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SUNDAY J MAY 12 J 1985 

uTHE MOTHERHOOD OF THE CHURCH" 

ROMANS 12:4-8, MATTHEW 12:46-50 

THERE'S A STRANGE ·coNTRAD.ICTION IN THE 
LANGUAGE OF CHRISTIAN�. THE CHURCH IS 
FREQUENTLY CALLED THE nBODY OF CHRISTJ u AND 
AT THE SAME TIME IT IS USUALLY SPOKEN OF 
IN ��MININ� T�RMS--��MINJNE PRONOUNS ARE 

USED, THE FIRST VERSE OF THE HYMN--nTHE 
CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION" BEGINS--nTHE CHURCH'S 
ONE FOUNDATION IS JESUS CHRIST HER LORD J 

SHE IS THE NEW CREATION I I I // 

IF THE CHURCH CAN BE SPOKEN OF IN FEMININE 
TERMSJ I ALSO BELIEVE WE CAN TAKE ONE STEP 
FURTHER AND SPEAK OF THE CHURCH AS A MOTHER. 
IT'S A FITTING METAPHOR FOR THE FOLLOWING 
REASONS: 

1. FIRST� TO BE A MOTHER INVOLVES PREGNANCYJ 

AND·THERE ARE THINGS ABOUT PREGNANCY WHICH 
SPEAK TO US AS A CHURCH AND AS CHRISTIANS 
WHETHER WE ARE MOTHERS OR FATHERJ OR HAVE 
NO CHILDREN. 

To BE PREGNANT IS TO BE AN ACTIVE PARTNER 
IN CREATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW LIFE, 
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IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT AT ONE POINT IN HIS 

. . 

MINISTRY� JESUS USED THE METAPHOR OF BIRTH 
WHICH RESULTS FROM PREGNANCY AS A WAY OF 

·DESCRIBING WHAT IT IS TO BECOME A FOLLOWER 
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OF CHRIST 'S WAY. HE TOLD AN I.NDIVIDUAL THAT 
HE MUST BE BORN ANEW! JUST AS A MOTHER HELPS 
DEVELOP NEW LIFEJ SO THE CHURCH AS THE BODY 
OF CHRIST IS TO BRING .NEW LIFE TO PEOPLE. 

IN ADDITION THERE IS A PASSAGE IN THE PROPHET 
ISAIAH THAT USES PREGNANCY AS A SYMBOL FOR 
THE ACTI.VE LOVE OF GOD TOWARD HER PEOPLE 
AND I USE THE .PRONOUN ''HER'' BECA·USE IN TH IS 

INSTANCE THE PASSAGE DESCRIBES GOD IN FEMININE 
IMAGERY. 

"HEARKEN TO ME, .Q HOUSE OF JACOB, ALL THE 
REMNANT OF THE. HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WHO HAVE 
BEEN BORNE BY ME FROM YOUR BIRTHJ CARRIED 
FROM THE.WOMB, EVEN ·ro YOUR OLD.AGE1 I SHALL 

STILL BE THE SAME1 AND TO GRAY HAIRS I WILL 
CARRY YOU. I HAVE MADE1 AND I WILL BEARj 

I WILL CARRY AND WILL SAVE.n 

How INTIMATE IS THIS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
GOD AND us! AND HOW CLEAR1 THAT SINCE GOD 

CARRIES US AS THE PREGNANT WOMAN CARRIES 
A CHI.LO, WE REST IN GOD. LIKE A MOTHER 
CARRIES A CHILDJ so Goo CARRIES. 

us!. 

So ALSO THE CHURCH IS TO BE LIKE A MOTHERJ 

A CREATIVE) LIFE-GIVINGJ NURTURINGJ CARING 
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INSTITUTION, LIKE A MOTHER CARRIES A CHILD 
IN PREGNANCY, SO THE CHURCH CARRIES US, NOT 
ONLY WHEN WE ARE BABIES OR CHILDRENJ BUT 

. . 

