Sunday, January 6, 1985
EPIPHANY AND THE FUTURE
Matthew 2:1-12

Usually, we associate the story of the visit of the Wise Men mostly with Christmas and in so
doing part of its meaning is lost. In most Nativity sense of today, they are present at the
manager — however, the Gospel of Matthew reports that when the Wise Men got to
Bethlehem, after first stopping in Jerusalem, to confer with chief priests and scribes and King
Herod, they went into the house and they saw the child with Mary, his mother. Their visit was at
least several weeks after the birth of the child, or maybe even longer.

The point is, the story of the visit of the Wise Men has its own meaning and message, and in
times past, it was usually a separate holiday known as Epiphany, celebrated on January 6, or
what we today call the 12th day of Christmas.

Chat then is the difference in the emphasis and message of Christmas and Epiphany?
Christmas eve and Christmas day both celebrate the birth of the Savior of all people
everywhere.

Jesus had been born a Jew of the royal line of King David in fulfilment of a long line of Hebrew
prophecy and was to be the glory of his people Israel. But now with the announcement of his
birth to the Wise Men in another country and thein subsequent visit to him, the story of
Christmas takes on an entirely new dimension — a dimension so new and startling that it is still
not fully realized. Jesus was not only a Jewish King or a Jewish Messiah, but he is portrayed
as the Savior of all the world.

The Wise Men who traveled to find Jesus and then worshipped him, symbolized then and now
the ultimate of all human beings. Here is a message of good news for all the world. Here is the
fulfillment of God’s intention.

All through the Bible there are strong hints of this oneness, this connectedness, this unity.
Although at some points the perspective in the Bible seems to be little more than tribal and very
narrow, it ultimately becomes Clar that nothing less than the whole world and all people
everywhere is the object of God’s love.

In the beginning, God’s promise to Abraham and Satan was that thein descendants would
become a great nation and would be a blessing to all the people of the earth. In the New
Testament, the idea is fuller developed and is expressed in such statements as: ,God so loved
the World, that God gave his only Son, *

Then in the book of Acts, the Christian faith and the Christian community are set squarely in a
context of the total history of the planet earth. Listen: ,God made from one every nation of
people to live on all the face of the earth, “Here as in other places in the Bible, human beings
are identified as a biological unity, and set within the sweep of Chat we would today call ,osmic
evolution. “

Such a claim by Jesus and later by the Apostle Paul, that we live in one world as one family,
must've seemed preposterous to many people in that day, just as the visit of the Wise Men
must’ve seemed strange and out of place.



Yet we who live in today’s world are experiencing more and more the fact that we are one
family, one people under God. Not too many years ago, a famine in Africa would’ve gone
unnoticed by most of the people of the world. But now with world-girdling communication

systems, we can see it with our own eyes almost immediately.

Examples of our connectedness are everywhere. An economic recession or depression in one
part of the world is felt in many other places. We worry today not just about our oil prices, but
about world oil prices. As the world rushes on we now know that all of our problem is rapidly
becoming world problem are rapidly becoming world problem, whether it be apartheid in south
Africa, the Russians in Afghanistan, the Cia in Nicaragua, or terrorists in Iran. Add to this the
fact that a nuclear war would be devastating for everyone everywhere. We are one world
whether we like it or not.

And there are a lot of people who don't like it. Thus, one of the strongest and most dangerous
forces in our time is a trend toward tribalism. As Martin Marty puts it: ,Tribalism fallows me to
link ,my ‘Gods-people-place-culture over against ,their ‘gods-people-place-culture in an endless
cycle of defensive and aggressive acts. “

Isn’t it ironic that at a time when we are more and more aware of our connectedness and are
more and more on armaments, on weapons of destruction than ever before in the history of the
world.

At a time when it should be on the decrease, tribalism is on the increase. In an age of terrorism
and easily available weaponry, it remains a destructive force. Today individuals and groups
that promote empathy, tolerance and responsiveness between people and groups do not
prosper nearly as much as introverted and aggressive groups do.

Thus, the message of Epiphany needs to be proclaimed in every way and in every place. Hear,
O peoples of the earth, the Lord our God is one God. God so loved the world, all the world, not
just one tribble or one people or one religion or one nation — the whole world, that God sent
the Savior.

And Christ the Savior came to save us from the most devastating and basic sin of all — the sin
of separateness — the sin of saying that one individua or nation or group is more favored by
God than another. This does not mean that God'’s purpose in one world is to have all people

exactly alike — but God’s will be to have all persons working together in harmony — each in
his or her own uniqueness. That’s the message of Epiphany!

This morning then, on this first Sunday of the New Year, Christ invites us to come to his table in
this spirit — being Aware that we are all a part of God’s family and that no matter how unequal
our ability, God loves us equally! Amen.



