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"STOP 1 LOOK AND LOOK AGAIN!'' , 

MARK 1:14-22 

A MOTHER WROTE: ''WHEN MY SECOND CHILD 
. 

WAS IN THE FIRST GRAD�1 SHE CAME HOME FROM 

SCHOOL ONE DAY AND TOLD ME THAT A BOY IN 

HER CLASS HAD BEEN GIVEN A u
o

u ON A DRAWING 
. ' 

BECAUSE HE HAD COLORED HIS TREE ORANGE. 

THE MOTHER'S RESPONSE.WAS1 'CAN YOU THINK 

OF ANY INSTANCES WHEN A TREE MIGHT BE 

ORANGE?1 THE DAUGHTER THOUGHT FOR A 

MOMENT AND THEN SAID1 'IN THE FALL,' SHE 

THEN NAMED THE OTHER FALL LEAF COLORS. 

THEN I SAID1 'CAN YOU THINK OF ANY OTHER 

COLOR LEAVES MIGHT BE1 OR CAN YOU THINK 

OF A FAMOUS PAINTER WHO HAS PAINTED HIS 

TREES A COLOR OTHER THAN GREEN?' AFTER 

A LITTLE COAXING SHE SAID1 'OH1 YES1 CLAUDE 

MONET PAINTED HIS TREES PINK.' 1 RIGHT1 

BECAUSE THAT IS THE COLOR THEY LOOKED TO 

HIM AT DAWN1 / I SAID 1 1 1 1 1 'NOW1 IF 

YOU LOOK OUTSIDE AT NIGHT AND IT IS VERY 

DARK1 WHAT COLOR DO THE 

'BLACK1' WAS THE REPLY, 

KNOW THAT THE LEAVES OF 

LEAVE LOOK?' 

'OKAY THEN, WE 

T .REES CAN LOOK 

OR BE RE01 BLACKJ BROWN1 GREEN1 YELLOW1 

ORANGE1 PINK1 AND MAROON1 DEPENDING ON 



• 

THE SITUATION. ' 'THAT'S RIGHT)' SHE SAID1 
. - . 

AND SKIPPED OFF TO DRAW A BATCH OF PINK 

TREES I,, 
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WHAT EYES SOME PEOPLE HAVE AND WHAT WONDERFUL 

IMAGINATIONS! THEY SEE THINGS WE DON'T 

ORDINARILY SEE OR THEY SEE THINGS THAT 

WE COULD SEE IF ONLY WE STOPPED TO LOOK 

AND LOOK AGAIN. THEY KNOW THERE'S MORE 

TO THE WORLD THAN FIRST MEETS THE EYE. 

THEY KNOW THERE'S MORE THAN ONE RIGHT 

ANSWER TO MANY OF THE QUESTIONS THAT 

CONFRONT US. 

A PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS FROM WASHINGTON 

UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS1 TELLS THIS STORY. 

HE SAID HE RECEIVED A CALL FROM A COLLEAGUE 

WHO ASKED I.F HE WOULD BE THE REFEREE ON 

THE GRADING OF AN EXAMINATION QUESTION. 

THIS COLLEAGUE WAS ABOUT TO GIVE A STUDENT 

A ZERO FOR HIS ANSWER TO A PHYSICS QUESTION1 

WHILE THE STUDENT CLAIMED HE SHOULD RECEIVE 

A PERFECT SCORE AND WOULD IF THE SYSTEM 

WERE NOT SET UP AGAINST THE STUDENT, THE 

INSTRUCTOR AND THE STUDENT AGREED TO SUBMIT 

THIS TO AN IMPARTIAL ARBITERJ AND THIS 

PROFESSOR WAS SELECTED. 

HE WENT TO HIS. COLLEAGUE'S OFFICE AND READ 

THE EXAMINATION QUESTION: »SHOW HOW IT 
. . 

IS POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE THE HEIGHT OF 

A TALL BUILDING WITH THE AID OF A BAROMETER." 
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THE STUDENT HAD ANSWERED: "TAKE THE BAROMETER 

TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDIN�, ATTACH A LONG 

ROPE TO ITJ LOWER THE BAROMETER TO THE 

STREET) AND THEN BRING IT UPJ MEASURING 

THE LENGTH OF THE ROPE. THE LENGTH OF 

THE ROPE IS THE HEIGHT OF THE BUILDING." 

