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"THE JOURNEY AWAY FROM HOME� 

(No .. 1 IN A SERIES: "ON THE ROAD WITH JESUS") 
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GOOD METAPHORS ARE NOT EASY TO FIND, BUT 
W·HEN-· WE FI ND AN APPROPRIATE ONEJ . IT CAN 
BE A TREMENDOUS AID IN OUR UNDERSTANDING, 
IT GIVES US A FRAMEWORK OR A PATTERN FOR 
INTERPRETATION .. To THINK OF LIFE AS A 
JOURNEY IS SUCH A METAPHOR, WHEN AN 

INDIVIDUAL IS BORN INTO THIS WORLDJ HE OR 
SHE IS BEGINNING A JOURNEYJ A JOURNEY T -HROUGH 
LIFE AND A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME. WE .HAVE 
OUR OUTWARD JOURNEYS AS WE GROW AND CONTINUE 
TO MATURE AND OUR INWARD JOURNEYS. 

DURING THIS SEASON OF LENTJ WE ARE GOING 
TO. BE LOOKING AT -OUR OWN LIFE'S JOURNEY 
BY LOOKING AT THE JOURNEYS OF JESUS. WE 
ARE GOING TO BE "ON THE ROAD WITH JESUS" 
AS HE LEAVES HIS HOMEJ AS HE TRAVELS FROM 
NAZARETH TO JERIC.HOJ BACK TO NAZARETHJ TO 
CAPERNAUMJ TO JERSUSALEMJ TO BETHANYJ AND 
BACK TO JERUSALEM DURING HOLY WEEK AND 
FINALLY TO HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION. WE 
WILL MEET SOME OF THE PEOPLE THAT JESUS 
MET ALONG THE WAYJ ENCOUNTER SOME OF HIS 
DIFFICULTIES AND SUCCESSES. WE WILL ALSO 
TRAVEL WITH HIM IN HIS SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
WHICH IS AS IMPORTANT AS HIS OUTWARD JOURNEYS. 



AND THIS WILL GIVE US A CHANCE TO EXAMINE 
OUR OWN SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS. 
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ALL JOU.RNEYS HAVE A NUMBER OF THINGS IN 
COMMON. THEY ARE NOT ALWAYS SMOOTH. THERE 
ARE DELAYSJ STOPS AND STARTSJ UNEXPECTED 
EVENTS AND OTHER SURPRISES, MOST OF US 
TAKE ALONG SOME NECESSARY BAGGAGEJ AND AT 
TIMES EXCESS BAGGAG·E. IN FACTJ GOOD ADVICE 
FOR ANY JOURNEY IS TRAVEL LIGHT�-DON'T TAKE 
TOO MUCH BAGGAGE. THIS IS ALSO GOOD ADVICE 
FOR OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY. HERE'S A STORY 
ABOUT .EXCESS BAGGAGE, 

IN HIS LATEST BOOKJ "TAKE Bus 9 TO PARADISEJ 
A LOVING VoYAGEJ" LEO BUSCAGLIAJ TELLS ABOUT 
SITTING WITH A DESPONDENT FRIEND WHOSE HUSBAND 
HAD LEFT HER WITH THE CASUALNESS OF ONE 
TAKING OFF ON A HOLIDAY CRUISE, HE WAS 
HOPING THAT HE COULD STILL HAVE A FRIENDSHIP 
WITH HIS WIFE ANDJ OF COURSEJ UNLIMITED 
VISITING PRIVILEGES WITH HIS CHI.LDREN,. 

HIS WI.FE HAD OTHER IDEAS, SHE WAS BITTERJ 
HURT AND VINDICTIVE. HE HAD SHATTERED HER 
SELF-ESTEEM AND BROKEN UP THE FAMILY. IN 
NO WAY WAS SHE ABOUT TO MAINTAIN A FRIENDSHIP 
WITH HIM, IN FACTJ SHE WAS QUICK TO CALL 
HIM A RODENT AND SEVERAL EXPLETIVES BUSCAGLIA 
HAD NEVER HEARD HER USE BEFORE, 

. . 

