
SUNDAY) FEBRUARY 2J 1986 

"THE AUCTION AND THE BIDDERS" 

MARK 8:34-37 

I CORINTHIANS 6:19-20 

MOST OF US I SUPPOSE HAVE ATTENDED AN AUCTION, 

As A LITTLE BOY GROWING UP AND THEN LATER 

AS A YOUNG TEENAGER) I WENT ALONG WITH MY 

DAD TO MANY SALES THAT WERE· AUCTIONS, Us·UALLY 

IN MY CHILDHOOD SUCH SALES WERE HELD WHEN 

A FARMER WAS SELLING OUT HIS LIVESTOCK) FARM 

MACHINERY AND OTHER ASSORTED ITEMS BECAUSE 

HE WAS GOING OUT OF BUSINESS) OR MAYBE THE 

FARMER HAD DIED AND HIS HEIRS WERE LIQUIDATING 

THE PERSONAL PROPERTY, As A CHILD IT WAS 

ESPECIALLY EXCITING TO LISTEN TO THE AUCTIONEER 

AS HE· CALLED FOR BIDS ON EVERY CONCEIVABLE 

KIND OF ITEMJ FROM MILK COWSJ TO PIGSJ TO 

HORSE-DRAWN MACHINERYJ TRACTORS) MILK CANSJ 

PITCH FORKS J SHOVELS., SAUSAGE GRINDERS, AND 

ROCKING CHAIRS, THE AUCTIONS WERE ALL DAY 

AFFAIRS AND WERE SOCIAL EVENTS IN ADDITION 

TO BEING AN EFFICIENT WAY OF DISPOSING OF 

PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

MY DAD, IN THOSE DAYSJ WAS KIND OF AN ALL­

AROUND TRADER AND WE NEVER KNEW WHAT HIS 

TRUCK MIGHT BRING HOME AT THE END OF A SALE--

MAYBE A NEW MILK COW, OR 

PIECE OF FARM MACHINERY. 

. 
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COULD GET QUITE A BARGAIN AT AN AUCTION) 

AND SOMETIMES TOO WHAT SEEMED TO BE A RATHER 

COMMON I�EM COULD BRING A PRICE THAT SURPRISED 

EVERYONE. I T  ALL DEPENDED ON HOW MUCH THE 

BIDDERS ON AN ITEM WANTED IT AND HOW MANY 

BIDDERS FOR THAT ITEM THERE MIGHT BE. 

A FEW MONTHS AFTER MY GRANDFATHER (MY MOTHER'S 

FATHER) DIEDJ A SALE WAS HELD TO SELL HIS 

FARM MACHINERY) LIVESTOCK AND OTHER RELATED 

ITEMS THAT MOST SMALL FARMER-S HAD IN THOSE 

DAYS. I WAS ABOUT 14 YEARS OLD AND WAS 

LOOKING FORWARD EAGERLY TO THE EVENT. THERE 

WAS ONE ITEM IN PARTICULAR THAT I WANTED 

TO BID ON AND HOPEFULLY PURCHASE--A SURREY. 

I T  WAS NOT A SURREY WITH A FRINGE ON TOPJ 

BUT IT HAD A TOPJ AND WAS IN GOOD CONDITION. 

I COULD VISUALIZE MYSELF IN THAT SURREY BEING 

PULLED BY OUR TEAM OF HORSES. I DON'T THINK 

MY DAD REALIZED HOW MUCH I WANTED THAT SURREY 

AND SO HE NEVER EXPECTED ME TO ENTER THE 

BIDDING, HOWEVERJ I DID BECOME ONE OF THE 

BIDDERS AND WHEN THE BIDDING STOPPED I HAD 

BOUGHT THE SURREY FOR $26. THE PROBLEM WAS 

I DIDN'T HAVE 

MY BEHALF AND 

WANT OR NEED. 

$26J SO MY DAD HAD TO PAY ON 

WE HAD A SURREY THAT HE DIDN'T 

WE GOT IT HOME BY HITCHING 

IT BEHIND OUR TRUCKJ AND WE USED IT WITH 

A TEAM OF HORSES ONLY A FEW TIMES DURING 

THE COMING YEARS, As I GOT TO BE 161 I WAS 

MORE INTERESTED IN AUTOMOBILES THAN SURREYS. 

