SUNDAY, JuLy 1, 1984

“TRIVIAL PURSUIT"

MATTHEW 23:16-24

A VERY POPULAR GAME RIGHT NOW IN THIS COUNTRY

IS ONE CALLED “TrIVIAL PURSUIT.” My CHILDREN
GAVE ME THE GAME FOR MY BIRTHDAY A FEW MONTHS
AGO, ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE BOX UNDEPNEATH THE
GAME NAME IS A QUOTATION FROM ALEXANDER POPE,
"WHAT MIGHTY CONTESTS RISE FROM TRIVIAL THINGS.”

THE OBJECT OF THE GAME., ACCORDING TO THE
INSTRUCTIONS, IS FOR THE PLAYERS TO CORRECTLY

ANSWER QUESTIONS IN EACH OF THE SIX CATEGORIES
BY HAVING LANDED IN EACH OF THE CATEGORY
HEADQUARTERS WHICH ARE LOCATED ON THE GAME
BOARD, [HE SIX CATEGORIES OF QUESTIONS IM THE
EDITION OF THE GAME I HAVE ARE: GEOGRAPHY,
ENTERTAINMENT, HISTORY., ART AND LITERATURE,
SCIENCE AND NATURE, AND SPORTS AND LEISURE,

OMCE A PARTICULAR EDITION OF THE GAME HAS BEEN
USED A NUMBER OF TIMES SO THAT THE THOUSANDS
OF TRIVIA QUESTIONS ARE EASILY ANSWERABLE, THEN

ONE CAN BUY NEW CARDS SETS WITH NEW QUESTIONS
TO ADD TO THE GAME. THERE ARE ALREADY FOUR NEW

CARD SETS AVAILABLE, EACH WITH 6,000 NEW QUESTIONS.
THE GAME CAN GO Ol FOREVER.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW SAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM THE

GAME: "“WHAT OCEAN SURROUNDS THE MADEIRA ISLANDS?"
(ANSWER: THE ATLANTIC) “WHO WAS THE COMMANDER



2

OF THE STARSHIP ENTERPRISE?” (ANSWER: CAPTAIN
JAMES T, KIRK) “WHAT BIRD DID BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

ADVOCATE AS THE U. S. NATIONAL SYMBOL?"” (ANSWER:

THE TURKEY) “WHAT 19TH CENTURY HUMORIST CABLED
HOME FROM EUROPE, “THE REPORT OF MY DEATH WAS

AN EXAGGERATION"”? (ANSWER: MARK TWAIN) “WHAT’S
INSCRIBED ON THE TABLET HELD BY THE STATUE OF
LIBERTY?” (ANSWER: JuLy 4, 1776) "“WHAT'S THE
ONLY SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE FOOTBALL TEAM NOT BASED
IN TEXAS?” (ANSWER: THE ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS)
“WHAT THAMES RIVER BRIDGE IS NEAREST THE TOWER

OF LoNDON?” (ANSWER: THE Towep BRIDGE) “How
MANY HEARTS DOES AN OCTOPUS HAVE?” (ANSWER:
THREE)

THE GAME GOES ON AND ON, WITH THOUSANDS OF
QUESTIONS IN THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES AND IT CAN
BE A LOT OF FUN TO PLAY, PARTICULARLY WITH A
LARGE GROUP OF PEOPLE. THE INSTRUCTIONS CLAIM

THAT IT LENDS ITSELF EXTREMELY WELL TO TEAM PLAY
FOR AS MANY AS 24 PLAYERS.

“TRIVIAL PURSUIT"” IS AN IDEAL GAME, IT’S FUN,
RELAXING, AND LEADS TO LAUGHTER AND GOOD HUMOR,
AND THAT'’S WHAT A GAME SHoULD Do, IT’S FUN,
TOO, BECAUSE MOST OF US LIKE TO DEAL WITH TRIVIA
FROM TIME TO TIME,