THE PROFESSOR POINTED OUT TO THE INSTRUCTOR 

THAT THE STUDENT HAD A STRONG CASE FOR 

FULL CREDITJ SINCE HE HAD ANSWERED THE 

QUESTION COMPLETELY AND CORR.ECTLY. ON 

THE OTHER HAND J IF FULL CREDIT WERE GIVEN J 

IT COULD WELL CONTRIBUTE TO A HIGH GRADE 
FOR THE STUDENT IN HIS PHYSICS COURSE. 

A HIGH GRADE IS SUPPOSED TO CERTIFY 

COM_PETENCE IN PHYSICS) BUT THE ANSWER DID 

NOT CONFIRM THIS, HE SUGGESTED TH.AT THE 

STUDENT HAVE ANOTHER TRY TO ANSWERING THE 

·QUESTION, HE WAS NOT SURPRISED THAT THE 

INSTRUCTOR AGREED) BUT WAS SURPRISED THAT 

THE STUDENT AGREED. 

THE PROFESSOR WHO WAS THE ARBITER GAVE 

THE STUDENT SIX MINUTES TO ANSWER THE 

QUESTION. WITH THE WARNING THAT HIS ANSWER 

SHOULD SHOW SOME KNOWLEDGE OF PHYSICS. 

AT THE END OF FIVE MINUTES) HE HAD NOT 

WRITTEN ANYTHING) SO THE PROFESSOR ASKED 

IF HE WISHED TO GIVE UPJ BUT THE STUDENT 

SAID "No." HE HAD MANY ANSWERS TO THIS · 

PROBLEMJ HE WAS JUST THINKING OF THE BEST 

ONE. THE PROFESSOR EXCUSED HIMSELF FOR 



INTERRUPTING HIM AND ASKED THE STUDENT 

TO PLEASE GO ON. IN THE NEXT MINUTE HE 

DASHED OFF HIS ANSWER WHICH READ: "TAKE 

THE BAROMETER TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDING 

AND LEAN OVER THE EDGE OF THE ROOF. DROP 

THE BAROMETER J TIMING ITS FALL WITH A 

STOPWATCH. THENJ USING THE FORMULA S=l/2 

AT
2

J CALCULATE THE HEIGHT OF THE BUILDING,n 

AT TH IS PO.I NT J THE PROFESSOR ASKED THE 
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INSTRUCTOR IF HE WOULD GIVE UP. HE CONCEDED J 

AND GAVE THE STUDENT ALMOST FULL CREDIT. 

IN LEAVING) THE PROFESSOR RECALLED THAT 

THE STUDENT HAD SAID THAT HE HAD OTHER 

ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMJ SO HE ASKED HIM 

WHAT THEY WERE. "OH, YESJ " SAID THE 

STUDENT. "THERE ARE ·MANY WAYS OF GETTING 

THE HEIGHT OF A TALL BUILDING WITH THE 

AID OF A BAROMETER. FOR EXAMPLE) YOU COULD 

TAKE THE BAROMETER OUT ON A SUNNY DAY AND 

MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF THE BAROMETERJ THE 

LENGTH OF ITS SHADOW AND THE LENGTH OF 

THE SHADOW OF THE BUILDIN�J AND BY THE 

USE OF A SIMPLE PROPORTION) DETERMINE THE 

HEIGHT OF THE. BUILDING." 

"FINE) " THE PROFESSOR SAID, "AND WHAT ARE 

THE OTHER ANSWERS?" "WELL," SAID THE 
. . . . . . 

STUDENT) "THERE IS A VERY BASIC MEASUREMENT 
. . . . . .. . . . . . . 

THAT YOU WILL LIKE. IN THIS METHOP, YOU 

TAKE THE BAROMETER AND BEGIN TO WALK UP 
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THE STAIRS. As YOU CLIMB THE STAIRSJ YOU 

MARK OFF THE LENGTH OF THE BAROMETER ALONG 

THE WALL. You THEN COUNT THE NUMBER OF 

MARKS, AND THIS WILL GIVE YOU THE HEIGHT 

OF THE BUILDING IN BAROMETER UNITS. A 

VERY DIRECT METHOD! " 

"OF COURSE" IF YOU WANT A MORE SOPHISTICATED 

METHOD" YOU CAN TIE THE BAROMETER TO THE 

END OF A STRING,, SWING IT AS A PENDULUM" 

AND DETERMINE THE VALUE OF "G" AT THE 

STREET LEVEL AND AT THE TOP OF THE 

BUILDING, FROM THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE TWO VALUES· OF '' G ,, 1' THE HEIGHT OF THE 

BUILDING CAN, IN PRINCIPLE, BE CALCULATED. " 

FINALLY,, SAID THE STUDENT, "THERE ARE MANY 

OTHER WAYS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM." "PROBABLY 

THE. BEST"'' HE SAID" ''IS TO TAKE THE BAROMETER 

TO THE BASEMENT AND KNOCK ON THE SUPERINTENDENT' S 

DOOR. WHEN THE SUPERINTENDENT ANSWERS, 

YOU SPEAK TO HIM AS FOLLOWS: ' MR. 

