SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1985

"EXTRAVAGANCE AND SACRIFICE”

MARK 14:3-9

“Is IT PRACTICAL?” “WHAT WILL IT coSsT?”

"WHO WILL BENEFIT?” "IS IT RELEVANT?” THESE
ARE QUESTIONS WE ALL ASK ABOUT MANY THINGS
THAT GO ON IN THE CHURCH AND IN OUR LIVES,

WE ARE PRACTICAL PEOPLE OR AT LEAST WE WANT

PEOPLE TO THINK WE ARE, AND WE WANT, ABOVE
ALL ELSE, TO BE “RELEVANT.” PARTICULARLY

IN THE CHURCH AND IN RELIGIOUS CIRCLES, THE
IDEA OF BEING RELEVANT IS A FAVORITE ONE,

We N‘“‘*
PARTLY %ﬁAT IS MEANT BY THIS IS THAT(\EVERYTHING
s pAVE
WE DO AN IMMEDIATE PRACTICAL VALUE WHICH

CAN BE SEEN AND MEASURED, OR A FAVORITE "IN
WORD” NOW IS "QUANTIFIED,"”

I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT SOMETIMES I GET
VERY TIRED OF TRYING TO BE RELEVANT OR
PRACTICAL ALL THE TIME., THERE ARE TIMES
WHEN I WANT TO DO THINGS THAT ARE TOTALLY
AND WONDERFULLY IRRELEVANT, IMPRACTICAL AND
EXTRAVAGANT, AS SOMEONE SAID, “THERE ARE
OCCASIONS WHEN EXTRAVAGANCE IS CALLED FOR,
WHEN THRIFT DEMEANS, [HERE IS A TIME FOR
ROSES, AND A TIME FOR IRONING BOARDS OR

VACUUM CLEANERS,”
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EXTRAVAGANCE IS ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE WHEN

EXPRESSING PRAISE qupon. [F YOU TAKE TIME
TO WEIGH YOUR GIFT #®r&m GOD, THEN YOU DON'T

GIVE ENOUGH AND DON’T LOVE ENOUGH,

LOVE

NEVER GIVES AS LITTLE AS IT CAN GET BY WITH.
IT GIVES ALL IT HAS, WITHOUT COUNTING THE
COST AND WITHOUT SEEKING CREDIT FOR THE GIFT!

ALL THIS IS WHAT THE STORY FROM MARK’S GOSPEL
T THAT WAS READ EARLIER,

IN

JESUS HAD COME TO TF

THE BIBLE IS ABOL

LEPER IN BETHANY. I

A FEW DAVYS BEFORE THE FEAST OF
AND JUST A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE COMING BETRAYAL,

E HOUSE OF SIMON Tk

E

T WAS HOLY WEEK, JUST

THE PASSOVER

ARREST, TRIAL AND DEATH OF JESUS. HIS ENEMIES
WERE PLOTTING AGAINST HIM AND HE WAS AWARE
OF THE DANGER.,

WHILE JESUS WAS IN HIS FRIEND’S HOME, A
PERHAPS SOMEONE WHO HAD FOLLOWED HIM
> TO THIS POINT; OR
SOMEONE HE HAD MET BEFORE AND HAD BEEN OF

WOMAN,,

ON

LY AT A DISTANCE U

HELP, CAME TO HIM IN

AND ADORATION AND ANOINTED HIM WITH A o
OF VERY EXPENSIVE OINTMENT,

JUST A FEW DROPS. S
BOTTLE., BIBLICAL SC
TODAY'S MONEY THE EX
BE WORTH AT LEAST $500,00,

A GESTURE OF WORSFE

MAYBE

IP
AR

SHE DIDN'T USE
HE POURED OUT THE WHOLE
HOLARS TELL US THAT 1IN
PENSIVE PERFUME WOULD

HER UNBLOCKED SPONTANEOUS IMPULSE DEEPLY

TOUCHED JESUS,

HE LIKED THE UNRESTRAINED



LOVE WHICH SHE DEMONSTRATED. IT WAS NOT
SMOTHERED BY CAUTION OR PRUDENCE. HER ACTION

WAS BOTH EXTRAVAGANT AND IMPRACTICAL--BUT

I SUPPOSE MOST ACTS OF LOVE ARE IMPRACTICAL.,
SHE WAS COMPLETELY LIFTED OUT OF HERSELF

IN AN ACT OF INCREDIBLE DEVOTION AND LOVE,
IT WAS SOMETHING JESUS WOULD NEVER FORGET
AND NEITHER DID THE EARLY CHURCH, As JESUS
SAID, "WHEREVER THE GOSPEL IS PREACHED IN
THE WHOLE WORLD, WHAT SHE HAS DONE WILL BE
TOLD IN MEMORY OF HER."”

