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SUNDAY ) NOVEMBER 17) 1985 

"THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION" 

LUKE.10:25-37 

I LIKE LAWYERS BECAUSE THEY ARE ALWAYS ASKING 

QUESTIONS: THIS WAS AS TRUE IN JESUS' TIME 

AS IT IS TODAY, IN THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

JUST READ ) LUKE REPORTS THAT A "LAWYER STOOD 

UP TO ASK JESUS A QUESTION." 

I LIKE PEOPLE WHO ASK QUESTIONS BECAUSE IT'S 

A GOOD WAY TO LEARN. A GOOD QUESTION MAKES 

US THINK. BEING ABLE TO ASK THE RIGHT 

QUESTIONS IS NOT ALWAYS AS EASY AS IT SEEMS. 

AND AS THE PERSON BEING QUESTIONED ) TO BE 

ABLE TO. HEAR THE TRUE MEANING OF THE QUESTION 

TAKES CONCENTRATED LISTENING. SOMETIMES 

WE HAVE TO LOOK FOR THE QUESTION BENEATH 

THE QUESTION. 

As ALL LAWYERS KNOWJ THE WAY A QUESTION IS 

PHRASED CAN SOMETIMES HELP DETERMINE THE 

ANSWER, 

Two PRIESTS WERE ARGUING ABOUT WHETHER IT 

WAS PROPER TO SMOKE AND PRAY AT THE SAME 

TIME. ONE SAID IT WAS) AND THE OTHER SAID 

IT WASN'T. To SETTLE THE MATTER� THEY AGREED 

THAT BOTH SHOULD WRITE TO THE POPE FOR HIS 
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OPINION. 

A FEW WEEKS LATER THEY MET AND COMPARED 

NOTES. EACH CLAIMED THAT THE POPE HAD 

SUPPORTED·HIS VIEW AND SUSPECTED THE OTHER 

O F  FALSIFYING THE REPLY HE GOT FROM THE HOLY 

O F FICE. FINALLY J ONE ASKEDJ "How DID YOU 

PHRASE YOUR QUESTION?" THE OTHER REPLIEDJ 

" I  ASKED WHETHER IT WAS ·PROPER TO SMOKE WHILE 

ONE IS PRAYING J" AND THE POPE ANSWERED J 

"CERTAINLY NOT. PRAYING IS SERIOUS BUSINESS 

AND PERMITS O F  NO DISTRACTIONS." "AND HOW 

DID YOU PHRASE YOUR QUESTION? u uWELLJ" SAID 

THE OTHER J "I ASKED I F  IT WAS PROPER TO PRAY 

WHILE SMOKING?" "AND THE POPE SAID, 'CERTAINLY, 

PRAYER IS ALWAYS IN ORDER.'
u 

THE LAWYER, IN THE BIBLE STORY READ EARLIERJ 

ASKED JESUS A MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION--
u

WHAT 

SHALL I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LI FE?" As 

A GOOD LISTENER, JESUS HEARD THE MEANING 

BENEATH THE SURFACE. THE MAN WAS ASKING-­

"WHAT IS THE MEANING O F  LI FE OR HOW CAN I 

FIND NEW MEANING IN MY LI FE?
u 

ANOTHER WAY 

O F  PHRASING IT WOULD BE--"WHAT DO I HAVE 

TO DO TO FIND SIGNI FICANCE AND PURPOSE IN 

LI FE? WHAT IS GOD'S WILL FOR us? FOR ME?" 

ALTHOUGH NOT A LAWYER, JESUS WAS QUITE ADEPT 

AT ASKING QUESTIONS HIMSELF. OFTEN HE 

RETURNED A QUESTION WITH A QUESTION. So 

HE ASKED THE LAWYER--"WHAT IS WRITTEN IN 

THE LAW?" IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT DOES YOUR 
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RELIGIOUS FAITH TELL YOU IS THE ANSWER? THE 

LAWYER HAD A GOOD ANSWER TO JESUS' QUESTION-­

HE REPLIEDJ "You SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR 

. GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEARTJ AND WITH ALL YOUR 

SOULJ AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTHJ AND WITH 

ALL YOUR MINDJ AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," 

