Sunday, August 19, 1984
HIDDEN TREASURE 
Matthew 13:44-46


Some people search and search all of their lives and never seem to be able to find what they are looking for in life. In fact, some search and search and do not know for sure what they are searching for.

Others among us don’t seem to be looking for anything in particular, but go about our jobs with faithfulness and one day stumble upon hidden treasure. Still others among us search diligently for an ultimate meaning in life, and, when they find it, the know it, and they give themselves to it. They know the difference between what is of ultimate value in life and what is not of ultimate value.

In the gospel lesson just read, Jesus told two parables about finding the most important thing in life: what he called the kingdom of heaven, or, in other places, the kingdom of God. In the first brief parable, Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” And in the second parable, he said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all and bought it.”

1. First, what is meant here by the phrase, “kingdom of heaven,” or “kingdom of God"? When you hear those terms, what do you think of? Jesus meant more than simply life after death. When Jesus used this phrase, he was speaking of God’s activity which is always present and creating throughout the cosmos. It is the energy of god which holds all creation together. It is the love of God which is everywhere present. It is the love of God which became a human being in Jesus of Nazareth. It is the love of God which is active and working today in and among human beings. It is the harmony and inter-connectedness of all creation. It is the presence of God everywhere.

Thus, to be aware of the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God is to be aware of a cosmic spirituality which pervades the creation and which is alive and vibrant. To be aware of the kingdom of God is to be aware of the fact that all things are connected and interrelated and meant to be in harmony. To be aware of the kingdom of God is to be aware of the fact that God desires love and justice to prevail throughout the creation. To be aware of the kingdom of God is to know that God loves you and me and desires good for us.

2. But note secondly that in these two brief parables Jesus speaks of the kingdom of God as being hidden. It is not always readily apparent. We are not always immediately aware of it. The harmony, the inter-connectedness of creation, is not always visible. God’s love, god’s justice, God’s presence, god’s activity is not always conspicuous.

The birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is a prime example of this. When Jesus entered this world, everyone did not immediately recognize him as god’s love in a human being. Many people, even very religious people, saw him as the enemy of God. He was born in an out-of-the-way place and in a humble family. As an adult he did not go striding through the world as a messianic king with 12 legions of angels. He did not die as a famous person that everyone knew and recognized — but as a common criminal.

So, it is that the kingdom of God, God’s activity, God’s power, God’s love is like a treasure hidden in a field. It is not to be found in the pomp and glory of the world, but in humble, quiet places and wherever justice is being done — where the hungry are fed, where the naked are clothed, where the homeless are welcomed, where the sick are healed, where slaves are liberated, where bread is broken and a cup is shared.

And said Jesus, this activity of god is the most valuable, the most important thing in the world, and it is present everywhere, even though it is often hidden. 

To make it more personal, think for a moment of your life as the field in which the treasure, the kingdom of god, is hidden. And sometimes we stumble onto it like the individual in the parable stumbled onto the treasure buried in the field. And at other times we have to go searching for it like the merchant in search of fine pearls.

3. Note thirdly, that once we find the hidden treasure and experience it, then everything is changed for us. We begin to see the world and all of creation with completely new and different eyes.

Like the man in the parable when he found the treasure hidden in the field, then he saw the field in a totally new way. It took on an added value.

That’s the way it always is — when we have found something altogether precious, a life partner, a friend, or a fulfillment in our life’s work, then everything else gets measured by it.

Thus, when one experiences the kingdom of god; when one has experienced the harmony, the connectedness of all creation; when on has been given even a glimpse of the love of god present in all things; then a new vision takes over. Everything changes! This treasure, this pearl, outweighs everything. That’s why the individual in each parable was willing to give up everything in order to obtain the treasure. Not even death can take away the treasure or the pearl of great price. The kingdom of God is forever!

This morning, as we celebrate Holy communion together — remember the kingdom of god is present among us. God’s love is here! We experience God in some of the simplest things in life. Remember, too, that we are all part of God’s creation and are all connected with everyone else in creation. That means that all creation is holy, including you and me. Amen. 