BUT AGAIN, IT WASN’'T A VERY PRACTICAL AND
RELEVANT THING TO DO. AND SOME OF THOSE

PRESENT SAID JUST THAT. THEY WERE INDIGNANT

AND ASKED, "“"WHY THIS WASTE? THIS OINTMENT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOLD FOR A LARGE SUM OF MONEY
AND THE PROCEEDS GIVEN TO THE POOR.”

THIS COMMENT BY SOME OF THE DISCIPLES AND
OTHERS-="WHY THIS WASTE? WHY THIS EXTRAVAGANCE?”
LEADS TO DEEPER QUESTIONS, SUCH AS--"WHAT

IS WASTE? IS EXTRAVAGANCE IN SOME SITUATIONS
OKAY? IS THERE SUCH A THING AS HOLY WASTE?

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXTRAVAGANCE

AND SACRIFICE?"

‘I, FIRST OF ALL, THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS
WHICH ARE IMPRACTICAL AND IRRELEVANT, BUT
WHICH ARE NEVERTHELESS IMPORTANT IN OUR
LIVES. IF EVERYTHING WE DID OR PROPOSED



TO DO HAD TO PASS THE TEST OF PRACTICALITY
OR RELEVANCE OR MEASURABLE RESULTS, OUR LIVES

WOULD BE QUITE DULL AND WE WOULD BE THE POORER
FOR IT.,

WHAT'S PRACTICAL OR RELEVANT OR QUANTIFIABLE
ABOUT HAVING A PARTY JUST FOR THE SHEER FUN
= IT? WHAT’S PRACTICAL OR RELEVANT ABOUT

O
B

B

D

and

JYING A BEAUTIFUL WEDDING DRESS @& WEARING
IT ONLY ONE TIME? WHAT’S PRACTICAL OR
RELEVANT ABOUT SINGING HYMNS OR SAYING

PRAYERS? OR HAVING A BEAUTIFUL CHURCH
JILDING? CAN THE RESULTS BE MEASURED AND

UT ON A GRAPH? CAN WE ISSUE A PROFIT AND

0SS STATEMENT ON SUCH ACTIVITIES? CAN WE

ASK, "WHAT'S THE BOTTOM LINE?"

WHAT'’S PRACTICAL OR RELEVANT ABOUT GOING
TO A CONCERT, OR SPENDING TIME IN AN ART
MUSEUM, OR LISTENING TO AN OPERA, OR SITTING

T
F

F
D

0
.

IN THE PARK DOING NOTHING BUT LOOKING AT

HE GRASS, THE TREES, THE BIRDS AND THE

_OWERS? OR READING A NOVEL JUST FOR THE

FUN OF READING IT? OR VISITING FRIENDS
BECAUSE YOU ENJOY THEM? OR SENDING SOMEONE
_ OWERS THAT AFTER A WHILE WILL WITHER AND

RY UP? OR PUTTING UP A CHRISTMAS TREE?

R P

HE

_AYING BRIDGE? OR TAKING A TRIP TO SEE

GRAND CANYON? OR LAUGHING AT A FUNNY

STORY? OR GIVING YOUR WIFE OR HUSBAND OR
FRIEND, OR CHILD A GIFT THAT CAN ONLY BE
APPRECIATED AND NOT USED?



