SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 1986

"MAGIC WANDS AND SIMPLE ANSWERS”

LUKE 4:1-4; 9:51-56

LAST NOVEMBER, A CHURCH MEMBER BROUGHT ME
A LETTER WHICH A MEMBER OF HER FAMILY HAD
RECEIVED., [THE LETTER WAS COMPUTER TYPED

AND THEREFORE ADDRESSED TO THE INDIVIDUAL

IN PERSON, HERE’S PART OF WHAT IT SAID AND
PROMISED.,

TN THIS LETTER YOU WILL FIND A SMALL ENVELOPE

AND IN THE SMALL ENVELOPE YOU WILL FIND A
BLESSED RED “TOKEN STRING.” TAKE THAT BLESSED

RED "TOKEN STRING” IN YOUR HAND AND HOLD
IT WHILE YOU READ THIS LETTER.”

THEN THE LETTER CONTINUED . . . "My EYES
ARE FILLED WITH TEARS OF JOY AS I WRITE THIS
LETTER TO YOU. I WAS WORKING AND PRAYING
FOR YOU THIS MORNING IN THE PRAYER TOWER
AND [ FELT IN MY HEART THAT YOU NEEDED SOME
SPECIAL PRAYER WORK DONE, AND SOME EXTRA
HELP THIS MONTH, As I PRAYED, THE HoLY
SPIRIT LED ME TO SEE THE SPECIAL THINGS YoOU

NEED., I KNOW THAT YOU NEED BETTER LUCK,
I KNOW YOU NEED TO BE CLOSER TO YOUR LOVED
ONES., I KNOW YOU NEED EXTRA MONEY TO HELP

MEET YOUR UNEXCEPTED NEEDS. WHAT ABOUT A
NEW CAR? A BETTER JOB THAT PAYS GOOD MONEY --




MORE MONEY? OR HOW ABOUT A NEW HOME? I

WANT YOU TO HAVE ALL THE GOOD YOU NEED, AND
[ WANT YOU TO BE LUCKY AND WIN AT EVERYTHING
You DO."”

“1 HAVE PRAYED OVER AND ANOINTED A SPECIAL
HOLY BLESSING PACKAGE FOR YOU, AND I AM
WRITING YOUR NAME ON IT RIGHT NOW BECAUSE
I WANT TO MAKE SURE YOU RECEIVE IT.”

"HERE'S WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO: PUT THIS

SPECIAL BLESSED RED “TOKEN STRING” IN YOUR
WINDOW TODAY OR TONIGHT. LEAVE IT IN THE

WINDOW OVERNIGHT. THEN MAIL IT BACK TO ME
ALONG WITH A FAITH DONATION, THE SPIRIT

OF THE GooD LORD HAS SPOKEN THAT I MUST PUT
THIS SAME BLESSED RED "TOKEN STRING” IN MY
PRAYER TOWER AFTER YOU HAVE MAILED THE RED

"TOKEN STRING” AND DONATIONg# BACK TO ME,
AND THEN YOU WILL RECEIVE NEW BLESSINGS OF

HEALTH, HAPPINESS, LOVE, SUCCESS, PROSPERITY
AND MORE MONEY -- ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH.”

DO NOT KEEP THIS BLESSED RED “TOKEN STRING"”
IN YOUR HOME LONGER THAN OVERNIGHT. GET

IT OUT OF YOUR HOME TOMORROW NO LATER THAN
8:3/ P.M. THEN BELIEVE AND EXPECT MIRACLES,

GOOD LUCK, AND HAPPINESS WILL COME TO YoU
IF YOU BELIEVE IN GOoD’S WORD."”

YoU MUST RUSH THIS BLESSED RED "TOKEN STRING"
TO ME BY TOMORROW, WITH A FAITH DONATION



oF $27.00 oR MORE., AS SOON AS [ HEAR FROM

U, I WILL SEND YOU THE HOLY BLESSING PACKAGE
TO WORK WITH FOR ALL OF GOD’'S BLESSINGS.

