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SUNDAY 1 OCTOBER 14 1 1984 

"GOD'S GENEROSITY" 

MATTHEW 20:1-16 

WHAT A STRANGE WAY TO DO BUSINESS! THAT'S 
WHAT MANY PEOPLE THINK WHEN THEY HEAR THE 
PARABLE JUST READ. THE OWNER OF A VINEYARD 
NEEDED TO HAVE HIS GRAPES PICKED, So EARLY 
IN THE MORNING, HE WENT TO THE LOCAL MARKETPLACE 
TO HIRE WORKERS FOR THE DAY,· HE AGREED TO 
PAY THEM A FAIR WAGE OF ONE- DENARIUS FOR THE 
DAY. LATER IN THE MORNING, HE RETURNED TO 
THE SAME PLACE AND HIRED MORE LABORERS AND 
TOLD THEM HE WOULD PAY THEM A FAIR WAGE. AT 

NOON AND AT THREE O'CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON 
HE DID THE SAME. WITH ONE HOUR REMAINING IN 
THE WORK DAYJ HE RETURNED TO THE MARKETPLACE 
AND FOUND STILL OTHERS WHO HAD NOT BEEN ABLE 
TO GET WORK FOR THAT DAY-- SO HE ALSO SENT 
THEM TO THE VINEYARD AND PROMISED TO PAY THEM. 

IN THE STORY.,_ JESUS DOES NOT TELL US WHY THE 
OWNER OF THE VINEYARD DIDN'T HIRE ALL THE 
AVAILABLE WORKERS EARLY IN THE MORNING, MAYBE 
HE WASN'T SURE THAT HE WOULD NEED THEM ALL1 

BUT AS THE WORK PROGRESSED) HE DISCOVERED THAT 
IF ALL THE GRAPES WERE GOING TO BE PICKEPJ 
HE WOULD NEED A LOT MORE HELP. 
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ORJ MAYB·E HE DIDN'T NEED THE EXTRA WORKERS 
AT ALL, BUT KEPT GOING BACK TO THE MARKETPLACE 
TO HIRE MORE PEOPLE BECAUSE HE KNEW EACH ONE 

''-../ NEEDED THE WORK, EACH TIME HE WENT BACK HE 
WAS CHECKING TO SEE IF OTHER EMPLOYERS HAD 
HIRED THOSE WHO.WERE IDLE) AND SINCE HE KNEW 
THEY NEEDED THE WORK TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES, 
HE GAVE THEM A JOB, 

THE ASSUMPTION IS OF COURSE THAT ALL THOSE 
WHO WERE WAITING TO WORK IN THE MARKETPLACE 
WANTED TO WORK, THAT'S WHY THEY WERE THERE, 
IT WAS A COMMON PRACTICE IN THOSE DAYS TO COME 
TO A CENTRAL PLACE AND BE AVAILABLE TO FARMERS 
AND OTHERS WHO COULD EMPLOY THE NEEDED WORKERS, 

AT THE END OF THE DAY) THE OWNER TOLD HIS 
PAYROLL CLERK TO PAY EACH OF THE WORKERS) BUT 
IN REVERSE ORDER--BEGINNING WITH THOSE WHO 
HAD BEEN HIRED LAST AND THEN ON DOWN TO THOSE 
WHO HAD BEEN HIRED EARLY IN THE MORNING. THEN 
CAME THE SURPRISE! HE PAID EACH MAN A FULL 
DAYS WAGESJ EVEN THOUGH SOME OF THEM HAD ONLY 
WORKED ONE HOURJ SOME THREE HOURS, SOME SIX 
HOURS) SOME NINE HOURS AND SOME TWELVE HOURS, 
NATURALLYJ EACH ONE NOTICED WHAT HIS FELLOW 
WORKERS WERE BE I NG PA I-D. PERHAPS IF THE OWNER 
HAD PAID THOSE WHO HAD COME TO WORK EARLY IN 
THE MORNING FIRSTJ AND THEN ON UP THROUGH THE 
DAY, AND AFTER EACH GROUP HAD BEEN PAIDJ SENT 

. . 

THEM AWAY�=NO ONE WOULD'VE NOTICED THAT EACH 
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GROUP HAD BEEN PAID THE SAME. 

lNSTEADJ BY PAYING THOSE WHO HAD COME TO WORK 
LATE IN THE DAY A. FULL DAY'S WAGESJ IT CAUSED 

THE OTHERS TO THINK THAT THEY WERE GOING TO 
GET MORE THAN A FULL DAY'S WAGES. IN FACTJ 

ACCORDING TO THE STORYJ THAT 1 S EXACTLY WHAT 
THEY SAID. nTHESE LAST WORKED ONLY ONE HOURJ 

AND YOU HAVE MADE THEM EQUAL TO US WHO HAVE 
BORNE THE BURDEN OF THE DAY AND THE SCORCHING 

. .  