SHE TURNED TO BUSCAGLIA FOR HELP. SHE 
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COULDN'T SEEM TO STOP CRYING, SHE'D LOST 
INTEREST IN HER HOME AND HER CHILDREN, 
THOUGH SHE CONTINUED TO WORKJ SHE FOUND 
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THAT ALWAYS BEING SO UPSET AND DISTRACTED 
CAUSED HER TO BE NEGATIVE IN HER INTERACTIONS 
WITH OTHERS, SHE SNAPPED AT F.RIENDS� BECAME 
IMPATIENT WITH CO-WORKERS IN TH·E OFFICE 
AND FOUND HERSELF SHOUTING AT THE CHILDREN. 

SHE CONTINUED TO FIND ENDLESS REASONS FOR 
HATING HER EX-HUSBAND1 BUT SHE ALSO BEGAN 
TO HATE HERSELF IN THE PROCESS, SHE WAS 
FILLED WITH REGRETS AND SELF-RECRIMINATIONS. 
SHE WAS CERTAIN THAT IF S.HE HAD DONE MORE 
FOR HIM--MADE HERSELF MORE ATTRACTIVE1 KEPT 
A BETTER HOME--SHE WOULDN'T HAVE LOST HIM 
AND THE CHILDREN WOULD STILL HAVE A FATHER, 

BUSCAGLIA SAYS ·IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR HIM 
TO HELP HER. No AMOUNT OF TEARS OR REGRETS 
WERE GOING TO BRING BACK HER HUSBAND OR 
REVITALIZE THE DEAD MARRIAGE. 

THERE WAS NO EASY SOLUTION. DAMAGED SELF­
ESTEEM TAKES A LONG TIME TO HEAL. SHE COULD 
NOT) HOWEVERJ CONTINUE IN HER PRESENT STATE, 
DESPAIR WAS ALREADY TAKING ITS TOLL. 

0 COURSE1 .THERE WERE MANY THINGS SHE COULD 
DO� SHE COULD FINALLY FACE THE FACT THAT 
LIFE'S JOURNEY DOES GO ON, SHE WAS STILL 
YOUNG1 ATTRACTIVE AND CAPABLE, So BUSCAGLIA 

SUGGESTED THAT SHE MIGHT ACCEPT THE SITUATION1 



FORGIVE HER HUSBAND FOR HIS ACTIONS AND 
HERSELF FOR WHATEVER PART SHE MIGHT HAVE 
UNCONSCIOUSLY PLAYED IN HIS DECISION) AND 
THEN CONTINUE ON HER OWN LIFE'S JOURNEY. 
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MUCH OF HER PAIN WAS BASED ON THE FACT THAT 
SHE WAS TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR HER 
HUSBAND'S ACTS. BUT SHE SAIDJ "FORGIVE 
HIM? ARE YOU CRAZY? I'D DIE FIRST. I'LL 

. 
' 

F .IND A WAY SOM·EDAY TO GET EVEN WITH HIM. 
I'LL FIND A WAY TO HURT HIM LIKE HE HURT 
ME."  SHE REFUSED TO LET G.O OF HER ANGER 
AND HATE. 

HER HUSBAND WAS OFF CELEBRATING A NEW LIFE 

L WITH NEW POSSIBILITIES AND A NEW PERSON) 

NONE OF WHICH SHE HAD ANY CONTROL OVER. 
SHE J ON THE OTHER HANDJ WAS DROWNING IN 
DESPAIR. MOST OF US HAVE LEARNED FROM 
EXPERIENCE THAT NOT TO FO.RGIVE HURTS US 
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE. GRUDGES ARE PART 
OF THAT EXCESS BAGGAGE WE CARRY ON OUR 
LIFE'S JOURNEY AND THEY WEIGH US DOWN AND 
CONTINUE TO CREATE BITTERNESS AND SUSPICION 
AND DESPAIR. THERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT 
NEED TO BE LEFT BEHIND ON OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY. 

