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"JESUS: THE HUMAN-DIVINE INTERSECTION”

LUKE 1:76-79; 4:16-21

WE HAVE NEVER SEEN HIS FACE, WE HAVE NEVER
HEARD HIS VOICE. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE

| OOKED LIKE, ALTHOUGH COUNTLESS PICTURES

OF HIM HAVE BEEN PAINTED FROM IMAGINATION.,

AT HIS BIRTH, HIS PARENTS NAMED HIM "JEsus,”
A COMMON NAME FOUND EVERYWHERE. ACCORDING

TO THE JEWISH HISTORIAN JOSEPHUS, AUTHOR

OF "JEWISH ANTIQUITIES,” SO MANY MEN BORE

THIS NAME THAT IT CAME TO LACK ALL INDIVIDUALITY.
DURING HIS BRIEF SPAN OF LIFE, JESUS HAD

NOTHING IN HIS NAME OR IN HIS LOOKS TO
DISTINGUISH HIM, HE WAS ORDINARY, APPEARING

IN NO WAY DIFFERENT FROM THE MASS OF PEOPLE

WHO HAD TO WORK FOR A LIVING IN HIS TIME,

YET HE WAS NOT ORDINARY. ONE OF MY FAVORITE
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS THAT MOST OF YOU HAVE
PROBABLY READ OR HEARD BEFORE IS THIS ONE:

(THE AUTHOR IS UNKNOWN)

"HE WAS BORN IN AN OBSCURE VILLAGE, THE CHILD
OF A PEASANT WOMAN. HE GREW UP IN ANOTHER

VILLAGE NOT RICH IN HEROIC NAMES, HE HAD
NEITHER FORMAL LEARNING NOR MONEY WEALTH.

HE WORKED IN A CARPENTER’S SHOP UNTIL HE




AS 30, AND THEN FOR ABOUT THREE YEARS HE

WAS AN ITINERANT PREACHER. HE NEVER WROTE

A BOOK; HE NEVER HELD AN OFFICE; HE NEVER
OWNED A HOME, HE NEVER HAD A FAMILY; HE NEVER
WENT TO COLLEGE; HE NEVER PUT HIS FOOT INSIDE
A BIG CITY; HE NEVER TRAVELED MORE THAN 200

MILES FROM THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS BORN., HE
LED NO ARMY. HE WROTE NO MUSIC. THE

HISTORIANS OF HIS TIME THOUGHT HE UNWORTHY

OF MENTION, HE NEVER DID ONE OF THE THINGS
THAT USUALLY ACCOMPANY GREATNESS, HE HAD

NO CREDENTIALS, BUT GOD IN HEAVEN AND HIMSELF,”

"WHILE HE WAS STILL A YOUNG MAN, THE TIDE
OF PUBLIC OPINION TURNED AGAINST HIM. HIS
FRIENDS RAN AWAY., HIS CLOSEST FOLLOWERS
DENIED HIM, HE WAS TURNED OVER TO HIS
ENEMIES, HE WENT THROUGH THE MOCKERY OF

A TRIAL., HE WAS NAILED TO A CROSS BETWEEN
TWO THIEVES. WHILE HE WAS DYING, HIS
EXECUTIONERS GAMBLED FOR THE ONLY PIECE OF
PROPERTY HE HAD ON EARTH AND THAT WAS HIS
COAT. WHEN HE WAS DEAD, HE WAS LAID IN A
BORROWED GRAVE THROUGH THE PITY OF A FRIEND,
TO SOME HE WAS A FANATIC, TO OTHERS A DREAMER
OF DREAMS.”

"NINETEEN WIDE CENTURIES HAVE COME AND GONE,
AND TODAY HE IS THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF THE

HUMAN RACE AND THE LEADER OF THE COLUMN OF

PROGRESS, IT IS ANY WONDER THAT OUR CALENDAR
OF YEARS BEGINS WITH HIS BIRTH; THAT WE IDENTIFY




WORLD EVENTS AS BEING BEFORE CHRIST, OR AFTER
CHRIST.”