BUT WHEN THE PURSUIT QF TRIVIA BECOMES A MAJOF
OCCUPATION AND NOT JUST A GAME, THEN IT'S A

DIFFERENT MATTER. WHEN WE BEGIN TO FIGHT OVER
TRIVIAL ISSUES, THEN WE KNOW ALEXANDER POPE’S
COMMENT TO BE TRUE: “WHAT MIGHTY CONTESTS RISE
FROM TRIVIAL THINGS,”
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UNFORTUNATELY, RELIGION HAS NOT BEEN IMMUNE FROM
THE TOO-SERIOQUS PURSUIT OF TRIVIA., THERE WAS
A TIME IN THE PAST WHEN THEOLOGIANS USED TO

DEBATE SUCH QUESTIONS AS: “HoWw MANY ANGELS CAN
STAND ON THE HEAD OF A PIN?Y SOME OF US MAY
HAVE LEARNED INSIGNIFICANT FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE,
AS FOR EXAMPLE: WHAT IS THE SHORTEST VERSE IN
THE BIBLE? WHO IS THE OLDEST MAN IN THE BIBLE?
WHAT IS THE LONGEST CHAPTER IN THE BIBLE? WHAT
IS THE SHORTEST BOOK IN THE BIBLE?

KNOWING SUCH MISCELLAMNEOUS DETAILS WHICH ARE
UNCONNECTED TO EACH OTHER CAN BE FUN, BUT IT

HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE TRUE PRACTICE OF OUR
FAITH OFP RELIGION =~- JUST AS KNOWIMG A LOT OF

TPIVIA HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH KNOWLEDGE. ONE
DEFINITION OF TRIVIA IS “USELESS IMNFQRMATION
OR MINOR DETAILS, THINGS THAT ARE OF LITTLE
IMPORTANCE IN THEMSELVES.”

AGAIN, THE PURSUIT OF TRIVIA IN OUR LIVES HAS
NOTHING WRONG WITH IT. IT CAN BE AN INTERESTIMNG
HOBBY OR GAME., ONLY WHEN TRIVIAL PURSUIT IN
PELIGION OR IN SOME OTHER AREA BECOMES A SUBSTITUTE
FOR CONTINUED SEARCHING FOR MEANING AND TRUTH;

WHEN IT BECOMES A SUBSTITUTE FOR GOD, THEN IT

CAN LEAD US ASTRAY AND INTO A MISUNDERSTANDING

OF RELIGION ITSELF,

THIS IS WHAT JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT IN OUR
SCRIPTURE READING FOR THE MORNING FROM THE

GosPEL OF MATTHEW. HE WAS CONDEMNING SOME OF
THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE OF HIS DAY, WHO IN THEIR

RELIGIOUS FAITH, WERE CONCERMED MOSTLY WITH
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TRIVIAL DETAILS, THE OUTWARD FORMS OF RELIGION,

THE LETTER OF THE LAW, RATHER THAN THE SPIRIT

OF THE LAW; THE INWARD SEARCH, THE HEART OF
RELIGION, SO HE SAID TO THEM, “YoU WORRY ABOUT
MINOR DETAILS AND NEGLECT THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS

OF THE LAW, JUSTICE AND MERCY AND FAITH.” “You
CLEANSE THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP, BUT INSIDE YoU

ARE FULL OF CORRUPTION.” “YOU ARE LIKE WHITEWASHED
TOMBSTONES, WHICH OUTWARDLY ARE BEAUTIFUL, BUT
WITHIN ARE FULL OF DEAD PEOPLE’S BONES AND ALL
UNCLEANNESS. SO YOU APPEAR OUTWARDLY RIGHTEOUS
TO OTHERS, BUT WITHIN YOU ARE FULL OF HYPOCRISY
AND INIQUITY.” YoOU, IN OTHER WORDS, ARE PURSUING
TRIVIA,

THE PROBLEM OF PURSUING TRIVIA IN RELIGIOQUS
MATTERS HAS NOT GONE AWAY. TODAY PEOPLE ARGUE
ABOUT WHETHER TO USE WINE OR GRAPE JUICE IN
COMMUNION, SHOULD THE BREAD BE WHITE OR WHOLE
WHEAT, LEAVENED OR UNLEAVENED?Y IS BAPTISM VALID
ONLY WHEN DONE BY IMMERSION? IS IT REQUIRED

BY GOD THAT WE KNEEL WHEN WE PRAY AND CLOSE OUR
EYES, OR CAN WE SIT OR STAND UP? Is IT OK TO
COME TO WORSHIP WITHOUT A COAT AND TIE? O0OR WHAT
SHALL BE WORN?Y

