SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 1986

"HELLO AND GOODBYE"

LUKE 24:44-55

DURING THE SEASON OF LENT LEADING UP TO EASTER,
WE FOLLOWED THE JOURNEYS OF JESUS. WE ALSO
NOTED THAT OUR OWN LIVES ARE IN FACT JOURNEYS.

-ROM THE TIME WE ARE BORN INTO THIS WORLD

UJNTIL THE TIME WE DIE, EACH ONE OF US IS ON
A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME. WE HAVE OUR OUTWARD

JOURNEYS AS WE PHYSICALLY GROW, MATURE, AND
MOVE FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER. WE GROW UP,
WE GO TO ScHooL. WE LEAVE HOME., WE GO TO
WORK, WE CHANGE JOBS. WE GROW OLDER. WE
MEET OBSTACLES. THERE ARE DETOURS. WE CHANGE
DIRECTIONS, ALWAYS WE ARE ON A JOURNEY FROM
BIRTH TO DEATH, AND WE HAVE OUR INWARD
SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS,

THROUGHOUT OUR JOURNEY WE DISCOVER THAT LIFE
IS A LONG SERIES OF TRANSITIONS., LIFE IS
FILLED WITH CHANGES. MATURE PEOPLE ACCEPT
THIS AND DEAL WITH IT SO THAT LIFE ULTIMATELY
MOVES FORWARD. IMMATURE PEOPLE FIGHT AND

PUT OFF, EVEN DENY CHANGE OR TRANSITION. BUT
CHANGES COME TO ALL OF US, WHETHER WE CHOOSE
HEM OR NOT. CHILDREN ARE BORN; RELATIONSHIPS
CHANGE, JOBS COME TO AN END. ROOFS LEAK,

WE GROW OLDER. PEOPLE DIE. THERE ARE MANY
THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN LIFE WHETHER OR NOT




WE GIVE OUR PERMISSION,

TO USE A DIFFERENT METAPHOR--OUR LIVES ARE
FILLED WITH SAYING, "HELLO" AND "GOODBYE.”

IN FACT, I BELIEVE IT CAN BE SAID THAT SAYING
"HELLO” AND "GOODBYE"” ARE THE TWO MAJOR
LEARNING TASKS ALL HUMAN BEINGS NEED TO
ACCOMPLISH,

THE SAD FACT IS THAT SOME CHILDREN COME INTO
THIS WORLD AND HAVE NO ONE IN THEIR FAMILY

REALLY SAY “HELLO” TO THEM. THEIR EXISTENCE
IS HARDLY ACKNOWLEDGED. THEY DO NOT FEEL

WELCOME, THE OTHER SAD FACT IS THAT SOME
PEOPLE NEVER LEARN TO SAY "GOODBYE"” TO MAMA

OR DADDY, OR TO OTHER THINGS AS WELL. THERE
ARE THOSE WHO LET MAMA OR DADDY STILL DOMINATE
THEIR LIVES EVEN THOUGH MAMA OR DADDY HAVE
LONG SINCE PASSED ON,

NOT ONLY DO WE NEED TO LEARN TO SAY "HELLO"
TO NEW PEOPLE AND NEW SITUATIONS, BUT OTHERS
NEED TO SAY "HELLO.” AND JUST AS WE HAVE

TO LEARN TO SAY “GOODBYE” TO INDIVIDUALS AND
EVENTS AND FEELINGS--SO OTHERS NEED TO SAY
"GOODBYE"” TO US.

HERE'S ANOTHER KIND OF EXAMPLE, LET’S SAY
YOUR JOB CHANGE HAS MEANT THAT YOU NEED TO
MOVE TO ANOTHER CITY, TO NEW SURROUNDINGS,
TO A DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENT. YOU WON'T BE

ABLE TO TRULY SAY "HELLO" To THAT NEW PLACE
AND ALL THAT IT MEANS, UNTIL YOU HAVE SAID,




"GOODBYE.,” TO THE PLACE YOU MOVED FROM.
"GOODBYE"” AND “HELLO"” ARE OFTEN RELATED.