"I AM FAR WITHIN THE MARK WHEN I SAY THAT
ALL THE ARMIES THAT EVER MARCHED, AND ALL
THE NAVIES THAT WERE EVER BUILT, AND ALL
THE PARLIAMENTS THAT EVER SAT, AND ALL THE
KINGS THAT EVER REIGNED, PUT TOGETHER, HAVE
NOT AFFECTED THE LIFE OF THIS EARTH AS HAS
THE ONE SOLITARY LIFE.”

WHEREIN LIES THE UNIQUENESS OF THIS PERSON
NAMED JESUS? DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL SUNDAYS

DURING THIS ADVENT SEASON LEADING UP TO CHRISTMAS
EVE, WE ARE GOING TO LOOK ONCE AGAIN AT JESUS
FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES. WE

WILL BE RE-DISCOVERING HOW HE IS THE SAME

AS ALL OF US, AND HOW HE IS DIFFERENT.

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE, MORE THAN
4O DIFFERENT TITLES AND METAPHORS ARE USED
TO DESCRIBE JESUS--HERE ARE A FEW OF THEM

AS EXAMPLES: SON OF DAVID, SON OF GOD, SON
OF MAN, MESSIAH, SERVANT OF GOD, THE GOOD
SHEPHERD, THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN, SAVIOR,
PROPHET, KING, THE STONE, THE BRIDEGROOM,
THE BREAD OF LIFE, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD,

THE DOOR, THE VINE, THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND
THE LIFE, THE LAMB, THE BRIGHT MORNING STAR.

HIS MORNING WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT ONE
VERY IMPORTANT ASPECT OF JESUS, AND THAT



IS HIS SPIRITUALITY., MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE,
JESUS LIVED ON THAT MYSTERIOUS BOUNDARY WHERE
THE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE INTERSECT. HIS

LIFE, HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION, ALL TOGETHER,
BROUGHT GOD AND HUMANKIND CLOSER TOGETHER,

HE LIVED THE HUMAN-DIVINE INTERSECTION, HE

WAS THE HUMAN-DIVINE INTERSECTION,

LET’S LOOK AT THIS QUALITY OF JESUS MORE
CAREFULLY. JESUS WAS A PERSON WHO WAS VIVIDLY

IN TOUCH WITH THE WORLD OF THE SPIRIT. WHATEVER

ELSE HE WAS, HE WAS A "HOLY MAN,"” TO USE
A SEMI-TECHNICAL TERM FROM THE HISTORY OF

RELIGIONS, THE WORD "HOLY"” HERE IS NOT AN
ADJECTIVE POINTING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS OR PURITY
SO MUCH AS IT IS A NOUN, POINTING TO THE
AWESOME REALITY AND POWER AT THE CENTER OF
EXISTENCE, A HOLY MAN IS A PERSON WHO
EXPERIENCES THE HOLY, VIVIDLY AND FREQUENTLY,
ONE WHO IS EXPERIENTIALLY IN CONTACT WITH
THE POWER OF ANOTHER REALM THAT IS AT THE
SAME TIME PRESENT IN THIS REALM, THE POWER
OF THE SPIRIT, ONE WHO KNOWS (GOD INTIMATELY,

SUCH PERSONS, KNOWN IN MANY CULTURES, AND
INCLUDING BOTH WOMEN AND MEN, ARE INDIVIDUALS
WHO ARE MORE SENSITIVE TO THE POWER OF THE
OPIRIT IN THIS WORLD THAN MOST OF US. AS
SUCH, THEY ARE MEDIATORS BETWEEN THE REALM

OF THE SPIRIT AND ORDINARY EVERYDAY LIFE

IN THIS WORLD., SUCH INDIVIDUALS ARE THE
CONNECTORS OF THE WORLD OF THE SPIRIT AND




OUR EVERYDAY LIFE. WE SEE IN THEM THE POWER

OF GOD IN A FRESH AND DYNAMIC WAY. THEY

ARE MYSTICS AND HEALERS. THEY KNOW, EXPERIENCE,
AND TEACH THE INTER-RELATIONSHIP, THE
CONNECTEDNESS OF THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT AND

THE LIFE IN THIS WORLD,

FOR THE HOLY PERSON, LIKE JESUS, THERE IS

NO SEPARATION, BETWEEN THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT
AND EVERYDAY LIFE, THERE IS NO SEPARATION
BETWEEN THE SPIRITUAL AND THE MATERIAL. THE

SPIRITUAL IS IN THE MATERTAL AND THE MATERIAL
IS IN THE SPIRITUAL--ALL IS ONE.

