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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1985

"JESUS TOUCHED HIM”

MARK 1:40-45

TEXT: MARK 1:41 "“MOVED WITH COMPASSION,
JESUS STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND AND TOUCHED
HIM, "

MOST OF US HAVE PROBABLY HEARD OR SEEN THE
COMMERICALS FROM THE TELEPHONE COMPANY WHICH
URGE US TO "REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEONE,"”

[ LIKE THIS COMMERCIAL BECAUSE IT REMINDS

ME THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE I KNOW WHO LIKE

TO HEAR FROM ME AND [ LIKE TO HEAR FROM

THEM EITHER BY PHONE OR LETTER,

WE ENJOY TOUCHING AND BEING IN TOUCH WITH
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND OTHERS WE HAVE COME
TO KNOW. HOWEVER, IT’S A DIFFERENT STORY

WHEN WE ARE ASKED TO TOUCH THE UNTOUCHABLE,
BUT THAT'’S EXACTLY WHAT JESUS DID IN THE

STORY JUST READ FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK.

“MOVED WITH COMPASSION, JESUS REACHED OUT
HIS HAND AND TOUCHED HIM."”

HAVE YOU EVER HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING



CONSIDERED “UNTOUCHABLE"” BY THOSE AROUND
You? OR BY SOME OTHER GROUP OF PEOPLE?Y
SOME OF US MAY HAVE FELT WITHIN OURSELVES

THAT WE WERE UNTOUCHABLE AT ONE TIME OR
ANOTHER, BUT IT WAS PROBABLY MORE A FEELING

THAN A REALITY,

[ REMEMBER THAT AS A TEENAGER I HAD ONE

OF THE WORST CASES OF ACNE ON MY FACE THAT

YOU CAN IMAGINE., SOMETIMES I COULD HARDLY

STAND TO LOOK AT MYSELF IN THE MIRROR. AND
THEN I WOULD GET THE FEELING THAT [ WAS

UNTOUCHABLE, Now THAT I LOOK BACK ON THOSE
TIMES, I‘'M CONVINCED IT WAS MORE A FEELING

WITHIN MYSELF THAN A REALITY,

HOWEVER, IN JESUS’ TIME, AND BEFORE AND
AFTER FOR MANY YEARS, TO HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED
AS HAVING THE DISEASE OF LEPROSY MEANT
BANISHMENT FROM SOCIETY AND BEING PUBLICLY

DECLARED AS UNTOUCHABLE,

IN BIBLICAL TIMES, BOTH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
ERA AND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE TERM LEPROSY

WAS USED TO DESCRIBE A VARIETY OF SKIN DISEASES,
IN FACT, BOTH THE ORIGINAL HEBREW AND GREEK

WORDS FOR LEPROSY MEAN AN ERUPTIVE SKIN
DISEASE. THUS WHAT WAS CALLED LEPROSY WAS
NOT ALWAYS THE LEPROSY WE KNOW TODAY.

SOMETIMES WHAT WE NOW CALL PSORIASIS WAS
THOUGHT TO BE A FORM OF LEPROSY AND ALSO

RINGWORM,

IN BIBLICAL TIMES, THE PRIESTS IN THE JEWISH



COMMUNITY WERE GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY

OF PRONOUNCING AN INDIVIDUAL AS BEING

LEPROUS, OR OF GIVING A DIFFERENT DIAGNOSIS,

IN THE BOOK OF LEVICTICUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,
THERE ARE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS GIVEN OF
CERTAIN SYMPTOMS SO AS TO GUIDE THE PRIEST

IN HIS DIAGNOSIS,

IF A GIVEN SET OF SYMPTOMS WERE PRESENT,
THE PRIEST IMPOSED A SEVEN-DAY QUARANTINE,
AT THE END OF THIS PERIOD, THE PATIENT WAS
EXAMINED AGAIN, AND ISOLATED FOR ANOTHER

WEEK IF NO FURTHER DEGENERATION WAS APPARENT;
AFTER THIS SECOND WEEK, HE OR SHE COULD

BE DECLARED CLEAN,

[F, ON THE OTHER HAND, CERTAIN OTHER SYMPTOMS
APPEARED, THE PRIEST WAS EMPOWERED TO DECLARE
THE PATIENT "UNCLEAN” AND THE AFFLICTED
INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE SET APART FROM THE REST
OF SOCIETY. THE LEPER WAS ORDERED TO DRESS
DISTINCTIVELY AND TO ANNOUNCE HIS OR HER
UNCLEANNESS SO PEOPLE COULD GET OUT OF THE
WAY WHEN THE LEPER CAME DOWN THE STREET.
THE LEPER WAS NOW CLASSIFIED AS BEING
UNTOUCHABLE,