Now I‘M MOT SAYING THAT SUCH MATTERS ARE NOT
OPEN FOR DISCUSSION, CERTAINLY THEY CAN BE
CONSIDERED, BUT THEY ARE NOT THE HEART OF
RELIGION, THEY ARE ONLY THE OQUTWARD FORMS,
WHEN WE BECOME OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT SUCH
MATTERS, WE TRIVIALIZE OUR FAITH, TRIVIALIZE
SIN, AND TRIVIALIZE (oD,
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ON GooD FRIDAY, THIS PAST APRIL, PoPE JOHN PAUL
Il DECIDED THAT HE WOULD TAKE HIS TURN AS A
PRIEST IN THE CONFESSIONAL BOOTH IN ST. PETER’S
CATHEDPAL IN ROME, AND FOR SEVERAL HOURS HE HEARD
THE CONFESSIONS OF FAITHFUL ROMAN CATHOLICS WHO
HAD VOLUNTEERED AND THEN BEEN SELECTED TO MAKE
THEIR CONFESSIONS TO HIM, A YOUNG WOMAN FROM
DETROIT, MICHIGAN, WAS ONE OF THOSE CHOSEN,
AFTER HAVING MADE HER CONFESSIOMN, THE REPORTERS
ASKED HER ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE, AND ONE ASKED
WHAT SINS SHE HAD CONFESSED, [HE YOUNG WOMAN
REPLIED THAT SHE HAD CONFESSED TO WEARING JEANS
AND A T=SHIRT TO CHURCH,

SUCH CLOTHING MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE

BY SOME FOR ATTEMDING MASS OR OTHER FORMS OF
WORSHIP, BUT IT HAS NOTHING AT ALL TO DO WITH

SIN AS THE BIBLE DEFINES IT. SHE HAD NOT CONFESSED

SIN, BUT A TRIVIALIZED IDEA OF WHAT SIN MIGHT
BE .

BUT LEST WE TOO EASILY FIND FAULT WITH OUR ROMAN
CATHOLIC SISTERS AND BROTHERS, WE TOO OFTEN HAVE
MADE THE SAME MISTAKE., WE HAVE PREACHED AGAINST
DANCING AND CARD PLAYING AND OTHER SIMILAR
PRACTICES AND HAVE DEFINED SIN MUCH TOO NARROWLY
AND IN SO DOING HAVE TRIVIALIZED IT AND OUR
RELIGIOUS FAITH AS WELL., SOMETIMES IT SEEMS

WE HAVE DEFINED SIN AS ANYTHING THAT IS FUN OR
BRINGS ENJOYMENT IN LIFE.

THE OPPOSITE IS THE CASE, ACCORDING TO OQOUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH. A SIN OF OMISSION IS THE SIN

OF LIMITING, OF ALWAYS GUARDING OR POLICING,




b

PLEASURE. WE ARE SINNING WHEN WE REFUSE TO FALL
IN LOVE WITH LIFE, TO LOVE WHAT IS LOVABLE AND
WHAT IS UNLOVABLE, TO SAVOR LIFE'S SIMPLE AND
NON-ELITIST PLEASURES. TO NOT CELEBRATE AND

BE THANKFUL FOR THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE -- THAT
IS SIN.

ACCORDING TO THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS --
TO SIN IS NOT TO TRUST GOD AND NOT TO TRUST
ONESELF, BECAUSE WHEN WE HAVE THIS LACK OF
TRUST IN GOD AND IN OURSELVES, WE REFUSE TO
CONTINUE TO GROW AND LEARN AND MATURE, WE SIN
WHEN WE DO NOT CELEBRATE OUR DIGNITY. THAT'S

WHY SO MANY PEOPLE BECOME SUCKERS FOR HERQ-
WORSHIP, FOR PROJECTING ONTO OTHERS THEIR OWN

DIGNITY AS IMAGES OF GOD.

JESUS CAME TO ANNOUNCE THE KINGDOM/QUEENDOM OF

GoD, HE CAME NOT TO BE A KING HIMSELF, BUT TC
REDEFINE KINGSHIP AND TO REDISTRIBUTE IT SO THAT
EVERYONE REALIZES THAT HE OR SHE IS A KING OR

QUEEN, A ROYAL PERSON WITH DIGNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY
TO THE WORLD AND TO ONE AMOTHER.