WHENEVER WE NEED TO BE CARRIED THROUGH 
ILLNESS) GRIEFJ OR OTHER CRISES, 

ONE NIGHT A MAN HAD A DREAM. HE DREAM.ED 
HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE BEACH WITH GOD. 
ACROSS THE SKY FLASHED SCENES FROM HIS LIFE, 
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IN EACH SCENE HE NOTICED TWO SETS OF FOOTPRINTS 
IN THE SAND--ONE BELONGING TO HIM AND THE 
OTHER TO GOD, WHEN THE LAST SCENE FLASHED 
BEFORE HIM J HE LOOKED BACK AT THE FOOTPRINTS 
AND NOTICED THAT MANY TIMES ALONG THE PATH 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE SET OF FOOTPRINTS IN THE 
SAND. HE ALSO NOTICED THAT THIS. HAPPENED 
DURING THE LOWEST AND SADDEST TIMES OF HIS 
LIFE. THIS . BOTHERED HIMJ SO HE QUESTIONED 
GOD- �You SAID THAT ONCE I DECIDED TO FOLLOW 
YOU J YOU WOULD WALK WITH ME ALL THE WAYJ 
BUT I NOTICED THAT DURING THE MOST TROUBLESOME 
TIMES OF MY LIFE THERE WAS ONLY ONE SET OF 
FOOTPRINTS. 1 DON'T UNDERSTAND WHYJ WHEN 
I NEEDED YOU THE MOST J YOU DESERTED MEin 

GOD REPLIEDJ "MY PRECIOUS CHILD) I WOULD 
NEVER DESERT YOU. DURING YOUR TIMES OF TRIAL 
AND SUFFERING ) WHEN YOU SAW ONLY ONE SET 
OF FOOTP.RINTS J IT WAS THEN THAT I CARRIED 
YOU. '' 

2, SECOND, TO BE A MOTHER INVOLVED SACRIFICEJ 

SUFFERINGJ AND JOY. FOR THE CHURCH TO BE 



TRUE TO ITS MISSION AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 
INVOLVES SACRIFICE, SUFFERINGJ AND JOY-. 
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As SOMEONE WROTE: nTHE PAIN OF CHILDBEARING 
IS TWO-FOLD. THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF SUFFERING 
WHICH ATTEND THE PHYS I CAL BEAR I-NG OF CH I LDREN 
INTO THIS WORLD. THE FIRST IS THAT A WOMAN 
MUST MAKE SPACE IN HER BODY FOR A BABY; AND 
no·1N.G THAT SHE SACRIFICES A HOST OF PERSONAL 
GOODS: HER SHAPE, HORMONAL EQUILIBRIUM, 
ENERGY, HER FREEDOM TO SLEEP IN ANY POSITION J 

BEAUTY (so SHE SOMETIMES FEELS), AND WITH 
THESEJ HER SELF-ESTEEM. " 

AND THE WONDER IS THAT SUCH SUFFERING ALSO 
CONTAINS THE SUDDEN SPASMS OF JOY, AND THAT. 
BOTH SHOULD COME TOGETHER. THE WOMAN WHO 
GROANS IS THE SAME WHO LAUGHS TO FEEL LIFE 
WITHIN HER. 

THE SECOND SUFFERING OF BEARING CHILDREN 
IS THE OPPOSITE OF THE FIRST. HAVING MADE 
SPACE FOR THE BABYJ SHE MUST NOW EMPTY THE 
SPACE� IT DOES NOT MATTER HOW MUCH SHE HAS 
INVESTED IN CARRYING THE CHILD. AT THE END 
OF N.INE MONTHS_, SHE'S ASKED TO GIVE IT UP, 
TO SEPARATE HERSELF FROM IT, TO DELIVER IT 
WHOLE AND SQUALLING INTO EXISTENCE. " GET 
OUT OF MEJ 

1
' H"ER MUSCLES SAY J ·HE-R WOMB.1 HER 

LEAN.ING FORWARD, HER VERY SELF SAYS TO THE 
INFANT: nGET OUT OF ME, I.NORDER TO BE-n 

ANY REASONABLE PERSON MIGHT THINK THAT ONCE 



THROUGH THIS CURIOUS DRAMA OF LOVE WERE 
ENOUGH, ONCE TO LABOR AT MAKING ROOM; ONCE 
TO LABOR AT EMPTYING IT. Bur THE MOTHER 
IS ASKED TO DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN. 