SUPERINTENDENT) HERE I HAVE A FINE 

BAROMETER. IF YOU WILL TELL ME THE HEIGHT 

OF THIS BUILDING" I WILL GIVE YOU THIS 

BAROMETER I// 

AT THIS POINT" THE PROFESSOR ASKED THE 

STUDENT IF HE REALLY DID NOT KNOW THE 

CONVENTIONAL ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION. HE 

ADMITTED THAT HE DID" BUT SAID THAT HE 

WAS FED UP WITH HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 

INSTRUCTORS TRYING TO TEACH HIM HOW TO 
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THINK, TO USE THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD, AND TO EXPLORE 

THE DEEP INNER LOGIC OF A SUBJECT IN A PEDANTIC WAY, 

RATHER THAN TEACHING STUDENTS TO SEE THAT THERE IS 

OFTEN MORE THAN ONE WAY OF APPROACHING A QUESTION 

AND A SUBJECT. WHY NOT TEACH STUDENTS TO BROADEN 

THEIR VISION. 

THIS YOUNG MAN HAD A VIVID IMAGINATION. HE LIKED 

TO LOOK AT A s·rruATION IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY! AND 

HE SAW THINGS THAT OTHERS DIDN'T SEE. 

WHAT'S ALL THIS GOT r·o DO WITH OUR TEXT FOR THIS 

t�ORNING AND WITH THE CHRISTIAr� FAITH? JUST THIS: 

JESUS COULD SEE UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES IN PEOPLE 

HE MET, WHEREAS OTHERS IN SEEING THE SAME PEOPLE, 

-- HAO ONLY LIMITED VISION.✓ THE GOSPEL OF MARK REPORTS 

THAT JESUS WAS PASSING ···sv THE SEA OF GALILEE AN'D HE 

SAW SIMON AND ANDREW, THE BROTJ1ER OF SIMON, CASTING 

A NET INTO THE SEA, FOR THEY WERE FISHERMEN. PROBABLY, 

1 ··F YOU AND I HAD BEEN �JALKING ALONG THAT SAME SEASHORE• 

WHAT WE WOULD'VE SEEN IS TWO FISHERMEN. BUT JESUS 

SAW MORE--MUCH MORE. 

WHEN JESUS S.POTTED ANDREW AND SIMON, THIS WAS NO 
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CASUAL GLANCE. OF COURSE, HE SAW WHAT OTHER PEOPLE 

SAW--TWO INDIVIDUALS GOING ABOUT THEIR EVERYDAY 

OCCUPATIONS OF BEING FISHERMEN--BUT HE SAW MORE. 

HE SAW SIMON AND ANDREW IN ALL THEIR POTENTIALITIES, 

NOT ONLY AS THEY WERE, BUT AS THEY COULD BE. HE 

SAW THEM AS POSSIBLE DISCIPLES--INDIVIDUALS WHO COULD 

DO AMAZING THINGS FOR GOD. 

THE LITTLE GIRL WHO COLORED THE TREE ORANGE WAS LIKE 

JESUS. SHE KNEW THAT TREES ARE OFTEN 6REEN--EVERYONE 

KNOWS THAT. BUT SHE ALSO K�fEW MORE. SHE KNEW THAT 

TREES COULD BE ORANGE, OR PINK, OR BLACK, OR MAROON, 

OR YELLOW, OR BROWN. SHE SAW THE TREES IN ALL OF 

THEIR POTENTIALS. 

SO ALSO, THE PHYSICS STUDENT WHO WAS ASKED TO 

DETERMINE THE HEIGHT OF A TALL BUILDING WITH THE 

AID OF A BAROMETER--HE KNEW THE CONVENTIONAL A�ISWER, 

BUT HE ALSO SAW MUCH MORE. 

