SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1985

"HOPE FOR THE WORLD”

JOHN 3:14-17

HOW DO YOU TELL SOMEONE SOMETHING THEY DON'T
WANT TO HEAR? OR HOW DO YOU TEACH SOMEONE
A LESSON THEY DON’'T WANT TO LEARN? ONE WAY

IS TO TELL A STORY BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE MUCH
MORE READY TO LISTEN TO A STORY THAN THEY

ARE TO A REBUKE. THUS, JESUS CHRIST FREQUENTLY
USED PARABLES, SHORT STORIES THAT CONTAIN

A LESSON, THE PROPHETS BEFORE JESUS DID

THE SAME,

WHEN NATHAN WANTED TO LET KING DAVID KNOW
THAT HE HAD BEEN IMMORAL IN STEALING ANOTHER
MAN’S WIFE--HE DIDN'T GO TO HIM AND SAY THAT

DIRECTLY, RATHER HE TOLD THE KING A STORY,.
HERE'S THE STORY.

"THERE WERE TWO MEN IN A CERTAIN CITY, THE

ONE RICH AND THE OTHER POOR. THE RICH MAN
HAD VERY MANY FLOCKS AND HERDS,; BUT THE POOR
MAN HAD NOTHING BUT ONE LITTLE EWE LAMB.,

WHICH HE HAD BOUGHT., IT WAS THE ONLY THING
HE OWNED AND IT WAS LIKE A DAUGHTER TO HIM,
NOW THERE CAME A TRAVELER TO THE RICH MAN

AND HE WAS UNWILLING TO TAKE ONE OF HIS OWN




FLOCK OR HERD TO PREPARE FOR THE WAYFARER
WHO HAD COME TO HIM, BUT HE TOOK THE POOR
MAN'S LAMB, AND PREPARED IT FOR THE GUEST
WHO HAD COME TO HIM.,"” (II SAMUEL 12:1-4)

A VERY SHORT STORY. WHEN KING DAVID HEARD
IT, HE GOT VERY ANGRY AND SAID TO NATHAN

THE PROPHET--"AsS GOD IS MY WITNESS, THE KIND
OF PERSON WHO WOULD DO SUCH A THING DESERVES
TO DIE; AND HE SHOULD ALSO BE MADE TO RESTORE
THE LAMB FOURFOLD,"”

AND NATHAN THEN DELIVERED THE PUNCH LINE

AND SAID TO DAVID--"YoU ARE THE MAN.” AND
DAVID WAS PROPERLY REBUKED AND REPENTANT.

HE FELL INTO THE TRAP WHICH NATHAN SET FOR
HIM.,

OUR CULTURE IS FILLED WITH SIMILAR TEACHING
STORIES., THERE'S A STORY BY HANS CHRISTIAN
ANDERSEN REGARDING "THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES.”
AND THERE ARE AESOP’S FABLES, SUCH AS THE

"HARE AND THE TORTOISE” AND "THE FOX AND

THE CROW.” AND THERE'S THE POEM OF “THE

BLIND MEN AND THE ELEPHANT.”

THE BIBLE IS FILLED WITH SUCH TEACHING
STORIES--SOME VERY BRIEF LIKE THE PARABLES,

AND SOME LONGER LIKE THE STORY OF JONAH IN
THE OLD TESTAMENT., THE BOOK OF JONAH IS

NOT HISTORY, JUST AS THE STORY OF THE PRODIGAL
SON IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS NOT HISTORY.




HOWEVER, THE STORY OF JONAH HAS HISTORICAL
REFERENCE.

THE BOOK OF JONAH IS A VERY CAREFULLY WRITTEN
PROTEST AGAINST JEWS' RELIGIOUS PRIDE FOLLOWING
THE CANONIZING OF THE LAW OF MOSES, WHICH

TOOK PLACE ABoUT 400 B.C, IT IS A REBUKE
AGAINST THEIR EXPECTATION THAT GOD WOULD

SOON ANNIHILATE THE GENTILES FOR THEIR, THE
JEWS’ BENEFIT. IT SAYS, IN EFFECT, THAT

THE JEWS AS A PEOPLE OF GOD, HAVE A MISSION

TO THE GENTILES WHICH THEY WERE NOT WILLING
TO ACCEPT., BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT AT THAT TIME

THAT GOD BELONGED TO THEM ALONE, IT'S A
VERY POWERFUL STORY BECAUSE IT REMINDS THEM
AND US THAT GOD INTENDS TO REDEEM THE WHOLE
WORLD, IT REMINDS US THAT GOD IS INCLUSIVE
AND NOT EXCLUSIVE.

