SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1984

"GOD'S FAMILY"

MATTHEW 12:46-50
I JOHN 4:/7-12, 19-21

THE WORD “FAMILY” HAS A NUMBER OF MEANINGS

AND IS USED IN A VARIETY OF WAYS,

OF THE HUMAN FAMILY IN DESCRIBING ALL THE PEOPLE
WHO LIVE ON THIS EARTH,

TIMES PAST, THE TERM “FAMILY"” USUALLY MEANT

WE CAN SPEAK

OR GOD'S FAMILY. IN

WHAT WE TODAY CALL THE EXTENDED FAMILY--FATHER,
MOTHER, CHILDREN, GRANDPARENTS, AU

NIECES AND NEPHEWS,

OR TRIBE,

NTS AND UNCLES,

[N SOME CULTURES STILL
TODAY THE WORD “FAMILY” 1S SYNONMOUS WITH CLAN

BIBLICAL SCHOLARS TELL US THAT IN THE BIBLE
THE TERM “FAMILY"” USUALLY INCLUDED FOUR

GENERATIONS, WHICH ARE COVENANTED TO EACH

OTHER., IT IS CLEAR T
GENERATION HAD CONTIN
WHO CAME AFTER THEM.

=t

AAT THE ACTIO

ING IMPACT U

NS OF ONE
PON THOSE

IN ADDITION, BOTH THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
OF THE BIBLE ARE FILLED WITH FAMILY IMAGES

AND TEACHINGS ABOUT THE FAMILY,

FREQUENTLY DEPICTED AS A WISE AND
PARENT, MORE OFTEM AS A FATHER, BUT WITH

GOD IS

LOVING



MATERNAL IMAGES AS WELL. [HE PEOPLE OF GoOD

ARE TO LIVE AS LOVING CHILDREN

OF GOD AND TO

CARE FOR EACH OTHER AS BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH ARE DESCRIBED AS
GoD'S FAMILY,” NOT JUST THE JEWS OR THE
CHRISTIANS, THE GOSPEL OF JOHN REMINDS US
THAT “GoD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT GOD GAVE

HIS ONLY SON.”

[T IS FOR THESE REASONS THAT THIS ADVENT SEASON

WE ARE DOING SERIES OF SERMONS
AND WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A PART
FROM A CHRISTIAN POINT OF VIEW,

MOST OF US BEGIN TO EXPERIENCE

ON THE FAMILY.,
OF GOD'’S FAMILY

WHAT IT MEANS

TO BE A PART OF GOD’S FAMILY BY BEING A MEMBER
OF A SMALLER FAMILY, IN OUR TIMES FREQUENTLY
CALLED THE NUCLEAR FAMILY. FOR THE MOST PART,
WE GREW UP IN HOUSEHOLDS WITH ONE OR TWO
PARENTS, EITHER NATURAL PARENTS OR STEP-
PARENTS OR THOSE WHO ADOPTED US. JSOME

INDIVIDUALS GROW UP IN HOMES OF GRANDPARENTS,

OR AUNTS AND UNCLES. WHATEVER
THE HOUSEHOLD, THIS IS OUR BASI

WE DON’T KNOW VERY MUCH ABOUT T
LIFE OF JESUS. THE GOSPEL OF L
ABOUT HIS BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM, A

THE NAMES OF HIS PARENTS--JOSEP

THE MAKEUP OF
C FAMILY UNIT.

HE EARLY FAMILY
UKE TELLS US
ND GIVES US

H AND MARY.

WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST, BORN

SEVERAL MONTHS EARLIER, IS HIS

COUSIN.



WE ARE GIVEN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HIS FAMILY
BACKGROUND IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, AS THIS
GOSPEL TRACES HIS GENEALOGY BACK FOR 42
GENERATIONS--ALL THE WAY BACK TO ABRAHAM AND
SARAH,

g

WE FURTHER LEARN FROM MATTHEW'S GOSPEL THAT
AT AN EARLY AGE, JOSEPH AND MARY HAD TO TAKE
JESUS TO EGYPT IN ORDER TO SAVE HIS LIFE.,
RETURNING FROM EGYPT, THE FAMILY LIVED IN
NAZARETH, WHERE JOSEPH WAS A CARPENTER.

o

JESUS GREW UP IN A HOME THAT TOOK THE FAMILY
RELIGION SERIOUSLY. LUKE TELLS US THAT HE

WAS CIRCUMCISED WHEN EIGHT DAYS OLD, ACCORDING

TO JEWISH LAW, AMD THAT MARY AND JOSEPH FOLLOWED
THE OTHER RELIGIOUS RITUALS OF THE JEWISH RELIGION
AS HE WAS GROWING UP, THEN FOR ALMOST 12 YEARS,
WE HEAR NOTHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ABOUT

THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS.

