Sunday, October 20, 1985
A JUST PEACE IS POSSIBLE 
Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:6-9; Matthew 5:9


We´ve all seen those pictures in children´s magazines where you are asked to “find the horse hidden among trees.” At first glance you see only the trees. The image of the horse is cleverly concealed in the lines of the drawing. It is only when you visually “step back,” Shifting your focus and concentration, that the horse´s image suddenly leaps out at you, making you wonder how you ever missed seeing it. 

Sometimes too in the real world it´s difficult to get a new picture, a new vision of reality. It´s there all the time, but we don´t see it until we stop and look again, util we shift our focus our point of view, until we are open to seeing something new. 

That´s what the ministry of Jesus Christ was all about. He wanted people, you and me, to have a new vison, to see God and the world in a new way, to see the whole creation as inter-connected, and being in harmony. Like Isaiah in the Old Testament of The Bible, Jesus could see the purpose of God unfolding and all creation moving. 

Toward such harmony, that as Isaiah put it —  “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed their young, shall lie down together and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the Adder´s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea.”

It´s no wonder that Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God.” Peacemakers are those who help the world move toward harmony. 

That´s also why the church of Jesus Christ has to be continually holding up the vision of peace as vision for all of us to see. The everyday world tends to keep us looking in other directions. 

Someone recently put it this way — ” Peacemaking is a spiritual struggle. In the most fundamental sense, it is a battle for the soul of humanity. Today peacemaking is a struggle between two faiths, each very real, each elusive.” 

What the world accepts as its source of security is faith system. It is built on the existence of a whole series of lethal apparatus and weapons —on submarines at the bottom of the sea, missiles in the ground that very few of us have ever seen, and on people going to work every day planning for, organizing for, and thinking about the conduct of nuclear war. Most of us have only a peripheral connection with any of this and never see it. But somehow at a very deep level, we believe in it. We believe that our security is to be derived from intimidating other, by allowing the massive threat of death to be communicated in our name.    

Religious faith which is that a just peace is possible. And a second and related purpose is to come to understand again that peace without justice is not the kind of peace our Christian faith is talking about.

Let´s look at the second purpose first the idea that peace and justice go together.

In The Bible, there is no peace without justice. In other words, according to our Christian faith, with it Jewish tradition, the absence of war is not adequate definition of peace. This is true on a personal level, as well as on a national or worldwide level. 

For example, I know homes where there is no fighting going on — no one is physically abusing another person but to call these homes “peaceful” would not be telling the truth. Sometimes there´s an armed truce which is better of course than no truce at all, but in such places can be so strong that it´s unhealthy to live there. 

Some people used to say and still say “There was peace between blacks and whites in this country until the agitators and outsiders began to stir thing up.” But that´s simply not true. On the surface, the situation  

Looked peaceful, but underneath there was no peace. Oppression was simply being covered up in many instances. It is not peace, according to the Bible´s definition, when one group of people discriminates against another, no matter how politely or legally or subtly or non-violently that discrimination is carried out. The Bible warns us to beware of those   who cry, “Peace, peace when there is no peace.” 

Peace is always threatened when there are human beings starving and dying of malnutrition. In nature if many of the living species in our world die out, the overall environment and its balance is threatened. Uneven use and distribution of the world’s resources have often been the cause of war. And if our economic systems fail us, then too, peace among people and nations is disrupted. So, peace and justice go together.

When the bible speak of peace and justice going together, it also knows that there will, from time to time, be disagreements and conflict among us. Non-violent conflict is a normal and healthy reflection of diversity. And when we learn to work through conflict constructively, it leads to growth of both individuals and nations. As Christians, we believe that violence can and must be minimized, even eliminated, in most situations.

We also know as Christian that wherever there is injustice, violence tends to break out —  that´s why there is no true peace without justice. 