THE LAWYER IN THIS CASE KNEW THE OLD TESTAMENT 

VERY WELL. HE WAS QUOTING FROM DEUTERONOMY 

6:4 J AND FROM LEVITICUS 19:18. So JESUS 

TOLD HIM--"You HAVE ANSWERED RIGHT; DO THISJ 

AND YOU WILL LIVE." IN OTHER WORDS---FOLLOW 
THIS COMMANDMENT AND YOUR LIFE WILL HAVE 

PURPOSE AND MEANING AND YOU WILL TRULY BE 

SERVI NG GOD.· 

AND THEN THE LAWYER ASKED A FOLLO.W-UP 

QUESTION--"WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?" IT'S ALL 

RIGHT TO TALK GRANDLY OF LOVING ONE'S NEIGHBOR 

AS ONESELF--BUT UNLESS THE TERM "NEIGHBOR" 

IS DEFINEDJ IT'S NOT MUCH HELP. ASKING THE 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTION IS VERY IMPORTANT, 

THE WRITERJ JOHN GOULDJ IN A BOOK ENTITLED 

"STITCH IN TIMEJ" TELLS A LITTLE STORY WHICH 

ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF ASKING THE 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTI.ON. IT TAK.ES PLACE ON THE 

COAST OF MAINE. 

NATHAN I EL Bown ITCH s I ��NETT.� GOT A COD-HOOK 

THROUGH THE BACK OF HIS HAND WHILE FISHING 

AND IT BOTHERED HIM SOME J SO HE RAN UP THE 
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FLAG ON HIS FISHHOUSE. MARTY BASCOMBE) 

AC.ROSS THE WAY ON TINSNIP ISLAND, SAW THE 

FLAG AND ROWED OVER IN HIS DORY TO FIND OUT 

WHAT IT MEANT. HE DECIDED THAT NATHANIEL 

NEEDED BETTER ATTENTION THAN HE COULD GIVE 

HIMJ SO HE CRANKED UP THE MOTOR IN NATTY'S 

BOAT AND RAN INTO SMELTRUN COVE) WHERE THERE'S 

AN OLD FOLK'S HOME. THE NURSE THERE FIXED 

NATTY RIGHT UP1 AND HE WAS ALL RIGHT) BUT 

THE COD-HOOK WAS A TOTAL Loss.· 

IT WAS NOW SOMETHING LIKE HALF PAST TWOJ 

GOING ON THREE 0 1 CLOCKJ IN THE MORNINGJ so 

NATTY AND MARTY DECIDED TO WAIT FOR DAYLIGHT 

BEFORE GOING BACK DOWN THE BAY, THEY TOOK 

SOME SLEEP IN ONE OF THE VACANT ROOMS UP 

ON THE THIRD FLOOR) AND AT BREAKFAST TIME 

THEY SAT DOWN WITH THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED THERE 

AND TUCKED AWAY SOME FOOD, 

WHILE THEY WERE EATINGj AN "INTERVIEWER" 

ARRIVED FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMANE1 

ECOLOGICAL 1 AND HELPFUL SERVICES FOR GRACIOUS 

LIVING1 BUREAU OF STATISTiCAL INVESTIGATION1 

AND SHE BEGAN ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

GENERAL SITUATION AT THE SMELTRUN COVE OLD 

FOLK'S HOME, NOT KNOWING THAT NATTY AND 

MARTY WERE WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL TRANSIENTS) 

SHE ASKED THEM TH-E QUESTIONS T001 AND THEY 

TOLD HER THEY THOUGHT EVERYTHING WAS FINE1 

EXCEPT FOR THE SCRAMBLED EGGS, AFTER 

BREAKFASTJ MARTY RAN NATTY BACK TO HIS 

PLACE ) ROWED HIS DORY BACK TO TINSNIP1 AND 



THE TWO OF THEM WENT SEPARATE WAYS ABOUT 

THEIR AFFAIRS--SAID AFFAIRS BEING SEAWARD 

AND REMOTE. 

Now, THE FOOD SERVICE AT THE SMELTRUN COVE 

OLD FOLK'S HOME IS A CONTRACT JOB HANDLED 

BY A CATERING FIRM IN SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK, 

WITH A REGIONAL . MANAGER IN SANFORD, MAINE, 

AND AN AREA DISTRIBUTION CENTER IN BANGOR. 