AT THE AGE OF 12, WE ARE TOLD THAT HIS PARENTS
TOOK HIM TO JERUSALEM TO CELEBRATE WITH THEM
AND THE REST OF THE FAMILY, THE FEAST OF THE
PASSOVER. THEN WE HEAR NOTHING MORE UNTIL
JESUS IS ABOUT 30 YEARS oLD. LUKE’S GOSPEL
DOES MAKE ONE ADDITIONAL REVEALIMNG STATEMENT
ABOUT THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUNG ADULTHOOD OF
JESUS--"AND JESUS INCREASED IN WISDOM AND
STATURE AND IN FAVOP WITH GOD AND OTHER
PEOPLE."

HOWEVER, READING BETWEEN THE LINES AND FROM



THE NATURE OF JESUS' MINISTRY AS AN ADULT,
AND THE WAY HE TREATED PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY
THE OUTCASTS OF SOCIETY, WE CAN CONCLUDE SOME
OTHER THINGS ABOUT HIS FAMILY LIFE,

1. JESUS GREW UP IN A LOVING FAMILY ENVIRONMENT
AND LEARNED FROM HIS PARENTS AND BROTHERS AND
SISTERS OF THE LOVE OF (GOD, NOT ONLY GOD'S

LOVE FOR HIM AND PEOPLE OF HIS RELIGIOUS GROUP,
BUT OF GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE,

AND PARTICULARLY OF GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS
FOR ALL SINMERS.

R- Lovuﬂj 47&\
JESUS FFEQUENTLY USED THE IMAGE OF GGB—-—#S-—A

be¥%N6—EA$HER- AND HE UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD NOT
HAVE DOME THIS UNLESS HE HAD ALSO EXPERIENCED
THE LOVE HIS OWN FATHER, JOSEPH,

2. JESUS LEARNED FROM HIS CHILDHOOD ON UP

AN APPRECIATION FOR THE RELIGIOUS TRADITION
OF HIS PARENTS AND ALL THE WAY BACK FOR 42
GENERATIONS TO ABRAHAM AND SARAH. HE LEARNED
THE RELIGIOUS TRADITION AND WAS EAGER TO DO
SO. HE KNEW THE LAW OF MOSES. HE KNEW THE
TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHETS. HE LEARNED EARLY
ON FROM HIS FAMILY THAT RELIGION COULD BE A
GREAT SOURCE OF STRENGTH.,

5. HE LEARNED FROM HIS FAMILY LIFE AND FROM
HIS RELIGIOUS TRADITION TO TREAT ALL PEOPLE
WITH RESPECT AND DIGNITY. To JESUS, EACH
INDIVIDUAL WAS A CREATURE OF (GOD AND AS SUCH




A MEMBER OF GOoD'’'S FAMILY. HE LEARNED FROM
HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY TO BE A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER
OF GOD’S FAMILY,

WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS HAVE TO SAY ABOUT FAMILIES
IN OUR WORLD AND HOW IN OUR IMMEDIATE FAMILIES
WE CAN ALSO LEARN TO BETTER PARTICIPATE IN

GOD'S TOTAL FAMILY?

INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, RECENT RESEARCH ABOUT
FAMILY LIFE HAS DISCOVERED THAT THERE ARE SIX
QUALITIES WHICH ARE FOUND IN STRONG FAMILIES

IN OUR TIME AND THESE QUALITIES PARALLEL WHAT
JESUS MUST'VE FOUND IN HIS OWN FAMILY ALMOST

2,000 YEARS AGO,

LET’S LOOK AT THESE SIX QUALITIES NOW IN SOME
DETAIL BECAUSE THEY FIT IN WITH WHAT OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH HAS ALWAYS TAUGHT.

1. THE QUALITY THAT SEEMS TO BE THE DOMINANT

ONE OF STRONG AND HEALTHY FAMILIES IS THAT

OF EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO AND FOR ONE

ANOTHER. OSTRONG AND HEALTHY FAMILIES ARE

THOSE THAT BUILD FAMILY MEMBERS UP PSYCHOLOGICALLY
AND MAKE EACH OTHER FEEL GOOD ABOUT THEMSELVES,
FAMILY MEMBERS GIVE LOTS OF PRAISE TO EACH

OTHER. THEY DO NOT PUT EACH OTHER DOWN. THEY

ARE SUPPORTIVE OF EACH OTHER,

2. A SECOND QUALITY FOUND IN ALL STRONG AND
HEALTHY FAMILIES IS THAT FAMILY MEMBERS DO
A LOT OF THINGS TOGETHER. THEY HAVE A LOT



OF FUN TOGETHER. [THEY PLAY TOGETHER AS WELL

AS WORK TOGETHER. STRONG FAMILIES STRUCTURE
THEIR LIVES SO THAT THEY CAN SPEND TIME WITH
EACH OTHER., THIS TIME TOGETHER IS INTENTIONALLY
PLANNED SO THAT THEY ARE RELATING TO ONE ANOTHER
ON MORE THAN A SUPERFICIAL LEVEL.

