFRAID THAT THEY HAVE TOO MUCH,

THE FACT IS -- GIVING CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
FOR THE BETTER. IT ALWAYS HAS A POSITIVE
AFFECT. THAT'S WHY JESUS SAW GIVING AS OUR
HIGHEST NEED.

HOW MUCH THEN SHOULD YOU GIVE? IN OUR KIND
OF CHURCH THERE IS NO MINIMUM AND NO MAXIMUM.
WE ARE TO GIVE PROPORTIONATELY, SOME HERE




THIS MORNING SHOULD PLEDGE $50 PER WEEK, AND
SOME HIGHER THAN THAT. OOME SHOULD PLEDGE
$30 PER WEEK, AND SOME $25 PER WEEK. WHAT
ROWENA AND I ARE GOING TO GIVE,

AS I SAID BEFORE, GIVE ENOUGH SO THAT YOU FEEL

IT -——- SO THAT IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR
LIFE,

WILL THE USHERS PLEASE NOW PASS OUT THE PLEDGE
CARDS TO EVERYONE PRESENT.

IN THE TOP LEFT-HAND CORNER OF THE PLEDGE CARD,
JUST ABOVE THE PICTURE OF THE BELL TOWER OR

A LITTLE BIT TO THE RIGHT OF IT, PLEASE PRINT
YOUR NAME -- DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE ADDRESS

AT THIS POINT,

NOW TRY TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH YOU ARE GOING
TO GIVE EACH WEEK -- DO THIS EVEN THOUGH IN
YOUR CASE YOU MIGHT BE GOING TO PAY BY THE

MONTH OR ONCE EACH YEAR FOR THE THREE-YEAR

PERIOD.,

NEAR THE BOTTOM OF THE PLEDGE CARD YOU WILL
SEE THE STATEMENT, [/WE WILL TRY TO GIVE

$ PER WEEK FOR 150 WEEKS FOR A TOTAL
OF $ BEGINNING ON, AND THEN FILL
IN THE DATE YOU PLAN TO BEGIN, MAYBE May 1,

1986, OR JUNE 1 -- IT'S UP TO YOU.

WHAT YOU DO THIS MORNING CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
FOR THE BETTER AND IT WILL ALSO KEEP THIS
CHURCH MOVING IN A FORWARD DIRECTION FOR




CARRYING OUT ITS VITAL MINISTRIES IN THIS
COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD., AMEN.,