ACTUALLY, A LOT OF WHAT WE DO IN THIS WORLD
IS WONDERFULLY IRRELEVANT AND AT TIMES
EXTRAVAGANT. DANCING, PLANTING FLOWER
GARDENS, WEARING PRETTY CLOTHES, OR GOING
TO THE BALLET., WE COULD JUST AS WELL WEAR
SIMPLE PRACTICAL CLOTHES WITH LITTLE OR NO
TAILORING OR DECORATIONS--THEY WOULD ALSO
KEEP OUR BODIES WARM AND COVERED. GOING
TO A CIRCUS, OR TO THE Z00, OR HAVING A
PICNIC IN THE PARK, ALL ARE EXTRAVAGANT
ACTIVITIES WHEN MEASURED BY THE YARDSTICK
OF PRACTICALITY,

HAVING A NICELY FURNISHED HOME OR APARTMENT
IS WONDERFULLY IRRELEVANT AND EXTRAVAGANT,
WE COULD LIVE WITH SIMPLE PULL-DOWN SHADES,
AND WHY HAVE ALL THAT BEAUTIFUL CHINA AND
SILVERWARE? PLAIN PRACTICAL DISHES WOULD
DO,

MOST HOBBIES ARE EXTRAVAGANT AND IRRELEVANT--
COLLECTING STAMPS OR COLLECTING ANYTHING,

AND WHAT ABOUT SPORTING EVENTS? SOMETIMES

WE TRY TO STRETCH A POINT AND LOOK FOR ALL
KINDS OF PRACTICAL VALUE IN THEM--THEY TEACH
TEAM WORK, THEY MAKE MONEY, AND THEY'RE GOOD
EXERCISE AS WE TRY TO JUSTIFY THE FUN WE'RE
HAVING. BUT WHY NOT JUST HAVE FUN SOMETIMES
INSTEAD OF LOOKING FOR ALL SORTS OF PRACTICAL

JUSTIFICATIONS?

THUS JESUS REBUKED THE DISCIPLES AND SAID,



"SHE HAS DONE A BEAUTIFUL THING TO ME."” NoT

A PRACTICAL THING, NOT A RELEVANT THING,

BUT AN EXTRAVAGANT AND BEAUTIFUL THING!

JESUS KNEW HOW TO RECEIVE AN EXTRAVAGANT

LOVING GIFT, HE DIDN'T SAY, “OH YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE DONE IT.,” OR "I DON'’T DESERVE IT,"” OR

"WHY DID YOU WASTE YOUR PRECIOUS PERFUME

ON ME?" RATHER HE RECEIVED THE GIFT GRACIOUSLY
AND SAID, "You HAVE DONE A BEAUTIFUL THING.

[ WILL REMEMBER IT ALWAYS,”

HE DIDN'T ANALYZE THE MOTIVES OF THE GIVER,

HE DIDN'T ASK IF THE GIFT WAS RELEVANT OR
PRACTICAL.,

THERE IS A PLACE IN LIFE FOR THIS KIND O
EXTRAVAGANCE, I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT

[ GET AWFULLY TIRED OF THOSE WHO ARE ALL

THE TIME SO DREADFULLY SERIOUS, WHO NEVER
SEEM TO LAUGH, TO HAVE FUN, TO TAKE TIME

OFF, WHO NEVER DO A FOOLISH OR EXTRAVAGANT
THING, | GET TIRED OF TRYING TO BE PRACTICAL
AND RELEVANT ALL THE TIME,

[I., MUCH OF RELIGION IS NOT PRACTICAL IN
THE USUAL SENSE OF THE WORD, THAT'S THE
TROUBLE WITH THE RELIGION OF MANY PEOPLE,
THERE IS NEVER ANYECSTASY -- NO HOP, SKIP
OR JUMP, AS LUCCOCK PUT IT, ONLY A DUTIFUL

TRUDGE, IN OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH, WE ARE
CALLED TO DANCE, TO HAVE A TOUCH OF DIVINE
MADNESS, TO BE FOOLS FOR CHRIST., BUT SOME

PEOPLE NEVER DANCE FOR JOY, THEY WALK SOLEMNLY




AND ARTHRITICALLY TO THE CEMETERY,

THAT MUST'VE BEEN PART OF THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST. JOHN
WAS ALWAYS SERIOUS, PREACHING DREADFUL
JUDGMENT, FIRE, AND BRIMSTONE, AND OF COURSE
THERE’S A PLACE FOR THAT-=-BUT NOT ALL THE
TIME., HE WAS SO SERIOUS, SO RELEVANT THAT

HE COULDN'T UNDERSTAND AT TIMES WHAT JESUS
WAS DOING--SPENDING TIME WITH CHILDREN, GOING
TO WEDDINGS, EATING WITH SINNERS AND OUTCASTS,
FORGIVING PEOPLE THEIR SINS,

