
PALM SUNDAY1 MARCH 231 1986 

''THE JOURNEY TO Joy
n 

(No. 6 IN A SERIES: "ON THE ROAD WITH JESUS") 

LUKE 19:28-40 

DURING THIS SEASON OF LENT1 WE HAVE BEEN 

LOOKING AT LIFE AS A JOURNEYj AND AS A G.UIDE 

FOR OUR OWN LIFE--THE JOURNEYS OF JESUS. WE 

HAVE SEEN THAT AS JESUS LEFT HOME1 SO WE ALSO 

LEAVE HOME AND THAT IS NOT ALWAYS EASY, THEN 

AS WE TRAVEL LIFE'S JOURNEY, WE NEED TO BE 

CONTINUALLY DECIDING WHAT IS NECESSARY BAGGAGE 

AND WHAT IS EXCESS BAGGAGE. SOME OF US CONTINUE 

TO CARRY THE EXCESS BAGGAGE OF EARLIER CONFLICTS 

STILL UNRESOLVED. OR WE CARRY GRUDGES1 MISTAKES, 

OLD FEARS AND ANXIETIES THAT SH0ULD'VE BEEN 

LEFT BEHIND. BUT THERE IS ALSO NECESSARY 

BAGGAGE. WE NEED TO TAKE WITH US F0RGIVENESS1 

OPENNES.S TO NEW IDEAS AND NEW EXPERIENCES. 

WE NEED TO TAKE WITH US THE DESIRE TO GROW 

AND MATURE, AND THE EXPECTATION THAT WE WILL 

FI ND GOD I.N UN EXPECTED PLACES I 

IN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY AS WE FOLLOW JESUS, 

THERE ARE HIGHS AND L0WS1 MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCES 

AND VALLEYS OF NEED. No JOURNEY IS COMPLETELY 

SMOOTH FROM BEGINNING TO END. SOMETIMES THERE 

ARE HOLDING PATTERNS AND STOPPING PLACES THAT 

WE HADN'T PLANNED ON AND WE SIMPLY HAVE TO 

WAIT. AND THERE ARE DETOURS, CHANGES OF 
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DIRECTION IN OUR JOURNEY THAT WE HADN'T 
EXPECTED AND WE FIND OURSELVES IN A SUPRISING 
PLACE. 

No LIFE'S JOURNEY IS EVER TAKEN ALONE, THERE 
ARE ALWAYS FRIENDS ALONG THE WAY, As 1 LOOK 
BACK ON MY OWN LIFE'S JOURNEY1 I CAN SEE THAT 
IT IS THE FRIENDS THAT HAVE FREQUENTLY MEANT 
THE DIFFERENCE-�THAT HAVE TURNED MY JOURNEY 
INTO JOY, IT HAS OFTEN BEEN FRIENDS THAT 
HAVE HELPED ME CHANGE DIRECTIONS AND FRIENDS 
WHO HAVE CARRIED ME WHEN I STUMBLED. IT HAS 
ALSO BEEN FRIENDS WHO HAVE EDUCATED ME1 AND 

CORRECTED ME, IT'S ALWAYS MORE FUN TO TRAVEL 
WITH FRIENDS THAN TO TRAVEL ALONE. 

SOME OF LIFE'S JOURNEYS ARE FESTIVE AND FILLED 
WITH CELEBRATION1 WHILE OTHERS ARE SAD AND 
LACKING IN HOPE. 

THIS MORNING WE ARE GOING TO TRAVEL WITH JESUS 
ON HIS LAST JOURNEY AND ALTHOUGH THE JOURNEY 
LED IN THE END TO HIS ARREST1 TRIAL AND 
CRUCIFIXION--IT IS AT THE SAME TIME A JOURNEY 
TO JOY. 

WE ALL HAVE OUR FAVORITE TRIPS, MAYBE IT'S 
THE JOURNEY TO THE HOME WE CAME FROM AT 

CHRISTMAS OR ON SOME OTHER HOLIDAY, OR 

\_,; PERHAPS IT'S A JOURNEY TO A CHOSEN VACATION 
SPOT THAT WE HAVE VISITED YEAR AFTER YEAR, 
FOR THE PEOPLE IN JESUS 1 TIME1 IT WAS THE 
TRIP TO JERUSALEM TO CELEBRATE THE PASSOVER 