FINALLY WE WERE ABLE TO SELL IT SOME YEARS 
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LATER AT A LOSS. 

I N  RECENT YEARS I HAVEN'T BEEN TO VERY MANY 

AUCTIONS--MAYBE I 'M AFRAID THAT I 'LL BID 

ON SOMETHING AND THEN BUY IT WHEN I REALLY 

HAVE NO USE FOR IT. HOWEVER) I 'M STILL 

FASCINATED BY AUCTIONS AND MAYBE IT'S 

BECAUSE AN AUCTION WITH ITS BIDDERS IS A 

GOOD METAPHOR FOR WHAT LIFE IS ALL ABOUT. 

I S lt NOT TRUE THAT WE AS HUMAN BEINGS) TIME 

AND TIME AGAIN IN EFFECT ) SELL OURSELVES 

TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. IN THAT SENSE) LIFE 

IS LIKE AN AUCTION WITH VARIOUS PEOPLE) 

IDEAS) AND VOCATIONS BIDDING FOR OUR 

ATTENTION AND ALLEGIANCE, I F  A PERSON IS 

OFFERED TWO JOBS) HE OR SHE MIGHT TAKE THE 

ONE THAT PAID THE MOST SALARY. I F  THIS 

HAPPENED) THE INDIVIDUAL WOULD AT THE SAME 

TIME BE SELLING HIMSELF OR HERSELF TO AN 

IDEA--IN THIS CASE THE IDEA THAT THE SALARY 

A JOB PAYS MIGHT BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE 

JOB ITSELF. 

ALL THROUGH LIFE) THERE ARE IDEAS AND PEOPLE 

BIDDING FOR us--"COME FOLLOW ME. SELL 

YOURSELF TO ME AND I WILL GIVE YOU WHAT YOU 

WANT." 

OR THE METAPHOR CAN BE TURNED AROUND AND 

WE ARE THE BIDDERS IN THE AUCTION, AND LIKE 

ME BIDDING FOR THAT SURREY WHICH I HAD NO 
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USE FORJ WE BID AND BUY IDEAS AND THINGS 

FOR WHICH WE HAVE NO USE OR EVEN WHICH CAN 

CAUSE US HARM IN THE LONG RUN. 

NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN TO CONSIDER 

THE IDEAS WE ARE BIDDING ON OR THOSE THAT 

ARE BIDDING FOR OUR ALLEGIANCE. SOMETIMES 

LIFE IS LIKE A uSILE-NT AUCTIONJu AND WE ARE 

UNAWARE OF WHAT IS BIDDING FOR OUR LOYALTY. 

THE FACT IS THAT IN THIS AUCTION CALLED LIFEJ 

WE ALL DO SELL OURSELVES TO OR BUY CERTAIN 

IDEAS--THE ONLY QUESTION THEN IS--ARE THEY 

IDEAS WHICH ARE WORTHY AND LEAD US OUT OF 

OURSELVES AND HELP US TO GROWJ OR ARE THEY 

IDEAS WHICH SHRINK AND DIMINISH US AND MAKE 

US LESS THAN GOD MEANT US TO BE. 

M. SCOTT PECK IN HIS BOOKJ uPEOPLE OF THE 

LIE,u PUTS IT THIS WAY: 

uMENTAL HEALTH REQUIRES THAT THE HUMAN 

WILL SUBMIT ITSELF TO SOMETHING HIGHER 

THAN ITSELF. To FUNCTION DECENTLY IN 

TH IS WORLD WE MUST- SUBMIT OURSELVES TO 

SOME PRINCIPLE THAT TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER 

WHAT WE MIGHT WANT AT ANY GIVEN MOMENT. 

FOR THE RELIGIOUS, THIS PRINCIPLE IS GODJ 

AND SO THEY WILL SAYJ 'THY WILL, NOT MINEJ 

BE DONE. ' BUT IF THEY ARE SANEJ EVEN 

THE NON-RELIGIOUS SUBMIT THEMSELVES} 

WHETHER THEY KNOW IT OR NOT, TO SOME 

HIGHER POWER, BE IT TRUTH OR LOVE, THE 



NEEDS OF OTHERS OR THE DEMANDS OF REALITY.·" 

"THE UTTER FAILURE TO SUBMIT ONESELF TO 

REALITY IS CALLED AUTISM. THE WORD COMES 
. . 