LET ME SAY A LITTLE MORE ABOUT SIN AND WHAT IT
IS ACCORDING TO OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH BECAUSE IT
IS ONE OF THE MOST TRIVIALIZED AND MISUNDERSTOOD

CONCEPTS AMONG US.,

WE TRIVIALIZE SIN WHEN WE EQUATE IT WITH LITTLE

DO'S AND DON'TS WHICH HAVE MOSTLY TO DO WITH
THE OUTWARD FORMS OF RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE, OR
CULTURAL PRACTICES,




SIN IS NOT CARING -- CARE-LESS-NESS, APATHY,
COLDNESS OF HEART, LOSS OF PASSIOM -- ALL OF
THESE ARE DEEPLY SINFUL, IN THE BIBLE, IT IS
COLDNESS OF HEART, NOT HATE, THAT IS THE OPPOSITE
OF LQVE. IN THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN,
THE PRIEST AND THE LEVITE WHO PASSED BY THE MAN
IN THE DITCH BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD DID CARE
ABOUT HIM., COLDNESS OF HEART ~-- THAT IS WHY
DANTE MAKES ICE, NOT FIRE, REPRESENT THE LOWEST
PIT OF HELL., NOT CARING, LOSING ALL PASSION,
HERE LIES THE WAY TO NO COMPASSION AND THEREFORE
TO SIN,

SO SIN IS NOTHING TRIVIAL. INJUSTICE WHICH
FREQUENTLY COMES FROM NOT CARING IS NOT TRIVIAL,

TO NOT CARE IS TO NOT TAKE SERIOQUSLY THAT WE
LIVE IN AN INTERDEPENDENT CREATION. EACH ONE

OF US NEEDS EVERYONE ELSE.

NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE A TENDENCY TO TRIVIALIZE
SIN, BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE OFTEN TRIVIALIZE
GoD,

J. B, PHILLIPS’ FAMOUS LITTLE BoOK, YOUR GOD
IS TOO SMALL, ILLUSTRATES THIS FACT.

SOME PEOPLE EQUATE GOD WITH THEIR CONSCIENCE,

YET TO MAKE CONSCIENCE INTO GOD IS A HIGHLY
DANGEROUS THING TO DO, [T0O BEGIN WITH, CONSCIENCE

IS BY NO MEANS AN INFALLIBLE GUIDE; AMND FOR ANOTHEF,
IT IS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT WE SHALL EVER BE

MOVED TO WORSHIP, LOVE, AND SERVE A SOMETIMES
NAGGING INNER VOICE,




OTHERS OF US TRIVIALIZE GOD BY CONCEIVING OF

GOD AS A KIND OF GRAND OLD MAN. IN MANY PEOPLE’S
MINDS, GOD IS AN “OLD” PERSON, STILL OTHERS
TRIVIALIZE GOD BY PUTTING GOD IN A BOX. WE ACT
AS IF WE HAVE GOD ONLY ON OUR SIDE, (GOD LOVES
AND PROTECTS US, BUT NOT OTHERS. SOME OF OUR
POLITICAL LEADERS LIKE TO SPEAK OF OUR NATION

AS GOD’S CHOSEN NATION, IMPLYING THAT OTHER
COUNTRIES ARE NOT,

CHURCHES AND CHUPCH DENOMINATIONS MAKE THE SAME
MISTAKE, THEY ACT AS IF THEY HAVE GOD ALL BOXED
IN. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE ARE CHURCH DENOMIMATIONS

WHICH FRANKLY ASSERT THAT UNLESS A MINISTER IS
ORPDAINED IN THEIR TRADITION, THE ORDINATION IS

NOT VALID., THERE ARE CHURCH DENOMINATIONS WHICH
REFUSE TO PARTAKE OF HoLY COMMUNION WITH OTHER
CHRISTIANS WHO ARE NOT IN THEIR DENOMINATION,
THESE ARE RELIGIOUS TRIVIAL PURSUITS. THE TRAGEDY
OF THESE EXAMPLES, WHICH COULD BE REPRODUCED