IS HOLY BLESSING PACKAGE WILL BRING YOU

OD LUCK IN EVERYTHING YOU DO.,”
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JS HAS WISHED WE HAD SUCH A MAGIC WAND
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AT WAY, THAT'S WHY SOME PEOPLE, AT LEAST,
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GoD’S BLESSINGS ARE NOT SOMETHING THAT CAN



BE BOUGHT AND SOLD., JESUS REJECTED SUCH
SIMPLE SOLUTIONS TO OUR PROBLEMS AND TO THE
WORLD'S PROBLEMS. ONE OF THE TEMPTATIONS

WHICH HE FACED AS HE BEGAN HIS MINISTRY WAS
A SIMPLE ANSWER TO THE WORLD’'S PROBLEMS,

“TF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, COMMAND THIS
STONE TO BECOME BREAD.” YOU CAN FEED THE

AUNG

RY OF THE WORLD THROUGH MAGIC. BUT JESUS

KNEW THAT WOULD NOT SOLVE THE HUNGER PROBLEM

FOR VERY LONG., IT MIGHT SOLVE A PHYSICAL

HUNG

ER PROBLEM TEMPORARILY, BUT WOULD NOT

SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF SPIRITUAL HUNGER AT

ALL,

WHEN

SEEM

EVER THINGS ARE NOT GOING OUR WAY OR

THE WAY WE THINK THEY SHOULD, OR WHEN PROBLEMS

TOO MUCH FOR US, WE ARE IN DANGER IN

SETTLING FOR AN ANSWER THAT IS TOO SIMPLE
AND THEREFORE MISLEADING AND FALSE.,

| ATER IN HIS MINISTRY, JESUS HAD MADE UP

HIS MIND TO GO TO JERUSALEM, IN PLANNING

FOR THE TRIP, HE HAD SENT SOME OF HIS DISCIPLES
AHEAD TO SAMARIA, TO MAKE PREPARATIONS, HOWEVER,
THE DISCIPLES REPORTED THAT THE PEOPLE THERE
WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM, THEY DID NOT WANT

JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS TO COME THROUGH THEIR

TERR

ITORY OR STAY OVERNIGHT AMONG THEM,

NATURALLY, THIS MADE THE DISCIPLES ANGRY.

SO0 T
PROB

HEY PROPOSED A SIMPLE ANSWER TO THE

_EM: "“LORD DO YOU WANT US TO BID FIRE
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COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND CONSUME THEM?"
IT WAS ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING, "LET'S KILL
THEM ALL, THAT WILL SOLVE THE PROBLEM,”
BUT JESUS WOULD HAVE NONE OF IT.

AS I MENTIONED IN LAST SUNDAY'S SERMON, ONE

OF THE SIMPLE SOLUTIONS THAT IS OFTEN PROPOSED
EVEN TODAY IS THAT OF VIOLENCE., WHAT IS

THE ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM OF TERRORISM? WAVE
A MAGIC WAND AND KILL ALL OF THEM, OR EVEN

ONE OF THEM, ONE CONGRESSMAN SUGGESTED

RECENTLY THAT THE SOLUTION TO TERRORISM WAS
TO GO IN LIBYA AND KILL GHADFI. WHAT WE

FORGET IS THAT THE MORE WE KILL, THE MORE
WE GIVE BIRTH TO NEW TERRORISTS AND WE BECOME
TERRORISTS OURSELVES IN THE PROCESS,

IN JESUS TIME, THE JEWS AND SAMARITANS HAD
BEEN AT ODDS WITH EACH OTHER FOR CENTURIES,
Sdﬂ?ﬁE SAMARITANS WOULD NOT RECEIVE JESUS,
THE DISCIPLES PROPOSED A SIMPLE SOLUTION

TO A CENTURIES OLD PROBLEM, BRING FIRE DOWN
FROM HEAVEN AND KILL AS MANY SAMARITANS AS
POSSIBLE--BUT JESUS WOULD HAVE NONE OF IT.