FROM THE GREEK ROOT AUTO) MEANING SELF, 

THE PERSON WHO IS AUTISTIC IS OBLIVIOUS 

TO CERTAIN ESSENTIAL DIMENSIONS OF REALITY. 

SUCH PEOPLE LITERALLY LIVE 'IN A WORLD 

OF THEIR OWN' IN WHICH THE SELF REIGNS 

SUPREME." 

Now THE PROBLEM IS THAT SOME OF us SUBMIT 

OURSELVES TO SOMETHING OUTSIDE OURSELVES) 

BUT YET SOMETHING WHICH IS NOT HIGH ENOUGH 

OR GRAND ENOUGH, WE BID ON SOMETHING THAT 

IS NOT WORTH THE PRICE WE PAY. OR TO CHANGE 

THE METAPHOR) WE SELL OURSELVES TO SOMETHING 

THAT IS UNWORTHY OF US. 

ONE VERY POPULAR IDEA IN OUR TIME WHICH 

PEOPLE BID ON AND BUY IS THE BELIEF THAT 

THE SUM TOTAL OF LIFE IS THE ACCUMULATION 

OF MORE AND MORE CREATURE COMFORTS AND THAT 

THE MORE THINGS WE HAVE THE HAPPIER WE'LL 

BE, As THE SAYING GOES) "WHEN THE GOING 

GETS TOUGH) THE TOUGH GO SHOPPING. " 

JESUS TOLD A PARABLE ABOUT A MAN WHO KEPT 
. . 

BUILDING BIGGER AND BIGGEe .. BUILDINGS SO THAT 

HE WOULD HAVE A PLACE TO STORE ALL OF HIS 

GOODS, AND JESUS CALLED THIS MAN "A FOOL. " 
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OUR REASONING GOES SOMETHING LIKE THIS: "IF 
- - . . 

1 CAN FIND A JOB THAT WILL MAKE ME LOTS OF 

MONEY SO THAT I CAN BUY LOTS OF THINGS) A 

BIG HOUSE) AT LEAST TWO CARS) ONE OF THEM 

A FANCY FOREIGN CARJ A BOATJ A VCRJ THEN 

I / LL BE HAPPY I// 

WHAT THEN IN THE AUCTION OF LIFE IS SOMETHING 

WE CAN BID ONJ GI.VE OUR LIVES TO AND BE CONFIDENT 

THAT IN THE PROCESS WE WILL CONTINUE TO GROW 

IN "WISDOM AND IN STATURE AND IN FAVOR WITH 

GOD AND OTHERS?'' 

OR TO TURN THE METAPHOR AROUND AGAIN--WHAT 

IS THE HIGHEST THAT IS BIDDING FOR USJ FOR 

OUR ATTENTION AND ALLEGIANCE) AND THAT WILL 

NEVER FAIL? 

Gan IS THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR OUR LIVES. 

IT HELPS TO REMEMBER THAT GOD MADE U$) GOD 

LOVES USJ AND AS ST. PAUL PUT IT IN HIS 

LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT CORINTH) "You ARE 

NOT YOUR OWN; YOU WERE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE! 

So GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY, " GOD NOT ONLY 

CREATED USJ BUT WHEN WE STRAY AWAY ON OUR 

OWNJ Goo CONTINUALLY BIDS TO GET us BACK. 

BUT HOW DO YOU GIVE YOURSELF TO Gon? 

1. BY GIVING YOURSELF TO OTHERSJ OR AS JESUS 
. 

PUT IT--BY GIVING YOUR LIFE AWAY. "FOR WHOEVER 

WOULD SAVE HIS OR HER LIFE WILL LOSE ITJ 

\ 
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AND WHOEVER GIVES HIS OR HER LIFE AWAY WILL 

FIND IT." 

