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IN THE 1600's THE CORONATION OF A KING IN ENGLAND 

WAS A FULL-SIZED CEREMONY. PART OF THE CEREMONY 

INCLUDED THE ANOINTING OF THE NEW KING. THE 

KING STRIPPED TO THE WAIST AND WAS PLENTIFULLY 

ANOINTED ON THE HEAD, THE CHEST, THE SHOULDERS, 

THE BACKJ AND THE ELBOWS. THE IDEA OF ANOINTING 

THE ELBOWS IS A GOOD ONE. As HALFORD LUCCOCK 

ONCE SAID, "WHAT IS THE USE OF AN ANOINTED HEAD 

AND HEART IF THE ELBOWS HAVE NOT BEEN OILED SO 

THEY GET INTO MOTION AND DO A JOB? n 

UNFORTUNATELY} THE ANOINTING OF THE ELBOWS DID 

NOT TAKE WITH KING CHARLES II. HE WAS NEVER 

MUCH· ON FLEXING AN ELBOW ON THE JOB, A COUPLET 

ABOUT HIM COULD'VE SERVED AS AN EPITAPH: 

HE NEVER SAID A FOOLISH THING 

AND NEVER DID A WISE ONE. 

THE DOING WAS MINUS! SUPPOSEDLY HE KNEW ALL 

THE RIGHT WORDS, BELIEVED IN THE RIGHT THINGS, 

BUT THAT WAS IT, 

HOWEVERJ KING CHARLES II WAS NOT THE ONLY PERSON 

TO BE GOOD AT SAYING THINGS AND TO BE WEAK IN 

THE ELBOW. THERE ARE MANY ALWAYS TO BE FOUND 

AMONG us:· PEOPLE WHO NEED TO HAVE THEIR ELBOWS 

OILED; PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE RIGHT WORDS AND ARE 

QUICK TO USE THEM, BUT THERE IS NEVER ANY DOING --

IT'S ALL TALKING. 
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THUS JESUS SAID IN OUR SCRIPTURE READING FOR 

THIS MORNING FROM MATTHEW'S GOSPEL, "NOT EVERYONE 

WHO SAYS TO .ME, 'LORD, LORD,' SHALL ENTER THE 

KINGDOM OF Goo, BUT THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF 

GOD. ON THAT DAY MANY WILL SAY TO ME, 'LORD, 

LORDj DID WE NOT p ·RoPHESY IN YOUR NAME AND CAST 

OUT DEMONS IN YOUR NAME?' AND THEN I WILL DECLARE 

TO THEM, 'I �1EVER KNEW YOU; DEPP.RT FP.OM ME, YOU 

EVILDOERS. 
Ill 

JESUS IS REMINDING US THAT THERE ARE NO MAGIC 

WORDS IN LIFE OR IN RELIGION. JUST BECAUSE WE 

USE THE NAME OF JESUS IN CERTAIN WAYS OR PRAY 

IN HIS NAME IS NOT ENOUGH, 

GOD IS NOT SO MUCH INTERESTED IN WHAT WE SAY 

WE BELIEVE OR IN WHAT RELIGIOUS WORDS WE LEARN 

TO USE·. GOD IS INTERESTED IN O·UR ACTIONS, IN 

OUR BEHAV.I OR, IN HOW WE TREAT OTHERS. 

A THREE-YEAR-OLD WALKED INTO A NURSERY CLASS 

IN A CHURCH SCHOOL, SHE WAS SHY AND SLOW TO 

OPEN UP TO STRANGERS. SHE WAS GREETED WITH 

SILENCE AS SHE ENTERED. No ONE KNEW HER NAME 

OR SEEMED TO CARE. SHE WAS SEATED ON A BENCH 

AT A LONG TABLE WI TH A NUMBER OF OTHER CH I LDREt.i. 

THE TEACHER SPOKE OF THE MEANI·NG OF THE CHURCH 

AND HOW JESUS LOVES ALL PEOPLE. SHE SPOKE OF 

HOW JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR AND LORD AND OF HOW WE 

ARE TO CALL UPON JESUS TO BE OUR HELPER IN OUR 

EVERYDAY LIFE, ALL OF WHAT THE TEACHER SAID 

WAS GOOD CHRISTIAN TEACHING. 

BUT SOMETHING ELSE ALSO HAPPENED IN THAT CLASS. 



DURING THAT SUNDAY MORNING HOUR THE LANGUAGE 

OF RELATIONSHIP HAD ALSO BEEN SPOKEN. IT ·roLD 

THE LITTLE THREE-YEAR-OLD S.OMETHING ELSE. THIS 

LITTLE VISITOR LEARNED THAT THE CHURCH SHE WAS 

VISITING THAT SUNDAY WAS AN UNFPIENDLY PLACE 

WHERE YOU SAT AND LISTENED TO A LOT OF WORDS, 

BUT NOT MUCH ELSE HAPPENED. 

