
SUNDAY) NOVEMBER 4J 1984 

"R.S.V.P. REGRETS ONLY" 

MATTHEW 22:1-14 

ALL OF US HAVE RECEIVED INVITATIONS TO PARTIES) 

BANQUETS ) WEDDINGS AND OTHER KINDS OF FESTIVITIES, 

FREQUENTLY THE INVITATION WILL SAY AT THE BOTTOM -­

R,S.V.P. AND SOMETIMES WILL ADDJ "REGR.ETS ONLY." 

IN OTHER WORDS� IF WE DON'T HEAR FROM YOU TO 
THE CONTRARY) WE'LL BE EXCEPTING YOU. 

EACH ONE OF. US HAS OUR OWN REASONS FOR ACCEPTING 

SOME INVITATIONS AND FOR TURNING DOWN OTHERS. 

SOMETIMES IT DEPENDS ON WHO IT IS THAT IS ISSUING 

THE INVITATION, SOME PEOPLE ARE MORE DIFFICULT 
. . 

TO TURN DOWN THAN OTHERS. I'VE BEEN TOLD THAT 

SOME SO-CALLED SOCIETY PEOPLE SOMETIMES TRY 

TO PUT .SOCIAL CLIMBERS DOWN BY REFUSING THEIR 

INVITATIONS. NONE OF US LIKE TO HAVE OUR OFFER 

OF HOSPITALITY RUDELY REFUSED. THE CUSTOM OF 

CELEBRATING WITH OTHERS AND ESPECIALLY EATING 

WITH OTHERS OR REFUSING TO DO SO HAS ALWAYS 

HELD DEEP MEANING IN HUMAN RELATIONS., 

IN OUR SCRIPTURE READING THIS MORNING FROM THE 

� GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, JESUS TELLS A STORY ABOUT 

�� AN INDIVIDUAL--A KING--WHO GAVE A MARRIAGE FEAST 

FOR HIS SON AND INVITED ALL OF HIS FRIENDS AND 

---- --- -



ASSOCIATES TO THE BANQUET. WHETHER OR NOT THE 
. -

. . . . . 
. 

. 

INVITATION SAID, "R-.S.V.P. REGRETS ONLYJll WE 

DON'T KNOW) BUT .THE KING RECEIVED MANY REGRETS 

AND EXCUSES. 
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WORST OF ALLJ SOME OF THOSE INVITED DIDN'T TAKE 

THE INVITATION VERY SERIOUSLY, So THE GIVER 

OF THE FEAST INVITED OTHERS--ANYONE HIS SERVANTS 

COULD FIND IN THE STREETSJ BOTH BAD AND GOODJ 

AND THE WEDDING BANQUET HALL WAS FILLED WITH 

GUESTS. 

AS IS THE CASE WITH MANY OF THE STORIES JESUS 

TOLD J HE BEGAN THIS ONE BY SAYINGJ "THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD MAY BE COMPARED TO A KING WHO GAVE A 

MARRIAGE FEAST FOR HIS SON I I I I 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE STORY? 
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1. FIRST OF ALL, IT IS A STORY ABOUT Goo's 

INVITATION TO ALL OF US, THE GOD WE WORSHIP 

IS THE GOD WHO INVITESJ WHICH IS QUITE DIFFERENT 

FROM .GIVING AN ORDER. AN INVITATION REQUIRES 

A RESPONSE OF YES OR NO-�WHILE AN ORDER IS AN 

ORDER AND IT MUST BE FOLLOWED. So GOD RESPECTS 

OUR FREEDOM. Goo SAYS, uvou ARE INVITED. You 

ARE WELCOME TO COME TO MY FEAST," GOD HONORS 

US WITH AN INVITATION. 

THE GOD THAT JESUS REVEALED DOES NOT SAY--"You 

HAVE TO DO THIS OR YOU HAVE TO DO THAT. GOD 

NEVER COERCES US . GOD NEVER FORCES US TO DO 



ANYTHING. 

