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"WAYS OF REMEMBERING" 
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WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE DISTINGUISHED .FROM OTHER 

LIVING CREATURES BY ONE FACT WE SELDOM CONSIDER. 

WE ARE THE ONLY CREATURES WHO BUI.LD TOMBSJ 

AND ERECT MONUMENTS. 

To PUT IT ANOTHER WAYJ ONLY WE HUMAN BEINGS 
- .  

SEEM TO HAVE THE DESIRE OR INSTINCT TO WANT 
. 

. . . . . . . 

TO PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF OURSELVES, As FAR 
. . 

BACK AS THE RACE IS FOUND J THERE ARE MARKERS 
. . . . . 

FOR GRAVES SEEKING TO KEEP ALIVE A MEMORY. 
' . . . . 

THE REMAINS OF TOMBS ARE MORE· ANCIENT THAN 

THE REMAINS OF DWELLING PLACES 
. . . -

WHO WERE ALIVE. CITIES OF THE 

ARCHEOLOGY ANTEDATE CITIES FOR 

WE HUMAN .BEINGS WILL DO ALMOST 

KEEP FROM BEING FORGOTTEN. 

FOR PEOPLE 

DEAD IN 

THE LIVING, 
. -

ANYTHING TO 

BUT THERE'S MORE TO MEMORY THAN JUST BEING 

REMEMBERED. THE REMEMBERING OF THINGS PAST 

CAN BE A GUIDE AND A HELP IN THE PRESENT AND 

THE FUTURE. IT'S ALSO A WAY OF SAYING THAT 

THE PASTJ PRESENT AND FUTURE ARE INEXTRICABLY 

LINKED TOGETHER. ESPECIALLYJ THEREFORE) IN 

OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS REMEMBERING IMPORTANT. 
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1. THE BIBLE MAKES ABUNDANT USE OF THE FACULTY 

OF MEMORY. THE BIBLE ITSELF IS MEMORY WRITTEN 

DOWN. AGAIN AND AGAIN IN THE OLD TESTAMENTJ 

GOD SAYS TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAE� J "REMEMBER!" 
. . . . . 

REMEMBER YOU WERE SLAVES I.N EGYPT. REMEMBER 
. . 

THAT. Goo LED YOU OUT OF SLAVERY.! REMEMBER 

THE SABBATH TO KEEP· IT HOLY. REMEMBER ALL 

OF Goo's COMMANDMENTS! REMEMBER YOUR ANCESTORS 

I N TH.E FA I TH ! . 

GOD KNOWS THAT WHAT WE CHOOSE TO REMEMBER 

TO A LARGE EXTENT DETERM.INES WHAT WE ARE AND 
WHAT WE DO. 

. . 

A REMEMBERED HATRED CAN CAUSE 

US TO CONTINUE TO HATE AND BLOCK US FROM 
. . . 

LOVING, A REMEMBERED LOVE CAN CAUSE US TO 

CONTINUE TO LOVE. 

2. ALL HOLIDAYS ARE WAYS OF REMEMBERING. 
. . - - . . . 

THEY RECALL EVENTS OR INDIVIDUALS OF THE PAST. 
. . . . 

BIRTHDAYSJ ANNIVERSARIES� JULY 4TM J MEMORIAL 
. . . 

DAYJ THANKSGIVINGJ CHRISTMASJ VETERANS .DAYJ 
. . . - . . . . . . . 

COLUMBUS DAYJ WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAYJ EASTER�� . 
. . . . . . . 

ALL ARE DATES TO HELP US REMEMBER. 

. . 

3. HOLY COMMUNION OR THE LORD'S SUPPER IS 
. . 

A MEAL OF MEMORY. JESUS SAID> "Do THIS IN 
. . . . . -

REMEMBRANCE OF ME!" AND HE TOOK BREAD AND. 
. . 

BROKE IT AND GAVE IT TO THEM AND HE TOOK WINE 
. . 