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY., AND WE DON'T KNOW
PRECISELY WHEN, JESUS BECAME AWARE OF HIS
SPIRITUALITY. HE BECAME AWARE OF A UNIQUE
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND BECAME THE CHANNEL
FOR THE EXPRESSION OF POWERS NO ONE HAD EVER
BEFORE DREAMED OF,

[ CAN IMAGINE THE YOUNG BOY, JESUS, SPENDING
MANY HOURS IN THE HILLS OF GALILEE, LIKE

ANY NORMAL YOUNG PERSON PONDERING THE WONDERS
OF THE HEAVENS--THE SUN, AND DRIFTING CLOUDS
BY DAY, THE MOON AND STARS BY NIGHT. I CAN
VISUALIZE HIM ASKING THE QUESTION POSED BY

THE SHEPHERD PSALMIST A THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE,
"WHAT IS HUMANKIND?”

AND THEN ONE DAY IT HAPPENED, INTO THE



CONSCIOUSNESS OF THIS THOUGHTFUL YOUNG MAN
CAME AN IDEA SO REMARKABLE THAT HE PROBABLY
DIDN'T REALIZE ITS FULL IMPLICATIONS AT
FIRST, IT WAS THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF HIS
UNITY WITH GOD,

ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS IN THE NEW

TESTAMENT, JESUS' MINISTRY BEGAN WITH AN
EXPERIENCE OF “THE HEAVENS OPENING"” AND THE
SPIRIT DESCENDING UPON HIM, LATER HE APPLIED
TO HIMSELF THE WORDS, “THE SPIRIT OF THE

lORD IS UPON ME,"” AND HE SPOKE OF THE SPIRIT
AS BEING ACTIVE THROUGH HIM. HE PRACTICED

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES COMMON TO HOLY WOMEN
AND MEN: FASTING, SOLITUDE, REGULAR TIMES
OF PRAYER. WHATEVER ELSE HE WAS, JESUS WAS
A HOLY MAN,

NOW YOU MAY WELL ASK, WHAT DOES THIS HAVE
TO DO WITH US IN TODAY'S WORLD?

JESUS WAS NOT A HOLY MAN FOR HIS OWN SAKE,
BUT FOR OUR SAKE--FOR THE SAKE OF EVERYONE

IN THE WORLD, THEN, NOW, AND IN THE FUTURE,
As JESUS SAID OF HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO LUKE’S
GOSPEL READ EARLIER, "THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS
UPON ME, BECAUSE GOD HAS ANNOINTED ME TO
PREACH GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR; (GOD HAS SENT
ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES AND
RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND; TO SET

AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, AND TO
PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.”




IN OTHER
THAT ONE

WORDS, OR TO PARAPHRASE, JESUS KNEW
IMPORTANT PART OF HIS MINISTRY WAS

TO HEIGHTEN OUR AWARENESS OF GOD AND TO BRING
ABOUT A RELATIONSHIP OF TRUST BETWEEN GOD

AND EACH

ONE OF US, AS WELL AS TO IMPROVE

OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH EACH OTHER. IN THE
GOSPEL OF JOHN, JESUS PUT IT THIS WAY--"1I
CAME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT
ABUNDANTLY,"”

JESUS KNEW THAT EACH ONE OF US IS RELATED
TO GOD ALREADY. EACH ONE OF US HAS THE

SPIRIT O

F GOD WITHIN US. WE ARE SONS AND

DAUGHTERS OF THE MOST HIGH, NOT BECAUSE OF

ANYTHING

WE HAVE DONE, BUT BECAUSE OF WHAT

GOD HAS DONE IN CREATING US. THEREFORE,
AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

AND OF T
HELP PEO

HE CHURCH EVER SINCE JESUS, IS TO

°LE BECOME AWARE OF WHAT ALREADY

IS, RATHER THAN HAVING TO CREATE A RELATIONSHIP
FROM SCRATCH.,

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AND THE MINISTRY OF
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IS TO OPEN BLIND EYES
AND UNSTOP DEAF EARS, THAT IS, TO MAKE PEOPLE

AWARE AT

THEY REA
CREATION

DEEPER AND DEEPER LEVELS OF WHO

LLY ARE AND WHO THEIR SOURCE IN
TRULY IS, AND TO GET A MORE VITAL

AND PERSONAL INTERACTION MOVING BETWEEN THE
SPIRIT OF GOD AND EACH ONE OF US.