2. SECONDLY, AS IMPORTANT AS THE INVITATIONJ 
. . 

IS WHAT WE ARE INVITED TO BE PART OF--A FEAST, 
- ' . - . . 
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A BANQUET, A CELEBRATION. THE PARABLE IS SAYING 

THAT Goo's KINGDOM IS LIKE A HUGE BANQUET. IT 

IS FILLED W ITH JOY AND CELEBRATIO·NJ NOT W -ITH 

REMORSE·AND SADNESS, 

HERE ALREADY ARE SEVERAL CLUES FOR US IN HOW 

WE ARE TO INVITE OTHERS TO EXPERIENCE Gan's 

KINGDOM. THE JOB OF A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IS 
TO INVITE AND ATTRACT AND TO OFFER THE GOSPEL. 

WE ARE NOT TO FORCE OR COERCE OTHERS INTO 

BECOMING PART OF THE CHURCH, BUT WE ARE TO 

EXTEND THE INVITATION. FREQUENTLY I'M 

SURPRISED WHEN I VISIT WITH SOMEONE AND I ASK 

THEM WHY THEY NEVER BECAME PART OF THE CHURCH 

AND THEIR RESPONSE IS--nNo ONE EVER INVITED 

ME I// 

WHEN WE INVITE OTHERS AS IN THE PARABLE) LET'S 

BE SURE WE'RE INVITING THEM TO A PLACE OF JOY 

AND FESTIVITY, WE INVITE OTHERS TO COME TO 

WORSHIP HERE AND TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF BEING 

AWARE OF Goo's PRESENCE AND LOVE .. WE DON'T 

SAY, "You ARE SINNERS AND YOU NEED TO BE REMINDED 

OF YOUR SIN--SO COME TO OUR CHURCH AND WE'LL 
. . 

SHOW YOU WHAT SIN REALLY IS,n 

"THE KINGDOM OF Goo IS LIKE A HUGE BANQUET," 



SAID JESUS; nlT'S AN EXPERIENCE OF JOY AND 

L FESTIVITY,
11 

THEN AS THE GUESTS BEGIN TO 

EXPERIENCE THE DELIGHT AND UPLIFT OF BECOMING 

MORE AWARE OF Gan's PRESENCE AND LOVE; THEN 

THEY WILL SEE HOW DIFFERENT WA-S THE DARKNESS 

AND GLOOM WHEN THEY WERE NOT AWARE OF Goo's 

LOVE AND PEACE .. 
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REPENTANCE AND REMORSE ALWAYS COME SOON ENOUGHJ 

BUT JOY CAN NEVER COME TOO SOON. 

WE DO NOT PUT ENOUGH EMPHASIS ON THE FACT THAT 

JESUS MOST FREQUENTLY DESCRIBED GOD'S KINGDOM 

AS BEING LIKE A FANTASTIC BANQUET--A TIME OF 

JOY AND HAPPINESS. 

IF CREATION IS A BLESSING1 THEN OUR PROPER 

RESPONSE IS TO ENJOY IT. P.LEAS.URE OF TH IS KI ND 

IS ONE OF THE DEEPEST SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES 

OF OUR LIVES, ECSTASY IS THE EXPERIENCE OF 

GOD, BUT THIS KIND OF PLEASURE DOES NOT ALWAYS 

COME EASILY TO US WHEN OUR MAIN EMPHASIS IS 

GETTING MORE AND MORE FOR OURSELVESJ OR IF WE 

KEEP EMPHASIZING OUR OWN SIN AND UNWORTHINESS, 

Goo's INVITATION IS A CALL TO DELIGHT IN GOD'S 

KINGDOM--TO LEARN THE ART OF SAVORING. CREATION 

NEEDS SAVORING MORE THAN IT NEEDS INVENTORY-

MAKING. To SAVOR IS TO ENJOY SOMETHING FOR 

ITSELF--IT IS TO CONTEMPLATE) TO TAKE PLEASURE 

.IN. TO SAVOR SOMETHIN-G IS TO APPRECIATE J RATHER 



, 
., 

C 
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THAN APPRAISE. FAR TOO OFTEN OUR ONLY QUESTION 

OR CONCERN IN LOOKING AT SOMETHING IS--"WHAT'S 

IT WORTH?" 