5, A THIRD QUALITY PRESENT IN STRONG AND
HEALTHY FAMILIES IS THAT THE MEMBERS SPEND

TIME TALKING WITH ONE ANOTHER. IN OTHER WORDS,
THEY HAVE GOOD COMMUNICATION PATTERNS. THEY
NOT ONLY TALK WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT THEY LISTENM

TO ONE ANOTHER. STRONG AND HEALTHY FAMILIES
DO HAVE CONFLICT, BUT THE CONFLICT IS IN THE

OPEN AND FEELINGS ARE AIRED AND THE CONFLICT
IS DEALT WITH IN A HEALTHY FASHION. IT IS
NOT UNDERHANDED.,

SOME TIME AGO, I CAME ACROSS A LETTER TO "“DEAR
ABBY” IN WHICH THE WRITER TOLD ABOUT THE LACK

OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HER AND HER HUSBAND.,

SHE WROTE:

“DEAR ABBY: CAN YOU TELL ME IF A WIFE HAS
ANY LEGAL RIGHT TO KNOW SOME FACTS ABOUT HER
HUSBAND? [’VE BEEN MAPRIED FOR SEVERAL YEARS,
BUT I DON'T KNOW WHERE MY HUSBAMD WORKS., (HE
SAYS, "“SOMEWHERE IN DETROIT.”) [ DON’'T KNOW
WHAT HE DOES, HOW MUCH HE MAKES, HOW MUCH HE
OWES, OR IF HE HAS ANYTHING SAVED, I DON'T
KNOW IF HE HAS ANY INSURANCE, AND IF HE HAS,
WHO THE BENEFICIARY IS. HE NEVER HAS ANY

FRIENDS OVER. HE NEVER MENTIONS ANY NAMES,




NO ONE EVER CALLS HIM AT HOME, YET HE MUST
HAVE SOME FRIENDS BECAUSE HE GOES SOMEWHERE,

IF I ASK ANY QUESTIONS, HIS ROUTINE AMNSWER

1S, “DON’T WORRY ABoUT IT.” THANK GoD I'VE
GOT A GOOD JOB. I MAKE ALL THE HOUSE PAYMENTS.
[ ALSO PAY FOR IMPROVEMENTS. HE PAYS THE
UTILITIES, I BUY MY CLOTHES. HE BUYS HIS,

NOo MAIL COMES HERE FOR HIM, IT SOUNDS AS
THOUGH HE COULD BE A CRIMINAL, DOESN'T IT,
WELL, I HAD THE POLICE CHECK, AND HE HAS NEVER
BEEN ARRESTED FOR ANYTHING, HE’S NEVER PAID

ANY FINES OR BEEN IN JAIL. IF SOMEONE COMES

TO SEE ME., HE GOES INTO THE BEDROOM AND STAYS
THERE. NO AMOUNT OF PLEADING WILL GET HIM

OUT. AFTER MY GUEST LEAVES, HE YELLS AT ME
FOR OPENING THE DOOR. HE DOESN’T EVEN WANT
ME TO ANSWER THE PHONE. PLEASE HELP ME. I

NEED SOME ANSWERS SOON. (SIGNED) IN THE DARK
IN MICHIGAN,"

ABBY REPLIED: “DEAR IN: YOUR HUBSAND IS
EITHER SICK (PARANOID) OR HE IS HIDING OUT.,

THE CHANCES ARE HE IS USING A PHONY NAME. ONE
THING IS CERTAIN--SOMETHING IS VERY STRANGE.
FIRST SEE A LAWYER TO DETERMINE A WIFE'S RIGHTS.
YOU MAY HAVE TO HIRE A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR

TO FIND OUT WHY HIS BEHAVIOR IS SO SECRETIVE.,

IF YOU CHOOSE TO LIVE WITH THIS MYSTERIOQUS

MAN, IT’'S YOUR RIGHT, OF COURSE. BUT I AM

IN THE DARK AS TO WHAT YOU ARE GETTING OUT
OF THIS MARRIAGE BESIDES ABUSE,"

4, A FOURTH QUALITY FOUND IN STRONG AND HEALTHY



FAMILIES IS THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY
HAVE A HIGH COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER AND TO
THE FAMILY AS A WHOLE. THE FAMILY MEMBERS

ARE WILLING TO INVEST TIME AND ENERGY IN THEIR
FAMILY LIFE. WHEN LIFE GETS HECTIC, THEY
REASSESS AND FREE TIME FOR THE FAMILY. THEY
TAKE INITITATIVE TO CREATE THEIR FAMILY LIFE
AS THEY WANT IT TO BE.