\ 
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FEASTJ ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT HOLIDAYS 
IN THE JEWISH CALENDAR. To TRULY CELEBRATE 
ITJ ONE HAD TO BE IN JERUSALEM) JUST AS TO 
TRULY EXPERIENCE THE MARDI GRASJ ONE NEEDS 
TO BE IN NEW ORLEANS) OR THE OCTOBER FEST) 
ONE NEEDS TO BE IN. MUN I CH I 

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE GOING TO JERUSALEM. 
IT WAS A LONG TRIP IN THOSE DAYS. THE EIGHTY­
MILE JOURNEY SOUTH TOOK THEM VIA THE JORDAN 
RIVER VALLEY TO SUNNY JERICHO) THE LAST HALTING 
STATION FOR PILGRIMS FROM THE NORTH COUNTRY 
.WHO TRAVELED TO JERUSALEM FOR THE GREAT JEWISH 
FESTIVALS, 

SINCE JERICHO LAY 825 FEET BELOW SEA LEVEL 
NEAR THE DEAD SEAJ WHILE JERUSALEM WAS PERCHED 
ON THE HILLY BACKBONE OF PALESTINE SOME 2500 

FEET ABOVE SEA LEVELJ JESUS' STATEMENT ABOUT 
GOING UP TO JERUSALEM WAS QUITE LITERALLY 
TRUE. 

UNDOUBTEDLY) THE ROADS LEADING UP TO JERUSALEM 
WERE CROWDED SINCE MANY OTHER PEOPLE WERE 
MAKING THE SAME TRIP TO THE FESTIVAL, FOR 
A MODERN DAY COMPARISON) THINK OF THE ROADS 
LEADING TO LINCOLN ON THE SATURDAY OF A HOME 
FOOTBA.LL GAME I 

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE AIMING FOR ONE 
OF THE EASTERN SUBURBS OF JERUSALEM, A LITTLE 

TOWN CALLED BETHANYJ WHICH WOULD SERVE AS 
THEIR LODGING PLACE AND BASE OF OPERATIONS 
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FOR THE COMING WEEK1 THERE WERE SEVERAL 

L IMPORTANl� REASONS FOR STAYING THERE RATHER 

THAN IN THE CAPITAL; FOR ONE THING, FINDING 
ACCO·MMODATIONS IN ·rHE HOLY c1·ry WOULD HAVE 
BE.EN NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE. JERUSALEM WHICH 
NORMALLY HAD A POPULATION OF 501 000 WAS AT 
LEAST TRIPLING IN SIZE BECAUSE OF THE VAST 
INFLUX OF PILGRIMS CELEBRATING THE PASSOVER, 
AND THE CITY WAS RINGED WITH TENTS. 

JESUS ALSO HAD CLOSE FRIENDS IN BETHANY AND 
HE COULD STAY WITH THEM, FROM THE VILLAGE 
TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WAS SCARCELY HALF 
AN HOUR'S WALK, THUS THE NIGHT BEFORE PALM 
SUNDAY, JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES STAYED WITH 
MARY) MARTHA AND LAZARUS IN BETHANY. HE SPENT 
ONE OF HIS LAST HAPPY NIGHTS THERE AT A DINNER 
PARTY GIVEN IN HIS HONOR BY HIS FRIENDS, IT 
WAS AT THAT PARTY THAT MARY ANNOINTED HIS 

FEET WITH SOME VERY EXPENSIVE OINTMENT IN 
A··GESTURE OF WORSHIP AND ADORATION AND THAT 
SAME OCCASION FOUND JUDAS GRUMBLING ABOUT 
THE WASTE OF IT ALL, "WHY WAS THIS OINTMENT 
NOT SOLD FOR THREE J�UNDRED DENARII AND THE 
PROCEEDS GIVEN ·ro THE POOR?" 

THEN ON EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, ON WHAT TODAY 
. . . 

WE STILL CALL PALM SUNDAY, JESUS MADE HIS 

ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM, THE WORD WAS OUT THAT 
HE WAS COMING AND EXPECTATIONS WERE HIGH, 
MAYBE HERE WAS THE LONG SOUGHT LEADER THAT 
COULD RESTORE ISRAEL TO 1·rs RIGHTFUL PLACE 
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AMONG THE NATIONS. So CROWDS STARTED GATHERING 
EARLY EVEN IN BETHANY FOR A GLIMPSE OF THE 
RABBI FROM GALILEE. THE TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY SHOUTING AND SINGING FROM 
THE THRONGS OF PEOPLE LINING THE SIDES OF 
THE ROAD. THEY THREW DOWN THEIR GARMENTS 
ON THE ROAD TO CUSHION HIS RIDE AS WELL AS 
TAKING PALM BRANCHES AND WAVING THEM. 

