Sunday, November 18, 1984
C.P.R.ANDT.T.T.
| Corinthians 16:1-2; Il Corinthians 8:1-5, 9:6-8

A question which has puzzled me for a long time is this: Why do people who could give more,
not give more? What holds people back from being generous, giving individuals? Why are
some people stingy, while others are not?

An example: The offering plate is passed during a church service; you reach for your billfold or
purse. In it you have several one-dollar bills, a five-dollar bill, a ten and a twenty. Why do you
choose to put in the plate the one of the five, instead of the ten or the twenty?

Another example: Later in the worship service this morning when this sermon is finished,
pledge cards will be distributed among you. You decide to pledge a total of $600, when you
could’ve just as easily pledged $800, or $1000. What hold you back?

Research has shown that how generous or how stingy we are has little to do with how much
we have or how much we say we can afford. There are people who have very little in terms of
wealth or money, who are very generous and giving, and there are those who are quite
wealthy who are also generous and giving. At the same time, there are those who have a lot
who are very stingy and there are those who have very little who are also stingy.

However, | believe that most of us deep down would like to become more generous, giving,
joyful people. That's because we’ve all noticed that such individuals are happier and enjoy life
more. There’s a direct correlation between being generous with the giving of our money to
worthwhile places like the church and with the giving of our love. In other words, we give love
the way we give money! Stingy people are stingy people!

|. What is it then that holds us back?

1. Perhaps we’re afraid to be generous. We’re afraid that we’ll become too open, too
generous, too giving, too loving. Better to put the damper on our generous spirit before it gets
out of control. It we’re not careful, all kinds of people and causes will take advantage of us. But
that rarely, if ever, happens.

We frequently say that if | only had more, | would give more, but then stop. A preacher went to
see a farmer and asked, “If you had $200, would you give $100 to the church?” “I would,” the
farmer answered.

“If you had two cows, would you give one to God?” “Sure,” answered the farmer.

“If you had two pigs, would you give one to God?” asked the preachers. And the farmer
answered, “Now that isn’t fair. You know | have two pigs.”

It's very difficult, if not impossible to become too generous — so don’t be afraid of that
happening to you.

2. A second thing that holds us back from being to generous, in addition to fear, is that we
frequently confuse buying and giving. If we go to buy an automobile, we want the best bargain
possible — the most car for the least money. Unfortunately, some people think of giving in the



same way. They ask themselves, “How can we get by with giving as little as possible? Or what
is the least | can give and still be respectable?”

But there’s a difference between giving and buying. When we give to the church, we are not
buying a service or some kind of object. We're not buying salvation. We’re not buying a ticket
to heaven. True or pure giving is to give and expect nothing in return. We give because it is the
nature of love to be giving. To be a Christian is to be a giving person. It is in giving that we find
the true meaning of life, according to Jesus.

II. How then can we become more generous, giving people? What are some guidelines for our
giving?

Those of you who have joined First-Plymouth Church since I've been here and have attended
one of the New member orientation Meetings know that | always remind you that the bible
gives three guidelines for our giving of money to the church. We are to give CHEERFULLY,
PROPORTIONATELY, and REGULARLY, or if you prefer — C.P.R. To give in this way
actually helps us to become more generous, giving, loving people.

If you cannot give cheerfully, you are not giving enough. Some people have said, “Give until it
hurts,” but that’s not correct. “Give until it begins to feel good.” Remember C.P.R.

This morning as you prepare to make out your pledge card for the support of this church for
1985, | want to mention three additional guidelines for giving which will help you become even
more generous, giving and loving persons. | call these the three “T’s” of giving. They are also
found in the Bible. Our Christian faith tells us that we are to give (1) truthfully, (2) thoughtfully,
and (3) thankfully!

These three all fit together and in fact overlap one another, but for the sake of clarity, let’s look
at them one by one.

1. First we are to give or pledge truthfully. This means simply being honest about our giving.
Frequently | meet people who say, “I'm giving all that | can afford.” But that’s not really the
truth. What they mean is, ‘I'm giving all that | want to give,” or “I'm giving what is left over after
I've taken care of everything else | want.”

When you give, do not try to fool others or yourself. Be truthful about your motives and about
the amount you intend to give. A truthful statement for some people would be — "l really don’t
think giving is very important,” or “| think that a person should always think of himself or herself
first.”

For others, a truthful statement might be, “I really don’t think the church is very important in my
life or in the life of this community, therefore, I'm only going to give a small amount.”