IN THE SAME WAY IN OUR TIME AND THROUGH THE
CENTURIES, SIMPLISTIC MORAL ANSWERS HAVE

BEEN PROPOSED TO COMPLEX SOCIAL PROBLEMS.
SUCH SIMPLE ANSWERS ALWAYS REMIND ME OF A
LINE FROM THE FILM "Mickey ONE.” CHASED

BY MOBSTERS, MICKEY FINALLY STOPS A CHICAGO
POLICE CAR AND BEGS FOR HELP, HE TELLS THE




TWO OFFICERS THAT HIS LIFE IS IN DANGER

BECAUSE HE CAN'T PAY HIS GAMBLING DEBT. THE
POLICE LOOK AT ONE ANOTHER AND THEN REASSURE
THE FRIGHTENED MAN: “GAMBLING IS ILLEGAL

IN THIS STATE. YOU DON'T HAVE TO PAY."” THEN
THEY DRIVE OFF,

WAVE A MAGIC WAND, GAMBLING IS ILLEGAL.
SO THE PROBLEM IS SOLVED,

FOR MONTHS NOW THERE HAS BEEN AN ON-GOING

DEBATE GOING ON IN OUR COUNTRY ABOUT THE
ILLNESS CALLED “AIDS.” WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT

IT? HOW DO WE CURTAIL THE SPREAD OF IT?
[ DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM, BUT
['M SURE THERE IS NO ONE SIMPLE ANSWER.

I CAN UNDERSTAND THE FEAR THAT SURROUNDS
THE DISEASE. IT'S VERY SIMILAR TO THE FEAR
THAT PEOPLE USED TO HAVE ABOUT LEPROSY IN
JESUS' TIME AND AFTER,

SOME RELIGIOUS LEADERS HAVE NOT BEEN MUCH
HELP BY SIMPLY ANNOUNCING THAT AIDS 1s GoD’s
JUDGMENT ON HOMOSEXUALS., AGAIN, THAT'S TOO
SIMPLE AN ANSWER TO A COMPLEX PROBLEM, IT'S
THE OLD TECHNIQUE OF TRYING TO FIND ONE

SCAPEGOAT, ONE GROUP OF PEOPLE TO PUT ALL

THE BLAME ON--BELIEVING THEREFORE THAT IF
WE GOT RID OF THAT ONE GROUP, THE PROBLEM
WOULD BE SOLVED., THE DISCIPLES HAD BEEN

READY TO FALL FOR THAT SIMPLE ANSWER. GET




RID OF THE SAMARITANS AND THEN WE'LL HAVE

NO SERIOUS OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF THE
MINISTRY OF JESUS.

IN THE 1950's, ADOLPH HITLER USED THE SIMPLE
ANSWER--SCAPEGOAT PRINCIPLE, HE BLAMED ALL
OF GERMANY'’S TROUBLE ON THE JEWS AND THE
TREATY OF VERSAILLES. AND ENOUGH PEOPLE
BELIEVED HIM SO THAT AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF
DEATH AND TRAGEDY CAME TO MUCH OF THE WORLD.,

ACCEPTING A SIMPLE ANSWER ALMOST ALWAYS MAKES
THE PROBLEM WORSE BECAUSE 1T KEEPS US FROM

| OOKING FOR THE TRUE ANSWER. IT SIDETRACKS
JS FROM THE MORE COMPLEX TASK. IT CAN BE
A COVER-UP FOR SEARCHING FOR A MORE COMPLETE

ANSWER .

BUT AS CHRISTIANS, THERE ARE THINGS THAT

WE CAN Do! IN THE cASE oF AIDS, FOR EXAMPLE,
I READ RECENTLY OF ONE GROUP OF CHRISTIAN
PEOPLE WHO WERE, I BELIEVE, TRYING TO DO

WHAT JESUS WOULD DO MORE THAN MOST OF US.

AT A TIME WHEN MOST AMERICANS WERE PANIC-
STRICKEN OVER THE DISEASE OR SNICKERING AT
SNIDE AIDS JUOKES, A YOUNG WOMAN AND HER
PRAYER GROUP WERE VISITING TERMINALLY AIDS
PATIENTS IN A HOSPITAL IN A LARGE CITY. NONE
OF THE PATIENTS HAD FAMILIES IN THE AREA,

AND CERTAINLY NO VISITORS. SO THIS PRAYER
GROUP BROUGHT THEM POSTAGE STAMPS, STATIONERY,

BOOKS, TAPES AND COOKIES, [HE LEADER OF




THE GROUP EXPLAINED WHY SHE VISITED AIDS

VICTIMS: "THEY ARE SOCIALLY AND MEDICALLY
UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE OF THEIR DISEASE. THEY
ARE SCARED, [THEY ARE DYING, THEY NEED TO
EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND CARE OF GoD.”