THE GOSPEL STORIES ARE FILLED WITH EXAMPLES OF 

JESUS SEEING WHAT OTHERS MISSED. HE SAW ZACCHAEUS 

UP IN THE TREE AND HE SAW IN HIM A MAN WHO WAS 

READY TO BE CHANGED--A PERSON WHO COULD BE TURNED 



AROUND. ALL OTHER PEOPLE SAW WAS A TAX-COLLECTOR 

ANO AN INDIVIDUAL THEY HATED. THEY HAD HIM TYPED. 

HE WOULD NEVER CHANGE. 

BUT JESUS FREQUENTLY SAW t�HAT OTHERS COUL O NOT SEE. 

HE SAW THE WOMAN CASTING ALL HER LIVING INTO THE 

ALMS BOX. HE SAW HERE EXTREME GENEROSITY. HOW 
• • 

MUCH THE WORLD WOULD BE BtESSED IF WE COULD SAY, 

"WE HAVE THE EYES OF CHRIST.'' HOW MUCH WOULD COME 

FROM A HEIGHTENED SENSE OF SEEING; THE ABILITY TO 

SEE PEOPLE NOT AS BLURRED OB3ECTS I·N THE LA�tDSCAPE 1 

AND OFTEN ONLY FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THEIR 

POSSIBLE USEFULNESS TO US; BUT TO SEE THEM WITH A 

DEDICATED IMAGINATION--TO SEE THEM WITH FAITH IN THEIR 

POSS IB IL I TI ES. 

THLNK HOW OFTEN WE TYPE-CAST PEOPLE. SHE'S A 

CONSERVATIVE! HE'S A LIBERAL! HE'S A JERK AND 

ALWAYS WILL BE! SAE'S ON WELFARE! HE'S STUPID! 

SHE'S UGLY! WITH ONE OR TWO WORDS WE LIMIT OUR 

VISION AND WE LIMIT PEOPLE. 

OUR CHRISTIAN ·FAITH REMINDS US THAT THERE'S SO MUCH 

MORE TO GOD'S CREATION THAN WE SEE AT FIRST GLANCE! 

A LARGE PART OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS WAS TO OPEN 
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PEOPLE'S EYES--TO GIVE SIGf1T TO THE BLIND; AND BLINDNESS 

IS NOT LIMITED TO THE SIMPLE PHYSICAL SENSE OF SEEING. 

JESUS WANTED PEOPLE TO STOP, LOOK ANO THEN LOOK AGAIN! 

ONE WAY TO JUDGE YOUR RELIGIOUS FAITH IS TO ASK: 

DOES IT HELP ME BROADEN MY VISION, OR DOES IT NARROW 

AND LIMIT MY VISION? IF YOUR RELIGIOUS FAITH 

DOE.SN'T BROADE�I YOUR VISION, THEN SOt�ETHING'S WRONG 

WITH IT. OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH SHOULD ENABLE EVERY 

ONE OF U5 TO SEE EACH INDIVIDUAL WE MEET AS A CHILO 

OF GOD AND THEREFORE AS OUR BROTHER OR SISTER. 

TODAY IS BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 1 HERE AND ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY. ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF THE SCOUT MOVEMENT 

IS TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE STOP, LOOK ANO LOOK AGAIN. 

IT HELPS YOUNG PEOPLE SEE THINGS THEY HAD NOT NOTICED 

BE FORE, ANO UNDERSTAND THINGS NOT UNDERSTOOD BE FORE. 

AS I REMEMBER IT, THE SCOUT LAW GOES LIKE THIS: 

"A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY, LOYAL, HELP'.fUL, FRIENDLY, 

COURTEOUS, KIND, OBEDIENT, CHEERFUL, THRIFTY, 

BRAVE, CLEAN• AND REVERENT. 11 ALL THESE ARE FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF BROADENING OUR VISION. 

WHAT THEN ARE sor.�E ADDITIO�IAL WAYS THAT CAN HELP us 
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BEGIN TO SEE THINGS WE HAVE BEEN MISSING? 

BE FORE WE CAN SEE MUCH MORE THAN WITH A CAS'UAL GLA�fCE, 

WE HAVE TO STOP! REMEMBER THE OLD RAILROAD WARNINGS 

USED TO SAY: ··s·reP. LOOK AND LISTEN! II THERE ARE. 

THINGS WE CANNOT SEE WHILE WE ARE MOVING. PERHAPS 

ALL OF US NEED LESSONS IN THE ART OF STOPPING. 

LATER IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK, THERE'S A STORY ABOUT 

J�SUS HtALING A BLIND BtGGAR BY T�� sror 0� T�� ROAD. 