JESUS’ GOAL WAS TO HELP EVERYONE--YOU AND



ME--TO UNDERSTAND THE TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL
WITHIN EACH ONE OF US AND TO HELP US MAKE
THE BREAK-THROUGH FOR OURSELVES. THUS HE
SAID, ACCORDING TO JOHN’S GOSPEL, "THOSE

WHO BELIEVE IN ME WILL ALSO DO THE WORKS
THAT [ DO; AND GREATER WORKS THAN THESE WILL
THEY DO."”

WHEN JESUS SAID, "FOLLOW ME,” HE IS ASKING
US AMONG OTHER THINGS TO LET HIM LEAD US
TO A NEW AND DEEPER LEVEL OF SPIRITUAL

CONSCIOUSNESS, JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD
AT A TIME WHEN THE WALL OF SEPARATION BETWEEN

HUMAN BEINGS AND GOD WAS HIGH AND WIDE,
HUMANKIND WAS LIVING IN THE DARKNESS OF
SPIRITUAL IGNORANCE. HUMAN BEINGS HAVE
ALWAYS HAD AN INTUITIVE FEELING ABOUT A
HIGHER POWER, A GREATER LIFE. THIS FEELING
HAS LIT THE FIRES ON EVERY ALTAR THROUGH

THE AGES, BUILT EVERY TEMPLE, MADE EVERY
CREED ARTICULATE, AND SUPPORTED EVERY PRAYER,
BUT THERE WAS ALWAYS A GREAT VOID SEPARATING
HUMAN BEINGS AND GOD.,

THEN cAME JESUS. TO USE A METAPHOR, "JESUS
WAS A DOOR IN THE WALL SEPARATING US AND
Gop.” IN ONE PLACE IN THE GOSPELS, JESUS

SAID, “I AM THE DOOR, THOSE WHO ENTER BY

ME WILL BE SAVED.” THE DOOR OF JESUS MAKES
IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO ENTER THE VAST AND
BEAUTIFUL SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF LIFE, IN
JESUS, THE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE INTERSECT.




AND BECAUSE OF JESUS, THE HUMAN AND DIVINE
INTERSECT IN US AS WELL.

ALL IT TAKES IS OUR OPENNESS AND WILLINGNESS
TO BE MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THAT INTERSECTION
AND CONNECTION.,

AND THERE'’S EVEN MORE GoOoD NEWS! ONCE You
BEGIN TO BE AWARE OF THE GOD-REALITY IN YOUR
LIFE, THEN IT BECOMES MORE AND MORE CLEAR

THAT YOUR BEING BORN INTO THIS WORLD WAS

SOMETHING INFINITELY GOOD. AND YOU BECOME
MORE AND MORE AWARE OF GOD’S CREATION AS

BEING GOOD. AGAIN AND AGAIN, IN THE BOOK

OF GENESIS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE,
WE HEAR THE REFRAIN, “AND GOD LOOKED ON WHAT
GOD HAD MADE AND BEHOLD IT WAS VERY., VERY
GooD."” I BELIEVE THAT CHRISTIAN REDEMPTION
BEGINS WHEN WE COME TO FEEL ABOUT THE EVENT
OF OUR CREATION IN THE SAME WAY,

BUT WE ALWAYS FORGET ABOUT GOD’'S GOODNESS

AND ABOUT GOD'S SPIRIT WITHIN US, SO IT

IS THAT JESUS REMINDS US OF THAT HUMAN-DIVINE
INTERSECTION WITHIN EACH ONE OF US AND WITHIN
THE WORLD AS A WHOLE, IN THIS SENSE, JESUS
CAME TO REDEEM US AND THE WORLD. THE WORD
"REDEEM” LITERALLY MEANS TO “BUY BACK,"” AND
THAT'S WHAT GOD DOES IN JEsuUs, IN JESUS