NOo MAGIC WANDS! NO BLESSED RED “TOKEN
STRING!” NO SIMPLE ANSWER EXCEPT THE
PROCLAMATION THAT GOD IS WITH US IN OUR
SUFFERING--THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE!

BUT THIS MATTER OF BEING WITH PEOPLE IN THEIR
SUFFERING AND OF TRYING TO HELP CAN BE

FRUSTRATING BECAUSE THERE IS NO GUARANTEE
OF SUCCESS IN THE USUAL DEFINITION OF THAT
WORD, AGAIN, THERE'S NO MAGIC WAND TO WAVE
WHICH WILL INSTANTLY CHANGE PEOPLE FOR ONCE
AND FOR ALL, OR THAT WILL CHANGE US FOR ONCE
AND FOR ALL,

A YOUNG WOMAN WHO REGULARLY VISITS INMATES
IN PRISON AND TRIES TO BRING THEM THE LOVE
OF GOD TOLD OF HER DISAPPOINTMENTS. ONE

MAN WITH WHOM SHE HAD BEEN WORKING HAD BEEN
DOING WELL IN CHANGING HIS LIFE, BUT THEN
HAD SLIPPED BACK INTO HIS OLD WAYS. ANOTHER
MAN HAD GONE BACK ON DRUGS, AND YET ANOTHER
HAD RETURNED TO HIS OLD VIOLENT WAYS.

ALL THESE MEN, SHE EXPLAINED HAD GIVEN THEIR
LIVES TO CHRIST--THEY WERE SINCERE, BUT STILL

THERE WERE PROBLEMS AND FATLURES AND STRUGGLES:




AND IT WAS BEGINNING TO EFFECT HER AS WELL.
"SOMETIMES,"” SHE WROTE, “I FEEL SO OVERWHELMED,
I WONDER ABOUT GOD’S POWER. WHERE IS THE
VICTORY THAT CHRIST TALKED ABOUT AND LIVED?”

THIS YOUNG WOMAN WAS WORRIED NOT ONLY ABOUT
THE FAILURES OF THE MEN SHE WORKED WITH,
BUT ABOUT HER OWN INADEQUACIES AS WELL, I
KNOW THE FEELING AS DO ALL OF YOU.

PART OF OUR FRUSTRATION IS THAT TOO MUCH

OF OUR SOCIETY IS MEASURED BY THE "BOTTOM
LINE,”“ THE RESULTS. SUCCESS IS ALL THAT

COUNTS. WE HAVE BECOME AN IMPATIENT AND
INTOLERANT PEOPLE. EVERYTHING HAS TO HAPPEN
FAST!

THIS KIND OF THINKING HAS ENTERED INTO OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH SO THAT WE TEND TO BELIEVE

THAT CHRISTIANITY SHOULD BE AN INSTANT FIX
TO ALL OF OUR PAINS AND STRUGGLES. SO WE
BEGIN TO THINK OF OUR FAITH AS A SPARKLING
MAGIC WAND: WE WAVE IT AND PRESTO, OUR
PROBLEMS ARE GONE IN A PUFF OF MAGIC SMOKE.,

BUT THIS IS NOT THE FAITH THAT JESUS TAUGHT
AND LIVED., UNFORTUNATELY, MAGIC WAND RELIGION
MAKES CHRISTIANS INCREDIBLY NAIVE IN APPROACHING

COMPLEX PROBLEMS, AND IT CAN SHATTER THE
FRAGILE FAITH OF THE BELIEVER WHO EXPECTS
THE MAGIC WAND TO WORK EVERY TIME.

