
SUNDAY) SEPTEMBER 9J 1984 

uro HIDE OR TO RISK? THAT IS THE QUESTION
n 

MATTHEW 25:14-29 

THIR.TEEN YEARS AGO ON THE SECOND SUNDAY IN 

SEPTEMBER (SEPTEMBER 12J 1971) THIS CONGREGATION 

IN A SPECIALLY CALLED MEETING VOTED UNANIMOUSLY 

·TO CALL A NEW SENIOR MINISTER. I WAS FORTUNATE 

TO BE THAT PERSON. THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY ) SEPTEMBER 

19J MY WIFE AND I CAME TO LINCOLN ) TO MEET 

WITH THE CONGREGATION ) PREACH THE SERMON AND 

TO OFFICIALLY ACCEPT THE POSITION, 

I REMEMBER ONE O.F THE FIRST THINGS SAID TO 

ME SINCE I WAS GOING TO PREACH THE SERMON THAT 

SUNDAY·-- AND THAT WAS THAT THE CHURCH HAD 

AN INADEQUATE SOUND SYSTEM AND WOULD ONE DAY 

HAVE . TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. IN THE INTERVENING 

YEARS, MANY OTHER IMPORTANT PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 

TOOK PRIORITY, BUT TODAY, THIRTEEN YEARS LATERJ 

WE HAVE IN ADD IT I ON TO THE MOST B E·AUT I FUL AND 

FUNCTIONAL CHURCH BUILDING IN. THE MIDWEST, 

A SOUND SYSTEM THAT NONE CAN EQUAL, IT HAS 

TAKEN SEVERAL YEARS OF PLANNING AND WORK TO 

GET IT. I WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHO HAD 

A PART IN BRINGING THIS. NEW SYSTEM· I�JTO BEING, 

THE TITLE OF MY ACCEPTANCE SERMON ON THAT 

SUNDAY IN SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN YEARS AGO WAS: 

''HE-LPING MIRACLES HAPPEN.'' .IT WAS BASED ON 

THE NEW TESTAMENT STORY OF THE FEEDING OF 
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5,000, WITH FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH. I POINTED 
OUT, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT TOGETHER WE COULD 
HELP MIRACLES HAPPEN AND I THINK WE HAVE. LIKE 

THE LITTL.E BOY WITH FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FIS-H, 
WE HELP MIRACLES HAPPEN BY TAKING WHAT WE HAVE, 
AND NOT BEING AFRAID TO SHARE IT WITH OTHERS. 
THE LITTLE BOY GAVE HIS FIVE PIECES OF BREAD 
AND TWO SMALL FISH TO JESUS AND IT FED MORE 
PEOPLE THAN HE COULD'VE EVER IMAGINED, THE 
LITTLE BOY WASN'T AFRAID TO RISK WHAT HE HAD. 
HE COULD'VE HIDDEN THE LITTLE LUNCH H.IS MOTHER 
HAD MADE FOR HIM AND HAD IT ALL TO HIMSELF, 
BUT HE DIDN'T. 

JESUS TOLD A PARABLE THAT MAKES A SIMILAR 
POINT. IT WAS READ AS THE S-CRIPTURE READING 
THIS MORNING. IT'S A STORY ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL 

,� WHO ENTRUSTS HIS PROPERTY TO HIS S.ERVANTS WHILE 
HE IS GONE. To ONE HE GAVE 5 TALENTS) TO ANOTHER 
TWO AND TO ANOTHER ONE -- EACH ACCORDING TO 
HIS ABILITY. THE ONE WHO HAD GIVEN THE FIVE 
TALENTS WAS NOT AFRAID TO USE THEM AND HE THUS 
MULTIPLIED THEM. THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN GIVEN 
THE TWO TALENTS DID THE SAME. BUT THE THIRD 
INDIVIDUAL WAS AFRAID TO RISK ANYTHING AND 
SO HE HID WHAT WAS ENTRUSTED TO HIM. HE LOST 
NOTHING AND HE MADE NOTHING.-

WHEN THE MASTER RETURNED, HE HIGHLY COMMENDED 
THE FIRST TWO SERVANTS WHO WERE NOT AFRAID 

TO USE WHAT WAS GIVEN THEM AND HE CONDEMNED 

THE THIRD INDIVIDUAL FOR HIDING WHAT HAD BEEN 

ENTRUSTED TO HIM, 
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THIS MORNING I WANT TO USE THIS PARABLE AS 

THE BACKGROUND FOR W-HAT I WANT TO SAY ABOUT 

� THIS CHURCH AND HOW WE MIGHT USE WHAT HAS BEEN 

ENTRUSTED TO USJ NOW AND IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

L 

WHAT I AM GOING TO SUGGEST IS BASED ON THESE 

THREE BASIC ASSUMPTIONS. 