THE RESULT IS uINSTITUTIONAL FOOD,u BUT THIS 

COMPANY SERVICES A NUMBER OF -SCHOOLSJ 

HOSPITALS, AND SO ON IN MAINE AND IS PROUD 

OF ITS LONG RECORD 0� DIETARY AND GUSTATORY 

EXCELLENCEJ AND TO PUT THINGS IN FOCUS, IT 

TAKES ITS SCRAMBLED EGGS VERY SERIOUSLY. 

So WHEN THE SERVICE MANAGER WAS NOTIFIED 

BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF GRACIOUS LIVING 

THAT THERE HAD BEEN A COMPLAINT ABOUT THE 

. FOOD AT THE SMELTRUN CO.VE FACILITY, THE 

COMPUTERS WENT TO WORK AND THE NEXT DAY 

THERE WAS CONSTERNATION IN THE HOME OFFICE 

AT SCHENECTADYJ NEW YORK. IMMEDIATELYJ 

F·URTHER DETAILS WERE ASKED FOR, AND ALONG 
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THE CHAIN OF COMMAND THIS REQUEST CAME AT 

LAST TO THE RESIDENT HOUS.E MOTHER AT SMELTRUN 

COVE--THIS WAS THE FIRST SHE KNEW ABOUT ANY 

COMPLAINT. SHE KNEW NONE OF HER HAPPY OLD 

FOLKS HAD COMPLAINED AND. PRESUMED THE WHOLE 

THING WAS A MISTAKE UNTIL SHE HAPPENED TO 

RECALL THAT NATTY AND MARTY HAD FREELOADED 

A BREAKFAST, SO SHE WONDERED IF THE COMPLAINT 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOMETHING OF THEIR DOING. 

SHE KNEW BOTH BOYS FROM AWAY BACK, AND THEY 
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WOULD NEVER BE· MALIC.IOUS--COULD THIS BE THEIR 

IDEA OF A JOKE? ANYWAYJ·THERE WAS NO NEED 

OF TUMULTJ SO SHE NOTIFIED THE CATERING 

COMMAND THAT THERE WAS NO NEED TO PURSUE 

THE MATTER, 

BUT THE CATERING COMPANY WANTED ITS GOOD 

NAME UNTARNISHEDJ AND DIDN'T . WANT THE STATE 

HOUSE ON ITS . BACKJ SO IT ASKED THE INTERVIEWER 

OF THE HUMANEJ ETC, J FOR MORE SPECIFIC 

INFORMATION, SHEJ FEELING THIS CHALLENGED 

HER POSITIONJ GOT UPPITY AND IN A SNOTTY 

MOOD REPLIED THAT THE COMPLAINTS HAD BEEN 

MADE BY MR. NATHANIEL BOWDITCH SINNETT AND 

MR. MARTIN BASCOMBEJ AT BREAKFASTJ SUCH AND 

SUCH A DATEJ AND THE ITEM COMPLAINED ABOUT 

WAS SCRAMBLED EGGS. 

So FILES WERE PULLEDJ SOURCES OF FRESH EGGS 

LOCATEDJ TELEPHONE CALLS MADEJ AND EVERYTHING 

IN THE LONG LINE OF ORDERINGJ RECEIVINGJ 

FORWARDINGJ OPENING1 COOKING AND SERVING 

SCRAMBLED EGGS SEEMED IN ORDER. THE CATERING 

FIRM DECIDED THAT THE INTERVIEWER WAS EITHER 

MISINFORMED OR TRYING TO START SOMETHING. 

THINGS WERE STICKY ENOUGH SO A TROUBLE­

SHOOTER WAS SENT TO FIND NATTY AND MARTY. 

