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“MOTHERS AND THE MOTHERHOOD OF GOD”

LUKE 13:10-13
MARK 3:31-35

IN TALKING ABOUT (GOD, WE HUMAN BEINGS FREQUENTLY
USE METAPHORS. THUS, WE SAY GOD IS LIKE A
_OVING FATHER, OR GOD IS LIKE A JUST KING,

OR GOD IS THE RULER, OR GOD IS MY SHEPHERD,

OR GOD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION.,

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE, SOME OF
THE SAME METAPHORS ARE USED FoR JEsSus. HE

IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD,
THE LAMB OF GOD, AND THE BREAD OF LIFE. IT’S
DIFFICULT TO TALK MEANINGFULLY ABOUT GOD OR
JESUS WITHOUT USING METAPHORS. AMND THAT'S
ALL RIGHT AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER WE ARE USING
METAPHORS AND DO NOT ELEVATE THE METAPHORS
INTO UNCHANGEABLE DOCTRINE,

MANY OF THE BIBLICAL METAPHORS USED IM RELATION
TO GOD ARE MASCULINE BECAUSE OF THE PATRIARCHAL
CULTURE IN WHICH THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN, IN
FACT, IN THE LEGAL CODES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,
WOMEN ARE LEGALLY NON-PERSONS, THESE LEGAL
CODES REFLECT THE ANCIENT SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
PRACTICES OF THE NEAR EAST, WHICH INCLUDED

A THOROUGH=GOING MALE DOMINATED SOCIETY,
INCLUDING POLYGAMY, CONCUBINES, AND SLAVERY,

I[N THESE HEBREW LEGAL CODES, THE WOMAN’S ROLE



WAS TO BUILD UP HER HUSBAND'S HOUSE BY HAVING
CHILDREN, SHE WAS THE PROPERTY OF HER HUSBAND.,
THUS, FOR EXAMPLE, HER ADULTERY WAS A MAJOR
CRIME BECAUSE THE HUSBAND’S PROPERTY WAS
DAMAGED, THE UNMARRIED WOMAN CONVICTED OF
FORNICATION WAS LIKEWISE PUNISHED BECAUSE SHE
WAS DAMAGED PROPERTY AND THEREFORE NOT FIT

FOR MARRIAGE., IN THE CASE OF THE MALE, SEXUAL
INFIDELITY WAS DEALT WITH DIFFERENTLY., IT

WAS NOT RANKED AS A CRIME IN THE SAME WAY.

GIVEN THIS CULTURAL BIAS, WE CAN SEE WHY MALE
METAPHORS WERE MOST OFTEN USED FoP GOD. WHAT

IS SURPRISING, THEREFORE, IS THE NUMBER OF
TIMES GOD IS REFERRED TO IN FEMININE TERMS

AND METAPHORS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. FOR
EXAMPLE, IN THE PROPHET HOSEA, GOD IS COMPARED
TO THE HEBREW MOTHER WHO TEACHES THE CHILD

TO WALK, HEALS THE CHILD'’S WOUNDS, AND FEEDS
THE CHILD,

IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE EXODUS, GOD PROVIDES
FOR THOSE NECESSITIES WHICH WERE ALWAYS OBTAINED
THROUGH WOMAN’S WORK -- FOOD AND WATER, 1IN
THE PROPHET NEHEMIAH, GOD IS A SEAMSTRESS.,
JUST AS IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, WHEN GOD MADE
GARMENTS TO COVER THE NAKED ADAM AND EVE IN
THE GARDEN OF EDEN, ISAIAH SPEAKS OF GOD AS
HAVING BIRTH PANGS, AND ISAIAH ALSO DESCRIBES
GOD AS A MOTHER COMFORTING HER CHILDREN, AT
ANOTHER PLACE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, GOD'S
REMEMBRANCE OF ZION IS COMPARED TO THE LOVE
OF A NURSING MOTHER AND THE WORK OF A MIDWIFE.,
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IN THE WISDOM LITERATURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,
SUCH AS THE BOOK OF PROVERBS, WE FIND AN
ELEVATED VIEW OF WOMEN., HERE THEY ARE
REVEALED AS TEACHER-MOTHERS WITH EMPHASIS ON
THEIR INSTRUCTIONAL ROLES IN THE FAMILY. AS
TEACHERS, WHOM WISE CHILDREM WILL HEED, WOMEN
ARE RANKED EQUALLY WITH MEN, AND TOGETHER THEY
REPRESENT THE PARENTAL TEACHING FUNCTIONS,
BOTH WOMEN AND MEN ARE TO BE HONORED AND OBEYED,
IN THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WE ARE INSTRUCTED

TO HONOR FATHER AND MOTHER.