FOR NOW THE CHILD IS NOT IN HER BODY J BUT 
IN HER LIFE. AGAIN) .SHE SACRIFICES A HOST 
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OF PERSONAL GOODS TO GIVE THE CHILD THE SPACE 
IN WHICH TO GROW. HER SCHEDULE ·1s BROKEN 
A THOUSAND TIMES BY THE CHILD'S UNTIMELY 
NEEDS. HER ENERGIES ARE DIVIDED. HER SENSE 
OF ACCOMPLISHMENT IS SHATTERED . EVERY TIME 
SHE DOES THE LAUNDRY WITHOUT. GRATITUDEJ 

BEC.AUSE IT IS AN ENDLESS TASKJ . ENDLESSLY 
TAKEN FOR GRANTED� ("HEY MOM! How COME 
MY PANTS AREN'T READY YET? DON'T I HAVE 
ANY CLEAN SOCKS?n) 

MY MOTHER WOULD GO TO BED EARLY AND TIRED. 
AND SO SHE MADE SPACE FOR HER SEVEN CHILDREN. 

AGAIN IN THIS SUFFERING AND .IN THIS SACRIFICE 
THERE ARE SPASMS OF JOY. SHE LAUGHS TO SEE 
HER CHILD'S EMERGING LIFEJ HER CHILD'S GROWING 
MATURITY. 

AND THIS TOO BRINGS MORE SUFFERINGJ SACRIFICE 
-AND JOY, AT THE CHILD'S MATURITY SHE MUST 
BIRTH THE CHILPJ NOT OUT OF HER BODY) BUT 
OUT OF HER HOUSE AND INTO THE WORLDJ AN 
INDEPENDENT AND INTERDEPENDENT BEINGi 



IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW MUCH SHE INVESTED IN 
RAISING HER OR HIM, BY STAGES NOW, SHE 
LABORS TO LET THE YOUNG PERSON GO. BY 
DEGREES SHE LOOSENS THE REINSJ KNOWING FULL 
WELL THE DANGERS TO WH.I.CH SHE· SENDS HER 
CHILDJ YET FEARING THE GREATER DANGER OF 
CLINGING TO THE CHILD TOO CLOSELY FOREVER. 
AND NOW HER HURT IS THE HURT THAT THE CHILD 
WILL ENCOUNTER ON HIS OR HER OWN, 

A YOUNG MAN WROTE ABOUT.HIS MEMORIES--"ON 
MY FIRST DAY IN THE FIRST GRADEJ I PANICKED 
AND CRIED AND RACED BACK TO .THE CAR WHERE 
MY MOTHER WAS. 'MAMAJ TAKE ME HOME! ' I 

THOUGHT SHE WOULD .BE HAPPY TO SEE ME AND 
TO DISCOVER MY UND IM IN I.SHED NEED OF HER 
PRESENCE, HER LOVE AND HER PROTECTION, I 
SAT SMILING IN THE FRONT SEAT AND HEARD THE 
CAR'S· IGNITION EVEN BEFORE SHE TURNED THE 
KEY. SHE NEVER TURNED THE KEY. ONLY NOW 
DO 1 UNDERSTAND -HER OWN TEARS AS SHE TOOK 
MY HAND AND WALKED ME BACK INTO THE SCHOOL 
AGAIN,_" 
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So BEING A MOTHER IS MORE THAN BE.ING PREGNANT 
AND HELPING TO BRING NEW LIFE. INTO THE WORLD; 
IT IS TO BE A CARING_, NURTURING INDIVIDUAL. 
AND IT IS ALSO. TO NURTURE CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE SO THAT THEY BECOME RESPONSIBL�, 
CARING INDIVIDUALS ON THEIR OWN. 