THE BEGGAR HAD BEEN AROUND SO LONG 1 NOBODY NOTICED 

HIM. HIS NAME WAS BARTIMAEUS. JESUS AND HIS 

DISCIPLES WERE LEAVING JERICHO, AND A LARGE CROWD 

WAS FOLLOWING HIM. BARTIMAEUS WAS SITTING BY THE 

SIDE OF THE ROAD IN HIS USUAL PLACE. WHEN HE HEARD 

THAT IT WAS JESUS OF NAZARETH WHO WAS COMING BY, HE 

SHOUTED, ''JESUS, SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCYCN �1E. '' 

THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM TOLD HIM TO BE QUIET, BUT HE 

SHOUTED ALL THE MORE. AT THAT POINT IN THE STORY, 

MARK REPORTS, "JESUS STOPPED!" THEN HE SAID. "CALL 

THAT MAN AND BRING HIM TO ME. 11 BARTIMAEUS WAS 

BROUGHT TO HIM AND JESUS ASKED HIM, "WHAT DO YOU WANT 

.-_ ME TO DO FOR YOU?'' BARTIMAEUS ANSWERED, ''LET 1.�E 

REOEIVE MY SIGHT�•• AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, ''GO YOUR 
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WAY• YOUR FA ITH HAS MADE YOU WELL." AND IMMEDIATELY 

HE RECEIVED HIS SIGHT AND BEGAN TO FOLLOW JESUS ON 

THE WAY. 

JESUS STOPPED! THE ART OF STOPPING IS A HIGH ART! 

SO OFTEN I'VE. \�ANTED TO SAY TO PEOPLE--"STOP!" TAKE 

A LOOK AROUND YOU. LOOK AT WHAT YOU'-RE DOI�NG TO YOUR 

FAMILY WITH YOUR BUSYNESS. LOOK AT WHAT YOU'RE DOING 

TO YOURSELF. STOP! LOOK AT YOUR CHILDREN AND THEN 

LOOK AGAIN_ Sff THfM AS TH�V AR� NOW--NOT AS YOU 

vJANT THEM TO BE, OR AS THEY t1'ERE IN THE PAST. STOP! 

LOVE THEM! ENJOY THEM! THEY ARE GOING TO BE GONE 

BEFORE YOU KNOW IT. 

STOP! HUG YOUR SPOUSE. HUG:�·.vouR CHILDREN. TELL 

YOUR FRIENDS HOW MUCH YOU APPRECIATE THEM. A 

PRAYER I HEARD RECENTLY SAID, "l'100, I KEEP THINKI�lG 

ABOUT THAT 17 YEAR-OLD GIRL WHO TOLD ME HER MOTHER 

RADN'T HUGGED HER SINCE SHE WAS IN THE 7TH GRADE. 

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE HOLD THEIR HUGS BACK? IS THERE 

SOMEONE WAITING FOR A HUG FROM ME?'' 

STOP! OPEN YOUR EYES! JESUS IS SAYING THAT TO 

YOU AND TO ME AS MUCH AS HE WAS SAYING IT TO THE 

BLIND MAN. OPEN YOUR EYES! RECEIVE YOUR SIGHT! 
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BEGIN·---ro TAKE TI�1E TO LOOK AT AND APPRECIATE ANO ENJOY 

THE WORLD AROUND YOU. WATCH THE SUNRISE. APPRECIATE 

THE SUNSET. STOP! LOOK AND LOOK AGAIN! 

STOP! AND BEGIN TO SEE BEAUTY WHEREVER AND IN 

WHATEVER FORM YOU MAY FIND IT. THE BEAUTY OF GOD 1 S 

CREATION IS ALL AROUND US. 

FOR YOU WHO DON'T HAVE TO WORK AT THEIR REGULAR JOBS 

ON SUNDAV--TO YOU. Jt;:SUS SAYS, ''STOP!" WHATEVt.R VOU 

ARE DOING AND TAKE TIME TO WORSHIP. BEING IN 

WORSHIP IS A TIME OF STOPPING YOUR USUAL ROUND OF 

ACTIVITIES TO BE MORE AWARE OF GOD IN YOUR LIFE AND 

GOD IN THE WORLD. 

TAKE TIME EACH DAY IN YOUR LI FE TO STOP, LOOK AN.D 

LOOK AGAIN. YOU WILL SEE THINGS YOU HAVE NEVER 

NOTICED BEFORE AND YOUR LI FE �JILL BE RICHER FOR 

IT! YOU WILL SEE GOD IN PLACES YOU WERE NOT 

ARE OF. AMEN. 