JESUS CHRIST KNEW HOW TO SAY "HELLO" TO LIFE,
TO INDIVIDUALS, TO NEW SITUATIONS, AND HE
ALSO KNEW WHEN AND HOW TO SAY "GOODBYE."”
JESUS ALSO KNEW THAT IT’S NOT UNTIL WE ARE
ABLE TO SAY "GOODBYE"” TO SOMETHING IN THE
PAST OR PRESENT, THAT WE ARE ABLE TO SAY
"HELLO" TO SOMETHING NEW, AND LET IT BE A
PART OF US., IT WAS NOT UNTIL JESUS SAID

"GOODBYE” TO THE DISCIPLES AND THEY TO HIM,
THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO EXPERIENCE HIM IN

ANOTHER WAY FOLLOWING THE RESURRECTION
APPEARANCES.

THIS MORNING THEN, LET'S LOOK MORE CLOSELY
AT HOW JESUS SAID, "HELLO” AND "GOODBYE"” AND
WHAT THAT HAS TO SAY TO US ABOUT OUR OWN
"HELLOS"” AND “GOODBYES.” I BELIEVE THAT THE
LIFE, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS AND
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH WHICH FOLLOWED, GIVES

US A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING AND BEING
ABLE TO SAY BOTH "HELLO"” AND “GOODBYE.”

[. To BE ABLE TO SAY "HELLO" 1S TO BE ABLE
TO GREET AND ACCEPT THE HUMAN BEING IN OTHER
PEOPLE., LOOK AGAIN AT WHAT JESUS DID.

JESUS SAID "HELLO"” TO INDIVIDUALS THAT MOST
OF THE REST OF SOCIETY TREATED AS OUTCASTS.

HE SAID “HELLO"” TO PEOPLE LIKE ZACCHAEUS,
FOR EXAMPLE. ZACCHAEUS WAS A RICH MAN, HE'D



GOTTEN RICH BY EXPLOITING THE POOR PEOPLE

OF HIS OWN COUNTRY. HE HAD DEFRAUDED THEM

IN THE SERVICE OF THE ROMAN OCCUPYING GOVERNMENT,
EXTRACTING TAXES, FEATHERING HIS OWN NEST.

AND HE WAS HATED BY HIS FELLOW CITIZENS AS

A CORRUPT TRAITOR.

SO THE CROWD IN JERICHO WAS ANGRY WHEN JESUS
CHOSE TO SAY “HELLO"” TO AN OBVIOUSLY UNWORTHY
MAN. HOWEVER, SOMETIMES SAYING "HELLO” CAN

WORK MIRACLES. ZACCAEUS WAS AMAZED, OVERWHELMED,

BY SAYING "HELLO"” TO HIM, JESUS WAS ACKNOWLEDGING
HIM AS A HUMAN BEING, A CHILD oOF Gop. HE

WAS ACKNOWLEDGING HIS BASIC EXISTENCE.

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN A ROOM AND IGNORED BY
EVERYONE? NO ONE SPEAKS TO YOU. NO ONE SAYS
"HELLO" TO YOU AND MEANS IT. IT’S THE MOST
LONELY FEELING IN THE WORLD BECAUSE NO ONE
HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT

YOU EXIST.

WHEN WE SAY "“HELLO” TO SOMEONE--WE GIVE THEM
LIFE! BUT HOW DIFFICULT IT IS FOR YOU AND

ME TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE HUMAN BEING, THE CHILD

OF GOD IN OTHER PEOPLE. FREQUENTLY, WE INSTEAD

LABEL A PERSON. HE’S A GROUCH! SHE'S A
REACTIONARY! HE’S A RADICAL! SHE'S UPTIGHT!
HE'S A BORE! SHE'S ON WELFARE! INSTEAD OF
SAYING "HELLO"” WE SQUEEZE THE HUMANITY OUT
OF THE OTHER PERSON AND TURN OFF OUR OWN
HUMANITY AT THE SAME TIME,

JESUS COULD SAY "HELLO” TO ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE
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BECAUSE HE SAW THEIR ESSENTIAL NATURE AS BEING

CHILDREN OF GOD. HE WAS SAYING “HELLO" TO
THAT GOD-IMAGE WHICH IS IN EVERY HUMAN BEING
AND WHEN WE DO THAT WE CALL FORTH THAT (GOD-

[MAGE,

JESUS WAS ABLE TO SAY "HELLO” TO SO MANY
PEOPLE THAT OTHERS IGNORED--LEPERS, PROSTITUTES,
SAMARITANS, THE CRIPPLED, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN.