Now LET'S BEGIN TO LOOK AT THE JOURNEY OF 
JESUS 

ONE OF JESUS' FIRST MAJOR STEPS IN HIS 
JOURNEYJ AS IN OURS) WAS THAT OF LEAVING 
HOME. IT BEGINS IN A NUMBER OF SMALL WAYS, 
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WE BEGIN TO LEAVE HOME WHEN WE BEGIN TO 

THINK OF OURSELVES. WE BEGIN TO LEAVE HOME 

WHEN WE HAVE SECRETS FROM OUR PARENTS) AND 

WHEN WE WANT TO BE ALONE. IT'S ALL PART 

OF GROWING UP AND BEING A PART OF THE JOURNEY 

OF LIFE. 

IN OUR TIMEJ IT ALSO BEGINS WHEN A CHILD 

GOES TO A DAY-CARE CENTER) OR LATER TO A 

PRE-SCHOOL AND THE .N ON TO KIN.DERGARTENJ 

FIRST GRADE AND THROUGH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

AND HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLE-GE. 

No MOMENT IN THE LIFE OF A PARENT IS MORE 

AWESOME THAN WHEN A CHILD BEGINS TO LEAVE 

HOME PHYSICALLY FOR THE FIRST TIMEJ AND 

AS YOU WATCH THEM WALK AWAY YOU WONDER: 

"HAVE I PREPARED THIS ONE ADEQUATELY FOR 

ALL HE OR SHE WILL FACE?" 

JESUS UNDOUBTEDLY WENT TO A SYNAGOGUE SCHOOL 

AND HIS PARENTS HAD THE SAME DOUBTS) THOUGHTS 

AND FEAR AS DO ALL PARENTS. LATER WHEN 

HE WAS TWELVE) . THEY TOOK HIM TO JERUSALEM 

AND HE STAYED BEHIND FOR A FEW DAYS WITHOUT 

THEIR CONSENT OR KNOWLEDGE. LIKE ALL OF 

USJ JESUS BEGAN EARLY TO LEARN THINGS FROM 

OTHERS AS WELL AS HIS PARENTS. THAT TOO 

IS PART OF LEAVING HOME ON OUR LIFE'S 

JOURNEY. 

IN OUR TIME) GOING AWAY TO COLLEGE IS ANOTHER 

MAJOR LEAVING HOME EVENT) ESPECIALLY WHEN 
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ONE GOES TO A UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE 
GEOGRAPHICALLY AWAY FROM HOME. I REMEMBER 
THE KNOT IN MY STOMACH EACH TIME WE LEFT 
ONE OF OUR CHILDREN IN THE COLLEGE DORMITORY 
FOR THE FIRST TIME AND ROWENA AND I DROVE 
HOME ALONE. NOTHING IS THE SAME AFTER THAT. 
AND THEN IF ONE'S CHILD GETS MARRIEDJ THAT'S 
ANOTHER KIND OF LEAVING HOME. 

THE POINT IS THAT WE ALL BEGIN LEAVING HOME 
IN MANY LITTLE WAYS AT A VERY EARLY AGE 
AND IT'S PART OF THE PARENT'S JOB TO HELP 
AND GUIDE THIS PROCESS ALONG. IT'S A 
NECESSARY PART OF LIFE'S JOURNEY. AND 
THERE ARE ALWAYS TH-INGS TO BE LEFT BEHIND. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT INDICATES THAT JESUS WAS 
ABOUT 30 YEARS OLD WHEN HE PHYSICALLY LEFT 
HOME. WE ARE NOT TOLD IN THE BIBLE HOW 
CERTAIN JESUS WAS ABOUT HIS MISSION IN LIFE 
AT THE TIME. WE DON'T KNOW WHERE HE WAS 
IN HIS SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. WE DO KNOW THAT 
HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP AS A FAITHFUL JEW; 
THAT HE KNEW THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
QUITE WELLJ AND THAT HE TOOK HIS RELIGIOUS 
FAITH SERIOUSLY, "Tlr4f k__ -fdr>!c w,7' hi"'- fr,,.__ /,,_d'IN, 