HE HIRED A LOBSTERMAN AT SOUTH OVERLOOK TO 

RUN HIM DOWN THE BAY IN HIS BOAT1 AND WHEN 

HE. FOUND NATTY AND MARTY) HE ASKED THEM JUST 

WHAT WAS THE MATTER WITH THOSE SCRAMBLED 

EGGS. HE BROUGHT BACK THEIR COMPLAINT: nNOT 



ENOUGH OF THEM�" 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION, 

NEWS REPORTERS ARE GOOD AT ASKING THEM, 

JESUS OFTEN ASKED THEM, IT'S NOT ENOUGH 

TO HEAR THE ANSWER--"LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF." THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION NEEDS 

ALSO TO BE ASKED AND ANSWERED, 

I THINK SOMETIMES WE'RE AFRAID TO ASK THE 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTION BECAUSE WE'RE AFRAID OF 
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THE ANSWER, IT GET$ TOO SPECIFIC FOR COMFORT, 

IN THE CASE OF THE SCRAMBLED EGGSJ SOMETIMES 

THE FOLLow�uP QUESTION CAN GIVE us A SURPRISING 

ANSWERJ . ONE WE HADN'T EXPECTED. 

No DOUBT WHEN THE LAWY.ER ASKED THE FOLLOW-

UP QUESTION OF JESUSJ HE DIDN'T GET THE 

ANSWER HE EXPECTED EITHER. INSTEAD OF A 

DIRECT ANSWER} JESUS TOLD A STORY AND THEN 

THE LAWYER ANSWERED HIS OWN QUESTION. "WHICH 

OF THE THREE} " ASKED JESUS} "PROVED TO BE 

A NEIGHBOR TO THE MAN WHO WAS HURT AND IN 

THE DITCH?" AND THE LAWYER THEN ANSWERED-­

"THE ONE WHO SHOWED MERCY--THE ONE WHO HELPED 

HIM." IT'S EASY TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS IN 

GENERAL} BUT IT'S MORE DIFFICULT TO LOVE 

INDIVIDUALS IN SPECIFIC SITUATIONS} PARTICULARLY 

PEOPLE WE WOULDN'T NORMALLY ASSOCIATE WITH, 

THEN LOVING ONE'S NEIGHBOR CAN BE DOWNRIGHT 

INCONVENIENT, 

ASKING THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION ALMOST ALWAYS 



LEADS TO GETTING SPECIFIC, AND THAT'S WHAT 

USUALLY GOT JESUS IN TROUBLE--HE GOT VERY 

SPECIFIC. IF A PREACHER TALKS AGAINST SIN 

IN GENERALJ EVERYONE SAYSJ llAMENJ ll BUT LET 

THE PREACHER GET SPECIFIC AND PEOPLE DON'T 

LI KE IT I 
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DON'T YOU GET TIRED OF GENERALIZATIONS? THEN 

ASK THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION. WHENEVER I HEAR 

A PERSON BLITHELY ANNOUNCE THAT THE WHOLE 

TROUBLE WITH THE WORLD IS THAT PEOPLE DON'T 

FOLLOW THE GOLD.EN RULEJ I WANT TO ASK TWO 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS. nWHAT IS TH� GOLD�N 

RULE? ll llHow DOES IT APPLY IN THIS SPECIFIC 

SI TUA TI ON?'' 

IN A SIMILAR WAYJ. PEOPLE TALK ABOUT THE TEN 

COMMANDMENTS--n lF ONLY EVERYONE IN THE WORLD 
. .  

WOULD FOLLOW THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. n THEN 

I WANT TO ASK THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION--nCAN 

YOU RECITE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND TELL 

ME -THEIR MEANING?n 

OR PEOPLE WILL SAYJ nAS LONG AS ONE HAS 

FAITH., THAT'S WHAT'S IMPORTANT.''. THE 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTION IS--nFAITH IN WHAT? n OR 

SOMEONE WILL SAY., 

n lT DOESN'T MATTER WHAT 

YOU BELIEVE IN., AS LONG AS YOU BELIEVE IN. 

SOMETHING AND ARE SINCERE ABOUT 11." BUT 

IT DOES MATTER A GREAT DEAL WHAT YOU BELIEVE 

IN. FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS ARE DESPERATELY 

NEEDED I 

IT IS THE TRADITION OF BOTH THE JEWISH FAITH 
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AND OUR CHRISTIAN FAITHJ WHICH COMES OUT 

OF IT) NOT TO BE AFRAID OF ASKING QUESTIONS) 

AND THEN FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS. GOD GAVE US 

MINDS AND BODIES AND SPIRITS AND CHOICE. 