OUR LIVES ARE FILLED WITH “HELLO"” SITUATIONS,

WE GREET A NEW BABY IN A FAMILY. WE NEED
TO sSAY "HELLO” To A NEW MEMBER OF THE FAMILY

WHO COMES IN MARRIAGE. WHEN A CHILD GOES

TO A DAY-CARE CENTER, IT'S A WHOLE NEW WORLD
SAYING “HELLO"” TO THAT CHILD. OR WHEN A CHILD
COMES HERE TO SUNDAY MORNING CHURCH SCHOOL

FOR THE FIRST TIME, WE NEED TO SAY A WARM
"HELLO.” THIS MORNING WE ARE RECEIVING NEW
MEMBERS INTO THE CONGREGATION AND THE CEREMONY
OF RECEPTION ITSELF IS A WAY OF SAYING "HELLO"
TO THEM. LAST SUNDAY MORNING WE SAID “HELLO"
TO EIGHTEEN 9TH GRADE YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE
CONFIRMATION CLASS,

THE CHURCH IS ESPECIALLY TO BE A COMMUNITY
WHERE WE ARE ABLE TO SAY “HELLO” TO EACH OTHER
AS HUMAN BEINGS--AS CHILDREN OF GOD--AS EQUALS.,

II. SEcoNDLY, WE CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE
KIND OF PEOPLE WHO ARE ABLE TO SAY “HELLO"
NOT ONLY TO ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE, BUT TO LIFE

AND TO GOD’S CREATION AND TO Gop! To BE ABLE
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TO SAY "HELLO"” MEANS WE ARE WILLING TO GREET
AND ACCEPT THE NEW THAT IS ALWAYS COMING IN
LIFE.

THUS JESUS WAS ABLE TO SEE GOD WORKING IN
NEW WAYS, HE COULD GREET EACH NEW DAY WITH

T
W
G

—

E WORDS OF THE PSALMIST, “THIS IS THE DAY
ICH GOD HAS MADE. LET US REJOICE AND BE

_AD IN IT.” THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT GoOD
IS ALWAYS MAKING THINGS NEW, WE NEED TO BE
ABLE TO SAY "HELLO"” TO GOD’S NEW WAYS OF
WORKING,

FOR EXAMPLE, JESUS SAW THAT GOD WAS WORKING

T
T

i

ROUGH THE DESPISED SAMARITANS AS WELL AS
ROUGH THE JEWS., THE EARLY CHURCH SAW GoOD

AT WORK AMONG THE GENTILES AS WELL AS THE
JEWS.,

TODAY WE CAN SEE GOD WORKING THROUGH SOME

OF OUR NEW TECHNOLOGIES., IN THE EARLY DAYS

OF THE CHURCH, GOD’'S MESSAGE WAS SPREAD FIRST
BY WORD OF MOUTH. THEN AS MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE WERE ABLE TO READ AND WRITE--THE
WRITTEN WORD WAS USED, WHEN THE PRINTING
PRESS WAS INVENTED MANY YEARS LATER, THE BIBLE
WAS ONE OF THE FIRST BOOKS TO BE PRINTED,
AGAIN THE CHURCH SAID "HELLO" TO THE NEW.,

[ BELIEVE THAT TODAY THE USE OF TELEVISION
FOR CHURCHES LIKE THIS ONE IS A WAY OF SAYING
"HELLO"” TO THE NEW.

[II. THIRDLY, JESUS ALSO KNEW HOW TO SAY



"GOODBYE” AND HE CALLED ON OTHERS TO SAY

"GOODBYE.” WE CAN LEARN FROM HIM HOW AND
WHEN TO SAY “GOODBYE.”

OUR LIVES ARE FILLED WITH “GOODBYES” AS WELL
AS "“HELLOS.” IN BIRTH, WE SAY “GOODBYE"” TO
THE WOMB, LATER THERE IS WEANING., THEN THE
"GOODBYE"” TO THE SECURITY OF THE HOME AS WE
BEGIN SCHOOL., THERE IS THE FIRST “GOODBYE"”
TO OUR OWN BED WHEN WE STAY OVERNIGHT AT
SOMEONE ELSE’S HOUSE. THERE ARE THE