JEWISH RELIGIOUS LAW ALSO PRESCRIBED
APPROPRIATE RITUAL CEREMONIES FOR THOSE

OCCASIONS ON WHICH SPONTANEOUS HEALING TOOK

PLACE AND THE LEPER WAS DECLARED CLEAN,
THIS EXPLAINS WHY JEUS TOLD THE MAN AFTER

HE HAD BEEN HEALED TO GO AND SHOW HIMSELF




TO THE PRIEST AND TO ALSO GO THROUGH THE
PRESCRIBED CEREMONIES TO INDICATE HIS
HEALING,

FOR HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF YEARS LEPROSY
WAS CONSIDERED A DREAD AND MYSTERIOUS
DISEASE, IT WASN'T UNTIL 1871, THAT

GERHARD HENRIK HANSEN SHOWED LEPROSY TO

BE THE RESULT OF INFECTION BY A BACILLUS
SOMEWHAT SIMILIAR TO THE ORGANISM THAT

CAUSES TUBERCULOSIS, SINCE THEN, LEPROSY

IS OFTEN THEREFORE CALLED "HANSEN'S DISEASE.”

TODAY WE KNOW EVEN A GREAT DEAL MORE ABOUT
LEPROSY THAN DID HANSEN, AND SO MANY OF

THE FEARS OF IT HAVE BEEN LESSENED., MucCH
OF THE PIONEERING WORK IN UNDERSTANDING
LEPROSY--ITS CAUSE AND ITS EFFECTS--ARE

DUE TO THE WORK OF DR, PAUL BRAND AND HIS
WIFE, MARGARET BRAND, FOR MANY YEARS THESE
TWO CARRIED ON THEIR WORK AT THE MEDICAL
COLLEGE IN VELLORE, INDIA, THERE THEY
RESTORED TO THOUSANDS OF LEPERS THE USE

OF THEIR HANDS AND ARMS AND SAVED ADDITIONAL
THOUSANDS FROM BLINDNESS,

AS A SIDE EFFECT THEY ALSO DISCOVERED WHA
A HELPFUL FRIEND AND MESSENGER PAIN IS TO

THE HUMAN BoDY., [HE MORE THEY IMMERSED
THEMSELVES IN RESEARCH, THE MORE THEY
LEARNED, THE GREATER WAS THEIR AWARENESS
THAT MOST OF THE ATTITUDES TOWARD LEPROSY
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WERE OUTMODED TO THE POINT OF BEING MEDIEVAL
AND WORSE.,

THEY DISCOVERED, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT MOST

OF THE PREVAILING IDEAS ABOUT LEPROUS TISSUE
WERE MISTAKEN, IT HAD BEEN BELIEVED THAT
MISSING TOES OR FINGERS OR ATROPHY OF THE
NOSE WERE DIRECT PRODUCTS OR MANIFESTATIONS
OF THE DISEASE,

HOWEVER THEY DISCOVERED THAT LEPROSY WAS
A DISEASE THAT CAUSES PAINLESSNESS. THUS

LEPERS WERE LOSING SOME FINGERS AND TOES
BECAUSE THEY WERE INSENSITIVE TO INJURY

AND WERE ALSO LOSING THEM BECAUSE AT NIGHT
WHILE THEY SLEPT, RATS WERE EATING AWAY

AT THE TOES AND FINGERS OF LEPERS. SINCE
THEY COULD FEEL NO PAIN, THEY WERE NOT AWARE
OF IT.

GRADUALLY, AS THE RESULT OF RESEARCH A
VELLORE AND OTHER LEPER CENTERS THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD, THE TERRIBLE SUPERSTITIONS ABOUT

LEPROSY ARE RECEDING. CONTRARY TO POPULAR
IMPRESSIONS, IT IS NOT HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS.
IN FACT, IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO

TRANSMIT LEPROSY TO A HEALTHY PERSON, AS
WITH TUBERCULOSIS, OF COURSE, PEOPLE IN
WEAKENED CONDITIONS ARE VULNERABLE IN VARYING
DEGREES, THE DISEASE IS NOT HEREDITARY:
AGAIN, HOWEVER, AS WITH OTHER DISEASES.
INCREASED SUSCEPTIBILITY CAN BE PASSED ALONG