AND IN THE HISTORICAL WRITINGS OF THE OLD

TESTAMENT, WOMEN ARE SEEN IN TERMS OF
INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERS AND BIOGRAPHIES. WE

MEET DEBORAH AND JEZEBEL, MIRIAM, RUTH, ESTHER,
AND MANY MORE. IMN SOME OF THESE HISTORICAL
WRITINGS, WOMEN HAVE SPECIAL ROLES IN ADDITION
TO THOSE OF WIFE AND MOTHER. THERE ARE
RECOGNIZED WOMEN PROPHETS WHICH SHOWS THAT

THE GIFT OF PROPHECY IS NO RESPECTER OF SEX.
THESE WOMEN REPRESENT THE RECOGNITION BY ISRAEL
THAT GOD SPEAKS THROUGH WOMEN AND CALLS THEM

TO DELIVER REVELATIONS TO GOD'S PEOPLE, AS

WELL AS MEN,

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE ACTIONS OF JESUS
SHOW THAT HE CROSSED OVER THE BOUNDARIES OF
SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, STATUS, AND CULTURAL
PRACTICES IN ORDER TO MINISTER TO PEOPLE --
BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, FOR EXAMPLE, HE BPROKE
TRADITIONAL CUSTOMS IN ORDER TO SPEAK WITH
A SAMARITAN WOMAN AND TO HELP HER FIND MEANING

IN LIFE. HE IGNORED CUSTOMARY BARRIERS IN




PERMITTING A WOMAN OF QUESTIONABLE CHARACTER
TO ANOINT HIM WITH EXPENSIVE OINTMENT AND
PRAISED HER SIGN OF DEVOTION. IN FACT, JESUS

BROKE WITH MANY CUSTOMS AND REGULATIONS WHICH
TENDED TO DEHUMANIZE PEOPLE.

IN ALL FOUR GOSPELS, JESUS IS NEVER REPORTED
AS ACTING OR SPEAKING TO WOMEN IN A DEROGATORY
FASHION, HE ALWAYS TREATED THEM AS EQUALS

AND AS HUMAN BEINGS WHO ARE LOVED BY (GoD., IN
OTHER WORDS, FOR JESUS, WOMEN WERE NOT JUST
CREATURES WHO FILLED ROLES SUCH AS MOTHER,
WIFE, BABY MACHINE, NURSE, HOUSEKEEPER, COOK,

OR SEX OBJECT, BUT HUMAN BEINGS CAPABLE OF
MAKING IMPORTANT DECISIONS AND COMMITMENTS.

THERE IS A REVEALING STORY OF JESUS HEALING

A WOMAN REPORTED BY THE GOSPEL OF LUKE. IT
WAS READ AS PART OF OUR SCRIPTURE READING
EARLIER., “AND THERE WAS A WOMAN WHO HAD HAD
A SPIRIT OF INFIRMITY FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS; SHE
WAS BENT OVER AND COULD NOT FULLY STRAIGHTEN
HERSELF, AND WHEN JESUS SAW HER, HE CALLED
HER AND SAID, 'WOMAN, YOU ARE FREED FROM YOUR
INFIRMITY.' AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON HER AND
IMMEDIATELY SHE WAS MADE STRAIGHT, AND SHE
PRAISED GoD,”

LUKE DOES NOT TELL US SPECIFICALLY WHY SHE

IS BENT OVER, BUT HE DOES SAY THAT SHE'D BEEN
THAT WAY FOR 18 YEARS. THAT'’S A LONG TIME

TO BE IN PAIN AND SUFFERING,

RECENTLY, I READ AN ARTICLE IN ONE OF THE



JOURNALS I RECEIVE ABOUT THIS “BENT-OVER WOMA§§”
THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT IN A BIBLE STUDY

GROUP OF MOSTLY WOMEN, THE LEADER ASKED THEM,
“WHAT IN YOUR EXPERIENCE MIGHT CAUSE A WOMAN

TO BE BENT OVER FOR 18 YEARS?”

“"HER CHILDREN,” ONE WOMAN SAID. "EIGHTEEN

YEARS IS THE MINIMUM SENTENCE PARENTHOOD
BRINGS.” ANOTHER SPOKE UP AND SAID, “DON’T
FORGET HER HUSBAND; SHE WAS PROBABLY PERMANENTLY
BENT OVER FROM PICKING UP HIS DIRTY SOCKS FOR
30 YEARS.”

STILL ANOTHER SAID THAT MAYBE SHE WAS TIRED
OF WORKING LIKE A SLAVE FOR A MINIMUM WAGE

OR EVEN TIRED OF WORKING LIKE A SLAVE AT HOME
FOR NO WAGES AT ALL.