I. THE REASON FOR THIS CHURCH'S EXISTENCE 

OR ANY CHURCH'S EX I STEN CE IS TO IN.CREASE AMO��G 

PEOPLE THE LOVE OF GOD AND NE .IGHBOR. OR TO 

USE THE WORDS OF JESUS -- uGo THEREFORE AND 

MAKE-DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS) BAPTIZING THEM 

AND TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THAT I HAVE 

COMMANDED YOU." IT'S NOT OUR CHURCHJ BUT Gan's 

CHURCH WHICH HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO.US . . 

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE GOOD NEWS OF THE LOVE 

OF GOD FOR ALL PEOPLE AND ALL NATIONS SO THAT 

WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT IT. 

II. WE ARE TO USE THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS 

THAT WE CAN FIND TO INCREASE AMONG PEOPLE THE 

LOVE.OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR; TO SPREAD THE GOOD 

NEWS.! 

111. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN THIS CHURCHJ A 

NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING RESOURCES WHICH NEED 

TO BE USED FOR THE GOODJ NOT ONLY FOR OUR OWN 

GOODJ BUT FOR AS MANY AS POSSIBLE. To USE 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE PARABLE- WHICH JESUS TOLD1 

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN AT LEAST FIVE TALENTS WHICH 

WE ARE TO USE AND NOT HIDE. HERE ARE A FEW 

OF THEM-, 
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1. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN A BEAUTIFUL AND UNIQUE 

CHURCH BUILDING, A. TREASURE HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED 

- TO US. HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF PEO-PLE WHO 

HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH IN THE PAST 

HAVE,SACRIFICED AND GIVEN OF THEIR TIME AND 

MONEY THAT TH IS BU I.LD I �JG COULD BE HERE IN ALL 

ITS BEAUTY. THE LAST MAJOR CAPITAL FUNDS DRIVE 

WAS HELD IN 1966J WHE�I THE BUILDING WAS REMODELED 

AND THE EAST WING ADDED. THAT DRIVE WAS FOR 

$750J 000, WHICH IN TODAY' S  DOLLARS WOULD BE 

AT LEAST $1., 500., 000., A�!D THE MEMBERSHIP THEN 

WAS MUCH SMALLER THAN WE HAVE NOW. PRESENTLYJ 

WE HAVE BETWEEN 1900 AND 2000 MEMBERSJ AND 

ONLY 400 OF THESE WERE MEMBERS IN 1966. So 

WE HAVE INHERITED A TREASURE. 

To BE SURE., THIS CONGREGATIO.N HAS BEEN GENEROUS 

IN LETTING THIS BUILD.ING BE USED BY COMMUNITY 

GROUPS OF ALL. KINDS. WE HAVE NOT HIDDEN TH IS 

TREASURE., BUT HAVE RISKED I rs· USE., A�JD THAT·' s 

TO OUR CREDIT. 

2. A SECOND TALENT OR TREASURE THAT HAS BEEN 

ENTRUSTED TO US IS A STRONG .AND VITAL MUSIC 

PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDES TWO UN I QUE INSTRUMENTS -·­

A MAGNIFICENT PIPE ORGAN AND OUR BEAUTIFUL 

CARILLON1 THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND I.N �JEBRASKA. 

THESE TREASURES ALSO HAVE NOT BEEN .HIDDEN1 

BUT CONTINUE TO BE INVESTED AND USED. 

3. A THIRD TALENT OR TREASURE IS A STRONG1 

VITAL AND HEALTHY CONGREGATION, WE. HAVE 

INDIVIDUALS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE -- YOUNG 
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AND OLD J RICH AND POORJ COMING FROM A DIVERSITY 
OF RELIGIOUS BACKGROUNDS, WE BELIEVE IN 
PARTICIPATING IN THE LIFE OF THIS COMMUNITY 
AND DO SO IN MANY WAYS. 