"AD NAUSEUM” ANY DAY OF THE WEEK IS NOT DIFFERENCE
OF OPINION, WHICH WILL BE WITH US ALWAYS, BUT

THE OUTRAGEOUS FOLLY OF TRYING TO REGARD (GOD

AS THE PARTY LEADER OF A PARTICULAR POINT OF

VIEW,

THE THOUGHTFUL INDIVIDUAL OUTSIDE THE CHURCHES

IS NOT OFFENDED SO MUCH BY THE DIFFERENCES OF
DENOMINATIONS., HE OR SHE UNDERSTANDS THESE ARE

THE NORMAL VARIATIONS OF HUMAN TASTE AMD TEMPERAMENT
BEING EXPRESSED IN THE RELIGIOUS SPHERE. WHAT

HE OR SHE CANNOT STOMACH IS THE EXCLUSIVE CLAIM

MADE BY EACH ONE TO BE THE ONLY “RIGHT ONE,”




Mo DENOMINATION OR CONGREGATION HAS A MONOPOLY
ON GOD’S GRACE, AND NONE HAS AN EXCLUSIVE RECIPE
FOR PRODUCING CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. AS THE BIBLE
REMINDS US, THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS LIKE THE WIND,
[T BLOWS WHERE IT WILLS AND IS SUBJECT TO NO
REGULATION OF OURS.

THERE IS NOTHING TRIVIAL ABOUT GOD. OUR RELIGION,
THEREFORE, IS NOT TO BE A TRIVIAL PURSUIT. MATTHEW
Fox, IN HIS BooK ORIGINAL BLESSING TALKS ABOUT
GoD'S COSMIC HOSPITALITY. HE USES THE METAPHOR
OF GOD AS A GRACIOUS, ABUNDANT AND GENEROUS

HOST/HOSTESS. “GOD HAS SPREAD OUT FOR OUP
DELIGHT A BANQUET THAT WAS TWENTY BILLION YEAPS

IN THE MAKING, A BANQUET OF RIVERS AND LAKES,

OF RAIN AND OF SUNSHINE, OF RICH EARTH AND OF
AMAZING FLOWERS, OF HANDSOME TREES AND DANCING
FISHES, OF CONTEMPLATIVE ANIMALS AND OF WHISTLING

WINDS, OF DRY AND WET SEASONS, OF COLD AND HOT
CLIMATES."”

“IT 1S A BANQUET THAT WORKS, THIS BANQUET WE
CALL CREATION, THE HUMAN PLANET EARTH. IT WORKS
FOR OUR BENEFIT, IF WE BEHAVE TOWARD IT AS A
REVERENT GUEST., GOD HAS DECLARED THAT THIS
BANQUET IS ‘VERY GOOD' AND SO ARE WE, BLESSINGS
OURSELVES, INVITED TO THE BANQUET.“

TO CARRY THE METAPHOR FURTHER -- GOD NOT ONLY

PLAYS THE HOST FOR US AND BECOMES THE BANQUET
FOR US; GOD ALSO HAS BECOME GUEST T00. THIS
IS ONE OF THE DEEP MEANINGS OF THE INCARNATION,

THAT GOD LET GO OF HOSTING LONG ENOUGH TO BECOME
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GUEST AS WELL.,

WE LEARN TOO, FROM OUR RELIGIOUS TRADITION THAT
GOD’S BANQUET EXTENDS TO ALL HUMAN KIND., IT

IS NOT AN ELITEST DINMER., ALL ARE INVITED, THE
POOR, THE OUTCASTS AND THE FORGOTTEN ONES. GoOD
IS NOT TRIVIAL., GOD IS NOT SELECTIVE. GOD AND
GoD’S LOVE ARE THERE WHERE ANYOME OPENS HIS OR
HER LIFE TO ACCEPT THEM., (OD’S GRACE AND GOD'’S
LOVE ARE NOT THINGS WE HAVE TO EARN OR WORK FOR,
WE CAN SIMPLY RECEIVE THEM WITH THANKFULNESS,
AND IN SO DOING WE ARE CHANGED.,

THERE IS NOTHING TRIVIAL ABOUT GOD, OR ABOUT
GOD’S LOVE AND CARE FOR ALL OF US. IT IS THERE

ALL THE TIME WAITING FOR US TO ACCEPT IT. AMEN,