AT THE SAME TIMEJ LIKE MOST YOUNG PEOPLE� 
THEN AND N·owJ HE HAD STRUGGLED WITH SUCH 

L QUESTIONS AS: SHOULD HE REMAIN IN NAZARETH 
AND MAKE HIS LIVING IN HIS FATHER'S BUSINESS 
AS A CARPENTER? ORAL TRADITION HOLDS THAT 

JOSEPH DIED WHEN JESUS HIMSELF WAS NINETE·EN 
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YEARS OLD. WE ARE LED TO THINK THAT JESUS 
THEN ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SUPPORT 
OF HIS MOTHER AND HI·S BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

. UN.TIL THEY COULD MAKE IT ON THEIR OWN1 

So IT IS THAT IN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY) WE 
ARE SOMETIMES HELD BACK FOR A TIME BECAUSE 
OF CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. OUR 
LIFE'S JOURNEYS DO NOT ALWAYS GO ACCORDING 
TO OUR OWN SCHEDULE, THERE ARE STARTS AND 
STOPS) HILLS AND VALLEYS. 

JESUS WAS LIKE ALL OF US IN THAT AS HE GREW 
UP THERE WERE A NUMBER OF INFLUENCES THAT 
ENTERED HIS LIFE--SOME THAT HIS PARENTS 
AGREED WITHJ AND PERHAPS SOME THEY DID NOT 
AGREE WITH, HE WAS ALSO INFLUENCED BY HIS 
PARENTS AND BY THE RABBIS WHO TAUGHT HIM, 

THEN JOHN THE · BAPTIST APPEARED AS A NEW 
PROPHET DECLARING THAT THE PROM.I SED KINGDOM 
OF GOD WAS CLOSE AT HAND. THE MESSAGE. 
REACHED JERUSALEM) BUT ALSO WAS HEARD AS 
FAR AWAY AS THE TOWNS IN RUSTIC GALILEEJ 
INCLUDING JESUS' HOMETOWN OF NAZARETH. 
JESUS WAS ATTRACTED TO THIS NEW MESSAGE, 

SOME BIBLICAL SCHOLARS SUGGEST THAT JESUS 
LEFT HIS HOMETOWN AND HIS FAMILY AND TRADE 

\_/ IN ORDER TO JOIN THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 
LED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST. HE DETECTED IN 
THE MESSAGE OF JOHN SOMETHING THAT APPEALED 
TO HIS DEEPEST RELIGIOUS FEELINGS. CERTAINLY 
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JESUS HAD HIS OWN IDEAS ABOUT WHAT WAS 

L LACKING IN THE JEWISH RELIGION AS IT WAS 
ADMINISTERED ·BY THE PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES 
IN JERUSALEM, IT WAS SPIRITUAL HUNGER THAT 
LED HIM ON HIS JOURNEY. AND IT IS NOT AT 
ALL CERTAIN THAT HIS DECISION TO LEAVE HOME 
AND FAMILY WON THEIR AMIABLE CONSENT, 

IT IS SPIRITUAL HUNGER THAT OFTEN LEADS 
US ON OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY AS WELL, WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MORE IN LIFE THAN 
WE CAN GET SIMPLY BY STAY.ING HOME., AND 
LIKE JESUS AND HIS FAMILYJ IN OUR TI.ME SOME 
OF THE BIGGEST DIFFICULTIES WE FACE IN OUR 
LIFE'S JOURNEY HAS TO DO WITH WHAT OUR 
FAMILY THINKS WE SHOULD DO AND WHAT WE 
THINK WE SHOULD DO.. YET IN THE FINAL 
ANALYSISJ EACH OF US HAS TO DECIDE THE 
DIR·ECTION OF HIS OR HER LIFE'S JOUR��EY. 
THUS LEAVING HOME IS NOT ALWAYS EASY. 