THUS ALTHOUGH IT HAS A HISTORICAL ORIGIN,
THE PROBLEMS IT ADDRESSES ARE JUST AS ACUTE
TODAY, IT 1S THE "WORD OF GOD” CONTAINED
IN THE BIBLE, AND IT'S AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE
OF HOW GOD CONTINUALLY SPEAKS THROUGH THE

BIBLE,

IT’S A VERY SHORT BOOK IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
OF THE BIBLE--ONLY ABOUT TWO AND A HALF PAGES
LONG, YOU CAN READ IT IN FIVE MINUTES.,

JONAH IS NOT SOME PROPHET WAY BACK THEN.
JONAH STANDS FOR "“GoD’S PEOPLE,"” THEN AND
NOW, IF WE READ THE BOOK CORRECTLY, WE WILL



RECOGNIZE JONAH IN US. AND THE CITY OF
NINEVEH IS NOT A PARTICULAR CITY--IT IS A
SYMBOL OF THE CITIES OF THIS WORLD., IT’s

A CITY OF THE HEATHEN, OF WICKEDNESS, OF
IDOLATRY, OF BRUTALITY AND VIOLENCE. IT's

A BLOODY CITY. IT’'’S THE

KIND OF PLACE MANY

GOOD CHRISTIANS WOULD AVOID, JUST AS IT WAS
THE KIND OF CITY THAT A GOOD HEBREW WOULD

AVOID.,

IN NINEVEH ONE SINGS, “LET US EAT AND DRINK
AND ENJOY THE GOOD THINGS OF LIFE, FOR

TOMORROW WE ARE DEAD.”
DANCES AROUND THE GOLDEN

IN NINEVEH, ONE

CALF AND OVER DEAD

BODIES, OVER CONSCIENCE AND OVER THE TEARS

OF THE EXPLOITED. THE SMELL OF NINEVEH RISES
OUT OF SCANDAL IN HIGH PLACES., OF HIGH SOUNDING
PHRASES WHICH COVER UP FESTERING SORES OF
INDIFFERENCE AND POLITICAL HYPOCRISY,

BuT THE BOOK OF JONAH, L

IKE THE GOSPEL OF

THE NEW TESTAMENT, EXPRESSES RADICAL HOPE
FOR NINEVEH, FOR THIS WORLD, GOD IS
PASSIONATELY CONCERNED ABOUT NINEVEH, THAT

GREAT CITY WHOSE WICKEDNESS STINKS TO HIGH

HEAVEN. THEREFORE, G(GOD
PROPHET JONAH TO GO TO T

HAS INSTRUCTED THE

HE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH

TO DECLARE THAT SOMETHING NEW IS ABOUT TO

HAPPEN., GOD IS GOING TO

TAKE ACTION TO

REVERSE THEIR PUTIFICATION, GOD SO LOVES
NINEVEH, THAT GOD IS SENDING THE PROPHET
THERE SO THAT ALL WHO WOULD HEAR THE PROPHET'S




WITNESS AND DRAW THE CORRECT CONCLUSION FROM
IT WOULD NOT PERISH. THEY SHALL BE SAVED!

BUT IT APPEARS THAT GOD HAS CHOSEN THE WRONG
PERSON TO DELIVER THE GOOD NEWS. JONAH
DIDN'T WANT TO DO IT--SO HE RAN FROM (GOD

BY TAKING A SHIP IN ANOTHER DIRECTION--TO
THE END OF THE WORLD AS FAR AS HE WAS
CONCERNED, BECAUSE HE BELIEVED GOD'’S GRACE

SHOULD STOP AT THE BORDERS OF ISRAEL.