“"GOODBYES” WE SAY TO VARIOUS OBJECTS WHICH
HAVE BECOME VERY IMPORTANT TO US AS CHILDREN,

THE PACIFIERS, THE SECURITY BLANKETS., THE
SPECIAL TOYS.,

WHEN WE LEAVE HOME FOR COLLEGE OR TO TAKE

A JOB, OR RENT OUR FIRST APARTMENT, WE ARE
SAYING "HELLO” TO SOMETHING NEW, BUT ALSO
"GOODBYE"” TO A FORMER WAY OF LIFE., THERE
MAY BE THE “GOODBYE"” INVOLVED IN THE BREAK-
UP OF OUR FIRST LOVE AFFAIR. IF WE CHOOSE
TO MARRY, THAT INVOLVES A DIFFERENT KIND OF
"GOODBYE” TO OUR FORMER WAY OF LIFE AND TO
THE FAMILY IN WHICH WE GREW UP., AND UNLESS
THAT “GOODBYE"” IS SAID PROPERLY, IT CAN
INTERFERE WITH OUR NEW FAMILY,

IN TODAY'S WORLD, MORE AND MORE PEOPLE MOVE
FROM ONE JOB TO ANOTHER AND FROM ONE PART
OF THE COUNTRY TO ANOTHER AND THIS MEANS

SAYING “GOODBYE” IN MANY WAYS., DIVORCE, THE
DEATH OF RELATIVES, FRIENDS, PARENTS, FACING




OUR OWN DEATH, ALL ARE A PART OF LEARNING
TO SAY “GOODBYE.”

EACH DAY WE SAY “GOODBYE"” TO THE PAST. WHEN

WE CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS, WE ARE SAYING “GOODBYE"
TO ANOTHER YEAR AND “HELLO"” TO A NEW YEAR.,

ONE REASON FOR NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATIONS IS

TO HAVE A WAY OF SAYING “GOODBYE"” TO AN OLD
YEAR, AS WELL AS "HELLO"” TO THE NEW ONE,

AFTER THE RESURRECTION, JESUS APPEARED TO

HIS DISCIPLES SEVERAL TIMES IN DIFFERENT WAYS,
IT WAS HIS WAY OF SAYING "GOODBYE” TO THEM,

IN THE SCRIPTURE READING FOR THIS MORNING
FROM THE 24TH CHAPTER OF LUKE, JESUS TELLS
HIS DISCIPLES “GOODBYE.” HE WILL NO LONGER
BE WITH THEM IN THE WAY THAT HE WAS,

BECAUSE OF THE RICH FELLOWSHIP THEY HAVE KNOWN
IS NO MORE, HE COMFORTS THEM, THERE WILL

BE NO MORE INTIMATE CONVERSATION WITH HIM

AS THEY WRESTLE WITH HIS PERSON AND MISSION,
NOW IT IS THEIR OPPORTUNITY TO WORK OUT THEIR
OWN SALVATION AND TO REALIZE THAT GOD IS AT
WORK IN THEM, HE TAKES TIME TO SAY “GOODBYE"”
SO THAT THEY MAY BE EASTER PEOPLE WITH

RESURRECTION IN THEIR EYES.

JESUS KNEW THAT UNTIL HE SAID “GOODBYE"” TO
THEM PROPERLY, AND THEY THEREFORE TO HIM--

THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO GET ON WITH THEIR
LIVES AND THE WORK THAT HE HAD LEFT THEM TO

DO, THE DISCIPLES HAD TO SAY "“GOODBYE" SO



THAT THEY WOULD NO LONGER BE DEPENDENT ON

HIM IN THE SAME WAY AS THEY HAD BEFORE HIS
DEATH AND RESURRECTION, FURTHERMORE, THERE
HAD NOT BEEN TIME FOR PROPER “GOODBYES"” RIGHT
BEFORE THE CRUCIFIXION, JESUS HAD BEEN
ARRESTED, PUT ON TRIAL, AND THE DISCIPLES
HAD FLED IN FEAR, THERE WAS SOME UNFINISHED
BUSINESS THAT HAD TO BE TAKEN CARE OF BEFORE
THEY COULD NOW GET ON WITH THEIR WORK,

SO TOO, FOR US. UNLESS PROPER "GOODBYES”