AFTER YEARS OF DEVOTING HIS LIFE TO HEALING 

EFFORTSJ CARL JUNG MADE A STRIKING OBSERVATION 

ABOUT HOW PEOPLE ARE AND ARE NOT HEALED. 

HE WROTE: 

"ALL THE GREATEST AND MOST IMPORTANT 

PROBLEMS OF LIFE ARE FUNDAMENTALLY 

INSOLUBLE I I I THEY CAN NEVER BE 

SOLVEDJ BUT ONLY OUTGROWN. THIS 

'OUTGROWING' PROVED ON FURTHER INVESTIGATION 

TO REQUIRE A NEW LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS, 

SOME HIGHER OR WIDER INTEREST APPEARED 

ON THE PATIENT'S HORIZON) AND THROUGH 

THIS BROADENING OF HIS OR HER OUTLOOK 

THE INSOLUBLE PROBLEM LOST ITS URGENCY, 

I T  WAS NOT SOLVED LOGICALLY ON ITS OWN 

TERMSJ BUT FADED WHEN CONFRONTED WITH 

A NEW AND STRONGER LIFE URGE, " 

THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT JESUS CHRIST WAS SAYING 

ALMOST 2000 YEARS AGO--FIND SOMETHING HIGHER 

TO GIVE YOUR LIFE TO--GIVE YOUR LIFE AWAY. 

GIVE IT TO SOMETHING GREATER THAN YOURSELF 

AND THEN YOU WILL TRULY FIND LIFE. LET YOUR 

LIFE BE STRETCHEDJ PULLEDJ ENLARGED; RATHER 

THAN NARROWEDJ SHRIVELED AND TURNED INWARD. 

2. SECONDLY) YOU GIVE YOUR LIFE TO GOD WHEN 

YOU BEGIN TO SEE ALL OF CREATION AS GOD'S 
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GOOD GIFT. You GIVE YOUR LIFE TO GOD AND 

THEREFORE TO THE HIGHEST WHEN YOU WORK WITH 

OTHERS TO MAKE THIS WORLD BETTER; WHEN YOU 
ARE NOT AFRAID TO TAKE RISKS AND EXPLORE 

NEW HORIZONS; WHEN YOU REACH OUTJ THEN YOU 

TRULY BEGIN TO LIVE. 

AND WHEN WE GIVE OURSELVES TO THE HIGHEST 

BIDDERJ TO GODJ WE ALSO BEGIN TO GAIN A 
GLOBAL CONSCIOUSNESS. AT THE SAME TIME THAT 

WE LIVE IN FAMILIES) IN LOCAL CONGREGATIONS) 

IN CITIE$J COUNTIES) STATES) AND THIS UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICAJ WE ARE ALSO CITIZENS OF 

THE EARTH AND EVEN LARGER THAN THATJ CITIZENS 

OF THE UNIVERSE) OF GOD'S CREATION. 

WHAT THE SPACE PROGRAM HAS BEEN TEACHING 

US AND WILL CONTINUE TO TEACH US MORE THAN 
ANYTHING ELSEJ IS TO SEE THE EARTH AS ONE. 
UNTIL WE GOT INTO SPACE AND cou-LD LOOK BACK 

THROUGH SPACE TO EXPERIENCE THE EARTH AS 

ONE SPINNING GLOBE) WE KNEW ITJ BUT IT HAD 

NOT TAKEN HOLD OF US. 

3. AND THIRDLY) YOU GIVE YOURSELF TO THE 

HIGHEST) TO GOD/fHEN YOU BECOME LIKE A CHILD 
AGAIN) WITH A SENSE OF MYSTERY) WONDER AND 

AWE. IN A RECENT WORKSHOP WITH MATTHEW Fox) 

HE INVITED US TO nFALL IN LOVE AT LEAST THREE 
. . . 

TIMES A DAY.'' To FALL IN LOVE WI.TH THE CLOUDS) 

WITH THE RAIN) WITH SUNSHINE) WITH THE SNOWJ 

WITH ANIMALS) WITH A HUMAN BEING) WITH LIFE 
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ITSELF AND THEREFORE WITH Gon . LOOK FOR 

THINGS EACH DAY TO FALL IN LOVE WITH! 