"MAYBE SHE HAD A DOCTORATE IN ECONOMICS,”
SUGGESTED ANOTHER WOMAN, AND FOUND THAT NOBODY
LISTENED WHEN SHE TALKED ABOUT INFLATION AND
TAX STRUCTURES, BUT INSTEAD PAID ATTENTION

TO SOME POMPOUS MAM -- EVEN IF HE HADN'T READ
A SERIOUS BOOK ON THE SUBJECT FOR YEARS.”

“OR PERHAPS EVERY TIME SHE HELD HER HEAD UP
AND TRIED TO BE SOMEBODY, THE PEOPLE AROUND
HER, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, DID ALL THEY COULD
TO DEFLATE AND DIMINISH HER AGAIN,”

THERE ARE MANY “BENT-OVER WOMEN” AND MANY
MOTHERS ARE AMONG THEM., IT'S AN APT SYMBOL.
SEVENTY PER CENT OF HOUSEHOLDS HEADED BY WOMEN

OR MOTHERS ARE POOR. [|HAT CAUSES THEM TO BE




BENT OVER. WOMEN HEAD 15 PER CENT OF ALL
FAMILIES, BUT 50 PER CENT OF POOR FAMILIES.
THREE OUT OF FIVE WOMEN EARN LESS THAN $10,000

A YEAR,

THE POINT IS THAT JESUS TOLD THIS WOMAN, AND

UJS TO DO SO,

1E TELLS ALL OF US WHO ARE BENT OVER, TO STAND
JP STRAIGHT, AND HE ENABLED HER AND HE ENABLES

SO, WHILE THE BIBLE IS PRIMARILY PATRIARCHAL,
THERE ARE MANY GRAND EXCEPTIONS., AND AS WE
READ AND STUDY THE BIBLE, WE DISCOVER THAT
THE OVER-ALL PURPOSE OF BIBLICAL FAITH IS NOT

THE PERPETUATION OF PATRIARCHY, BUT RATHER
THE BLESSING OF WOMEN AND MEN TOGETHER IN THEIR

FULL AND EQUAL CO-HUMANITY., THERE IS NO SEXISM
IN THE LOVE AND BLESSING OF GOD AS PROCLAIMED
BY THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

THUS, IT'’S ALL RIGHT TO TALK ABOUT THE "“FATHERHOOD
OF GOD,” AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER WE ARE USING
A METAPHOR, AND IT’S ALL RIGHT TO SPEAK OF

THE “MOTHERHOOD OF GOD,” AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER
WE ARE USING A METAPHOR. 1IN FACT, IT'’S HELPFUL

TO USE BOTH MOTHERHOOD AND FATHERHOOD IN TALKING
AEY MORE FULLY DESCRIBE

OF GOD, FOR TOGET
GOD’S RELATIONSHI

HER T

? T0

<

TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER.

S AND OUR RELATIONSHIP

Now, SINCE THIS IS “MoTHER’S DAY,” LET'’S LOOK

MORE SPECIFICALLY
| IKE A MOTHER AND

THIS MORNING AT HOW GOD IS

THEN SECONDLY HOW WE ARE



/
ALL TO BE LIKE MOTHERS, ESPECIALLY STRAIGHTENED-
UP MOTHERS, WHETHER WE BE MALE OR FEMALE.,

1. GOD IS LIKE A MOTHER BECAUSE GOD CONTINUALLY
GIVES BIRTH TO LIFE; GOD IS CONTINUALLY CREATING
AND MAKING THINGS NEW. MEISTER ECKHART, A

14TH CENTURY MYSTIC, PUT IT THIS WAY: “WHAT
DOES GOD DO ALL DAY LONG? GOD GIVES BIRTH,
FROM ALL ETERNITY GOD LIES ON A MATERNITY BED
GIVING BIRTH.,”

WE CAN ALL BE MOTHERS, WHETHER OR NOT WE
ACTUALLY GIVE BIRTH TO A CHILD. ALL OF uUs,

MALE AMD FEMALE, HAVE WITHIN US THE POTENTIAL
TO BE CREATIVE. WE EVEN TALK IN OUR LANGUAGE,

WHETHER WE ARE MALE OR FEMALE, OF "GIVING
BIRTH” TO NEW IDEAS. BECAUSE OF OUR INHERENT
CREATIVITY AS HUMAN BEINGS, WE ARE ALL CALLED
TO DEVELOP THE MOTHER IN OURSELVES, WHETHER
WE ARE WOMEN OR MEN, MARRIED, SINGLE, OR

CELIBATE.