BuT GOD CAUGHT UP WITH JONAH, SENDING A STORM
WHICH THREATENED CATASTROPHE FOR ALL ON BOARD

SHIP, NEVERTHELESS, JONAH REMAINED STUBBORNLY
FAITHFUL TO HIS BELIEF TO THE EXTENT THAT

HE WAS READY TO DIE RATHER THAN CARRY OUT
GoD’S COMMISSION, SO HE FINALLY LET HIMSELF
BE THROWN OVERBOARD TO BRING THE WHOLE MATTER
TO AN END,

BUT THAT IS NOT WHERE THE STORY ENDS. JONAH
IS SAVED IN A MANNER QUITE CONTRARY TO COMMON
SENSE., JONAH CAN DO WHAT HE WILLS RIGHT
DOWN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA. BUT THAT
IS AS FAR AS HE CAN GO, FOR GOD WILL NOT

LET HIM END IT ALL., GOD GRANTS PEOPLE FREEDOM
TO RUN, (GOD RESPECTS OUR WILLS EVEN IF THEY
GO CONTRARY TO GOD'S WILL, BUT GOD WILL

NOT LET US SINK AWAY INTO UTTER CHAOS. FOR
50D HAS A GOAL IN MIND AND GOD WILL NOT BE
FRUSTRATED, GOD WILL NOT LET THIS WORLD

BE LOST, WITHOUT HOPE., GOD WILLS THAT IT




SHALL BE SAVED BY THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL,
AND FOR THAT GOD NEEDS PEOPLE LIKE JONAH,

AND CHURCHES LIKE THIS ONE AND OTHERS AS

WELL.

OUR SALVATION, AS GoD’'S JONAH, IN A SENSE

IS TIED UP WITH THE WORLD'S SALVATION. WE

MAY GIVE UP BECAUSE WE DON'T REALLY TAKE

GOD’S GREAT LOVE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD SERIOUSLY,
WE MAY EVEN BETRAY OUR COMMISSION. BUT I
BELIEVE THAT GOD NEVERTHELESS WILL, AND CAN,

MAKE EVEN OUR INADEQUACY SERVE GOD’S END,
ISN'T THIS THE LESSON OF THE cRoss? BOTH

JEWS AND GENTILES CRUCIFIED JESUS. BUT THE
ACT IS SEALED WITH GOD'’S LOVE AND BEHOLD

THE EVIL ACT BECOMES THE SOURCE OF GOOD.,

THIS BRINGS US TO THE FISH IN THE STORY.

FOR THE INSTRUMENT GOD USES TO TURN JONAH’S
BAD INTENTIONS TO GOOD IS THIS SEA MONSTER,
CAN'T YOU ALMOST SEE THE TWINKLE IN THE EYE
OF THE ONE WHO TOLD THIS STORY FOR THE FIRST
TIME AS HE TOLD ABOUT THE SIZE OF THIS MONSTER
WHICH SWALLOWED JONAH,

THE STORY IS NOT RELATING HISTORY, BUT IT
DOES HAVE A SERIOUS INTENT IN TELLING US
ABOUT THIS FISH. [THIS LARGE FISH, LIKE THE

CITY OF NINEVEH, IS A SIGN, ITS IMMENSITY
STANDS FOR THE INCALCULABLE POSSIBILITIES
50D HAS FOR BRINGING ABOUT THE SALVATION
OF THE WORLD. WHAT (GOD WON'T DO TO MAKE




ALL THINGS WORK OUT FOR THE GOOD.,

EVEN THIS SEA MONSTER MUST SERVE GOD AND

GoD’S WILL, BUT BEFORE JONAH IS VOMITTED

OUT OF THE FISH ONTO THE SHORE IN NINEVEH.