HEAT .. II 

. ' 

HOWEVERJ THE OWNER REMINDED THEM THAT HE HAD 
NOi DEFRAUDED THEM IN ANY WAY, HE PAID THEM 
EXACTLY WHAT TH�Y HAD TOGETH�R AGRE�D ON AS 

A FAIR WAGE, AND HE ADDED--nWHY SHOULD YOU 
BE JEALOUS BECAUSE I CHOOSE TO BE GENEROUS 
TO THOSE WHO HA.VE STOOD ALL DAY IN THE MARKET­
PLACE LOOK I NG FOR. WORK., WORRY I NG BECAUSE THEY 
COULD NOT EARN ENOUGH TO KEEP THEMSELVES OR 
FEED THEIR FAMILIES, THEY NEED AS MUCH MONEY 
AS YOU TO FEED THEIR CHILDREN. WHY ARE YOU 
SO ENVIOUS OF MY GENEROSITY AND THEIR GOOD 
FORTU�JE?'' 

No DOUBT THOSE WHO HAD WORKED ALL DAY WENT 
ON TO THINK TO THEMSELVESJ nWELL OF COURSE 
YOU HAVE NOT ACTUALLY DEFRAUDED US. WE GOT 
WHAT YOU AGREED TO PAY US, BUT IT'S THE 
PRINCIPAL OF THE THING1" MOST OF US CAN 
QUICKLY FIND PRINCIPLES TO STAND ON WHEN OUR 

SELFISH INTEREST IS INVOLVED. 
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS PARABLE? IT IS 

NOT ITS PURPOSE TO TELL US HOW WE SHOULD 

ORGANIZE OUR ECONOMIC LIFE OR HOW WE SHOULD 

SET UP OUR PERSONNEL SYSTEMS; OR HOW OUR 

CHURCHESJ INDUSTRIES OR BUSINESSES SHOULD PAY 

WAGES. REMEMBER JESUS BEGAN THE PARAB·LE BY 

SAYINGJ UTHE KINGDOM OF Goo IS LIKE A HOUSE­

HOLDER WHO WENT OUT EARLY IN THE 

MOR N I NG . • . '' 

IN ADDI.TIONJ THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THE PARABLE 

IS SET IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW) GIVES US A 

HINT ABOUT THE STORY'S MEANING, RIGHT BEFORE 

JESUS TOLD THIS STORYJ HE HAD BEEN HAVING A 

DISCUSSION WITH HIS D ISCIPLES ABOUT GOD'S 

KINGDOM AND HOW Gan's LOVE IS FOR ALL PEOPLE, 

IN THE DISCUSSIONJ PETER HAD ASKED HIMJ nDON'T 

WE GET SOME EXTRA REWARD SINCE WE HAVE LEFT 

EVERYTHING AND HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING YOU LONGER 

THAN ANYONE ELSE? WE'RE THE FIRST ONES, WE'VE 

STAKED OUR WHOLE LIFE ON YOUJ GIVEN UP OUR 

JOBSJ SACRIFIED OUR FAMILIES--SO WHAT DO WE 

GET THAT'S EXTRA?n 

PETER WAS ASKING WHAT SOME PEOPLE ASK TODAY, 

"ARE WE GOING TO BE ON THE SAME LEVEL IN Goo's 

KINGDOM AS THE PEOPLE WHO TAKE IT EASY AND 

ENJOY LIFE UNTIL THEY GROW TOO OLD AND TOO 
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WORN OUT TO AMUSE THEMSELVES) AND THEN SUDDENLY 
LATE IN LIFE BECOME RELIGIOUS? WILL THEY HAVE 
THE SAME REWARD AS THE REST OF US WHO HAVE 
TRIED TO BE FAITHFUL ALL OUR LIVES OR MOST 
OF OUR LIVES?u 

IT WAS IN ANSWER TO THI.S KIND OF QUESTION THAT 
JESUS TOLD THIS STORY. HERE THENJ ARE SOME 
OF THE MAIN POINTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT ITS 
MEANING. 