AND POURED IT OUT AND SAIOJ "TAKE AND DRINK 
. . . . 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. " WHAT ARE SOME OF THE 
. . 

. . . . . . 

THINGS THAT HOLY COMMUNION HELP US "TO-REMEMBER 
. . . 

ABOUT GOD AS REVEALED IN JE·sus CHRIST? 
I) 
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A). HOLY COMMUNION REMINDS US IN OUR EATING 

AND DRINKING THAT JUST AS GOD WAS IN CHRIST� 

SO GOD THROUGH CHRIST IS ALSO IN US, IN OUR 

EATING AND DRINKING WE ARE TAKING CHRIST INTO 

us .. 

Now YOU MAY SAY--"BUT CHRIST LIVES IN AND 
. ' . . 

AMONG US WHETHER OR NOT WE EVER TAKE HOLY 
. . . . 

COMMUNION." OF COURSE THAT'S. TRUE�-HoLY 
. . . 

·COMMUNION IS SIMPLY .A WAY OF REMEMBERIN�> 
' . ' . 

AND OF REIN'FORCING . . ·vou CAN SAY YOU LOVE 
. ' . ' 

SOMEONE�. BUT IF YOU. NEVER EXPRESS THAT LOVE 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

IN A TANGIBLE WAY-�THAT LOVE HAS A WAY OF 
. 

DYIN�. THE HANDSHAKE� THE EMBRACE� THE KISSJ 
. . � . 

THE TOUCH·OF THE HAND ARE ALL TANGIBLE 
. . . . . 

EXPRESSIONS OF OUR FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS AND 
. ' .. . . . . 

THEY ARE MORE THAN THAT--THEY CAN HE.LP THE 
. . . 

LOVE TO GROW STRONGER. 

. . . . 

3 

I ONCE KNEW A HOME WHERE THE FATHER'S. INTENSELY 
. . . . . . . . . . 

.. 
. ' -

RESERVED NATURE WOULD NOT ABIDE ANY EXPRESSION 

OF LOVE, HE NEITHER KISSED OR EMBRACED HIS 

CH I LDREN .NOR ALLOWED THEM TO KISS OR EMBRACE 

HIM. HE WAS A GOOD FATHERJ BUT SOMEHOW THIS 

FIRM- PROHIBITION BECAME A BARRIER WH.ICH GREW 

AND GREW UNTIL ·AT LAST FATHER AND CHILDREN 
. . . 

. 
. 

SEEMED TO BE LIVING ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF A 
. . . . . 

WALL. IT WAS A SYMBOL AND ACTION NEGLECTED. 
- . . . ..... 

A SMALL THING TO SOME1 PERHAPSJ. BUT IT HELPED 
. . .. .  . · - - ... .  - . . . . - . 

FREEZE THE EXPANDING LOVE OF THOSE CHILDREN 
. . . . . . .. . . 

AND OF THE FATHER, THE FATHER WOULD'VE GIVEN 

A GREAT DEAL TO BREAK THE BARRIER DOWN, BUT 



SOMEHOW -COULD NOT. SYMBOLS AND ACTIONS 

NEGLECTED MAY WEAKEN THE EMOTION AND FE.EL I NG 

THEY WERE INTENDED TO EXPRESS. 
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NowJ OF COURSEJ SYMBOLS AND ACTIONS CAN BECOME 

ABUSED OR THEY CAN BECOME EMPTY FORMS. 

NEVERTHELESSJ WE ARE NOT FACED WITH THE 

QUEST I ON O.F SYMBOLS OR NO SYMBOL$J .-FOR LI FE 
. . . . 

IS CONSTANTLY PRESENTING -THEM TO US, P.ROPERLY 

AND REVERENTLY USED--THE SYMBOL CAN BE A WAY 
. . . . . . . 

OF REMEMBERING AND STRENGTHENING, 

B) HOLY COMMUNION REMINDS US NOT ONLY OF 
. . . 