GOD WANTS US TO BE ASKING QUESTIONS AND 

SEEKING THE BEST ANSWERS. THERE ARE NO 

ASSUMPTIONS TOO SACRED TO BE QUESTIONED, 

IF JESUS WERE HERE IN PERSON THIS MORNING) 

I BELIEVE HE WOULD ASK EACH ONE OF US SUCH 

QUESTIONS AS: l, 0WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS IN 

LIFE?" AND THEN THE FOLLOW-UPS: "ARE THEY 

AD�QUAT�? Do TH�Y H�LP YOU �ULFILL YOUR 
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GOD-GIVEN POTENTIAL? IF NOTJ ARE YOU AFRAID 

TO QUIT WH·AT YOU ARE DOING AND TRY SOMETHING 

MORE SATISFYING?" 

ARE THE GOALS TO WHICH YOU ARE STRIVING THOSE 

WHICH BENEFIT OTHERS AS WELL AS YOURSELF? 

2. A SECOND RELATED QUE·STION JESUS WOULD 

ASK IS THIS: "DOES YOUR USE OF YOUR VITAL 

RESO.URCESJ YOUR TIME.,-· YOUR HEAL THJ YOUR 

ENERGYJ TRULY REFLECT YOUR PRIORITIES?" 

W.ITHOUT MUCH THOUGHT) MOST OF US WOULD 

CERTAINLY ANSWER "YESJ" FAILING TO APPRECIATE 

THAT FOR 90 PERCENT OF US THE ANSWER MIGHT 

BE ''No.'' 

PEOPLE WITH BROAD RESPONSIBILITIES ARE 

PRESUMED TO USE THEIR TIME FOR THE IMPORTANT 

DECISIONS. YET WITH A CONSISTENCY THAT IS 

HARD TO BELIEVE) STUDIES HAVE REPEATEDLY 
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SHOWN THAT THIS IS RARELY TRUE AND THAT MORE 

OFTEN THE BUSY EXECUTIVE IS SPENDING 90 

PERCENT OF HIS OR HER TIME ON MATTERS THAT 

COU.LD BETTER BE DONE BY OTHERS., THOSE WHICH 

ARE SIMPLY A PART OF THE DAILY ROUTINE., AND 

HAVE LIMITED RELATION TO THE RESPONSIBILITIES 

WHICH HE OR SHE CARRIES. 

PERHAPS JESUS WOULD ASK THESE QUESTIONS IN 

ANOTHER WAY. llHow DO YOU DEFINE YOUR LIFE'S 

PURPOSE? DOES YOUR WORK FLIRT.HER THAT PURPOSE? 

WHY OR WHY NOT? IF  YOU HAVE ONLY A YEAR 

LEFT TO LIVE., WOU·LD YOU CONTINUE IN THE SAME 

WORK?'' 

THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IS THAT Goo LOVES THE 

WORLD., THE WHOLE CREATION., AND THAT Goo LOVES 

YOU AND ME. OUR LIVES BEGIN TO TAKE ON ADDED 

SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE THE MORE WE BECOME 

AWARE OF AND ACT ON THE KNOWLEDGE THAT WE 

ARE CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER BECAUSE THAT'S 

THE WAY GOD MADE US AND THE WORLD. 

THEREFORE., GOD EXPECTS US TO CARE FOR EACH 

OTHER IN VERY SPECIFIC WAYS, IN ORDER FOR 

US TO DO THIS WE HAVE TO CONSTANTLY BE. 

SEARCHI.NG AND ASKING QUESTIONS OF OURSELVES 

AND EACH OTHER. ONLY IN THAT WAY CAN WE 

CONTINUE TO DISCOVER WHAT Goo's WILL IS FOR 

US IN SPECIFIC SITUATIONS. 

WE ARE NOT TO BE AFRAID OF QUESTIONS AND 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS BECAUSE WE BEL IEVE THAT 
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THERE IS YET MORE LIGHT.AND TRUTH TO BREAK 

FORTH FROM Goo's WORD . AMEN. 

' 
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