THE FESTIVITY ACCOMPANIED JESUS ALONG THE 
ENTIRE ROUTE DOWN THE MOUNT OF 0LIVES1 PAST 
THE GARDEN OF GETHESEMANE. THEY CROSSED THE 
BROOK OF KIDRON AND ENTERED JERUSALEM AND 
STILL THE CROWDS GATHERED AND SHOUTED. 

FOR A PRESENT-DAY IMPERFECT ANALOGY OF WHAT 
IT MUST'VE BEEN LIKE--THINK OF IT IN THESE 
TERMS. SUPPOSE THE NEBRASKA FOOTBALL TEAM 
HAD NOT HAD A WINNING SEASON FOR MORE THAN 
TWENTY YEARS. AND THEN ON THE DAY OF THE 
FIRST HOME GAME OF A NEW SEASON1 THE WORD 
WAS OUT THAT A NEW COACH WAS GOING TO RESTORE 
THE TEAM TO ITS FORMER GLORY, THIS NEW LEADER 
WOULD BE ENTERING THE STADIUM AND AS HE CAME 
ALONG THE STREETS1 THE CROWDS BEGAN TO SHOUT 
AND WAVE THEIR BIG RED BAN�JERS. �/,��/.� � w"l"'?j 

BUT WHAT DID IT ALL MEAN FOR JESUS? HAD HE 
ARRANGED FOR THE DONKEY BECAUSE HE WAS TIRED? 
HARDLY, IT WAS MORNING AND ON OTHER OCCASIONS 
HE WAS A TIRELESS WALKER, IT WAS A GESTURE 
OF HUMILITY, THE DONKEY WAS A COMMON BEAST 
OF BURDEN OF THE TIME IN CONTRAST TO THE 
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SUPERIOR HORSE OR GILDED CHARIOT USED IN ROMAN 
PARADES. FURTHERMORE1 THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH 
HAD FORETOLD THE ARRIVAL OF THE MESSIANIC 
KING IN JERUSALEM VIA THIS HUMBLE METHOD. 

EVEN THOUGH THE CROWD HAILED HIM AS A NEW 
LIBERATOR--SURELY JESUS KNEW THAT THEY HAD 
A DIFFERENT IDEA THAN HE HAD OF WHAT KIND 
OF SAVIOR HE WAS GOING TO BE. HE WAS GOING 
TO BRING VICTORY1 BUT NOT THE KIND OF VICTORY 
THE PEOPLE HAD IN MIND. YET HE DID NOT TRY 
TO DAMPEN OR SQUELCH THEIR ENTHUSIASM 1 EVEN 
THOUGH SOME OF HIS CRITICS SUGGESTED THAT 

HE TELL THE CROWD TO BE QUIET. 

RATHER1 HE LET THE CELEBRATION AND THE FESTIVITY 
CONTINUE. IN FACT 1 HE WENT ON TO SAY1 "I 

TELL YOU IF THESE WERE SILENT1 THE VERY STONES 
WOULD CRY OUT, " SOMETIMES ENTHUSIASM AND 
FESTIVITY SHOULD NOT BE SILENCED EVEN THOUGH 
THOSE .E�JGAGING It� THE CELEBRATION MAY BE 
PARTIALLY MISTAKEN IN THEIR UNDERSTANDING 
OF WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN. 

THIS MORNINGJ ON THIS PALM SUNDAY1 WE WANT 
TO LOOK MORE CLOSELY AT THE FESTIVITY OF 
JESUS' JOURNEY AND IN OUR OWN LIFE'S JOURNEY 
AS WELL, WE WANT TO ASK AND ANSWER THE 

QUESTION -- WHY DID JESUS WANT THE FESTIVITY 

TO CONTINUE EVEN THOUGH HE KNEW THAT IN A 

FEW DAYS MOST OF THE CROWD WOULD TURN AGAINST 

HIM? 
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1. FIRST OF ALLJ JESUS DID NOT ATTEMPT TO 
QUIET THE CELEBRATION BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT 
ALL OF US NEED, IN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY TIMES 
OF FESTIVITY, JOURNEYS TO JOY, THERE ARE 
TIMES, AS JESUS SAID, IF WE WERE QUIET, THE 
VERY STONES WOULD CRY OUT, THE JEWISH RELIGION 
AND OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH ARE FILLED WITH FESTIVALS 
AND CELEBRATIONS, IT'S OUR WAY OF EXPRESSING 
JOY IN GOD'S GOOD CREATION, 