JESUS WAS CALLED BY HIS ENEMIES, A GLUTTON

AND A WINE-BIBBER, BUT FOR JOHN THE BAPTIST,
THERE WAS A WORLD TO CHANGE AND HE HAD NO

TIME FOR ANYTHING ELSE, JESUS COULD UNDERSTAND
JOHN, BUT HE STILL LIKED WHAT THE WOMAN DID
WHEN SHE ANOINTED HIM WITH THE EXPENSIVE
PERFUME AND HE DIDN'T REBUKE THE WOMAN, BUT
REBUKED THOSE WHO WERE CRITICAL OF HER,

WHAT WE NEED IN OUR KIND OF WORLD IS MORE

OF THE SPIRIT OF JESUS AND THAT WOMAN,
INCIDENTALLY, MOST OF THE PEOPLE THAT JESUS
ENCOUNTERED ALONG THE WAY WANTED HIM TO DO

SOMETHING FOR THEM. [THIS UNNAMED WOMAN IS
ONE OF THE FEW WHO CAME TO HIM AND DID
SOMETHING FOR HIM--SOMETHING EXTRAVAGANT

AND SURPRISING.

MAYBE WHAT WE NEED MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE
IS, FROM TIME TO TIME, TO DO SOMETHING



EXTRAVAGANT FOR SOMEONE ELSE,

- THERE'S ONE PHRASE IN THIS STORY WHICH IS
OFTEN MISQUOTED AND USED OUT OF CONTEXT,
REMEMBER THE CRITICS OF THE WOMAN'S ACTIONS
SAID--"WHY THIS WASTE? THIS OINTMENT MIGHT
HAVE BEEN SOLD AND THE PROCEEDS GIVEN TO
THE POOR!” AND JESUS REPLIED, "LET HER
ALONE, WHY DO YOU TROUBLE HER?Y SHE HAS DONE
A BEAUTIFUL THING TO ME, FOR YOU ALWAYS
HAVE THE POOR WITH YOU AND WHENEVER YOU WILL,
YOU CAN DO GOOD TO THEM; BUT YOU WILL NOT
ALWAYS HAVE ME,”

USUALLY, THIS REPLY IS ONLY HALF QUOTED,

. PEOPLE TAKE THE PHRASE, "YOU WILL ALWAYS
- HAVE THE POOR,"” AND STOP THERE, AND THEN
USE IT TO TELL US THAT JESUS WAS SAYING THERE
WILL ALWAYS BE POVERTY AND THERE'S NOTHING
THAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT. THAT’S NOT AT
ALL WHAT JESUS MEANT, HE WAS SAYING--"I'M
GOING TO BE PUT TO DEATH IN A FEW DAYS SO
LET THIS WOMAN GIVE ME THIS BEAUTIFUL GIFT,
YOU CAN TAKE CARE OF THE POOR AFTER I’'M GONE,
FOR THEY WILL STILL BE THERE.” IT’'S A MATTER
OF TIMING. FURTHERMORE, HE WAS IMPLYING
THAT PROBLEMS OF POVERTY ARE NOT SOLVED BY
GIVING A LITTLE MONEY HERE AND THERE,

THEN JESUS ADDED ONE ADDITIONAL COMMENT--

- HE SAID, "SHE HAS DONE WHAT SHE couLD."”
MAYBE AT FIRST HEARING THAT DOESN’T SOUND
TOO EXCITING, HOWEVER, DOING WHAT WE CAN




IS FREQUENTLY THE LAST THING WE CARE TO DO,
HOW MUCH MORE DRAMATIC AND SPECTACULAR TO
DAYDREAM AND THINK OF THE THINGS WE COULD
DO IF ONLY WE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY AND THE

MONEY., PEOPLE SAY--"IF oNLY I HAD $100, 000
TO GIVE AWAY--THINK OF WHAT I COULD ACCOMPLISH.”