Secondly, in addition to knowing that justice and peace go hand in hand, as Christian we also believe that a just peace is possible. And this is a vision we keep holding up for ourselves and for the world. Why do Christians believe a just peace is possible? 

Because it is God´s will that peace and justice prevail, and God´s purpose is the long run will not be thwarted. In the beginning God created the world and made it good it is God´s continuing desire to sustain the world and not destroy. As human beings, we sometimes may slow down or temporarily frustrate God´s will, but we cannot is the long run overcome God´s intention.  
 
The coming of Jesus Christ as Reconciler is the Supreme revelation that God wants to bring people together with each other and with God, and God´s creation. 

Through God´s suffering love is Jesus, the power of the forces that make for war and disharmony have ultimately been broken, and the possibility for relationship, for peace and harmony, restored.

Thus, our hope for a just peace does not rest on human efforts alone, but on God´s promise that we will have life and have it abundantly, and therein lies our hope! 

What then can we do to increase the possibility of a just peace? 

First of all, it´s a matter of faith and of having a vision that a just peace worldwide is possible. We all are acquainted with the notion of self-fulfilling prophecies. What we deeply believe helps it happen. 

One person put it this way: “Let us remember what history teaches us — nothing so contributes to the real inevitability of armed conflict as the very belief in that inevitability. People who decide, or allow conflict is inevitable, begin to act in ways that make it unavoidable, whether this was originally the case.”  

The same thing can be said of peace. Nothing so contributes to the possibility of a just peace as the very belief in the fact that it is possible. When we begin to believe in the possibility of peace, we begin to act in ways that help it to happen. 

The Christian vision of peace is based on the fact that the central vision of world history in the Bible is that of seeing all creations as one: every creation living in community and peace with every other creature. Our Biblical faith teaches us that all personas are children of a single family, members of single tribe, heirs of single hope. It´s a radical idea! 

It was General and the President Eisenhower who said in 1959, after he had retired, “I like to believe that people in the long run are going to do more to promote peace than are governments.” And he went on to say, “Indeed, I think that people want peace so much that one of these days government had better get out of their way and let them have it.”  


Secondly, we can increase the possibility for a just peace by praying for and loving our enemies. That´s what Jesus asks us to do. He said, “You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so what you may be children of God.” That´s part of the new way of seeing and acting in this world. 
 
Jesus knew that in this less than perfect world we all have enemies. Thus, Jesus did not say, “love people and you will have no enemies.” And to love our opponents when we truly believe it is the right thing to do. 

What it means to love our enemies is that no matter what we feel about another person, or group, nation, or whether we oppose their belief, there must, at the same time, be some acknowledgement that what binds us together is greater than what divides us.

Thirdly, we can increase the possibility for a just peace by becoming peacemakers in the little things of life, as well as the big. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” said Jesus, “for they shall be called children of God.” 

To understand Jesus’ statement a little better, let´s look at this word “peace.” In the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, the word “peace” is used over and over again, in fact it is found three hundred ninety-three times. So, when Jesus used the term “peacemaker,” he was backed up by long and rich heritage. 

In Hebrew, the word peace is “Shalom” and it means, as I mentioned earlier, a lot more than the cessation of war, or the absence of violence. It´s a possible word meaning wholeness, completeness, health and harmony among living things. It means everything which makes for a person´s highest good.       

Rather than the cessation of war, or the absence of violence, it´s a positive word meaning wholeness, completeness, health and harmony among living things. It means everything which makes for a person´s highest good. 

Peacemaking begins with you and me. Jesus said that we begin to become peacemakers when we invite the peace of God into our own lives and then we in turn reach out to others. But one does not always happen before the other. It´s also true that when we begin to work as peacemakers, God´s peace which passes all understanding comes along with us.

This morning as you leave this service of worship, members of our Peace Committee invite you to take one of the balloons with you and when you are outside the building to let it go along with your prayers for peace and your prayers for your enemies then go and be peacemaker wherever you are. Amen.








                               