ONE DEFINITION OF FESTIVITY IS THIS: "FESTIVITY 
IS A SOCIALLY APPROVED OCCASION FOR THE EXPRESSION 
OF FEELINGS THAT ARE NORMALLY REPRESSED OR 

NEGLECTED, n AND ALL FESTIVITY, INCLUDING 
RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS, HAS SEVERAL ESSENTIAL 
INGREDIENTS. ONE OF THESE IS CONSCIOUS EXCESS. 
WE nOVERDO" IT ON PURPOSE. WE LIVE IT UP. 
WE STAY UP LATER THAN USUAL; WE SHOUT LOUDER, 
WE EAT MORE, WE LET OURSELVES GO. PERHAPS 
WE LAUGH OR CRY OR BOTH. SOMETIMES WE WEAR 
THINGS THAT WOULD BE STARED AT CURIOUSLY OR 
DISAPPROVINGLY ON MOST OCCASIONS. AGAINJ 
THINK OF SOME OF THE UNUSUAL RED CLOTHING 
WORN ON FOOTBALL SATURDAYS. 

THE POINT IS
J

FESTIVITY PROVIDES A SHORT 
VACATION FROM CONVENTION. THUS ON PALM 
SUNDAY, THE PEOPLE IN A MOOD OF CELEBRATION 

THREW THEIR GARMENTS ON THE ROAD AND TORE 
PALM BRANCHES FROM THE TREES. THEY WERE 

EXCESSIVE IN THEIR ENTHUSIASM. 

FESTIVITY IS A WAY OF SAYING "YES" TO LIFE. 
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JESUS) IN HIS OWN TIME1 WAS KNOWN AS A 
WINEBIBBER AND A GLUTTON. HE LIKED FESTIVALS 
AND PARTIES. 

THERE ARE ALL KINDS OF FESTIVALS. SOMETIMES 
WE CELEBRATE BECAUSE OF SOMETHING THAT HAS 
HAPPENED 1 LIKE A NEW JOB1 OR A DIPLOMA1 OR 
WE MAY CELEBRATE SOMETHING THAT IS STILL ONLY 
HOPED FOR. IT MAY EVEN BE A CELEBRATION ;m;r 
OCCURS IN SPITE OF SOMETHING THAT HAS HAPPENED 
OR THAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN. SOMETIMES WE 
NEED TO AFFIRM LIFE. DESPITE THE FACTS OF 
FAILURE AND DEATH, IN FACTJ THE ABILITY TO 

CELEBRATE WITH REAL ABANDON IS OFTEN FOUND 
AMONG PEOPLE WHO ARE NO STRANGERS TO PAIN 
AND OPPRESSION. 

THUS I BELIEVE THAT JESUS KNEW THAT FESTIVITY 
AND THE JOY WHICH ACCOMPANIES IT IS NOT ONLY 
WORTHWHILE IN ITSELF1 IT IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL 
TO HUMAN LIFE. FESTIVALS ENABLE US TO RELATE 
OURSELVES TO THE PAST. THEY HELP US APPRECIATE 
AND ENJOY THE PRESENT1 AND THEY GIVE US HOPE 
FOR THE FUTURE. 

THE FESTIVAL) THE SPECIAL TIME WHEN ORDINARY 
CHORES ARE SET ASIDE WHILE WE CELEBRATE SOME 
EVENT1 AFFIRMS THE SHEER GOODNESS OF WHAT 
IS. AND FESTIVALS HELP US INCORPORATE INTO 

OUR OWN LIVES THE JOYS OF OTHER PEOPLE AND 
THE EXPE·RIENCE OF PREVIOUS GENERATIONS; THE 
PAST) THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE ARE ALL 

CONNECTED. IN ADDITION1 FESTIVALS MAKE US 



• 

9 

MORE AWARE OF OUR CONNECTIONS WITH EACH OTHER. 

THUS ANOTHER INGREDIENT OF FESTIVITY} IN 
ADDITION TO EXCESS} IS THAT WE CELEBRATE WITH 
OTHERS. HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO TRULY CELEBRATE 
A FESTIVAL ALL BY YOURSELF? IN A TIME OF 
FEST.IVITYJ YOU WANT AND YOU NEED TO BE WITH 
OTHERS. OTHERWISE IT DOES NOT SEEM LIKE A 
CELEBRATION. 