ARE SAID, WE ARE HINDERED IN GOING FORWARD
AND SAYING "HELLO"” TO THE NEW THAT IS WAITING

FOR US. A YOUNG WOMAN BREAKS UP WITH HER
BOYFRIEND AND HAS DIFFICULTY IN ESTABLISHING
NEW RELATIONSHIPS. A WIFE MOVES WITH HER
HUSBAND TO A NEW JOB LOCATION, BEGINS TO DRINK
HEAVILY AND PICKS UP MEN AT A NEARBY BAR,

A MOTHER WHOSE CHILDREN HAVE GROWN UP AND

LEFT HOME, EATS HERSELF INTO OBESITY. PROPER
"GOODBYES"” HAVE NOT BEEN CARRIED THROUGH,
"GOODBYES"” MUST BE SAID BEFORE WE CAN GET

ON WITH NEW “HELLOS” AND IF THE "GOODBYES”

ARE TOO ABRUPT, THEY MUST BE WORKED THROUGH,

A FEW YEARS AGO, A FAMILY CALLED TO TALK WITH
ME ABOUT A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY WHO HAD DIED
WHILE OVERSEAS IN ANOTHER COUNTRY. THE BODY

HAD BEEN CREMATED, AND NO KIND OF FUNERAL
OR MEMORIAL SERVICE HAD EVER BEEN HELD. IT
HAD BEEN OVER SIX MONTHS SINCE THE DEATH,

AND MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY FELT THAT SOME
UNFINISHED BUSINESS HAD NOT BEEN TAKEN CARE
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OF., | SUGGESTED THAT THE FAMILY MEMBERS

CHOOSE A DAY AND TIME WHEN WE COULD GATHER
TOGETHER IN THEIR HOME AND TOGETHER [ WOULD

LEAD THEM IN A MEMORIAL SERVICE., THIS WE

DID ONE SUNDAY AFTERNOON, I LED THEM IN

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF THE

ONE WHO HAD DIED, THEN VARIOUS FAMILY MEMBERS
TOOK TURNS TALKING ABOUT AND REMEMBERING INCIDENTS
FROM THE LIFE OF THE ONE WHO HAD DIED. THE

BRIEF SERVICE CLOSED WITH ANOTHER PRAYER,

[T WAS A "GOODBYE” EVENT. FOLLOWING THAT

SERVICE, MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY HAVE SINCE
TOLD ME THAT NOW THEIR LIVES COULD GO FORWARD

IN A WAY THAT HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE BEFORE.,

SO JESUS ARRANGED SOME “GOODBYE"” APPEARANCES
WITH HIS DISCIPLES AND THEN THEY SAW HIM NO
MORE, THEY DID NOT FORGET HIM, THEY NOW
WERE ABLE TO EXPERIENCE HIM IN A NEW WAY,

BUT FIRST THEY HAD TO SAY "GOODBYE" TO

EXPERIENCING HIM IN THE WAY THEY HAD
PREVIOUSLY. THEY WERE NOW READY TO MOVE ON

TO THE NEXT "HELLO.”

EACH OF US LIVES WITH “GOODBYES” THAT HAVE
TAKEN PLACE, BUT ARE NOT ACKNOWLEDGED BY US,
AND UNTIL WE SAY THEM AND ACT THEM OUT, WE
ARE NOT READY TO SAY “HELLO"” AND MOVE FORWARD,

THIS IS TRUE IN OUR SPIRITUAL LIVES AS WELL,
WE HAVE TO SAY “GOODBYE” TO FEAR TO SAY "HELLO"
TO COURAGE, WE NEED TO SAY "GOODBYE"” TO GREED

AND COVETOUSNESS BEFORE WE CAN SAY "HELLO"
TO GENEROSITY AND THANKFULNESS. WE NEED TO
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SAY “"GOODBYE” TO THE IDOLS WE WORSHIP, THE

FALSE GODS BEFORE WE CAN SAY "HELLO" TO (GOD.,
WE ARE TO BE BOTH "HELLO” AND “GOODBYE"” PEOPLE,

THIS MORNING--LOOK INTO YOUR OWN LIFE. WHAT
THINGS ARE LINGERING THERE THAT NEED SAYING

"GOODBYE” TO? AND THEN ALSO ASK--WHAT THINGS
ARE PRESENT NOW THAT I NEED TO WELCOME AND
ACCEPT AND SAY "“HELLO,”

AND THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT IN OUR "GOODBYES”
AND "HELLOS.,” WE MEET GOD WHO IS ALWAYS MAKING
ALL THINGS NEw! AMEN.