COMPLEX PROBLEMS DON’T DISAPPEAR THAT EASILY.,
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MINISTRY IN CHRIST’S NAME IS NOT JUST A SNAP

OF THE FINGERS, OR PLACING A BLESSED RED
“"TOKEN STRING"” ON YOUR WINDOW SILL., THE
CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A WAY OF LIFE., IT'S NO
ACCIDENT THAT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, CHRISTIANS
WERE, FOR A LONG TIME, CALLED "“FOLLOWERS

OF THE WAY.” JESUS SAID, “FoLLOW ME,” AND

IF WE FOLLOW HIM THAT CAN LEAD US TO THE
CROSS. THAT CAN LEAD US TO CARING FOR THE
VICTIMS OF AIDS AND OTHER DREAD DISEASES,

AND IT CAN LEAD US INTO THE PRISONS OR
WHEREVER PEOPLE ARE FORGOTTEN.,

AND HOPEFULLY, WE LEARN TO WORK WITH PATIENCE.
LOVE, UNDERSTANDING, FORGIVENESS AND PERSEVERANCE
WITH OTHERS AND WITH OURSELVES., MOST LESSONS
ALWAYS SEEM TO BE LEARNED THE HARD WAY. IN

THIS CHURCH, AND AS INDIVIDUALS, WE CARRY

ON OUR MINISTRY NOT TO WIN SPIRITUAL PRIZES

OR TO CHALK UP OUR SUCCESS RECORDS--WE CARRY

ON OUR MINISTRY BECAUSE WE ARE TRYING TO

FOLLOW JESUS AND WHEN WE DO THAT WE ARE LEAD

INTO SOME UNUSUAL PLACES,

AND AS WE FOLLOW JESUS, HE WARNS US TO BEWARE
OF MAGIC WANDS AND SIMPLE ANSWERS. BEWARE

OF THE PERSON OR GROUP WHO SAYS HE OR SHE

CAN SOLVE ALL OF SOCIETY'S PROBLEMS BY DOING
ONE SIMPLE THING, OR PASSING ONE LAW, OR

WHO BLAMES ALL OUR TROUBLES ON ONE GROUP
OR ONE FACTOR.

ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN, THE RUSSIAN WRITER
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WHO NOW LIVES IN THIS COUNTRY AFTER SPENDING

TIME IN PRISON AND BEING EXILED FROM HIS

HOMELAND, SPEAKS DIRECTLY TO THIS ISSUE.
IN HIS BOOK, “GULAG ARCHIPELAGO,"” HE WARNS

HIS READERS BY SAYING:

SO LET THE READER WHO EXPECTS THIS BOOK
TO BE A POLITICAL EXPOSE SLAM ITS COVERS
SHUT RIGHT Now,. IF ONLY IT WERE THAT
SIMPLE! IF ONLY THERE WERE EVIL PEOPLE
SOMEWHERE INSIDIOUSLY COMMITTING EVIL

DEEDS AND IT WERE NECESSARY ONLY TO
SEPARATE THEM FROM THE REST OF US AND

DESTROY THEM. BUT THE LINE DIVIDING GOOD
AND EVIL CUTS THROUGH THE HEART OF EVERY
HUMAN BEING, AND WHO IS WILLING TO DESTROY

A PIECE OF HIS OWN HEART?

DURING THE LIFE OF ANY PERSON, THIS LINE
KEEPS CHANGING PLACE; AND SOMETIMES IT
IS SQUEEZED ONE WAY BY EXUBERANT EVIL
AND SOMETIMES IT SHIFTS TO ALLOW ENOUGH
SPACE FOR GOOD TO FLOURISH. ONE AND THE
SAME HUMAN BEING IS, AT VARIOUS AGES,
UNDER VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, A TOTALLY
DIFFERENT HUMAN BEING. AT TIMES HE OR

SHE IS CLOSE TO BEING A DEVIL, AT TIMES

TO SAINTHOOD., BUT HIS OR HER NAME DOESN'T
CHANGE, AND TO THAT NAME WE ASCRIBE THE

WHOLE LOT, GOOD AND EVIL."”
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SO BEWARE OF MAGIC WANDS AND SIMPLE ANSWERS.
MOST OF THEM DO NOT INCLUDE US AS PART OF

THE PROBLEM. BETTER TO FOLLOW JESUS AS HE
LEADS TO CARE FOR AND LOVE OTHERS. AMEN,