• 

UNFORTUNATELY, TO ENJOYJ TO APPRECIAT�, TO TAKE 

PLEASURE IN Goo's KINGDOM, Goo's CREATION HAS 

NOT ALWAYS BEEN SUGGESTED AS AN ESSENTIAL 

DIMENSION OF OUR SPIRITUAL LIVES, IN FACT, 

IT'S OFTEN BEEN THE OPPOSITE. MANY TIMES IN 

THE PAST, CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN ASKED, "DID YOU 

TAKE PLEASURE IN IT?n AS A TEST OF WHETHER 

OR NOT AN ACTION WAS A SIN IN THAT TRADITION. 

To EQUATE PLEASURE OR DELIGHT IN Goo's CREATION 

AS SIN IS HERESY! FURTHERMORE) AS W. H, AUDEN 

SAID, "As A RULE, -IT IS THE PLEASURE-HATERS 

WHO BECOME UNJUST." 

PEOPLE ON MORAL CRUSADES ARE OFTEN GRIM AND 

UNSMILING, THEY ARE TOO SERIOUS AND DO NOT 

KNOW HOW TO LAUGH AND ENJOY Gon's CREATION. 

GOD INVITES US TO A BANQUET�-A FEAST--THAT'S 

THE METAPHOR WHICH JESUS USED MOST FREQUENTLY 

FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THE GLUM, SOUR FACES 

OF MANY CHRISTIANS ARE POOR PROCLAIMERS OF THAT 

JOY WHICH COMES FROM BEING INVITED TO Goo's 

BANQUET. THEY RATHER GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT, 

INSTEAD OF COMING FROM Goo's BANQUET, THEY HAVE 

JUST COME FROM THE SHERIFF WHO HAS AUCTIONED 

OFF THEIR SINS AND NOW THEY ARE SORRY THEY CAN'T 



GET THEM BACK AGA IN, 

So IT IS THAT GOD INV ITES US AND GOD ·INV ITES 

US TO A CELEBRAT ION) A FEAST--TO AN EXPER IENCE 
. 

. 

OF.JOY AND DEL IGHT, 
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3, BUT THE REGRETS CAME IN SO QU ICKLY FROM 

THOSE F IRST INV ITED! WHY THE REFUSALS? PERHAPS 

THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD MORE IMPORTANT TH INGS 

TO DO. THEY HAD A D IFFERENT SET OF PR IOR ITIES. 

So OFTEN WE GET SIDE-TRACKED IN OUR L IVES AND 
MISS WHAT'S MORE IMPORTANT, THE STORY IS TOLD 

OF A BROOKLYN DODGER BASEBALL PLAYER) AN 

OUTFIELDER NAMED "BABEn HERMAN) WHO ONE DAY 

IN A GAME WH ILE RUNNING TO CATCH A FLYBALL HAD 

H IS CAP BLOWN OFF) AND AS HE STOPPED TO P ICK 

IT UP� THE BALL DROPPED TO THE GROUND� AND WHAT 

OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN AN EASY OUT BECAME A TWO­

BASE H IT. 

WHENEVER A PERSON MISSES THE MAIN POINT OF AN 

OCCAS ION THROUGH. DEVOTION TO SOME M INOR DETAIL 

OR INCONSEQUENT IAL MISFORTUNATEJ THAT PERSON 

IS LIKE A FIELDER STOPPING TO P ICK UP HIS CAP 

WHEN HE OR SHE OUGHT .TO BE CATCH ING THE BALL. 

THOSE WHO REFUSED GOD'S INV ITATION TO THE FEAST 

WERE L IKE THE OUTF IELDER WHO STOPPED TO P ICK 

UP HIS CAP AND THEY MISSED THE MOST IMPO.RTANT 



EVENT IN THEIR LIFE, 

AND PERHAPS OTHERS WHO SENT 'THEIR REGRETS WERE 
• • 

f 
• 
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TOO MUCH IN A HURRY IN THEIR LIVES TO TAKE TIME 
' 

. 
. 