4. WE HAVE A TALENTED AND DEDICATED STAFF -­
FROM CUSTODIANS) SECRETARIES) PART-TIME WORKERSJ 

VOLU.NTEERS TO FULL TIME PROFESSIO�JALS. LIKE 

OTHER TALENTSJ THE STAFF HAS NOT BEE.N HIDDEN 
FROM THE WIDER COMMUNITYJ BUT HAS INVESTED 
ITSELF IN MANY WAYS AND PLACES. 

Now SINCE WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THESE 
TREASURES OR TALENTSJ THIS PLACES TWO STRONG 
OBLIGATIONS UPON US WHO ARE TODAY MEMBERS OF 
THIS CONGREGATIONJ ACCORDING TO JESUS' PARABLE. 

1. FIRSTJ WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO MAINTAIN 
THESE TREASURES AND NOT LET THEM DETERIORATE. 
THIS APPLIES. ESPECIALLY TO THIS BEAUTIFUL 
ARTISTIC MASTERPIECE OF A BUILDING. AND THIS 
LEADS TO MY FIRST PROPOSAL FOR THE FUTURE OF 
THIS CHURCH. 

A. WE NEED TO RENOVATE THE INTERIOR OF THIS 
WORSHIP AREA IN PARTICULAR. IT NEEDS REPAINTINGJ 

NEW PEW CUSHIONS AND A NEW AND EFFICIENT AIR-
CONDITIONING SYSTEM. 

B, SECONDLY AND RELATED TO .THE RENOVATION 

OF THIS AREAJ OUR MAIN PIPE ORGAN IN THIS ROOM 
NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED AND UPDATED IF IT IS 
TO REMAIN THE MAGNIFICENT INSTRUMENT THAT IT 



IS. SOME NEW STOPS NEED TO BE ADDED AND A 

NEW CONSOLE. 
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C. WE ALSO NEED RENOVATION AND REPAIR OF THE 

CARILLONJ AND PART OF THIS IS NOW BEING PLANNED. 

D. THE EAST COURTYARD OUTSIDE THE CHAPEL NEEDS 

A NEW RETAINING WALL AND THE INTERIOR OF THE 

COURTYARD ITSELF WILL THEN NEED TO BE REDONE. 

IT HAS DETERIORATED BADLY. 

THESE FOUR ITEMS AND THERE ARE NO DOUBT SOME 

OTHER SMALLER ONES THAT WILL BE ADDED I.N THE 

FUTURE NEED TO BE DONE IN ORDER TO KEEP THIS 
BUI.LDING THE TREASURE THAT IT IS AND SO THAT 

WE CAN CONTINUE TO USE IT FOR OURSELVES A�JD 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMUNITY AS CHRIST HAS 

C0MMAf\JDED us I 

2. Bur NOT ·ONLY DO WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION 

TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE WHAT HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED 

TO USJ WE ALSO HAVE THE SECOtJD.OBLIGATI0N OF 

USING THE TREASURES THAT HAVE BEEN GIVEN US 

IN THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY POSSIBLE IN OUR TIME. 

FOR TH IS -CHURCH I BEL I EVE TH IS MEANS r·HAT WE 

NEED TO BEG.IN TO USE TELEVISION AS ANOTHER 

MEANS OF OUTREACH FOR THIS C0NGR.EGATI0N. 

IN THE BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH WAS 

SPREAD BY WORD OF MOUTH; THEN IT BEGAN TO BE 

WRITTEN DOWN AND WAS ALSO SPREAD BY THE WRITTEN 

WORD AND SO TO.DAY WE ST I LL HAVE THE BIBLE. 



IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT ONE OF 
TO BE PRINTED AFTER GUTENBERG 
PRINTING PRESS WAS THE BIBLE. 

THE FIRST BOOKS 

I�!VENTED THE 

So AG ft. IN THE 

MOST MODERN MEANS OF SPREADING THE GOSPEL WAS 
USED. CONSISTENTLY) EACH GENERATION OF 

CHRISTIANS HAVE UTILIZED CONTEMPORARY 
COMMUNICATIONS METHODS TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL, 
TELEVISION IS ONE OF TODAY' S METHODS. 