HE MUST HAVE A CHANGE OF HEART. IN THIS
CONNECTION, THE THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS HE
SPENDS IN THE BELLY OF THE MONSTER PLAY A
ROLE, IF GOD IS GOING TO GET THE MESSAGE
ACROSS IN NINEVEH, GOD NEEDS PEOPLE WHO WILL
NOT HIDE BEHIND THEIR HOLY SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS,
SO JONAH WAS HUMBLED,

AFTER QUITE A DETOUR, JONAH IS IN NINEVEH
WHERE HE DIDN'T WANT TO BE. AGAIN, GOD TELLS
HIM TO PROCLAIM GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE.,
NO MATTER HOW WICKED, GOD PASSIONATELY LOVES

NINEVEH.

SO NOW FINALLY, RELUCTANTLY, JONAH BEGINS

TO PREACH IN NINEVEH. WE DO NOT HAVE MUCH

OF HIS SERMON--WE ONLY KNOW THAT HE IS ANGRY,
HE HAS NO HOPE FOR NINEVEH. HE EXPECTS NINEVEH
TO BE JUDGED HARSHLY--TO BE WIPED OUT BY

GOD.,

SO THE STORYTELLER CUES US IN. JONAH HAS
NOT OVERCOME JONAH YET. GOD'’S MESSENGERS

REMAIN HUMAN BEINGS. THEY BRING WITH THEM
THEIR OWN HUMAN OPINIONS EVEN WHEN THEY OBEY.

HOWEVER, IT NEEDS TO BE POINTED OUT THAT



CHRIST HAS COME SINCE THE STORY OF JONAH,

AND HIS MESSAGE WAS, "REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM
OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND,"” NOT “JUDGMENT IS KNOCKING
AT YOUR DOOR; YOU DON'T HAVE A FUTURE.” WHEN

WE CALL FOR REPENTANCE, WE HAD BETTER NOT

PLAY JONAH. JESUS HAS COME AND SET JONAH
STRAIGHT.

IN CHRIST'S RESURRECTION, GobD’'S KINGDOM AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE HAVE COME NEAR. THAT
IS WHY WE HAVE HOPE AND GOOD REASON TO REPENT,

[T MEANS THAT THE FUTURE FOR THE WORLD IS
AS RADICAL AS GoD'’S LLOVE FOR THE WORLD.

THEREFORE, WE ARE NOT BOUND TO ANY IDEOLOGY
OR "1SM” WHICH CLAIMS IT MUST IMPOSE ITSELF
ON THE WORLD TO SAVE THE WORLD, BE IT

CAPITALISM, OR SOCIALISM, OR COMMUNISM, OR

NATIONALISM, OR SCIENTISM, OR ANTI-SCIENTISM.

THAT MEANS THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE NOT

TO WEAR IDEOLOGICAL BLINDERS. AND SINCE
GOD’S LOVE IS FOR EVERYONE EQUALLY, IT MEANS
THAT ANY LABELS WHICH SEGREGATE ANYBODY AS
BEING OTHER THAN OURSELVES, BE THEY RELIGIOUS,
OR RACIAL, OR ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL ARE TO

BE REJECTED. IN CHRIST THERE IS NEITHER

JEW NOR GREEK, SLAVE NOR FREE, MALE NOR
FEMALE., NO ONE IS GOD-FORSAKEN OR INFERIOR

TO US.

THEN SOMETHING REMARKABLE HAPPENS IN NINEVEH,
INSPITE OF JONAH'’S POOR THEOLOGY, AND QUITE




CONTRARY TO WHAT MOST OF US BELIEVE IS

POSSIBLE, NINEVEH REPENTS! "“THE PEOPLE

OF NINEVEH BELIEVED GOD; THEY PROCLAIMED

A FAST AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH FROM THE GREATEST
OF THEM TO THE LEAST OF THEM.,"” WHAT GOD
WANTS, HAPPENS--AND GOD ACCOMPLISHES IT WITH
THIS HALF-HEARTED PROPHET.

NO DOUBT THE STORYTELLER IS POINTING AN
ACCUSING FINGER AT JERUSALEM, FOR NOTHING

LIKE THAT EVER HAPPENED THERE AND HOW MANY

PROPHETS PREACHED FOR REPENTANCE AND RENEWAL
IN THAT CITY? AND DOES NOT THE STORY POINT

ALSO A FINGER AT OUR COUNTRY AND AT OUR
CHURCHES AND US? ONE GREATER THAN JONAH
HAS COME TO US. GOD CERTAINLY HAS GIVEN
US MORE REASON TO REPENT. WE HAVE CHRIST,
CRUCIFIED AND RISEN.