WHAT COULD BE SAID OF THAT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 

COULD BE SAID OF MAN.Y ADULT CHURCH EXPERIENCES) 

AS WELL. THOSE OF US WHO WANT TO CLAIM .THE NAME 

CHRISTIAN MUST BE CAREFUL, LEST WE SAY ONE THING 

WITH OUR WORDS AND ANOTHER WITH OUR ACTIONS. 

l�J OUR DAY THE WARNING O.F JESUS AS REPORTED BY 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW IS EVEN MORE APPROPRIATE 

THAN IT WAS ALMOST 2,000 YEARS AGO. WE LIVE 

IN A WORLD OF WORDS. WE LIVE IN A VERBAL SOCIETY. 

MILLIONS OF WORDS ARE SPEWED AT US DAILY� AND 

WE USE WORDS TO GET ALONG IN THIS WORLD, 

SOMETIMES WE HEAR SO MANY WORDS AND SEE NO 

CORRESPONDING ACTION THAT WE WANT TO CRY OUT, 

AS ELIZA DOOLITTLE DOES IN THE MUSICAL, "MY FAIR 

LADY,n AS AN INTRODUCTION TO ONE OF THE SONGS, 

"WORDS! WORDS! WORDS!. I'M SO SICK OF WORDS!" 

THEN SHE SINGS, "DON'T TALK OF STARS BURNING 

ABOVE; IF YOU'RE IN LOVE, SHOW ME! n 

No DOUBT THERE ARE THOSE IN THE WORLD WHO WANT 

TO CRY OUT TO THE CHURCH AND TO THOSE OF US WHO 

CALL OURSELVES CHRISTIAN AND SAY THE SAME, "WORDS! 

WO.RDS! WORDS! WE' RE SO SI CK OF WORDS! DON'T 

TALK OF JESUS AS YOUR PERSONAL SAVIOR; SHOW US, 
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DON'T TALK ABOUT ALL PEOPLE BE ING CH ILDREN OF 

GOD; SHOW us. DoN.'T TALK OF Goo LOV ING ALL 

PEOPLE; SHOW US, DON'T TALK OF SACR IF ICE; SHOW 

US, DON'T TALK OF JUST ICE; SHOW US! n 

WE'VE ALL FELT THAT WAY, NOT ONLY ABOUT PEOPLE 

.WHO USE REL IG IOUS WORDS AND LANGUAGE FREQUENTLY, 

BUT ABOUT ANYONE WHO SAYS ONE TH ING AND YET DOES 

ANOTHER. FRANKLYJ I'M ALWAYS A L ITTLE SUSP IC IOUS 

WHEN SOMEONE USES TOO MUCH REL IG IOUS LANGUAGE. 

JESUS REM INDS US THAT GOD IS NOT IMPRESSED W ITH 

OUR WORDS OR W ITH THE FACT THAT WE KNOW THE 

CORRECT THEOLOG ICAL FORMULAT IONS. GOD IS NOT 
IM.PRESSED WHEN WE SAY THAT WE ARE DO ING SOMETH ING 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS, 

IT IS S IGN IF ICANT THAT WHEN JESUS CHOSE· H IS 

D ISC IPLES, HE D ID NOT FIRST S IT THEM DOWN AND 

TEACH THEM ALL THE NEWEST THEOLOG ICAL DOCTR INES 

OR WORDS, RATHER, HE SA ID TO THEM, nfOLLOW ME, n 

THEN THEY LEARNED THE IR THEOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

AND IN ACT ION, To THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY, 

HE SA ID, uGo AND S IN NO MORE,n HE D IDN'T AT 

F IRST SAY, "LooKJ IT'S ALL A MATTER OF YOUR NOT 

HAV ING THE R IGHT BEL IEFS, " To THE R ICH MAN WHO 

CAME TO H IM AND WANTED-TO KNOW WHAT HE MUST DO 

TO F IND MEAN ING IN-L IFE, JESUS SA ID, uGO, SELL 

WHAT YOU HAVE AND GIVE TO THE POORJ AND THEN 

COME FOLLOW ME,u To_ THE MAN WHO WAS CR IPPLED, 

, HE SA ID 1 "TAKE UP YOUR BED AND WALK!" IN EVERY 

� I�JSTANCE ., JESUS DEMANDED A CHANGE IN BEHAV IOR, 

HE WAS�!'T CONCERNED VERY MUCH ABOUT R IGHT BEL IEFS 

OR CORRECT THEOLOGY. HE KNEW THAT THESE WOULD 
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FOLLOW IN DUE COURSE J ONCE THE ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

So JESUS REMINDS USJ "NOT EVERY ONE WHO SAYS 

TO ME J 'LORDJ LORD' SHALL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF 

GonJ BUT THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF Goo WHO IS 

I N H EAVE N I '' 

Goo IS OUR EXAMPLE. Goo DOES NOT ONLY SPEAK 

TO us IN WORDS; Gon SPEAKS MOSTLY IN ACTIONS. 

IN JESUS THE LOVE OF Goo BECAME A HUMAN BEING 

AND LIVED AMONG US. 

AND WHEN JESUS WANTED- TO LET US KNOW THAT HE 

WOULD BE WITH US AND AMONG US FOREVER J HE TOOK 
BREAD AND WINEJ AND JUST AS THE BREAD AND WINE 

ENTER OUR BODIES AND BECOME A PART.OF USJ SO 

GOD 
I
S SPIRIT AS WE HAVE K�JOWN IT IN JESUS IS 

ALWAYS A PART OF us. THAT'S THE Goon NEWS! 
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