IT CAN BE MADE EASIERJ HOWEVERJ WHEN THOSE 
AT HOME HELP TO PREPARE US FOR OUR OWN 
LIFE'S JOURNEY AND THIS IS DONE WITH THE 
PROPER KIND OF LOVE. WHEN WE ARE LOVED 
IN THE RIGHT WAYJ THE PEOPLE WHO LOVE US 
WANT US TO BE WHAT WE AREJ NOT WHAT THEY 
ARE, . THEY REJOICE IN THE FACT THAT WE ARE 
GROWING WITH OUR IDEASJ OUR DREAMSJ OUR 
UNIQUENESSJ OUR FUTURE. THEY WANT US TO 
BE INDEPENDENT AND FREEJ NOT SUBMISSIVE 
AND AFRAID, THEY ENCOURAGE RISK BECAUSE 

THEY UNDERSTAND THAT BY RISKING WE CONTIN·UE 
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TO GROW. 

SOON AFTER LEAVING HOMEJ JESUS WAS BAPTIZED 
BY JOHN THE BAPTISTJ AND IT WAS ONE OF MANY 
RELIGIOUS HIGH POINTS IN HIS LIFE. I T  GAVE 
HIM A NEW SENSE OF SELF-IDENTITYJ AND A 
NEW SENSE OF DIRECTION FOR HIS JOURNEY, 
IT WAS A ROAD-MARKER ON HIS JOURNEY, 

BUT G.OD NEVER LAYS OUT THE COMPLETE JOURNEY 
FOR US TO SEE AHEAD OF TIME •. GOD MAY KNOW 
WHERE THE JOURNEY IS GOING TO LEAD USJ BUT 
WE DO NOT, ALL WE CAN KNOW IS THAT GOD 
IS WITH US AND GENTLY LEADING US AND SOMETIMES 
CARRYING US, THE JOURNEY OF LIFE IS THEREFORE 
NOT LIKE SOME OTHER TRIPS WE TAKE WHERE 
WE CAN PLAN OUT THE ITINERARY IN GREAT 
DETAIL AHEAD OF TIME AND STICK TO IT 
EXACTLY. WE MAY PLAN OUR LIFE'S JOURNEY 
VERY CAREFULLYJ BUT THEN WE FIND ALONG THE 
WAY DETOURSJ HOLDING PATTERNS AND EVEN 
CHANGES OF DESTINATION. 

AND OUR JOURNEYS ARE NOT WITHOUT THEIR 
TEMPTATIONS, 
DISCOVERED. 

THIS IS WHAT JESUS QUICKLY 
FOLLOWING THE HIGH RELIGIOUS 

EXPERIENCE OF BAPTISM AND OF HEARING Goo 

SPEAK TO HIM IN A NEW WAY--JESUS ENTERED 
A PERIOD OF INTENSE STRUGGLEJ TEMPTATION 
AND DOUBT, 

WHAT DIRECTION SHOULD HIS LIFE TAKE NOW? 

How SHOULD HE USE GOD'S POWER THAT HE HAD 



so INTENSELY EXPERIENCED? How SHOULD HE 

USE THE GIFTS THAT GOD HAD GIVEN HIM? 

AMONG OTHER THINGS HE WAS TEMPTED TO BE 
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THE KIND OF LEADER WHO WOULD TRY TO SATISFY 

ALL THE MATERIAL WANT-S OF HIS PEOPLE. THE 

SECOND TEMPTATION FOLLOWED NATURALLY--BY 

SO DOING HE COULD QUICKLY OBTAIN MANY 

FOLLOWERS AND IF HE PLAYED HIS HAND RIGHTJ 

COULD BECOME A VERY POWERFUL POLITICAL 

LEADER--MAYBE EVEN RULE THE WORLD. AND 

THEN THE MOST SUBTLE TEMPTATION OF ALL-­

TEST GOD TO SEE IF GOD WAS TRULY WITH HIM, 

So IN SUMMARYJ WHAT DOES THE BEGINNING OF 

JESUS' JOURNEY HAVE TO SAY TO US ABOUT OUR 

OWN LIFE'S JOURNEYS? 

1. ALTHOUGH OUR JOURNEYS THROUGH LIFE VARYJ 

WE HAVE TO LEAVE HOME AT SOME TIME OR ANOTHER 

AND BEGIN OUR OWN JOURNEY, AND THAT IS 

NOT ALWAYS EASY TO DO, THOSE OF US WHO 

ARE PARENTS CAN HELP THAT HAPPENJ WITH THE 

RIGHT KIND OF LOVE. 