CHRIST, GOD HAS MADE MANIFEST IN HISTORY
WHAT A FULLY FUNCTIONING HUMAN BEING WOULD
BE LIKE, AND THUS IN JESUS WE SEE OUR SPECIES
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BROUGHT TO ITS HIGHEST EXPRESSION AND KNOW
THAT IF GOD HAS GOD’'S FINAL WAY, GOD WILL
SOME DAY MAKE EACH OF US INTO THAT KIND OF
PERFECTION,

IN THIS SEASON OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS, WE
TALK A LOT ABOUT LETTING CHRIST BE BORN IN
US, WHICH IS ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING THAT WE
ALLOW OURSELVES TO RECOGNIZE THE CHRIST THAT
IS ALREADY IN US. THEN WE CAN SAY WHAT ST.
PAUL SAID--"IT IS NO LONGER I WHO LIVE, BUT
CHRIST WHO LIVES IN ME,”

[ OFTEN THINK THE CRUCIAL ISSUE IN LIFE IS
THIS: "HOW MUCH OR HOW LITTLE WILL YOU
SETTLE FOR?"” THE GREAT ENEMY HERE IS NOT
GOD'S WRATH OR IMPATIENCE, BUT OUR TIMIDITY
AND FEARFULNESS, OUR UNWILLINGNESS TO EXPOSE
OURSELVES TO THAT TOUGH AND TENDER MERCY
THAT HAS IN IT THE POWER TO BRING US TO
FULLNESS--TO OUR FULL POTENTIAL THAT GOD
MEANT US TO BE.

C. S. LEWIS USED TO SAY THAT WHENEVER HE
GOT A TOOTHACHE AS A CHILD, HE WAS ALWAYS
FACED WITH THE PAINFUL DILEMMA OF WHETHER
OR NOT TO TELL HIS MOTHER. ON THE ONE HAND,

IF HE TOLD HER, HE KNEW SHE WOULD GIVE HIM

AN ASPIRIN AND THUS WHAT HE MOST WANTED;
NAMELY, TEMPORARY RELIEF FROM HIS PAIN. BuT

HE PROBLEM WAS THAT SHE WOULD NOT STOP
THERE. SHE WOULD GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THE
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TOOTHACHE, WHICH MEANT GOING TO THE DENTIST.
THE DRILL AND ALL OF THAT. AND ALL HE REALLY
WANTED WAS RELIEF IN THE MOMENT. HE DID

NOT WANT TO UNDERGO A THOROUGH RESOLUTION,

AND THAT'S TRUE FOR MANY PEOPLE WITH RELIGION--
THEY ONLY WANT FROM THEIR FAITH A TEMPORARY
RELIEF FROM LIFE'’S PAIN OR THE PROBLEM OF

THE MOMENT--THEY DO NOT WANT TO UNDERGO A
THOROUGH TRANSFORMATION OF THEIR LIVES.

OFTENTIMES, WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE WILLING TO

SETTLE FOR SO LITTLE; WE ARE TEMPTED TO KEEP
ONE FOOT ON THE BOTTOM, TO CLING TO THE TINY

SECURITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS THAT WE HAVE
IN HAND, RATHER THAN CASTING OURSELVES INTO
THE GREAT SWEEP OF GOD'S MERCIES--WE SEEM
AFRAID TO TRUST GOD COMPLETELY.

SO REMEMBER THE MESSAGE OF ADVENT--THE MESSAGE
OF JESUS--YOU ARE BEING REDEEMED, BUT YOU

HAVE A CRUCIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN WHETHER OR

NOT THE GRAND DESIGN OF GOD FINALLY COMES

TRUE IN YOUR OWN LIFE. GOD WANTS TO MAKE

YOU FULL GROWN AND COMPLETE, BUT GOD WILL

NOT DO SO WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT AND COLLABORATION,
THIS ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS, AWAKEN AGAIN IN

THE REALITY THAT SURROUNDS YOUR LIFE. (GOD

1S! You ARE! AND THE TWO OF YOU ARE MADE

FOR EACH OTHER. JESUS CAME THAT YOU MIGHT
HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY. THE HUMAN

AND THE DIVINE INTERSECT IN YOU, JUST AS
IT DID IN JEsus. AMEN,