THE SCOUTING PROGRAM, WITH ITS MANY TYPES 

OF MERIT BADGES, SEEKS TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE 

EXPERIENCE A VARIETY OF THINGS AND SKILLS, 

AND THEREFORE COME TO APPRECIATE THEM AND 

FALL IN LOVE WITH THEM, 

WHEN YOU GIVE YOURSELF TO GOD THE HIGHEST, 

YOU ALSO GIVE YOURSELF TO THE LOWEST, THE 

SIMPLE. ONE MINISTER RECENTLY SAID IN A 

SPEECH: 

"MOST OF WHAT I REALLY NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
- HOW TO LIVE, AND WHAT TO DO, AND HOW TO 

BE, I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN. WISDOM 

WAS NOT AT THE TOP OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 
. . 

MOUNTAIN, BUT THERE IN THE SANDPILE AT 

NURSERY SCHOOL, " 

"THESE ARE THE THINGS I LEARNED: SHARE 

EVERYTHING, PLAY FAIR, DON'T HIT PEOPLE. 

PUT THINGS BACK WHERE YOU FOUND THEM. 

CLEAN UP YOUR OWN MESS, DON'T TAKE THINGS 

THAT AREN'T YOURS. SAY YOU' RE SORRY WHEN 

YOU HURT SOMEBODY, WASH YOUR HANDS BEFORE 

YOU EAT. FLUSH, WARM COOKIES AND COLD 
• • • • • 

• + • • 

MILK ARE GOOD FOR YOU, LIVE A BALANCED 
. . . . 

� LIFE. LEARN SOME AND THINK SOME AND DRAW 

AND PAINT AND SING AND DANCE AND PLAY 

AND WORK EVERY DAY SOME." 
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"TAKE A NAP EVERY AFTERNOON. WHEN YOU 

GO OUT INTO THE WORLDJ WATCH FOR TRAFFICJ 

HOLD HANDS AND STICK TOGETHER. BE AWARE 

OF WONDER. REMEMBER THE LITTLE SEED IN 

THE PLASTIC CUP, THE ROOTS GO DOWN AND 

THE PLANT GOES UP AND NOBODY REALLY KNOWS 

HOW OR WHYJ BUT WE ARE ALL LIKE THAT. " 

"GOLD FISH AND HAMSTERS AND WHITE MICE 

AND EVEN THE LITTLE SEED IN THE PLASTIC 

CUP--THEY ALL DIE. So DO WE. " 

"AND THEN REMEMBER THE BOOK DICK AND JANE 

AND THE FIRST WORD YOU LEARNEDJ THE BIGGEST 

WORD OF ALL: LOOK. EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

TO KNOW IS IN THERE SOMEWHERE. THE GOLDEN 

RULE AND LOVE AND BASIC SANITATION, ECOLOGY 

AND POLITICS AND SANE LIVING, " 

"THINK OF WHAT A BETTER WORLD IT WOULD 

BE IF WE ALL--THE WHOLE WORLD--HAD COOKIES 

AND MILK ABOUT 3:00 O'CLOCK EVERY AFTERNOON 

AND THEN LAY DOWN WITH OUR BLANKETS FOR 

A NAP. OR IF WE HAD A BASIC POLICY IN 

OUR NATION AND OTHER NATIONS TO ALWAYS 

PUT THINGS BACK WHERE WE FOUND THEM AND 

CLEANED UP OUR OWN MESSES. AND IT IS 

STILL TRUEJ NO MATTER HOW OLD YOU ARE� 

WHEN YOU GO OUT INTO THE WORLDJ IT IS 
. .  

BEST TO HOLD HANDS AND STICK TOGETHER. "l 

I N  THE AUCTION OF LIFEJ THE HIGHEST BIDDER 
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IS GOD AND THE GOOD LIFE GOD OFFERS. You 

CAN ACCEPT Goo's BID FOR YOUR LIFE OR REJECT 

IT--THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOU. AMEN . 

1. FROM A SPEECH BY ROBERT FULGHUMJ MINISTER 

EMERITUS OF THE EDMONDS UNITARIAN CHURCHJ 

AS QUOTED IN THE nCHURCH AND PUBLIC 

EDucATioN�n VoL. XI� No. 4. 