1 . . FIRSTJ WITH THIS PARABL�J JESUS IS SAYING 
THAT Goo LOVES us ALL EQUALLY. Gan LOVES us 

IF WE DECIDE TO TAKE GOD SERIOUSLY ONLY IN 
THE LAST MOMENTS OF OUR LIFEJ AS MUCH AS Goo 

LOVES OTHERS WHO HAVE BEEN OPEN TO Gan FROM. 
THE BEGINNING. THIS IS ABOVE ALL A PARABLE 
ABOUT Gan's GENEROSITY J ABOUT Goo's GRACE TO 
ALL PEOPLE, IT'S.A. PARABLE WHICH REMINDS. US 
THAT WE DO NOT EARN Gan's LOVE--IT IS ALWAYS 
GIVEN TO us) AND GOD GIVES EACH ONE OF us AS 
MUCH AS WE NEED--ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS TO BE 
OPEN TO IT AND ACCEPT IT. 

IN OTHER WORDSJ GOD DOES NO-T TREAT US AS WE 
OFTEN TREAT EACH OTHER. GOD JUDGES DIFFERENTLY 
THAN WE DO. THIS IS A PARABLE WHICH REJECTS 
LEGALISTIC OR nREWARDn RELIGION. IT REJECTS 
THE HERESY THAT GOD LOVES SOME PEOPLE MORE 
THAN OTHERS BECAUSE THEY ARE MORE RELIGIOUS 
THAN THE REST OF·U-S--OR BECAUSE THEY ATTEND 
THE "RIGHTn CHURCHJ OR BECAUSE THEY EARNED 

' ' . 
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Goo's LOVE. Too MANY PEOPLE THINK OF RELIGION 
AS SOMETHING TO BE DONE TO EARN Goo's FAVOR. 
IT'S LIKE THE STOCKHOLDER COMMERICAL, nWE 
MAKE RELIGION THE OLD FASHIONED WAY -- YOU 
HAVE TO EARN Goo's FAVOR." 

AT THE SAME TIMEJ THE PARABLE IS QUITE ACCURATE 
IN ITS DESCRIPTION OF WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR LIFE 
TOGETHER. IN THE PARABLEJ SOME PEOPLE ARE 
CALLED TO WORK . EARLY IN THE M0R�J-I NG AND WORK 
FAITHFULLY ALL DAY WHILE OTHERS ARE IDLE. LIFE 
IS LIKE THAT. SOME FIND THE RIGHT DIRECTION 
FOR THEIR LIFE EARLY1 WHILE OTHERS SEEM TO 
DRIFT AND HAVE MORE DIFFICULTY FINDING WHAT'S 
RIGHT FOR THEM. WE'VE ALL KNOWN PEOPLE WHO 

HAVE TRIED SEVERAL VOCATIONS OR PROFESSIONS 
BEFORE THEY FIND WHAT'S BEST FOR THEMJ OR YOUNG 
PEOPLE WHO DROP OUT OF COLLEGE FOR A WHILE 
BECAUSE THEY'RE NOT SURE WHAT THEY SHOULD BE 
DOING WITH THEIR LIVES. 

SOME PEOPLE FIND Goo EARLY IN LIFEJ WHILE 
OTHERS DO NOT EXPERIENCE Goo's LOVE UNTIL LATE 
IN LIFE. 

THE PARABLE TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THAT LIFE 
IS UNEVEN. SOME PEOPLE HAVE GOOD HEALTH AND 
ABOUNDING ENERGY AND OTHERS POOR HEALTH AND 
VERY LITTLE ENERGY. SOME DIE.YOUNG FOR NO 
APPARENT REASON AND OTHERS ARE ABLE TO LIVE 

. -

AND WORK AND FIND MEANING IN THEIR WORK 
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UNTIL THEY ARE VERY OLD, 

SOME PEOPLE SEEM ALWAYS TO BE PASSED OVER WHEN 
SELECTIONS ARE MADE AND THEN ARE CHOSEN ONLY 
LATE IN LIFE. AND SOME PEOPLE SEEM TO BE 
GENEROUSLY REWARDED FOR WHATEVER THEY DO WHILE 
OTHERS SEEM NOT TO BE. WHY THE DIFFERENCE? 
No ONE REALLY KNOWS AND IN THE PARABLE JESUS 
DID NOT ATTEMP'T TO ANSWER SUCH QUESTIONS, 

BUT AGAIN WHAT THE PARABLE DOES INDICATE IS 

THAT GOD'S LOVEJ Gan's GRACE IS AVAILABLE FOR 
ALL AND AT ANY POINT IN. LIFE .. GOD DOES NOT 
DOLE OUT LOVE IN A CAREFULLY GRADUATED BEAKER 
OF REWARDS, 