OUT FOR A PARTY. THERE ARE THOSE AMONG US WHO 
. . 

. . . 

HAVE AN OVER-DEVELOPED SENSE OF TIME URGENCY. 

HURRY ) HURRY ) HURRY, WE STRUGGLE TO ACCOMPLISH 

OR ACHIEVE MORE AND MORE THINGS OR PARTICIPATE 

IN MORE AND MORE EVENTS IN LESS AND LESS TIME. 

WE CANNOT TAKE THE TIME TO HAVE A GOOD TIME 

BECAUSE WE SEE IT AS A WASTE OF TIME. 

THIS uHURRY SICKNESS
n 

IS A PART OF OUR SOCIETY 

AND THERE J-S GOOD EVIDENCE THAT IT CONTRIBUTES 

TO HEART DISEASE. EVERYTHING NEEDS TO BE DONE 

FAST! THERE ARE MORE AND MORE. FAST FOOD 

ESTABLISHMENTS. THE WORD nINSTANT" IS USED 

TO DESCRIBE MORE AND MORE SERVICES AND PRODUCTS. 

WE EQUATE SPEED WITH WORTH AND EFFECTIVENESS. 

WORST OF ALLJ IT MEANS THAT WE CANNOT TAKE TIME 

OUT TO SMELL THE FLOWERS OR ENJOY THE COLOR 

OF THE LEAVES. As MENTIONED EARLIER) SAVORING 

TAKES TIME. IF WE'RE ALWAYS IN A HURRY WE HAVE 

DIFFICULTY ATTENDING CELEBRATIONS OR SIMPLY 

APPRECIATING THE WORLD AROUND US. FROM A 

RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEWJ IT MEANS WE CANNOT 

TAKE TIME TO EXPERIENCE GOD AND KNOW THE JOY 
. .  

THAT COMES FROM IT. THOSE WHO SENT REGRETS 

IN THE STORY WHICH JESUS TOLD NEEDED TO LEARN 

THE ART OF DOING NOTHING. 



MANY PEOPLE THINK THEY ARE DOING NOTHING WHEN 

THEY ARE MERELY DO ING SOMETH ING TRIV IA�J SUCH 
. . 

. , . . . . , . . 
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AS FIDDLING AT SOMETHIN�1 OR DAWDLIN�J OR PLAYING 

SOLITAI-R�, OR WORRYING ABOUT THE WORK THEY SHOULD 

BE DOI.NG, 

YEARS AGO, HALFORD LUCCOCK WROTE THAT "ONE 

PREREQUISITE FOR THE TRUE ENJOYMENT OF· DOING 

NOTHING IS THAT YOU MUST HAVE PLENTY TO Do."· 

OBVIOUSLY} IF YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DOJ THERE 

IS NO FUN AT ALL IN DOING NOTHING. THE TRUE 

ENJOYMENT OF DOING NOTHING CAN ONLY BE HAD WHEN 
ONE IS BURIED UNDER A MOUNTAIN OF DUTIES� EITHER 

REAL OR IMAGINARY. 

LUCCOCK CLAIMS THAT IT IS A MYTH THAT NECESSITY 

WAS THE MOTHER OF INVENTI.ON. RATHER HE SAYSJ 

"LAZINESS WAS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION." WHO 

INVENTED THE WHEEL? UNDOUBTEDLY SOME LOUT TOO 

LAZY TO PUSH ANYTHING. SITTING UNDER A TREE, 

HE SAW A STONE ROLL DOWNHILL� AND GOT AN IDEA 

FOR AVOIDING WORK. WHO INVENTED THE SAIL? SOME 

LAZYBONES TOO UNENERGETIC TO ROW A BOAT, 

CLARENCE BLEICHER� WHEN HE WAS PRESIDENT OF 

THE DESOTO DIVISION OF CHRYSLER, SAID J uWHENEVER 

WE HAVE A TOUGH JOB AT THE PLANT AND OUR EXPERTS 

CAN'T FIND AN EASY WAY TO DO ITJ WE PUT ONE 

OF OUR LAZIEST MEN ON 

WAY IN 48 HOURS FLAT. 

