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SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1986

"THE INCLUSIVE CHRIST”

MATTHEW 2:1-12

TOMORROW, JANUARY 6, IS TRADITIONALLY KNOWN
AS THE 12TH DAY oOF CHRISTMAS AND ON THE

CHRISTIAN CALENDAR IT IS KNOWN AS EPIPHANY,
WHICH MEANS THE “SHOWING FORTH.” EPIPHANY
COMMEMORATES THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN TO
THE INFANT JESUS.

BEFORE THE WISE MEN ARRIVED, THE CELEBRATION
OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS HAD A LOCAL SETTING
AND AN ENTIRELY JEWISH ATMOSPHERE. JESUS
HAD BEEN BORN A JEW IN BETHLEHEM, THE CITY
OF DAVID, IN FULFILLMENT OF OLD TESTAMENT
PROPHECY, THE SHEPHERDS WHO CAME TO THE
MANGER WERE UNDOUBTEDLY JEWISH PEOPLE LIVING

IN THE AREA.,

BUT NOW WITH THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN FROM
ANOTHER COUNTRY, THE BIBLE STORY IS TELLING
US THAT THE BIRTH OF THIS BABY NAMED JESUS
HAS IMPLICATIONS NOT ONLY FOR JEWISH PEOPLE,
BUT FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, THE STAR IN THE
SKY CAN BE SEEN BY ANYONE WHO WANTS TO SEE
IT. THE VISITORS WHO BRING THE BABY GIFTS
FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY RECOGNIZE THAT A UNIQUE
EVENT HAS OCCURRED IN RELATION TO ALL OF
CREATION AND ALL HUMAN BEINGS, THE WISE




MEN REPRESENT THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS FOR

ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. THE BIRTH OF JESUS
IS AN INCLUSIVE EVENT, NOT AN EXCLUSIVE ONE,

CHRIST IS SO INCLUSIVE THAT HE WILL NOT FIT
INTO THE MOLD OF ANY RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, IN
THAT SENSE, JESUS IS UNORTHODOX., HE DOES
NOT FIT MANY OF THE PRE-CONCEIVED NOTIONS
OF WHAT THE MESSIAH WOULD BE LIKE. A BABY
BORN IN A STABLE TO AN UNMARRIED WOMAN?
THAT'S NOT THE WAY IMPORTANT PEOPLE ARE

EXPECTED TO ENTER THE WORLD ACCORDING TO
OUR VIEW--VERY UNORTHODOX!

A YOUNG MAN GROWING UP IN NAZARETH? NO ONE
IMPORTANT HAD EVER COME FROM NAZARETH. AGAIN,
VERY UNORTHODOX! PEOPLE ASKED IN JESUS'

TIME, “CAN ANYTHING GOOD COME OUT OF NAZARETH?"
CERTAINLY THAT TOWN HAD NEVER BEEN REMARKABLE

FOR ANYTHING IN THE WAY OF RELIGION, IT

HAD NEVER PRODUCED A GREAT MAN, A PROPHET,

A SPOKESPERSON FOR GOD, IT IS NEVER EVEN
MENTIONED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE

AT ALL, WHICH MEANS THAT IT HADN'T ANY NOTABLE
RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS, IT

WAS JUST A LITTLE COUNTRY TOWN--NO DIFFERENT
FROM MANY OTHER COUNTRY TOWNS, BUT WHERE

WE ARE BORN, OR WHERE WE GROW UP HAS LITTLE

TO DO WITH WHAT WE MAKE OF OURSELVES, OR
EVEN MORE SO WITH WHAT GOD MAKES OF US.

ONCE JESUS BEGAN HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY, EVEN



JOHN THE BAPTIST WHO HAD PREACHED ABOUT THE
COMING OF THE MESSIAH, AND HAD BAPTIZED
JESUS, HAD SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT HIS
INCLUSIVE, UNORTHODOX WAYS., "CAN THIS BE
THE CHRIST?” ASKED JOHN. JESUS INCLUDED
EVERYONE IN GoD’S LoVE, MOST RELIGIONS TEND
TO BECOME EXCLUSIVE--BUT NOT SO WITH JESUS.
JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS SO PUZZLED THAT HE SENT
SOME OF HIS OWN DISCIPLES TO ASK JESuS, “ARE
YOU HE WHO IS TO COME, OR SHALL WE LOOK FOR
ANOTHER?"

