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A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHRISTMAS LETTER  
Luke 2:1-7 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS SERMON IN THE FORM OF A LETTER TO MARY AND JOSEPH WRITTEN 
BY MARY’S FATHER, NATHAN (JESUS’ GRANDFATHER) 
 

Dear Mary and Joseph: 
 

Your mother and I were delighted and excited to get the news of the birth of your baby and our 
first grandchild. We only wish we could’ve been with you when the child was born. Bethlehem 
is so far away. And we heard that you could not find room in the Inn so that the baby was born 
in a stable and had a manger for his crib. We’re anxious to talk with you personally so we can 
hear all about what happened. No matter what the circumstance, the birth of a couple’s first 
child is something most parents never forget. 
 

Naturally, we want to see the baby as soon as possible. Perhaps when you bring him to 
Jerusalem to the Temple for the rite of purification and thanksgiving according to the law of 
Moses, we can be present. That’s always a very special occasion. 
 

Since this is your first child and our first grandchild, I hope you won’t mind if I included in this 
letter some ideas that your mother and I have regarding children, and the relationship between 
parents and children as they grow and mature. 
 

1. First of all, remember that although your child was born into your family, this child is also a 
part of the larger human family. He is not only a part of each of you, but he is related to all of 
creation. In one sense the child is yours, but also more than yours. Thus, one of the most 
important gifts we parents and others can give our children as they begin to grow and mature 
is a deep sense of their connectedness, of their relatedness to all other things and living 
beings in God’s creation. The self is only the self in that it has a world, a structure in which it is 
a part. Each individual is unique, yet could not live without its connections to the universe. We 
are a community of persons and a world of things. We are what we are because birds exist, 
plants grow, bees pollinate, winds blow, tides change, rains fall and accidents happen. Nothing 
occurs in the world that in some way does not affect us all. Even the most insignificant act we 
perform will have some effect upon the world. No person is an island. There is no such thing 
as a “self-made man or woman.” 
 

Not only are we connected to everything that is in this creation, but we are also inextricably 
connected to God. God’s love surrounds us and upholds us whether we are aware of it or 
admit it. God’s Spirit dwells within each one of us whether we are aware of it or pay attention to 
it — it is there! The fact is we cannot escape God. The Psalmist wrote long ago, “O Lord, thou 
has searched me and known me! Thou knowest when I sit down and when I rise up; thou 
discernest my thoughts from afar. Thou searchest out my path and my lying down and art 
acquainted with all my ways.... Whither shall I go from they Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascent to heaven, thou art there! If I make my bed in hell, thou are there... 
For thou didst form my winward parts, thou didst knit me together in my mother’s womb.” 
 

Once we come to know and appreciate our interdependence with all of creation and with God, 
then we have a new and deep respect for creation and for all living being, and even more 
important a deep respect for God our ultimate Creator. 



 

We are each a singular person but we are each a universal person as well. Both are equally 
important. We are born provincial, egocentric, limited. The more we become, the more 
universal the person we are. We finally come to realize that most human conflicts arise through 
our provincialism, our concern for our personal problems, our selfish interest and our own 
conflicts. 
 

Most of us define a good day as one in which everything has gone our way. We see a good life 
as one in which our personal dreams have been realized. It is not our concern if thousands go 
to bed each night hungry and in despair, as long as they keep out of sight and leave us alone. 
It doesn’t matter to us if the world’s children are being bettered or not being educated properly. 
If our children grow and do well, we tend to feel that we have no responsibility for the others. It 
is only when we are mugged by the hungry children, or brutalized or terrorized in our home 
that we realize the connectiveness of all things. There is no place to hide. No one is guilty. We 
are all innocents in an ever-changing stream for which each one of us is responsible. 
 

A bush grows. The blowing wind, gliding birds and busy insects gather the pollen to sow it 
again miles from the original flowering plant. We pass, unsuspecting, on a morning’s walk. We, 
too, gather the pollen on our clothes and unsuspectingly carry the plant to spread its life beauty 
to new uncharted areas. In some way, however, small and secret, we are all dependent one 
upon the other. Give your child the gift of this awareness. Fully functioning people recognize 
this power and know that it stems from God who created all the world good. A word, an act, an 
expressed feeling can reverberate in wide circles, touching unsuspecting people. Our mood at 
the start of a day can affect all those with whom we will come into contact. 
 

2. Secondly, even though your child and our grandchild is connected not only to us, but to all of 
creation, you as his parents and we as his larger family have another very special 
responsibility as we give the child another very precious gift — the gift of love. 
 