2. SECONDLY> THIS IS A PARABLE THEN WHICH 
REMINDS us THAT Goo's KINGDOMJ OR Gan's WAY 
IS FREQUENTLY A STARTLING REVERSAL OF OUR USUAL 
AND ORD1NARY WAY OF LOOKING AT THINGS. THUS 
JESUS SAID TO.PETER BEFORE HE TOLD THIS STORY-­
uBUT MANY THAT ARE FIRST WILL BE LAST AND THE 
LAST FIRST,n AND JESUS ENDED THIS PARABLE 
WITH THE SAME KIND OF STATEMENT--"So THE LAST 

WILL BE FIRST AND THE FIRST LAST. h GOD IS 
FULL OF SURPRISES! 

FOR US IN THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLDJ _ SUCCESS 
IS USUALLY MEASURED BY HOW MUCH A PERSON CAN 

. . 

GET AND KEEP, Bur Goo's KINGDOM IS JUST THE 

OPPOSITEJ SAID JESUS, THE MORE YOU GIVE 'AWAYJ 
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THE MORE YOU WILL FIND MEANING IN LIFE AND 
HAPPINESS. 
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MOST OF THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS CONTAIN STARTLING 

REVERSALS OF THE WAY WE USUALLY OPERAT.E. "BLESSED 
ARE THE POOR IN S.PIRITJ FOR THEI.RS. IS THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD, n .WE USUALLY THINKJ BLESSED ARE THE 
RI CH J BLESS.ED ARE THOSE WHO PUT THEMSELVES 
FIRST; BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE FAMOUS; BLESSED 
ARE THOSE WHO ARE COMPLETELY SURE OF THEMSELVES 
AT ALL TIMES) FOR THEY HAVE EVERYTHING. 

JESUS SAID) "BLESSED ARE THE MEEKJ FOR THEY 
SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH,n WE SAY) BLESSED 
ARE THE STRONGJ THE POWER.FUL, THOSE WHO CAN 

TAKE WHAT THEY WANT; BLESSED ARE THE AGGRESSIVE; 
THOSE WITH THE MOST GUNSJ THE MOST GUIDED MISSILES; 
THE L.ARGEST ARMIES; FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT 
THE EARTH. 

READ THE GOSPELS AND EVERYTHING IS REVERSED 
FROM OUR ORDINARY POINT OF VIEW, nyOU HAVE 
HEARD THAT IT WAS SAIDJ 'AN EYE FOR AN EYE 
AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH, ' BUT I SAY TO YOU, 
'DO NOT RESIST ONE WHO IS EVIL� BUT IF ANY 
ONE STRIKES YOU ON THE RIGHT CHEEK ) TURN TO 
THAT ONE THE OTHER ALSO. " nyOU -HAVE HEARD 
THAT IT WAS SAIDJ 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AND HATE YOUR ENEMYJ (THAT'S THE WAY THE WORLD 
OPERATES)J BUT I SAY TO YOWJ 'LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, 

. 
' . . . 

PR.AY FOR THOSE WHO" PERSECUTE YO.U � I JI 



AND IN THIS PARABLE OF THE WORKERS IN THE 

VINEYARD--JESUS SAID, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS 

LIKE WHAT TAKES PLACE IN THIS STORY. Goo 

REWARDS US ACCORDING TO OUR NEEDS� NOT 

ACCORDING TO WHAT WE THINK WE DESERVE, OR WHAT 

OTHERS THINK WE DESERVE . 

3. NOTE TH·IRDLYJ THAT EVEN THOUGH THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD REVERSES OUR USUAL WAY OF THINKING AND 
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OF DOING THINGS, IT'S NOT EASY FOR US TO ACCEPT. 

WE MISUNDERSTAND AND ARE JEALOUS OF Goo's 

GENEROSITY, 

IN THE PARABLE, THOSE WHQ WERE LU.CKY ENOUGH 

TO BE HIRED EARLY IN THE MORNING AND WHO WORKED 

ALL DAY WERE ENVIOUS OF THOSE WHO WORKED ONLY 

ONE HOUR OR TH·REE HOURS OR SIX HOURS AND GOT 

PAID THE SAME. 

THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT WORK AND LIFE 

IN Gan's VINEYARD, BEING CALLED BY Goo EARLY 

IN LIFE, FINDIN-G ONE'S SELF EARLY IN LIFE, 

IS IN ITSELF A GIFT AND CARRIES WITH IT ITS 

OWN REWARD, 

WHY DO WE AUTOMATICALLY ASSUME THAT THE PERSON 

WHO HASN'T BEEN ABLE TO FIND WORKJ OR FIND 

DIRECTION IN HIS OR HER LIFE) OR FIND GOD, 

IS HAPPIER THAN WE ARE? OR WHY DO WE SEEM 
I 

TO ASSUME THAT A PERSON WHO HAS WASTED MOST 

OF HIS OR. HER LI-FE A.�JD ONLY BEG I NS TO BE 
. . . . . . . 

PRODUCT.IVE LATE IN LI FE., HAS HAD MORE FUN 
• I ' • • 1 • • I • • • 

AND JOY. THAN THE REST OF us? 
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WHY COULDN'T THOSE WHO HAD WORKED ALL DAY HAVE 
REJOICED BECAUSE OF THEIR FELLOW WORKER'S GOOD 
FORTUNE? AFTER ALL.J THOSE WHO COULDN'T FIND 

WORK EARLIER IN THE DAY NOW AT LEAST HAD ENOUGH 
MONEY TO CARE FOR THEIR FAMILIES, THAT SHOULD 
BE CAUSE FOR THANKSGIVING, 

THE OWNER OF THE VINEYARD RIGHTLY ASKED THOSE 

WHO -HAD WORKED ALL DAY-�uWHY ARE YOU SO ENVIOUS? 
WHAT 1 CHOOSE TO PAY THE OTHER WORKERS IS NOT 
COMING OUT OF YOUR POCKET. YOU'RE NOT GETTING 
ANY LESS BECAUSE OF. MY GENEROSITY 1 You WOULD'VE 

BEEN QUITE SATISFIED WITH YOUR PAY IF YOU HAD 
NOT KNOWN WHAT I PAID THESE OTHER WORKERS� 

BUT NOW BECAUSE YOU BEGIN TO - MAKE COMPARISONSJ 

YOU ARE ENVIOUS," 

ENVY IS ONE OF OUR MOST INS IDIOUS DISEASES. 
WHEN'WE SEE SOME GOOD THINGS COMING TO SOMEONE 
ELSEJ PERHAPS EVEN OUR BEST FRIENDJ ·WE SO 
EASILY BECOME JEALOUS AND BEGIN TO CHECK UP 
ON THE WAY THE VARIOUS QUOTAS ·oF BLESSINGS 
ARE BEING HANDED OUT AND D ISTRIBUTED. WHEN 
SOMETHING BAD HAPPENS TO US J WE ASK, nWHY ME?u 

AND WHEN SOMETHING GOOD HAPPENS TO SOMEONE 
ELSE, WE ASK, "WHY NOT ME?u 



WHEN WE BEGIN TO MAKE COMPARISONSJ .WE ARE NOT 
ASKING THE QUESTIONJ- "AM I BEING TREATED 
FAIRLY?n 

Bur RATHERJ nHow no I COMPARE To 
OTHERS." 

THE BIG PROBLEM WITH 6NVY IS THAT IT BLOCKS 
OUR VISION AND OUR UNDERSTANDING. WHEN WE 
ARE ENVIOUS WE CAN NO LONGER SEE THE GOODNESS 
AND GRACE OF GoD. ANYONE WHO LOOKS AT Goo's 

BLESSINGS W1TH ONE EYE AND WITH THE OTHER EYE 
TRIES TO KEEP TRACK OF WHETHER OTHERS ARE 
RECEIVING A LITTLE BIT MORE THAN ONESELFJ 

FALLS VICTIM TO THE DISEASED KIND OF SEEING 
THAT MAKES ONE INCAPABLE OF RECOGNIZING WHAT 
A BLE55ING 15, 

WITH THIS PARABLEJ JESUS IS SAYING THAT GOD 

SEES AND KNOWS EACH ONE OF US COMPLETELYJ AND 

THAT GOD LOVES us EACH ONE EQUALLY. Goo's 

LOVE AND GRACE ARE GIVEN TO US G ENEROUSLY. 

THIS IS A PARABLE OF Gan's GENEROSITY. RATHER 

THAN ALL THE TIME CALCULATING)  THE PARABLE 

CALLS US TO BE THANKFUL FOR WHAT WE HAVE) FOR 

GOD H.AS GIVEN US EVEN MORE THAN WE DESERVED, 

TRY THIS WEEK TO REJOICE AT THE GOOD FORTUNE 

OF OTHERS) AS WELL AS YOUR OWN. AMEN. 
• 

• 
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