2, DECIDE WHAT IS NECESSARY BAGGAGE FOR 

THE JOURNEY AND WHAT IS EXCESS BAGGAGE. 

SOME PEOPLE LEAVE HOME AND CARRY THE EXCESS 

BAGGAGE OF EARLIER CONFLICTS WITH THEIR 

PARENTS OR OTHERS WITH 

IS TOO HEAVY TO CARRY. 

WE CONTINUE TO PICK UP 

THEMJ AND THE LOAD 

THROUGHOUT LIFE 

EXCESS BAGGAGE AND 

THEREFORE THROUGHOUT LIFE WE NEED TO LET 

\ 
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IT GO, IF WE CONTINUE TO TRAVEL AN INWARD 
SPIRITUAL JOURNEYJ THEN IT'S EASIER TO SORT 
OUT THE EXCESS BAGGAGE FROM THE NECESSARY 
BAGGAGE 

3. ON OUR JOURNEY WE HAVE TO BE CONTINUALLY 
DECIDING HOW WE ARE GOING TO USE THE GIFTS 
THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. THERE ARE COURSE 
CORRECTIONS THAT CONTINUALLY NEED TO BE 
MADE ALONG THE WAY. 

I HAVE ALWAYS LIKED THE STORY THAT RABBI 
JOSEPH LIEBERMANN TELLSJ OF DREAMING ONE 
NIGHT THAT HE HAD DIED AND STOOD BEFORE 
THE JUDGE OF ALL CREAT·ION. IN .THE DREAM 
HE WAS NOT ASKEDJ 

nWHY WEREN'T YOU MOSES 
OR JACOB OR DAVID OR SOLOMON.?n HE WAS 
RATHER ASKEDJ nWHY WEREN'T YOU RABBI 
LIEBERMANN? n THIS IS THE HIGHEST CHALLENGE 
ON THE JOURNEY OF LI·FE--TO LET OUR PARTICULAR 
LIGHT SHINEJ NO MATTER WHAT OTHERS MAY WANT 
OR NEEDJ SO THAT THE WORLD MAY SEE WHAT 
GOD HAS CREATED AND GIVE GLORY TO GOD. 

JESUS' JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE WAS GUIDED B.Y 
THAT CHALLENGE AS OURS SHOULD BE, HE LIVED 
IT DAY BY DAY. HE WAS CERTAINLY NO STRANGER 
TO THE PRESSURE OF HAVING OTHER PEOPLE WANTING 
HIM TO BE AND DO CERTAIN THINGS. 

LIKE RABBI LIEBERMANN, I THINK THAT THE 

ONE QUESTION I SHALL BE ASKED AT MY ·JOURNEY'S 

END WILL BEJ "WHAT DID YOU DO WITH THE GIFTS 
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I GAVE YOU AT BIRTH AND THROUGHOUT YOUR 
LIFE AS YOU CONTINUED TO GROW AND MATURE?" 
Goo WILL NOT ASK M�, "WHY WEREN'T YOU BILLY 
GRAHAM OR ROBERT SCHULLER OR ANYONE ELSE?" 

I LIKE WHAT ONE VERY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS 
AND POLITICAL LEADER SAID TO ME ONE DAY 
IN HIS OWN WORDS ABOUT THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 
"OTIS, I THINK I'VE GOT IT JUST ABOUT FIGURED 
OUT WHAT. GOD IS GOING TO ASK EACH ONE OF 
US AT THE END OF TH IS LI FE'S JOURNEY--TH·ERE 
WILL BE TWO QUESTIONS--FIRST GOD WILL ASK, 
'WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH ALL I'VE GIVEN 

YOU?' THAT'S THE EASY ONEJ .AND THE SECO·ND 
IS TOUGHER, 'WHO DID YOU DO IT FOR?'" 

THINK ABOUT THOSE QUESTIONS AS YOU CONTINUE 
IN YOUR OWN LIFE'S JOURNEY. AMEN. 