FIRST-PLYMOUTH CHURCH HERE IN LINCOLNJ BEGAN 
BROADCASTING ITS WORSHIP SERVICES ON THE RADIO 
MORE THAN 40 YEARS AGO, WE WERE PIONEERS IN 
USING THIS NEW MEDIUM, Now I BELIEVE W.E NEED 
TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP AND THAT IS TELEVISION. 

You MAY RIGHTLY ASK� WHY us? WHY FIRST­
PLYMOUTH? WE HAVE THE RESOURCES -- A 

BEAUTIFUL BUILDINGJ THE MUSICJ AND WE HAVE 
A MESSAGE THAT NEEDS TO BE HEARD MORE WIDELY, 
UP TO THIS POINT IN CHURCH HISTORY J THE MORE 

• 
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FUNDAMENTALIST CHURCHES HAVE DOMINATED TELEVISION. 
CERTAINLY THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE ON TELEVISION 
AS MUCH AS THEY WANT. I SIMPLY BELIEVE THAT 
OTHER POINTS OF. VIEW WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

. . 

NEED TO BE HEARD AND SEEN AS WELL. THERE ARE 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OUT -THERE WHO ARE NOT AWARE 
THAT THIS KIND OF INCLUSIVE CHURCH EXISTS. 

HERE'S HOW IT WOULD WORK. THE SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP SERVICES WITH TELEVISION WOULD BE 

EXACTLY AS THEY ARE NOW. TELEVISION WOULD 

\._., NEITHER DETRACT FROM NOR NECESSARILY CHANGE 
ANYTHING WE DO, WE WOULD CONTINUE TO PLAN 



AND CARRY OUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICES FOR THOSE 

WHO ARE PRESENT HERE IN PERSON, TELEVIS ION 

CAMERAS WOULD BE DISCREETLY PLACED SO THAT 

THERE WOULD BE NO INTRUSION ON WHAT WE DO, 

PERMANENT LIGHTING WOULD BE ADDED AND HIDDEN. 

SINCE WE WOULD BE TELEVISING IN THE DAYTIMEJ 

NOT AS MUCH_ LIGHT AS WE USE ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

WOULD BE NECESSARY. THE IMPORTANT POINT IS 
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THIS -- WE WOULD NOT ADAPT OR CHANGE OUR WORSHIP 

SERVICE IN ANY WAY FOR TELEVISION -- TELEVISION 

MUST ADAPT TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE. THE ORDER 

OF WORSHIP WOULD NOT BE INTERRUPTED AT ANY 

POINT FOR THE SAKE OF TELEVISION. 

EACH 11:00 A. M. SERVICE OF WORSHIP WOULD BE 

TAPEDJ NOT BROADCAST LIVE. THEN ON MONDAYJ 

, THE TAPE WOULD BE EDITED TO 28 AND ONE-HALF 

MINUTES OR 29 MINUTES. THIS TAPE WOULD THEN 

BE SHOWN THE FOLL.OWING SUNDAY MORN.ING ·oN ONE 

OR MORE TELEVISION STATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

STATE. THIS WOULD BE A FIRST-CLASSJ PROFESSIONALLY 

PRODUCED TAPE OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY, THERE 

IS NOTHING LIKE IT NOW ON TELEVISION ANYWHERE 

IN THE MIDWEST AREA. 

THE TELEVISING OF THE SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

EDITED TO THE ONE-HALF HOUR TAPE WOULD BE THE 

MAIN FEATURE OF OUR USE OF TELEVISIONJ BUT 

THERE ARE NUMEROUS OTHER USES FOR THE TELEVISION 

EQUIPMENT, 

DURING THE WEEKJ WE WOULD PRODUCE TELEVISION 

PROGRAMS FOR USE ·IN OUR CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES 

AND IN THE NURSING HOMES. THE NEBRASKA 
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CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST1 

THE LINCOLN FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES1 INTERCHURCH 
MINISTRIES OF NEBRASKA -- ALL HAVE EXPRESSED 

'� AN INTEREST I�J WORKING WITH US I�� OTHER U-SES 
OF RELIGIOUS TELEVISION. 