So TOO THE CHURCH IS TO DO MORE THAN JUST 



HELP PEOPLE TO BE BORN ANEW--BUT ALSO TO 
. . 

- - � 
. 

. . 
. 

HELP THEM GROW AND MATURE AS CHRISTIANS SO 
. 

. 

THAT THEY IN TURN BECOME CARINGJ NURTURING 
. 

. . 

PEOPLE, AND AS CHRISTIANS, MALE AND F-EMALE 1 

WE ARE ALL TO BECOME PREGNANT PEOPLE IN THAT 
WHILE WE OFTEN SPEAK OF LIVING IN GOD, THERE 
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IS ALSO. THE SENSE THAT WE CARRY CHRIST WITHIN 
US, So ST, PAUL WROTE, ul LIVE NOT WITH 
MY. OWN LIFE, BUT WITH THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
WHO LIVES IN ME.n WITHIN YOUJ CHRIST LIVES 
AND GROWSi AND FROM YOUJ THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
AND CHRIST WAYS ARE BORN INTO THE WORLD. 

I BELIEVE THAT JESUS HIMSELF SAW THE EMERGING 
CHURCH IN HIS TIME AS BEING LIKE A MOTHER. 
IN THE STORY READ AS PART OF OUR SCRIPTURE. 
LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW1 THE MOTHER 
AND BROTHERS AND PERHAPS SISTERS OF JESUS 
HAVE COME TO WHERE JESUS WAS TEACHING AND 
THE FAMILY SENDS A MESSAGE THROUGH THE CROWD 
THAT THEY WOULD 'LIKE TO SPEAK WITH HIM, WE 
ARE NOT TOLD WHAT WAS ON THEIR MIND1 OR WHY 
THEY WANTED TO SEE HIM. 

WHATEVER THE REASON) JESUS TOOK THE OCCASION 
AND USED IT TO-MAKE A POINT IN HIS TEACHING, 
HE ASKEDJ "WHO IS MY MOTHER AND WHO ARE MY 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS?0 

AND THEN STRETCHED 
OUT HIS ARM$1 HE SAIP, "HERE ARE MY MOTHER 
AND MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS! FOR WHOEVER 
DOES THE WILL OF GOD IS MY BROTHER AND SISTER 



AND MOTHER I'' 

IT'S AN AMAZING METAPHOR. "WHOEVER DOES 
. . . 

THE WILL OF Gon., IS THE MOTHER AND BROTHER 

AND SISTER OF CHRIST,» AND WHAT IS THE 

ULTIMATE WILL OF Gon--»ro LOVE Goo WITH- YOUR 

HEART AND SOUL AND MIND AND STRENGTH AND 

TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

To BE A MOTHER INVOLVES PREGNANCY AND G-IVING 

BIRTH--TO BE A MOTHER I:NVOLVES SACRIFICEJ 

SUFFERING AND JOY. THE CHURCH IS TO BE A . 

MOTHER AND WE ARE TO BE MOTHERS TO EACH 

OTHER, 

So ON THIS MOTHER'S DAY 1985> WE SALUTE·.THE 

MOTHERS AMONG USJ OUR MOTHERS) O�UR. STEPMOTHERS., 

OUR GRANDMOTHERS.,. OUR GREAT-GRANDMOTHERS-­

THOSE WHO HAVE MOTHERED USJ .BE THEY NEIGHBORS, 

STRANGERSJ .OR RELATIVES--FEMALE AND MALES .. 

AND WE ALSO S.ALUTE THE CHURCH AS OUR MOTHERJ 

AS THIS BODY OF CHRIST CARRIES US AND GIVES 

US NEW BIRTH AND AS IT HELPS US GROW AND 

MATURE SO THAT -CHRIST IS BORN IN US AND LIVES 

IN U-S 'i AMEN I 