WHO WANTS TO BE ALL ALONE ON CHRISTMAS? OR 
THANKSGIVING? OR EASTER? OR ON YOUR BIRTHDAY? 
OR ON THE 4TH OF JULY? FESTIVALS ARE, BY 

THEIR VERY NATURE} COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND/OR 
FAMILY CELEBRATIONS. 

JESUS KNEW THAT ONE'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE 
WOULD BE DULL WITHOUT FESTIVITY. THAT'S WHY 
IT IS SO UNIVERSAL IN HUMAN LIFE, WE HUMAN 
BEINGS ARE BY OUR VERY NATURE CREATURES WHO 
NOT ONLY WORK AND THINK AND SLEEPJ BUT WE 
ARE PEOPLE WHO SINGJ DANCEJ PRAYJ TELL STORIES 
AND CELEBRATE! 

No·cuLTURE IS WITHOUT IT. AFRICAN PYGMIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN PRIMITIVES FROLIC IN HONOR 
OF THE EQUINOX. HINDUS REVEL AT HOLi. MosLEMS 
FEAST AFTER THE LONG FAST OF RAMADAN, IN 

SOME SOCIETIES} THE PRINCIPAL FESTIVAL COMES 
AT HARVEST OR WHEN THE MOON REACHES A PARTICULAR 
POSITION. IN OTHERSJ THE ANNIVERSARY OF SOME 
EVENT IN THE LIFE OF THE CULTURE OR THE NATION 

\ 
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SUPPLIES THE CAUSE FOR JUBILATION. ALL PROVIDE 

AN OCCASION FOR SINGING OLD SONGSJ SALUTING 

HEROES) AND REAFFIRMING NEW AND OLD ASPIRATIONS. 

WHEN FESTIVITY DISAPPEARS FROM A CULTURE SOMETHING 

UNIVERSALLY HUMAN IS LOST. 

2. SECONDLY) JESUS KNEW THAT ALL OF US NEED 

FESTIVITY IN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY BECAUSE IT 

HAS A PROFOUNDLY RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE. THE 

RELIGIOUS PERSON IS ONE WHO GRASPS HIS OR 

HER OWN LIFE WITHIN A LARGER HISTORICAL AND 

COSMIC SETTING. To BE TRULY RELIGIOUS IS 

TO SEE OURSELVES AS PART OF A GREATER WHOLEJ 

AS PART OF THE LONG HISTORY OF THE HUMAN RACE 

IN WHICH WE NOW PLAY A PART. FESTIVITY WITH 

ITS SONGSJ RITUAL AND STORY CONNECT US TO 

OUR HISTORY. IT PLACES US SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 

THE BEGINNING OF CREATION AND THE END OF 

HISTORY. FESTIVALS GIVE US A PAST AND A 

FUTURE, 

FOR JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES AND ESPECIALLY 

FOR THOSE CROWDS ALONG THE ROADJ THE FESTIVAL 

OF THE PASSOVER RECALLED THEIR HISTORY) THEIR 

FREEDOM FROM SLAVERY IN EGYPT AND REMINDeTHEM 

OF GOD'S CONTINUED PRESENCE WITH THEM ALL 

THROUGH HISTORY. IT HELPED REMIND THEM OF 

WHO THEY WEREJ WHERE THEY CAME FROMJ AND 

THEREFORE GAVE THEM HOPE FOR THE FUTURE, 

THERE ARE FESTIVALS IN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY 

WHICH ARE SO IMPORTANT THAT AS JESUS SAIDJ 

IF WE WERE TO KEEP QUIETJ THE VERY STONES 
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WOULD CRY OUT, 

So IN YOUR JOURNEY THROUGH LIFEJ DO NOT NEGLECT 
THE JOURNEYS TO JOY. FESTIVITY IS ONE OF 
GOD'S GIFTS TO US. FESTIVITY IS NOT JUST 
A LUXURY IN LIFE. IT PROVIDES THE OCCASION 
FOR US TO RE-ESTABLISH OUR PROPER RELATION 
TO TIMEJ HISTORY AND ETERNITYJ OUR RELATIONSHIP 
TO OTHERSJ AND MOST IMPORTANTLY TO GOD. AMEN. 