OUR NATIONAL CHURCH OFFICES HAVE BEEN STRONGLY 
ENCOURAGING CHURCHES LIKE OURS TO EXPLORE THIS 
USE OF MEDIA, IN OUR KIND OF CHURCH WE BELIEVE 
THAT THE INTEGRITY AND DIGNITY OF A LOCAL CHURCH 
TELECAST IS DEPENDENT UPON THE FACT THAT IT 
ISSUES FROM A LOCAL CONGREGATION GOING ABOUT 
THE BUSINESS OF BEING A CHURCH IN ITS COMMUNITY, 
Too MUCH OF RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMING NOW SEEN 
ON TELEVISION DOES NOT HAVE THAT KIND OF BASE, 
THE LOCAL CHURCH .IS THE BASIC UN IT I�� THE 

� CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

WHEN A LOCAL CHURCH USES TELEVISION1 IT IS 
JUST ONE MORE WAY OF EXPANDING AND EXTENDING 
THE MINISTRY OF THAT CONGREGATION1 JUST AS 
WE NOW USE RADIO. WE WOULD PURCHASE OUR OWN 
BASIC EQUIPMENT AND WHEN READY1 EMPLOY A TRAINED 
MEDIA SPECIALIST TO TAKE CHARGE OF THIS PART 
OF OUR OUTREACH, 

ACCORDING TO RECENT GALLUP POLLS1 NEARLY 60% 

OF THE U. S. POPULATION DOES NOT REGULARLY 
ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES IN CHURCHES. AND 
ACCORDING TO ANOTHER JUST RELEASED STUDY OF 

RELIGIOUS TELEVISION NOW BEING SEEN1 ONLY ABOUT 
6.2 PERCENT OF THE PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLDS WITH 
TELEVISION ARE REGULAR VIEWERS OF RELIGIOUS 

PROGRAMS. THIS MOST RECENT STUDY FOUND THAT 
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THE AUD.IENCE PRESENTLY WATCHING RELIGIOUS 
PROGRAMS IS MUCH SMALLER TH.AN HAD BEEN 

CLAIMED. FURTHERMORE THE MOST RECENT STUDY 
SHOWS THAT MOST OF THOSE WHO DO WATCH RELIGIOUS 
PROGRAMS ARE ACTIVE MEMBERS IN CHURCHES, So 

THERE IS A VAST NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO BE REACHED, 
HERE IN LINCOLNJ AND THROUGHOUT THIS AREA IF 
THE RIGHT KIND OF RELIGIOUS TELEVISION IS 
AVAILABLE, WE WOULD WANT OUR SERVICE TELECAST 
EITHER AT 8:00 A .  M, ., 8:30 A .• M, OR 9!00 A, 
M, ON SUNDAY MORNINGS, 

OUR TARGET AUDIENCE WOULD BE THOSE PEOPLE WHO 
f\!OW .TURN OFF CURRENT REL I-GI OUS OFFE.R I NGS BECAUSE 
THEY FIND THEM IRRELEVANTJ TOO EXCLUSIVE, NARROW 
AND BORING. I BELIEVE WE OFFER THE KIND OF 
WORSHIP EXPERIE.NCE WHICH IS INSPIRING ., AND 
RELEVANT, 

WE WANT TO REACH PEOPLE WHO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY 
TO THINK IN THE MIDST OF BELIEVINGJ PEOPLE 
WHO KNOW THAT SIMPLE ANSWERS TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS 
ARE OFTEN NOT ADEQUATE, WE WANT TO REACH PEOPLE 
WHO ARE SOCIALLY CONCERNED AND WHO CARE DEEPLY 
ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS EVEN IF THEIR FAITHS DIFFER, 
WE WANT TO REACH PEOPLE WHO WANT TO HEAR THOUGHT­
PROVOKING, CHALLENGING SERMONS AND OUTSTANDING 
RELIGIOUS MUSIC. 

TO HIDE IT OR RISK IT, THAT IS THE QUESTION. 

USE THE GIFTS AND TREASURES WHICH GOD HAS 
ENTRUSTED TO US IN THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY 

POSSIBLE. AMEN, 