NOW WE WOULD EXPECT THAT JONAH WOULD BE
ELATED AT THE SUCCESS OF HIS PREACHING--

BUT HE IS NOoT! RATHER HE CONDUCTED HIMSELF
LIKE A SULKY CHILD, GOD WAS MOVED TO
COMPASSION BY THE RESPONSE OF THE NINEVITIES,
BUT NOT JONAH. HE WAS ANGRY. MORE THAN
THAT, HE WAS HEARTBROKEN, HE WANTED TO DIE

WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH WERE
TO BE SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION. HE WANTED

TO SEE THESE EVIL PEOPLE PUNISHED, HE WANTED
TO BE ABLE TO SAY, "I ToLD YoU sO.” LIKE
SOME GOOD CHURCH PEOPLE TODAY, JONAH WAS

NOT WILLING THAT GOD SHOULD BE GRACIOUS,
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MERCIFUL, COMPASSIONATE, FORGIVING, AND OF

GREAT KINDNESS., MORE THAN THAT, JONAH WAS
ANGRY BECAUSE PEOPLE HE HAD THOUGHT WERE

WORTHLESS, HAD REPENTED AND TURNED TO GOD,
CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW ANGRY SOME GOOD CHRISTIAN
PEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE WHEN THEY DISCOVER

IN THE NEXT LIFE THAT PEOPLE THEY HAD ALWAYS
CONSIDERED USELESS AND INFERIOR AND NOT
SAVED, HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED IN GOD’S GRACIOUS
PRESENCE?

EVEN NOW SOME ARE DISAPPOINTED WHEN SOMEONE
THEY HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT TO BE NO GOOD. TURNS

HIS OR HER LIFE AROUND AND PROVES THEM WRONG,

BUT NINEVEH'S REPENTANCE IS THE SYMBOL OF
WHAT TRUE REPENTANCE IS LIKE., IT IS BASED
ON HOPE, HOPE IN GOD'S LOVE WHICH PUTS ASIDE
PUNISHMENT IN FAVOR OF RECONCILIATION,

TRUE FAITH DOES LEAD US TO HOPE. IT GIVES
US THE COURAGE TO MAKE A BREAK WITH THE PAST.
IT ALLOWS US TO MAKE CONCRETE CHANGES IN
BEHAVIOR AND TO MAKE A NEW BEGINNING.
CONTINUAL REPENTANCE IS THE CHRISTIAN’S WAY

OF LIFE,.

THAT'’S THE STORY OF JONAH. IT’S A STORY
OF HOPE AS IS THE NEW TESTAMENT--"“GOD SO
LOVED THE WORLD.” [ HOPE YOU WILL READ IT
FOR YOURSELF, I ESPECIALLY WISH THAT ALL
THE PROPHETS WHO CONTINUALLY TALK OF GOD'S




11

DESTRUCTION WOULD READ IT ESPECIALLY. GOD
IS OPENHEARTED., GOD LOOKS AT NINEVEH WITH

LOVE. THE NINEVEH'’S OF THIS WORLD CAN BE
CHANGED BY GOD. GOD IS NOT WILLING THAT
ANY SHALL PERISH, AND GoD SHALL HAVE GoD’s

WAY ,

[ LIKE ESPECIALLY WHAT ONE BIBLICAL COMMENTATOR
ON JONAH WROTE~-"IF THERE IS HOPE FOR THE
CHURCH AND THE WORLD, IT IS NOT BECAUSE OF
THE FAITH OF SO-CALLED BELIEVERS. IT CERTAINLY

DOES NOT REST ON THE PIoUS. OUR HOPE IS
IN THE POWER OF GoD’s WORD, WHICH CAN CHANGE

WATER INTO WINE, JONAH INTO A PROPHET, AND
YOU AND ME INTO DISCIPLES OF JEsSUs.” AMEN,