Love is one of the most used yet most misunderstood words among human beings. True love 
is unconditional — it is freely given to another with nothing expected in return. Love cannot by 
its nature be earned. Yet many parents and others maintain they are loving their children, but 
at the same time let their children know in one way or another that this so-called “love” can be 
withdrawn if they (the children) are not good or do not meet the expectations of the parents. 
So, the parents are saying — We love you, but! 
 

Let your child know that you love him no matter what happens or what he does. You love him 
simply because he exists. There are no other conditions to meet. 
 

The way in which you love your child in his early years will influence him in all other 
relationships. He will love others in the way in which he was been loved. More than that, he will 
come to understand the love of God from the way you love him.  
 

The love of parents for a child can be a very delicate balancing activity. As parents we must 
beware lest our love become too possessive, too restrictive. The human in fact and child are 
more helpless and dependent for a much longer period of time than any other living thing. 
Children and infants are, out of necessity, “natural slaves.” Their identity in the world is being 
created by outside forces. They have little choice and because of their dependent state, 
receive all kinds of signals from those people and things in their immediate life space. 
 



Parents and others around the in fact and growing child give the child a language, other 
symbols and systems which will help the child give some structure to an otherwise chaotic 
environment. Each symbol children receive will not be their own, but will have been previously 
interpreted, identified and securely fastened to the world as perceived by other human beings. 
We, in a sense, write a dictionary for our children and define the terms. We suggest how our 
children should think, and feel about the world. In spite of ourselves, we will usually teach, in 
this way, our own attitudes about life, fears, prejudices, anxieties and frustrations, along with 
joys, hopes and trust. 
 

Gradually the child will begin to make decisions on his own and some of these will be the exact 
opposite of what we think the decision should be. In many of these decisions, the child is 
searching for his own identity. Our love must be such that we permit the child to make 
mistakes if he is to truly learn life’s lessons. The most damaging course of action is attempting 
to keep children from experience, or protect them from pain. The parent’s role is primarily to 
stand by with a goodly supply of band aids. And then we have to realize that as the child grows 
up, we may become something quite different from what we as parents expected him to be. If 
our love is true love, then we let this happen and still continue to love. 
 

A poet put it this way: 
 

“Your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for 
itself. They come through you, but not from you. And though they are with you, yet they belong 
not to you. You may give them your love, but not your thoughts, for they have their own 
thoughts. You may house their bodies, but not their souls. For their souls dwell in the house of 
tomorrow, which you cannot visit, even in your dreams. You may strive to be like them, but 
seek not to make them like you. For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.” 
 

3. Thirdly, give your child an appreciation and awareness of the spiritual side of life as well as 
the material. They are inextricably connected to each other. Mature human beings have a 
deep sense of spirituality. They know that their existence and the world in which they live 
cannot be explained or understood through human experience alone. They know there is 
“more” to life than we can see, touch, taste, hear, or smell. They are aware of mystery, deep 
mystery. 
 

Some of us are unable to lie without answers. The void is too totally frightening, too 
devastating. So, we must create answers for ourselves. Some of us choose to live w2ithout 
answers. We find them unnecessary. We live out our lives without asking deep questions, and 
live into answers. Both ways require the creating of a belief system for which there is no 
validation. Either choice embodies a living sense of spirituality.   
 

Spiritually, faith and mystery are inherent in every aspect of life. To be in touch with nature, to 
feel deeply its moods, is to be caught up in the spirituality and divinity of all things. It is also to 
have a deep reverence for life, and for God’s creation, and for every living being. 
 

4. You have given your child life, you also will be giving your child love, in addition to giving 
your child a sense of the connectedness of all things and the spirituality which a part and in all 
creation. One more gift needs to be added. Give your child laughter. 
 

As babies, we enter a broken and torn and sinful world — that is for sure! But we do not enter 
as blotches on existence, as sinful creatures; we burst into the world as “original blessings.” 
Parents like the two of you who have joyfully brought a child into the world know this. A 



grandparent who was present at the delivery of his first grandchild and the first person to hold 
the baby said the experience was unrivaled in his life for being the most awesome, numinous 
moment of his life. 
 

Laughter is one way of expressing the joy we find in life — the blessing. Honest laughter 
comes from having fun, from enjoyment of life with others. Laughter springs from relationships 
with others. How excited as parents we are when the baby smiles for the first time. Instinctively 
we know that a smile is a sign of joy. 
 

If your child learns to laugh with you and you learn to laugh with him — then you will know no 
deeper joy. I believe that laughter, fun, joy, and festivity are built into creation. They are a part 
of God. They are the enemy of Satan. 
 

I hope your son and our grandson will become an individual who has a good sense of humor 
and enjoys laughing and telling stories, one who enjoys being with people. 
 

It will be interesting to watch him grow up. I wonder what he will do with his life. We like the 
name you have chosen for him — Jesus. 
 

 Your loving father and father-in-law, 