RABBI HESCHEL PUT IT THIS WAY: “NO ONE IS
STERILE. EVERY SOUL IS PREGNANT WITH THE SEED
OF INSIGHT. IT IS VAGUE AND HIDDEN. IN SOME
PEOPLE THE SEED GROWS; IN OTHERS IT DECAYS.
SOME GIVE BIRTH TO LIFE, OTHERS MISCARRY IT,
SOME KNOW HOW TO BEAR, TO NURSE, TO REAR AN
INSIGHT THAT COMES INTO BEING. OTHERS DO NOT.”

JESUS USED THE METAPHOR OF MOTHER, AS WELL
AS BROTHER AND SISTER, TO DESCRIBE THOSE WHO
DO THE WILL OF GoD., IN THE GOSPEL LESSON READ

EARLIER, JESUS IS QUOTED AS SAYING, "“WHOEVER



DOES

AND MOTHER.”

HE WILL OF GOD IS MY BROTHER, SISTER,

SO, BEING A MOTHER, AS FAR AS THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH IS CONCERNED, IS MUCH MORE THAN JUST
BEING A BIOLOGICAL MOTHER. WE
TO BE CREATIVE HUMAN BEINGS, W
TO GIVE BIRTH TO NEW INSIGHTS,
AS GOD IS CONTINUALLY GIVING BIRTH LIKE A
MOTHER.

ARE ALL CALLED
E ARE ALL CALLED

NEW IDEAS, JUST

2. SECONDLY, GOD IS A CARING, NURTURING,

LOVING GOD, LIKE A CARING, NURTURING, LOVING

MOTHER, AND WE ARE ALL CALLED TO BE THE SAME.,
WE ARE CALLED TO CREATE LOVING,

CARING COMMUNITIES. T0O PUT IT ANOTHER WAY,
AN EMPHASIS ON THE “MOTHERHOOD
OF COMPASSION AS A WAY OF LIFE,

NOT ONLY IS GOD LIKE A MOTHE
D, AND GOD IS LIKE A BROTHER AND SISTER.,

A CHI

EARLIER AS PART OF THE SCRIPTUR
READ THE STORY OF JESUS’ MOTHER
AND SISTERS COMING TO TALK WITH
WAS IN THE MIDST OF A CROWD TEACHING. WHEN
HE GOT THE MESSAGE THAT HIS FAM
TO SEE HIM, HE USED IT AS AN IL
“"HE ASKED, ’‘WHO ARE MY MOTHER A
AND SISTERS?’ AND, LOOKING ARO
WHO SAT ABOUT HIM, HE SAID, 'HE
AND MY BROTHERS! WHOEVER DOES THE WILL OF
GOD IS MY BROTHER AND SISTER AND MOTHER, ‘"

NURTURING,

OF GoD” SPEAKS

R, BUT GOD IS LIKE

E LESSON WE
AND BROTHERS
1IM, AND HE

ILY WAS WAITING
LUSTRATION.,

ND MY BROTHERS
UND ON THOSE
RE ARE MY MOTHER




WHENEVER WE ARE COMPASSIONATE, LOVING, CARING
HUMAN BEINGS, WE ARE THEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS
AND MOTHERS OF CHRIST. S0 TO GIVE BIRTH TO
COMPASSION, TO GIVE BIRTH TO WISDOM, TO GIVE
BIRTH TO LOVE, TO GIVE BIRTH TO JUSTICE, IS

TO GIVE BIRTH TO GOD., AND IN THAT SENSE, THEN,
WE ARE MOTHERS OF (oD,

SO, SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING, MOTHERHOOD IS NOT
CONFINED TO MOTHERS! ON THIS MOTHER’S DAY,
1984, WE NEED TO LIBERATE THE MOTHER IN EACH
ONE OF US, AND WE NEED TO SEE AGAIN THE
“MOTHERING” SIDE OF GOD,

AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE THEN TRULY HONORING
ALL THE MOTHERS AMONG US WHO HAVE BROUGHT
CHILDREN INTO THE WORLD OR WHO HAVE BEEN
MOTHERS TO THE CHILDREN OF OTHERS. WE REPAY
YOUR LOVE BEST IF WE PASS IT ON AND IF WE
BECOME MOTHERS IN OUR OWN WAY. THE WORLD
CERTAINLY NEEDS MOTHERING, AND IT NEEDS
MOTHERING BY THOSE WHO THROUGH THE LOVE OF
GOD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO STAND STRAIGHT AND ARE
NO LONGER BENT OVER. WE CELEBRATE TODAY,
THEREFORE, MOTHERS AND THE MOTHERHOOD OF GoD!

AMEN,