AND THIS BECOMES A SUBSTITUTE FOR DOING WHAT
ONE CAN DO, AND SO IN THE END NOTHING IS

DONE,

THUS THE CRITICS SAID, “THIS PERFUME 'MIGHT

HAVE' BEEN SOLD AND THE PROCEEDS GIVEN TO

THE POOR.” DO YOU THINK IF THEY OWNED THE
PERFUME THAT'’S WHAT THEY WOULD'VE DONE

IT? MOST OF US HAVE ALL SO

WITH

RTS OF IDEAS OF

WHAT OTHER PEOPLE SHOULD OR COULD DO WITH
WHAT THEY HAVE. BUT JESUS SAID, "“SHE HAS
DONE WHAT SHE couLD.” Do WHAT YOU CAN DO
FIRST, AND THEN IF YOU WANT TO DREAM ABOUT

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE,

"SHE HAS DONE WHAT SHE couU

IT'S OKAY,

LD.” JESUS

IS

ALSO SAYING HERE THAT WHEN YOU HAVE THE
IMPULSE TO DO A BEAUTIFUL THING FOR
SOMEONE=--DO IT! DON’T ALWAYS WAIT TO BE
PRACTICAL. I’VE SEEN THE OVER-ZEALOUS DESIRE
TO BE PRACTICAL STOP TOO MANY PEOPLE FROM
DOING SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL FOR SOMEONE ELSE,
THEN ONE DAY THE PERSON FOR WHOM THEY HAD

ALWAYS WANTED TO DO SOMETH

DIES, OR MOVES AWAY AND Tk

ING BEAUTIFU
EY ARE ONLY

WITH THEIR GOOD INTENTIONS,

— J

LEFT
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SOME OF THE BEST GIFTS OF LOVE ARE THOSE
WHICH SHOW A LOVELY LACK OF COMMON SENSE,
THOSE WHICH ARE EXTRAVAGANT BECAUSE THEY

ARE SURPRISING AND UNUSUAL. AND THEN WHAT
IS EXTRAVAGANT IS ALSO A SACRIFICE ON THE
PART OF THE ONE DOING THE GIVING,

OUR HISTORY IS FILLED WITH PERSONS WHO
"WASTED"” THEMSELVES AND WERE NOT AFRAID TO
DO SO. THEY WERE NOT AFRAID OF GIVING
THEMSELVES AWAY AND OF GIVING THINGS AWAY

IN THE SERVICE OF A NEW CREATION, T0O OFTEN

WE THINK OF SACRIFICE AS SOMETHING PAINFUL--
BUT THOSE WHO JOYFULLY GIVE THEMSELVES AWAY

IN LOVE FIND THE SACRIFICE A HAPPY AND
FULFILLING EXPERIENCE. THEY GIVE OUT OF
THE FULLNESS OF THEMSELVES AS DID THE WOMAN
IN THIS STORY. IN FACT, GoD’S LOVE AND CARE
FOR US IS AN EXTRAVAGANT SACRIFICE,

MANY PEOPLE ARE SICK TODAY, NOT ONLY BECAUSE
THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED LOVE, BUT ALSO BECAUSE
THEY HAVE NOT ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO GIVE

LOVE, TO BE EXTRAVAGANT IN THEIR LOVING AND
GIVING, THEY HAVE WITHIN THEMSELVES, AND

IT COMES FROM GOD, AN ABUNDANT OVERFLOWING
SPIRIT, BUT RULES, CONVENTIONS, AND STINGINESS
HAVE REPRESSED IT AND IT HAS ALMOST DIED,

THEY HOLD BACK AND ONE DAY THEY HAVE NO MORE

LOVE TO GIVE. THE MORE LOVE YOU GIVE, THE
MORE LOVE YOU WILL HAVE TO GIVE.,

SO THIS STORY OF THE WOMAN COMING TO JESUS
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SAYS TO US: DO NOT SUPPRESS IN YOURSELVES

OR OTHERS THE ABUNDANT, OVERFLOWING SPIRIT,

THE HOLY WASTE OF SELF-SURRENDER, THE LOVE

WHICH SURPASSES ALL REASON AND PRACTICALITY.

DO NOT GREEDILY PRESERVE YOUR TIME AND YOUR
STRENGTH ONLY FOR WHAT SEEMS RELEVANT AND
PRACTICAL., KEEP YOURSELVES OPEN FOR THE
CREATIVE MOMENT WHERE YOU CAN GIVE EXTRAVAGANTLY
AND JOYFULLY, THEN YOU ARE GIVING AS GOD

GIVES. AMEN,