Giving truthfully then, means to honestly and openly face up to your own motives or giving or
for not giving. Only then can one begin to change for the better.

Furthermore, the dishonest givers are always the complaining givers. They act as if their whole
budget is going to be wrecked because of their pledge. This kind of complaining is called “poor
talk.” We complained of high taxes, high prices, as if to convince ourselves and others how
poor we are. Another symptom of this disease is bemoaning the cost of trivial items while
continuing to spend on large luxury items.



For most of us, “poor talk” is dishonest and it keeps us from becoming generous, open, loving,
giving individuals. In addition, if we are dishonest and not truthful in our giving, we are not
cheerful givers.

2. The second “T” of giving is to give thoughtfully! Think seriously about what you are going to
pledge. Think about how giving is to be made an important part of your life.

An example of not giving thoughtfully, as far as the church is concerned, is simply to pledge
what you pledged last year.

The story is told of a farmer whose pig kept getting out of the pen into the cornfield. Time and
time again, the farmer examined the pen, found no break in the fence and yet the pig kept
getting out. Finally, the farmer lay in wait by the pen until he saw the pig burrow deep into a
corner and escape through a hollow log. Having captured him again, the farmer thought he
would have some fun at the expense of the troublesome pig. He extended the fence of the
troublesome pig. He extended the fence beyond the outlet of the log and waited. Sure enough,
the pig found his way into the hollow log and out. But what now? He looked around
incredulously, hurried back to repeat the performance, once, twice. The third time, he took one
disappointed look at the fence and ran squealing his heart out round and round the pen.

When we do things out of habit over and over again without thinking about it even though
conditions have changed, we can become very frustrated like this pig and that can happen
even in our giving if we do it without any thought.

To give thoughtfully means taking time to reassess what you are giving. It means to take giving
seriously as an integral part of life.

An analysis of our pledge records shows that several hundred households have not changed
their pledge at all during the last six or seven years. And most of these are families who are
not on fixed incomes. Their income has gone up dramatically in some cases, but the habit
pattern of their giving has not changed.

A thoughtful giver is not afraid to compare what he or she is giving with what is spent on other
items in one’s budget.

Sometimes it takes a crisis to make us think about our giving. I've told this story before, but it
bears repeating.

A man went hunting with his companions. In the search for game, he became separated from
his friends and could not find his way back to camp. Night fell; a severe storm began. To
protect himself, he crawled into a hollow log. The rain poured down all night long. In the
morning when the man awoke, he found that the log had swollen and he was hopelessly stuck
inside. He thought he would be trapped in the log. Like a dying man, his whole life began to
pass before his eyes. He thought of his wife and children. He thought of his friends. He thought
of his friends at the local church. As his thought lingered on the church, he remembered the
size of his pledge to the Church’s Every Member Canvass and when he thought of the size of
his pledge, he felt so small that he slipped right out of the log.



3. The third “T” of giving is to give thankfully! A thankful giver is one who knows that all things
ultimately come from God. When we are thankful, it brings out the best in us. A thankful person
is never an unhappy person. A thankful person never complains about giving.

The happiest people | know are those who are giving, generous, loving, thankful people — and
the more one gives, the more thankful one becomes. And the remarkable thing about
becoming a giving person is that the more we give, the more we have to give. Love, sympathy,
appreciation, joy, even the giving of money — these things do not exhaust themselves by use.
They are expanded. They multiply.

In the act of being a thankful giver, you are made more aware of your connection with God and
with others and with creation itself. You are not alone. We live in a creation of connections —
where everything is connected and related to everything else. Giving is an acknowledgment of
that fact. What | do affects you. What you do affects me. When we are thankful, giving people,
we all affect each other for the good, and the whole world is made better. When we are stingy
people, we deny our connection with god and with others and we affect the whole world for the
worse.

When we become truthful, thoughtful and thankful giving person, our whole lives change for
the better and we have an effect for the good that spreads throughout the creation. We are no
longer afraid. We are no longer greedy and jealous and hostile. A giving person is s free
person. A person who tries to hold onto everything becomes a slave to his or her possessions.
Giving helps us learn to let go.

| believe that all of us want to become more generous, giving, loving, happy people. Being a
truthful, thoughtful and thankful giver, as well as a cheerful, proportionate, regular giver can
help us along the way. This morning, resolve to become a new kind of person through a new
kind of giving. Amen.