FROM PARENT TO CHILD,

BASICALLY, LEPROSY IS THE PRODUCT OF FILTH,

POVERTY, AND MALNUTRITION, IT CAN EXI
WHEREVER UNSANITARY CONDITIONS., HUNGER
OR POORLY BALANCED DIET EXITS,

ST

J

MAYBE THIS IS MORE THAN YOU WANTED TO KNOW

ABOUT LEPROSY.:. BUT IT MAY HELP US UNDERSTAND
WHY PEOPLE IN JESUS’ TIME, AND BEFORE, FEARED
IT SO MUCH.,

NOW WE KNOW WHY IT WAS SUCH A SIGNIFICANT

ACT FOR JESUS TO REACH OUT AND TOUCH THE
UNTOUCHABLE--TOUCH SOMEONE THAT EVERYONE

ELSE WAS AFRAID TO TOUCH. IN TOUCHING THE

UNTOUCHABLE, JESUS DISREGARDED A TABOO,
AND TOOK A RISK THAT NO ONE ELSE WAS WILLING
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INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE IN PRISON OR WHO HAVE
BEEN IN PRISON, HOMOSEXUALS. PEOPLE OF
A DIFFERENT SKIN COLOR THAN OURS. PEOPLE
OF A DIFFERENT ETHNIC BACKGROUND, PEOPLE
OF A DIFFERENT SOCIAL CLASS. THOSE WHO
ARE MENTALLY ILL. INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED. PERSONS WHO HAVE
CANCER, PEOPLE WHO ARE TERMINALLY ILL,
RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT A PERSON KNOWN TO

BE DYING MAY BE IGNORED BY HOSPITAL PERSONNEL,
EVEN FAMILY AND FRIENDS, WHEN THEY SEE LITTLE

HOPE FOR IMPROVEMENT, MAY WITHDRAW FROM

A DYING PERSON. THE TERMINALLY ILL OFTEN
FIND THEMSELVES IN A SYSTEM OF ISOLATION,

TREATED AS LEPERS WERE TREATED MANY YEARS
AGO,

WE ALL HAVE OUR CATEGORIES OF UNTOUCHABLES,
BUuT JESUS WILL HAVE NONE OF IT. MOVED WITH
COMPASSION, JESUS STRETCHES OUT HIS HANDS
AND TOUCHES THE UNTOUCHABLES, HE ACCEPTS
THEM, HE LOVES THEM AS GOD LOVES THEM AND

HE ASKS US TO DO THE SAME,

THIS MATTER OF TOUCHING ONE ANOTHER, HOWEVER.
CAN BE VERY COMPLICATED EVEN WHEN ONE IS
NOT IN THE CATEGORY OF BEING UNTOUCHABLE.,

FOR EXAMPLE, IN SOME CULTURES, IT IS NORMAL
WHEN TWO MEN GREET EACH OTHER TO DO MORE
THAN TOUCH BY SHAKING HANDS--THEY EMBRACE
EACH OTHER WARMLY AND KISS EACH OTHER., IF
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WE DID THAT IN OUR CULTURE, IT WOULD PROBABLY
BE MISINTERPRETED.,

DURING THE LAST PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN,
WALTER MONDALE AND GERALDINE FERRARO HAD
TO BE VERY CAREFUL HOW THEY TOUCHED EACH
OTHER LEST IT BE MISINTERPRETED.

SOMETIMES, WE DON'T WANT TO BE TOUCHED BY
ANYONE, THEN AT OTHER TIMES, ANOTHER PERSON
HOLDING OUR HAND OR PUTTING HIS OR HER ARMS
AROUND US CAN BE MOST REASSURING.,

WHEN I HAD SURGERY A FEW YEARS AGO WITH

A LOCAL ANESTHETIC, ONE OF MY MOST COMFORTING
MEMORIES IS THAT OF A NURSE GENTLY HOLDING

MY ONE HAND BETWEEN THE TWO OF HERS DURING
THE SURGERY WHILE AT THE SAME TIME SOFTLY
TELLING ME WHAT WAS GOING ON AND THAT THE
SURGERY WOULD SOON BE OVER. HER CARING
WAS COMMUNICATED THROUGH HER GENTLE TOUCH
AND MANNER. I CAN STILL FEEL THAT WARMTH
OF HER HANDS.,

THE FACT IS, WHETHER WE OR SOMEONE ELSE

IS TOUCHABLE OR UNTOUCHABLE, WE ALL NEED

TO BE NURTURED AND TOUCHED IN MANY DIFFERENT
WAYS: AND IT CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE

IN THE WORLD, THE RIGHT KIND OF TOUCH CAN
PERFORM MIRACLES!