5. A FIFTH QUALITY OF STROMG AND HEALTHY
FAMILIES IS THAT THEY HAVE A HIGH DEGREE OF
RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION., [TO THESE FAMILIES,

RELIGION IS A GREAT SOURCE OF STRENGTH. STPRONG
FAMILIES NOT ONLY ATTEND CHURCH TOGETHER, BUT

THEY ALSO PARTICIPATE IN ACTIVITIES OF THE
CHURCH, THEY ARE COMMITTED TO KEEPING THEIR
SPIRITUAL NATURES VITAL AND ALIVE. THEY KNOW
THAT BY LOVING OME ANOTHER THEY ARE LOVING

GOD, AND THEY ALSO KNOW THAT THEY NEED TO BE
CONSTANTLY REMINDED OF THEIR CONNECTION TO

GOD AND TO ONE ANOTHER, AND TO PEOPLE EVERYWHERE.
00D RELIGION NOT ONLY STRENGTHENS OUR IMMEDIATE
AND EXTENDED FAMILY RELATIONSHIP, BUT ALSO

KEEPS MAKING US AWARE THAT WE ARE ALSO A PART

OF GOD'S LARGER FAMILY--THE FAMILY THAT EXTENDS
THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH, AND BACKWARD AND
FORWARD INTO HISTORY. THAT’S WHY WE HELP FEED
THE HUNGRY, NOT ONLY HERE IN LINCOLN, BUT ALSO

IN AFRICA,

GOOD RELIGIOM COMSTANTLY REMINDS US THAT WE
CANNOT LOVE (OD UMNLESS WE ALSO ARE LOVING AND

CARING TOWARD OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF THE




HUMAN RACE. AS THE SCRIPTURE FOR THIS MORNING
PUT IT--"IF ANY ONE SAYS HE OR SHE LOVES GOD
AND HATES A BROTHER OPF SISTER, THAT PERSON

IS A LIAR, FOR IF WE DO NOT LOVE OUR BROTHERS
AND SISTERS WHOM WE CAN SEE, HOW CAN WE LOVE
GOD, WHOM WE CANNOT SEE.”

6, THE SIXTH QUALITY FOUND IN STRONG AND
HEALTHY FAMILIES IS THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO DEAL
WITH CRISES IN AN OPEN AND POSITIVE WAY. THE
FAMILY MEMBERS UNITE AND HELP EACH OTHER

WHENEVER ANY ONE OF THEM NEEDS IT, HEY ARE
SUPPORTIVE OF ONE ANOTHER,

THE ONE THEME THAT RUNS THROUGHOUT ALL SIX
QUALITIES IS THAT OF CARING LOVE!

WHAT’S ALL THIS GOT TO DO WITH ADVENT AND
CHRISTMAS? SIMPLY THIS: WE ARE IN THE TIME
OF THE CHURCH YEAR WHEN WE REMEMBER THE BIRTH
OF JESUS--WHEN GOD'S LOVE BECAME A HUMAN BEING
AND LIVED AMONG US, THIS LOVE OF GOD IN A
HUMAN BEING ENTERED OUR WOPLD IN THE SAME WAY
THAT ALL OF US COME IMNTO THIS WORLD--AS A BABY
AND AS A MEMBER OF A PARTICULAR FAMILY.

AS A HUMAN BEING, JESUS FIRST LEARNED TO
EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH THE LOVE
AND CARE OF HIS PARENTS AND OTHER FAMILY
MEMBERS, ONLY THEN DID HIS LOVE BEGIN TO
EXPAND AND GROW AND AS AN ADULT HE COULD
EXPRESS LOVE FOR ALL OF GOD'S FAMILY,
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THE SAME IS TRUE FOR US--STRONG AND LOVING

AND CARING FAMILIES HELP US TO EXPERIENCE THE
LOVE OF GOD IN VERY SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR
WAYS, AND THEN TOO, OUR LOVE WILL CONTINUE
TO GROW AND EXPAND SO THAT WE COME TO SEE
OURSELVES ALSO AS A PART OF GOD’S LARGER
FAMILY. NOT ONLY DOES THIS STRENGTHEN AND
HELP LOVE GROW THROUGHOUT THE WORLD--BUT IT
ALSO CAN BRING STRENGTH AND PEACE TO US
ESPECIALLY DURING THIS SEASON. THE OMLY REAL

HOPE FOR PEACE IN THIS WORLD IS FOR ALL OF

US ONE DAY TO SEE OURSELVES AS PART OF ONE
FAMILY--AND FOR US CHRISTIANS THAT MEANS SEEING

OURSELVES AS A PART OF GoD’'S FAMILY. AMEN.