OUR CLOSE RELATIONSH.IP TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST1 
. . . 

BUT ALSO OF OUR CLOSE RELAT I.ON SH.IP J OUR 

CONNECTEDNESS TO EACH OTHER AND TO ALL OF 

CREATION. 

. 

SOMEONE PUT IT TH·IS WAY: �'WHEN WE TAKE A 

PIECE OF BREAPJ WE TAKE 
. . .  

SOMETHING IN WHICH 
. . - . . - . . . 

THE SUNJ MOON AND STARS HAVE ALL SHARED THEIR 
. . .. . . 

LIFE. WE TAKE WITH THE PIECE OF BREAD THE 
- . . . . . 

MYSTERY OF RAIN FALLING ON THE EARTH; THE 
. . . .. . - - . .. . . . . 

MYSTERY OF ITS DARKNESS) OF GRAIN GROWING, 

THAT STRANGE MYSTERY OF HOW HUMAN BEINGS 

DISCOVERED THAT THESE GRAINS OF WHEAT COULD 
. . . . 

BE BEATEN INTO . FLOUR AND PEOPLE COULD LEARN 
. . . . . . . 

HOW TO BAKE BREAD .OVER FIRE. WE . TAKE IN THIS 
. . . . . . . 

BREAD ALL THE COSMOSJ EVERYTHING  OF NATURE��. 
. . . .. . . . 

ALL THE MYSTERIES OF HUMAN EXISTENCE," 
.. . 

"THE BREAD FEEDS OUR BODIES AND OUT OF OUR 
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BODIES OUR THOUGHTS COME INTO THE BRAIN, AND 

FROM THE BRAIN AND THE BODY COME ALL THOSE 

SPIRITUAL AFFECTIONS BY WHICH WE CHARACTERIZE 

OUR LIVES AND FREEDOM, IN SHORTJ WHEN WE 
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BREAK BREADJ WE BREAK OPEN ALL THINGSJ OURSELVES 

AND THE WORLD INCLUDEDJ AND WE MOVE INTO THE 

VAST SOLEMN MOMENT WHEN .. WE SAY THERE IS MEAN I-NG 
. . 

IN DEATH AND LIFE--THERE IS MEANING IN THIS 

VAST CONTRADICTORY MIXTURE OF THINGS," 

FURTHERMORE> TO EAT TOGETHER IS TO MEET AT 

THE LEVEL OF OUR MOST BASIC NEED. To EAT 

TH IS PARTICULAR MEAL TOGETHER IS ·To MEET AT 

THE LEVEL OF OUR MOST BASIC HUMANNESS WHICH 
. . . . 

INVOLVES OUR NEED NOT JUST 

EACH OTHER. I ·NEED YOU TO 

EMPTINESS JUST AS YOU NEED 

YOURS. 

FOR FOODJ BUT FOR 
. . . 

HELP FILL MY 

ME TO HELP FILL 

HOLY COMMDNION HELPS US REMEMBER THAT.WE ARE 
. . 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS WITH Gon AS OUR CREATOR 
. . 

AND IT REMINDS US ESPEC.IALLY THAT CHRIST DIED 
. . . 

FOR ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. THE NEXT TIME 

YOU WALK DOWN THE STREETJ TAKE . A GOOD LOOK 

AT EVERY FACE YOU PASS AND IN YOUR MIND SAY��. 
. . . 

"CHRIST DIED FOR THEE," THAT WOMAN; THAT 
.. . -

. 
. . . 

MAN; THAT BUM; TH.AT PHONY; THAT CROOK;. THAT 

SAINT; THAT FOOL; CHRIST DIED FOR ALL OF THEM. 
. - . . 

TAKE AND EAT THIS IN REMEMBRANCE THAT ·CHRIST 

DIED FOR YOUJ FOR THEM AND EVERYONE. AMEN. 
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