SOME YEARS AGO, A RESEARCHER IN SPECIAL
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EDUCATION NOTICED THAT CHILDREN LEFT ALONE
IN AN ORPHANAGE FOR ABANDONED CHILDREN GOT

PROGRESSIVELY MORE AND MORE APATHETIC UNTIL
THEY JUST ENDED UP SITTING, I.Q., WISE THEY
WERE NORMAL CHILDREN WHEN THEY ENTERED,
BUT AFTER ABOUT A YEAR AND A HALF, THEIR
[.Q.'S DROPPED RIGHT DOWN INTO THE SEVERELY
RETARDED RANGE. THE RESEARCHER WONDERED--
WHAT'S HAPPENING? SO HE TOOK TWELVE
CHILDREN--AFTER MUCH ADO--BECAUSE THEY
DIDN'T WANT HIM TO DO IT--AND HE LEFT THE
REST OF THE CHILDREN THERE., HE TOOK THESE

TWELVE ACROSS TOWN TO A HOME FOR RETARDED
ADOLESCENT GIRLS AND GAVE EACH ONE OF THESE

CHILDREN TO A LITTLE GIRL, THESE YOUNG
WOMEN WERE NO GREAT SHAKES INTELLECTUALLY,
BUT THEY REALLY CARED.

THE RESEARCHER GAVE ONE OF THESE ABANDONED
CHILDREN TO EACH OF THE YOUNG WOMEN WHO
LOVED THEM TO PIECES AND WHO CRIED WHEN
THEY PUT THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN ON THE BUS
AT THE END OF THE DAY BECAUSE THEY HAD TO
GIVE THEM UP., THE ONLY VARIABLE WAS THE
AFFECT, NOTHING ELSE WAS CHANGED, JUST THE
FACT THAT THESE CHILDREN WERE TAKEN AND
LOVED AND PLAYED WITH AND INDEPENDENTLY

SEEN,

LATER A PAPER WAS WRITTEN ON THE PROJECT
CALLED “HEAD START ON HEAD START.” IN THE
PAPER THE RESEARCHER DOES A FOLLOW-UP STUDY

ON THESE TWELVE CHILDREN. EVERY ONE OF
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THE CONTROL GROUP LEFT IN THE ORPHANAGE
FOR ABANDONED CHILDREN IS IN A PSYCHOTIC

STATE IN AN

INSTITUTION OR SEVERELY MENTALLY

RETARDED IN A STATE HOSPITAL. BUT IN THE
GROUP THAT WAS CARED FOR BY THE RETARDED
YOUNG ADOLESCENT WOMEN, ALL BUT ONE GRADUATED
FROM HIGH SCHOOL, ALL OF THEM ARE MARRIED,
THERE IS ONLY ONE DIVORCE, NONE OF THEM

IS ON WELFARE, EVERY ONE IS SELF-SUPPORTING.
THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLE WAS THAT “SOMEBODY
SAW ME, SOMEBODY TOUCHED ME, SOMEBODY FELT
ME, SOMEBODY CARRIED ABOUT ME!”

THE RIGHT KI

ND OF TOUCHING CAN BE DONE IN

MANY DIFFERENT WAYS--BOTH TO THE UNTOUCHABLES
AND TO THE TOUCHABLES,

LAST SUNDAY

AFTERNOON, THE 9TH GRADE CHURCH

MEMBERSHIP CLASS AND THE SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
FELLOWSHIP HAD A SPEAKER, AN 8/ YEAR-OLD
WOMAN WHO LIVES HERE IN LINCOLN, AND WHO

HAS FOR YEARS USED HER HOME AS A PLACE WHERE
THE POOR AND THE HUNGRY CAN COME FOR FOOD

AND CLOTHES

BEEN DOING

WITH NO QUESTIONS ASKED. SHE'S
HIS FOR YEARS, AND BELIEVE ME,

SHE HAD DONE MORE TOUCHING OF PEOPLE’S LIVES
AND PERFORMED MORE MIRACLES THAN ANYONE

CAN IMAGINE,

THIS WOMAN HAS A SPARKLE ABOUT HER AND A

TWINKLE IN K

BECAUSE OF F

ER EYES THAT 1S UNFORGETTABLE.,
ER TOUCHING SO MANY PEOPLES
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LIVES IN THIS VERY PRACTICAL WAY, SHE IS
A HEALTHY PERSON HERSELF--THAT'’S BEEN HER

PAYBACK,

“MOVED WITH COMPASSION, JESUS STRETCHED
OUT HIS HAND AND TOUCHED HIM,” TODAY WE

IN THE CHURCH ARE TO BE THE HANDS OF JESUS.
WE ARE CALLED TO TOUCH BOTH THE TOUCHABLE
AND THE UNTOUCHABLE IN WHATEVER WAY THAT
CAN BE MOST BENEFICIAL TO THEM. THE TOUCH
CAN BE WITH OUR HANDS, WITH OUR ARMS, WITH
A PHONE CALL, A LETTER, A GIFT, OR JUST

A KIND WORD, IT’S SOMETHING EACH ONE OF
US CAN DO, AMEN ,