IT, HE'LL FIND AN EASY 

THEN WE ADOPT HIS METHOD," 



ALL OF US NEED TO PRACTICE THE ART OF DOING 

NOTHING AT TIMES--OF COURS�1 NOT ALL THE TIME, 

THE PSALMIST WROTE, uBE STILL AND KNOW THAT 

I AM GOD.u IN OTHER WORDS1 STOP1 TAKE TIME 

OUT; DON'T ALWAYS BE IN A HURRY, THERE ARE 

SOME THINGS THAT CANNOT BE HURRIED, IF YOU 

DON'T STOP AT TIMES1 YOU MAY MISS SOME OF THE 

MOST INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCES IN YOUR LIFE. You 

MIGHT EVEN MISS Gan's INVITATION TO A PARTY. 
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ACCORDING TO THE STORY1 NOT ONLY DID SOME PEOPLE 

OFFER THEIR REGRETS BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THEY 

HAD MORE IMPORTANT THINGS TO D01 OR BECAUSE 

THEY WERE IN A HURRY; BUT OTHERS REACTED WITH 

HOSTILITY TO THE INVITATION--IN FACT THEY SEIZED 

THE SERVANTS WHO DELIVERED THE INVITATIONJ TREATED 

THEM SHAMEFULLY AND KILLED THEM. 

PEOPLE WHO ARE ALWAYS ANGRY AND HOSTILE FIND 

IT IMPOSSIBLE TO TAKE TIME OUT TO ENJOY LIFE1 

OR OTHER PEOPLE, OR Gan's. CREATION AND TH.US 

MISS Goo's KINGDOM . . AND THE FACT THAT OTHERS 

CAN FIND PLEASURE IN DOING NOTHING, IN ATTENDING 

A PARTY1 SEEMS TO MAKE THE HOSTILE1 ANGRY PEOPLE 

EVEN MORE THAT WAY. 

HOSTILITY MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR THOSE WHO 

POSSESS IT TO EITHER ATTRACT OR TO ACCEPT AND 

G.IVE PURE AFFECTION. HOSTILE PEOPLE CANNOT 

GIVE LOVE OR RECEIVE LOVE GRACEFULLY. HOSTILITY 

IS ALWAYS A BLOCK TO EXPERIENCING THE LOVE AND 



GRACE OF GOD, 

IN THE NEAR FUTUR�J I PLAN TO DO A COMPLETE 

SERMON ON THE SUBJECT--"How TO DEAL WITH 

HOSTILITY." 

AFTER ALL THE. REGRETS HAD BEEN RECEIVED FOR 

WHATEVER REASON--THE KING SENT OUT MESSENGERS 

AGAIN--BUT THI.S TIME THEY WERE INSTRUCTED TO 

GO INTO THE HIGHWAYS AND STREETS AND INVITE 

ALL THEY COULD FIND--THE GOOD AND THE BAD J 

HONEST PEOPLE . AND RASCALS, GOD CARRIES OUT 
THE PLAN NO MATTER HOW MANY REGRETS, GOD'S 

BANQUET NEVER IS CANCELLED--WHEN THE GENIUSES 

FAILJ Gan TURNS TO THE NOBODIES. 

WHEN THE BEARERS OF THE GOOD NEWS OF THE LOVE 

AND GRACE OF GOD WALK OUT AND DESCEND INTO 

DOGMATIC HAIRSPLITTING OR CHURCH POLITICS OR 

BECOME CONCERNED ONLY ABOUT THEMSELVESJ GOD 

TURNS TO OTHERS AND REJOICES THE FRESHNESS OF 

THEIR NEW-FOUND FAITH. 

10 

So THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE A FEASTJ A BANQUETJ 

A HUGE PARTY; AND YOU AND EVERYONE ELSE IS INVITED, 

NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THAT WE SHOULD 

BE THERE. GOD AWAITS YOUR R.S.V.P. AMEN. 