JESUS ANSWERED, “GO AND TELL JOHN WHAT YOU
HAVE SEEN AND HEARD; THE SICK, THE BLIND,
THE LEPERS ARE MADE WHOLE., T[HE DEAD ARE
BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE; AND THE POOR, THE
OUTCASTS ARE NO LONGER IGNORED.” EVERYONE
IS INCLUDED IN GOD'S COMMUNITY!

JESUS WAS ASKING JOHN THE BAPTIST TO CONSIDER
THE QUALITY OF HIS MINISTRY EVEN THOUGH IT
WAS UNORTHODOX FROM JOHN'S POINT OF VIEW,

[T WAS HELP FOR HELPLESS, CONCERN FOR THE
LONELY, LOVE OF THE OUTCAST AND HEALING FOR
THE SICK, AND COMPANION FOR THE SUFFERING,
THE LOVE OF (GOD BECAME A HUMAN BEING AND
DWELT AMONG US--THAT'S VERY INCLUSIVE AND
VERY UNORTHODOX FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW,

EVEN THOUGH WE OFTEN TRY TO REMAKE JESUS
SO THAT HE FITS OUR PRE-CONCEIVED IDEA OF

WHAT THE MESSIAH SHOULD BE, IT DOESN’T WORK



VERY LONG, HIS ECONOMICS FROM EITHER A
CAPITALIST OR A SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE ARE
A SCANDAL, HIS TEACHING ON NON-RESISTENCE
TO EVIL IS HARD TO SWALLOW, LOVE YOUR
ENEMIES--THAT'S VERY UNORTHODOX,

THE MESSIAH DYING ON A CROSS LIKE A COMMON
CRIMINAL--AGAIN VERY UNORTHODOX FROM OUR
USUAL POINT OF VIEW. WE BELIEVE THE STRONG
ARE WHOSE WHO FIGHT BACK. BuT JESUS SAID,
“BLESSED ARE THE MEEK,"

THE LOVE OF GOD BECAME A HUMAN BEING AND

DWELT AMONG US, BUT HOW UNORTHODOX HIS
APPEARANCE. HE IS ALL LOVE AND GRACIOUSNESS--
ALL TOLERANCE; HE BLESSES ALL WHO ARE NOT
AGAINST HIM, HIS LOVE IS INCLUSIVE, NOT
EXCLUSIVE., HE DOES NOT BLUDGEON US. HE

CALLS US AND DRAWS US TO HIM IN FULL OBEDIENCE,
BUT AS WE COME CLOSE TO CHRIST WE SEE AGAIN

HOW INCLUSIVE AND THEREFORE HOW UNORTHODOX

HE 1S.

SO WE ARE ATTRACTED TO THIS INCLUSIVE YET
UNORTHODOX CHRIST, AND WE ARE ALSO REPELLED

BY HIM, BECAUSE HE CALLS INTO QUESTION OUR

OWN EXCLUSIVENESS--YET WE ARE ATTRACTED TO

HIM AGAIN, FOR IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS WE HAVE

NO WHERE ELSE TO GO, HE ALONE HAS THE WORKS
AND WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE. HE ALONE CAN

GIVE US THE PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING.,

SO LIKE THE WISE MEN, WE WORSHIP HIM.




THIS MORNING ON THIS FIRST SUNDAY OF THE
NEW YEAR, THE INCLUSIVE CHRIST INVITES US
TO HIS TABLE AND ALL ARE INVITED, YOUR
BELIEFS DO NOT HAVE TO BE CORRECT. YOUR
LIFE DOES NOT HAVE TO BE PERFECT. WHATEVER
YOUR CONDITION--YOU ARE INVITED TO CHRIST'S
TABLE, "“COME UNTO ME ALL YOU WHO ARE WEARY
AND HEAVY-LADEN AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST.”
AMEN ,




